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The Biggest Little Show on Earth
by Craig Stripling

  The song in the 1952 blockbuster movie by 
Cecil B. DeMille, The Greatest Show on Earth, 
starring James Stewart, Charlton Heston, Doro-
thy Lamour, Cornell Wilde, and Emmett Kelly 
beckoned all to “Come to the circus, the greatest 
show on earth!” We here in Nacogdoches have 
our own event which was billed as “The Biggest 
Little Show on Earth.” No, it had nothing to do 
with the year that world famous lion tamer and 
circus proprietor Clyde Beatty wintered his circus 
here. It was the Nacogdoches Horse Show, a won-
derful production put on by so many members of 
the communitysteered or spearheaded by the Na-
cogdoches Saddle (and Bridle) Club commencing 
in 1939 and lasting at the Nacogdoches County 
Fairgrounds at least through 1965.  
 Horse show time in Nacogdoches was a     
special time in the life of the town. It not only 
provided entertainment for the local populace but 
brought considerable revenue to the local busi-
nesses. Like the local festivals of today, it was   
a community effort that required the time of many
volunteers for the years of its existence. It began
in the late thirties and lasted until the mid to late sixties. Its boom time seemed 
to have been in the years following the end of World War II through the fifties. 
As America entered the decade of the sixties, the culture and tone of our society 
began to change. There was increasing national division on the United States’ 
engagement in Vietnam. It was the beginning of an era of Woodstock, drug use, 
and free love. Appreciation of well-bred and trained animals did not appeal to the 
younger generation and participation in the Saddle Club and its local horse show 
waned. 
 The fairgrounds were located just off South Fredonia Street, turning left as 
you go down the hill from downtown at about where the railroad tracks cross 
Fredonia, just past NIBCO and behind (and now being in part of that large local 
industry’s campus) Lone Star Feed and Fertilizer/Texas Farm Products’ huge mill 
towers. It indeed took the town to make such a successful happening commence 
and continue.
  We’re not talking about times such as now when nearly every weekend has 

2 or 3 spectator attending endeavors available. Then, the fairgrounds hosted, an-
nually, the County Fair, maybe a rodeo, and the horseshow. Other than for ball-
games and parades, there weren’t too many “y’all come on out” occasions luring 
folks to attend. Everybody loves a parade or an animal centered situation because 
a feel good happening awaits them and they know, anticipate, and expect that.  
Probably the yearning for simple entertainment pleasure beckoning is as much at   
the forefront today as it was when outings were more of a treat.  
 So let’s talk a bit about what it took to get lined up for such a major recurring 
party for our town and its guests.

WHY SHOW HORSES AND NOT COWS?!
 
 Mankind and horses have shared an affinity since the times of the ancients. I 
don’t know whether he said it or not, but Will Rogers is given credit for proclaim-

BIGGEST LITTLE SHOW  - Page 16

Identified Horse Show participants from the late 50s-early 60s are Raymond Gilmore-ringmaster, third from left; Suzie 
Ritterscamp-ribbon girl, sixth from left; Jack McKinney-announcer/master of ceremonies, fifth from right; Elizabeth 
Early Anderson-ribbon girl, fourth from right; Jason Summers-organist, third from right; Mike Johnson-escort, far right. 
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Wild Turkey Federation
Banquet / Fund Raiser

Set for March 11th
The National Wild Turkey Federation local April AWOL 
chapter is preparing for their annual Hunting Heritage 

Celebration on March 11, 2022. This year’s event will be 
held at the Nacogdoches Expo Center beginning at 6 p.m. 

with dinner served at 7:30 p.m.
Don Irwin, president and event chairman said, “The event 
will feature a live auction, bucket raffle, silent auction and 

gun giveaways. Money raised will benefit the mission of the 
Federation and help sponsor the local chapter’s 

conservation projects, youth events and scholarships.”
Tickets are $50 for singles and $75 for couples. Ticket price 
includes a NWTF membership, steak dinner, free drinks and 

access to the auctions and drawings. A highlight this year 
is a special veterans event. Each veteran in attendance will 
receive a chance in a drawing for a new AR rifle. This is a 

“veterans only” drawing and new to the April AWOL 
chapter banquet.

Sponsor tables are priced as follows: 
Gold - $700, Platinum - $1050, Boss Gobbler - $1750.  

For information and/or tickets, please phone Don Irwin at 
936.552.4690 or Chip at 936.558.3478. Tickets are also 

available at the Boot Barn in Nacogdoches.
BUSINESS 
IS GREAT

JOIN OUR 
GROWING 

TEAM!
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS FOR
PRODUCTION

NOW PAYING $1 MORE PER HOUR
DIFFERENTIAL PAY FOR
NIGHT SHIFTS

COMPETITIVE PAY AND 
GREAT BENEFITS

MEDICAL • DENTAL • VISION 
LIFE INSURANCE • 401K

APPLY IN PERSON AT:
915 South Fredonia Street

Nacogdoches, Texas 75964
APPLY
ONLINE
TODAY

TFPNUTRITION.COM/JOBS/
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Samantha Creo 
Moreira Joins 
Laird Funeral 
Home Family
by Danny Mounger

 For 15 years, Samantha Creo Moreira 
has been a noteworthy leader in community 
involvement, business establishment and 
development, charity works and the service
spaces of East Texas. Originally from the 
East Coast, Samantha lived in New York 
and Spain, before moving to Houston, Tex-
as in her childhood. She travelled the world 
extensively from a very young age and 
counts her appreciation for people and
cultures among her most prized possessions.
 Over Samantha’s career, she has 
worked for the trading firm, AFEC Interna-
tional, Inc.; Deloitte & Touche; and Baylor 
College of Medicine, in both the Depart-
ment of Anesthesiology and Urology; and 
the Urocenter of Houston, L.L.P.  In Tampa, 
she worked in the University Controller’s Office for the University of South Flor-
ida; and for the Department of Anesthesiology at Tampa General Hospital for the 
Critical Care Medicine and Pain Management Fellowship Program. 
 In 2007, the Moreira family settled in Nacogdoches. Establishing East Texas 
UroCenter, the move from Tampa brought the opportunity to raise their family 
in “The Oldest Town in Texas.” The piney woods became a backdrop for vibrant 
living, and she has hosted and shares the heritage of the region with everyone 
she meets. Most importantly, it served as a home overfilled with love for her son, 
Bernardo Creo Moreira, until he passed into eternal life. 
 Samantha has an extraordinary commitment to the community, is a Past 
Board Member of Rotary Club of Nacogdoches and recipient of the Paul Harris
Fellow Award from Rotary International. Samantha is a past Board Member of 
the Nacogdoches Chamber of Commerce, and has been involved with Newcom-
ers and Friends and Medical Alliance civic organizations. She is fluent in 
Castilian Spanish and Portuguese. She joins Laird Funeral Home to head their 
Community Relations. Knowing first hand how they serve East Texas during 
times of unimaginable loss, she is proud to call herself a part of this family of firms.

MEALS FOR EAST TEXAS 
FIREFIGHTERS & EMTs

Around the Town is raising funds so that we may 
provide a complimentary meal for each firefighter 
and EMT in Nacogdoches, Angelina, Shelby and 
San Augustine Counties. We invite you or your 

business to contribute and show your appreciation 
for these wonderful public servants.

Thanks to the following donors:

Richard & Gina Jones
Larry Kudro

Donate at GoFundMe - Meals For East Texas Firefighters and EMTs, 
phone 936.554.5822 with credit/debit card or mail check payable to 

Around The Town, P. O. Box 630955, Nacogdoches, TX  75963 
Note “Meals” on check.
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EAST TEXAS SPORTSMAN’S CLUB
 The East Texas Sportsman’s Club 
(ETSC) is a responsive community of 
hunters and anglers in the East Texas  
region who work to protect fish and 
wildlife while promoting conservation 
and youth education. Our mission is “to 
conserve wildlife and wilderness lands, 
to educate youth and the general pub-

lic, and to promote and protect the rights 
and interest of hunters.” 
 Meetings are on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at different loca-
tions. For meeting locations and other 
information, please contact Marsha Find-
eisen at marsha@ntsamson.com. 

Center
233 Hurst Street

Center, TX 75935
936-591-8171

Crockett
1261 E Loop 304

Crockett, TX 75835
936-544-0123

Clinic Hours: Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm

Now accepting new patients.Walk-ins welcome!

Offering a wide range of in-office patient services:
 •  General Health Visits
 •  Treatmewnt of Minor Injuries
   - Suturing, Splinting, etc.
 •  Management of Acute & Chronic Illnesses
 •  Well Woman Exams
 •  Pediatric & Adult Annual Preventive Care
 • Pediatric & Adult Immunizations
 • Texas Health Steps   • Texas Vaccines for Children Program
 • Allergy Testing    • Cash Pay Labs   • Work/School/Travel Exams
 • DOT Physicals • Sports Physicals    • Pre-Employment Physicals
 • Drug Screenings

Now Available!
In-house PCR Covid 
Test Results in 30 
Minutes

COVID VACCINES in Center for Adults & Children!

1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas
936-598-2907936-598-2907

LLet us customet us custom
match and mix qualitymatch and mix quality
Farrell-Calhoun paintFarrell-Calhoun paint

for your next homefor your next home
project!project!Springtime is the perfect time to tackle that Springtime is the perfect time to tackle that 

DIY project. Come see us and let’s get started!DIY project. Come see us and let’s get started!
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• New Construction
• Mobile Home Repairs
• Generator Installations
• Remodels

Owners: Mike & Dee Anna Rudd
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm • Call TODAY 936-875-4008

office@southernreliant.com
TECL #21324  •  Licensed/Insured

“Family-Owned since 2004”

FREE ESTIMATES

MARTIN KENNEL & GROOMINGMARTIN KENNEL & GROOMING
Your Neighborhood                         
                    Dealer

NEW 

ADDITIONAL LOCATION:

148 COUNTY RD. 3734

CENTER, TEXAS

Back pain?
Nerve pain?

Shoulder issues?
Hip issues?

How about those knees?

Stretch ER
Fascial Stretch Therapy • Pilates • Massage • Gifts

110 S. Pecan St. Nacogdoches Texas 75961
www.Stretch-ER.com

936.569.1044

Weekly Events/Specials
Tuesday - Tequila Specials
 Karaoke 7 pm-close
Wednesday - Wells Specials
  Trivia 7-9 pm
Thursday - Draft Beer Specials
Friday - Ladies Night 8 pm-close
Saturday - Live Music 8-11 pm
Sunday-Sunday Funday 4-7 pm

Live Music for March
Saturday 3/05 - Brian Winfield
Saturday 3/12 - Enrique Munguia
Saturday 3/19 - Joe Resendis
Saturday 3/26 - Steffany Karback

At Nac Cocina, we strive to give you a unique Tex 
Mex experience. We take pride in our carefully 
made from-scratch menu items and our craft 

cocktails using local spirits. With our weekly events,
there’s always something going on at Nac Cocina!

1315 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX

936-305-3441

Follow us on social media!Follow us on social media!

@nac.cocina@nac.cocina @nac.cocina@nac.cocina @naccocina@naccocina
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 The Importance of 
Letters
by Taylor Millard

  Recently I was asked to speak 
to the Wednesday Rotary Club 
held at the Fredonia Hotel. I would 
be compensated with a free meal 
and was allowed to choose my pre-
ferred topic; both are good incen-
tives for a man that enjoys good 
food and hearing his own voice. 
There was one difficulty to ma-
neuver and that was the request, or 
should I say demand, to keep my 
talk under twenty minutes. I can 
talk twenty minutes on almost any-
thing, like the importance of gravy
in Southern cooking, or why women
choose to dye their hair, but I decided
on the importance of letters. 
  I began my appreciation for
letters after my aunt died twenty-one
years ago. She had inherited my 
grandparents’ house thirty years prior,
next door to my childhood home, then she began preserving and remodeling the 
home to fit a more modern taste. My mother and I went to the home built by my 
paternal grandparents in 1919, to assist in an inventory after her death. As we 
searched through the rooms, we found a drawer with saved letters, dating back 
to the   construction of the home. They were mostly written to my grandmother 
from her sisters.
  We opened each one to read the correspondence of the day between the 
writer and the reader. We did not find sweeping poetic literature, instead it was 
the mundane of life, captured on paper. Here lay a written record of who these 
people were, what they thought, their minor victories and troubles. Following 
this event, I began to write personal letters to the people in my life. I have not 
stopped this practice, I write to congratulate, encourage, sympathize, or thank 
them for making me a better person. I am making my small contribution to 
written history. 
  That may seem to be a grandiose statement, but letters are kept. We can 
delete emails or texts, but a letter is rare, worth keeping, in that special place 
in the home, reserved for the mementos of our lives.  I would venture to say 
as you read this, you have in mind that drawer you have in your home. It may 
have a hilarious letter from a child away at camp, a handwritten note from a 
now deceased grandparent, maybe even a sonnet from your spouse, doing their 
best to express their love, from long ago. 
  I believe the contents of these special compartments will sadly shrink over 
the years to come. I don’t think the text with the three emojis that was so cute 
at the time will make the cut. I doubt the email that was scrutinized so carefully 
right before send was clicked, will be printed, put in an envelope then placed 
with care in the archive of family papers.
  Only the ones that are found in a mailbox, among the coupons, solicita-
tions, and bills, will make the final cut. Nothing replaces the feeling of receiv-
ing a personal correspondence. You look at the front and back, then carefully 
open the envelope, to reveal your prize. Many are read in the parking lot of the 
post office or standing in a driveway. The words under your gaze are consumed 
with hunger, then reread to see if you can recapture the feeling again, or make 
sure you absorb every word.
  You announce the news to your family, I got a letter today from…, fol-
lowed by let me see, what did they say? The others come and gawk at the rare 
document, then it is stored away with reverence. 
  I published a novel in 2021 tiled An Honorable Place. The prologue of the 
book is William Barret Travis’s letter from the Alamo, pleading for help, that 
never came. That letter was written in 1836, but to this day, reveals what Travis 
thought and his dedication to the creation of the Republic of Texas. Letters are 
important for historians to gain insight into the hearts and minds of the men 
and women of our past. Without letters, history is incomplete. My book was not 
about Travis, but letters were a theme in the book of fiction, because letters are 
important. 
  I challenge anyone reading this to write those people in your life that made 
you a better person. You do not have to have any great skill to do this, just try. 
The feeling received by the reader will be a blessed reward. Write to children, 
parents, grandparents, good friends, or old friends. You don’t need the words of 
others on some Hallmark card, use your words. Be honest, be sweet, be kind, 
be thoughtful, and most of all be thankful. Thankful that person is still alive to 
read your words because none of us are promised another day. Do not live to 
regret making sure the special people in your life are appreciated, in writing. 
  To whom will you write your letter before you go to sleep tonight?

Henry Taylor Millard, known as Taylor, to 
almost everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches 
with a story telling father and a history 
reading mother. Taylor is a seventh genera-
tion Texan and lives on the same family land 
dating back to the eighteen-thirties. He and 
his wife attend Old North Baptist Church 
that his great-great-grandmother assisted in 
founding in 1838.
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You Will Feel Right at Home Here
WE WILL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY 
We have many years of 
experience taking care of the dental 
needs of our East Texas community 
and are committed to providing you 
with REAL CUSTOMER SERVICE.  If 
restorative treatments are needed, 
we will give you a detailed treatment 
plan, up front, so you will be able 
to choose the best options for you.   
For your convenience, we file on all 
dental insurance and will check on 
your benefits before treatment.  Our 
patients are treated like family from 
the moment you call us or walk in our 
front door.

Find out why our dental office is different!

936.564.7240
1302 Raguet Street • Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

We are located at the corner of Bailey and Raguet Streets behind Memorial Hospital.

Daniel A. Weaver, DDS, MSDaniel A. Weaver, DDS, MS
OrthodontistOrthodontist

1520 E Starr Ave
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
@NacBraceman
braceman@suddenlink.net
936.564.9320

• Home / Business Locks & 
Alarms & Cameras

• Automotive Keys / Remotes
• Fire Systems / Monitoring

24/7 Emergency 
Service Available

936-205-8049
shane@bushsecurity.com • www.bushsecurity.com

Should I Attend 
the Visitation or 
the Funeral?
by Danny Mounger

 Close family and friends of the person 
who died will likely attend the visitation 
and funeral service. Others may attend both 
or may need to or prefer to attend one or the
other, but not both.
 Visitation may take place the day be-
fore the funeral, the evening before or even 
just hours before the funeral service. Most 
often the visitation has less structure than a
funeral service. What happens at a visitation 
is based on local tradition, religion and the
preference of the family.
 Often the body will be present for view-
ing. Visitors who find it helpful to see the
body will approach the casket respectfully
and take a moment to pray or say good-bye
in their own way. Those who are not comfort-
able with this opportunity need not participate. If you are not comfortable with 
seeing a body don’t allow that to keep you from attending the visitation and       
offering comfort to the mourners.
 When attending a visitation, friends and family will come and go during the 
prescribed calling hours as they choose. Attendees include people who knew or 
admired the deceased and people who did not know the person who died but who 
know one or more of the mourners. They come to offer condolences or to share 
fond memories and stories of the person who died.
 When you are one of those who knew the deceased but did not know the 
family do not underestimate the power of your story. Introduce yourself, share 
how you knew their family member, use his name and share what you enjoyed, 
admired, or did with the person they loved and lost.
 The funeral, on the other hand, is a more structured event. It will have a 
beginning, middle and end. Attendees are expected to remain for the entire pro-
gram. Funerals may be faith based or a celebration of life. They will usually 
include a eulogy and often pictures, music, or readings are included.
 Attending either a funeral or visitation shows respect for human life and      
affection for those who have lost someone they love.

Danny Mounger and his wife, 
Shannon, own and operate Laird 
Funeral Home in Nacogdoches, 
Taylor Funeral Home in Timpson, 
Mangum Funeral Home in Center 
and Corrigan Funeral Home.
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 As winter winds down and the flowers start blooming, Nacogdoches is com-
ing out of hibernation and ready to kick off the event season with a bang!
 March starts out strong with a jam-packed first weekend with things to do for 
everyone! Saturday, March 5th will be the first of many vendor pop-ups called 
“Market on Main” at 305 E. Main Street. The market will feature arts, crafts, lo-
cal foods and more! If you can’t make the first one, don’t worry! This event will 
be back on the first Saturday of every month. After Market on Main, head over 
to the Fredonia Brewery for their 5th Anniversary Celebration! To commemorate 
the occasion, the Fredonia Brewery will have food trucks, limited edition glass-
ware, live music by The Kid Icarus Project and special brews. Bring the whole 
family for this fun event! 
 The evening of March 5th will be the return of the Nac Art Walk after a 
5-year hiatus! Come to Downtown Nacogdoches to see over 25 artists and their 
work featured in Downtown Shops and Boutiques, from 4-7pm. 
 But the fun doesn’t stop there, of course! March signifies the return of the 
Azalea Trail, and we’re hoping for a beautiful season. St. Patrick’s Day brings 
more celebration at the Fredonia Brewery as well as a fun run brought to you by 
the Nacogdoches United Runners!
 Don’t miss Nac Snack Friday on March 25th. This will be a special one,     
because the Nacogdoches Swing Dance and the Old Town Brass Band will be 
joining us for “Swing in the Streets!” Pilar Street will be closed for dancing to 
swing music under the stars. Wear your best vintage costume, there will be a 
contest at 8:15!
 Coming up in April we have Wine Swirl: Sip Me Baby One More time on 
April 2nd, and the Annual Helping House Kite Fest at the A.L. Mangham Airport 
on April 3rd. 
 Find event details, lodging and dining options, plus so much more at visitna-
cogdoches.org! Follow us on Facebook (Visit Nacogdoches) and Instagram (@
visitnac) to keep up with what’s happening in the Oldest Town! 

Exciting Month of 
March Planned!

Ashley Morgan
CVB Creative Content Director 

www.SheilaDianCarney.com
Planning to list? Give us a call!!!

A+

Sheila Carney, President
BROKER/REALTOR*/GRI
(936) 569-4097
sheilacarney@swbell.net
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

(936) 569-4097

3001 North St.
Nacogdoches, TX

 REAL ESTATE

4611 Mystic Lane. In the City on one of its most desirable streets! Surrounded by 
2.63 Treed Acres with the feel of total privacy and country living at its best. Built in the 
Yr 2000 by an excellent Builder. Approx. 3380 SF of Living Area. Beautiful porches front 
& back add another 1611 SF of Space. Enjoy 3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths. The Living Room 
is huge with built-ins galore and a WBFP. Enjoy your own Library with built-ins or use as 
Other. The Kitchen is so spacious with 2 X the Pantry Area, a Center Island, a Fabulous 
View, and Room for your Elongated Table. Built-ins in most every room include the Formal 
Dining. Separate Home Office off the garage. Amenities feature a 22 KW Gas Generator, 
14’ X 40’ RV Bldg. with all connections, Extra Thick Concrete Drive and Pad, Mini-Plant 
Room, Storage Bldg., Zoned Central Units, and more. Save Money and Delays, Seller paid 
for Recent Survey! 2-Car Attached Garage plus a 2-Car Carport  at the Kitchen & Utility 
Room Entrance. By Appointment Only by Qualified Buyers. Listing Broker, Sheila Carney,        
936.569.4097 for more info.        PRICED TO SELL  $488,000
 

Personal Service from Contract to Closing!Personal Service from Contract to Closing!

www.4611MysticLane.comwww.4611MysticLane.com
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Shirley Creek Marina
Campgrounds & RV Park

23177 FM 226 - Etoile,TX  75944 - 936.854.2233 - Sam Rayburn Lake

Beautiful Sunsets over the lake. 
Swimming Area and Large RV Park!

Beautiful Piney Woods in any season!

Town & Country Real Estate
114 Nacogdoches Street
Center, Texas 75935
Office: 936-598-6111
Cell: 936-590-1990
6785miller@gmail.com
www.town-country-re.com
Facebook: / Rhonda Proffitt

“The HOME Team”  /  Proffitt$ in the HOUSE
Rhonda Proffitt - Realtor

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com
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What's 
on Your 
Mind?
“And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if 
we do not lose heart.”

    Galatians 6:9 (NKJV) 
  

     Everyone at some time or another has 
been discouraged. It’s universal. I have. You 

have. We all have. It’s recurring. You can get discouraged a number of times. It’s 
highly contagious. Other people can become discouraged because you’re discouraged.
 The dictionary defines discouragement as “to be deprived of courage, to be de-
terred, to be disheartened.” All those D words – and you can throw in doom, depres-
sion, defeat, despair, and disappointment. The mind dwells on them when life has us 
pinned down. The New Testament uses three Greek words to carry the idea of being 
discouraged. We always translate them as “to faint” or “to grow weary” or “to lose 
heart.”
 Did you know that a man was once court-martialed and sentenced to a year’s 
imprisonment for being a discourager? It happened during the Boer War (October 
12, 1899-May 31, 1902) at the siege of Ladysmith. The fortunes of the town and gar-
rison were hanging in the balance. This civilian would go along the lines and speak 
discouraging words to the men on duty. He struck no blow for the enemy, not one. 
He was just a discourager. The court-marital judged it a crime to speak disheartening 
words in an hour like that.
 Dr. Norman Vincent Peale was a minister and author (most notably of The Power 
of Positive Thinking) and a progenitor of “positive thinking.” In 1932 he began a 
fifty-two-year tenure as pastor of Marble Collegiate Church in Manhattan. During 
that time the church’s membership grew from six hundred to five thousand, and he 
became one of New York City’s most famous preachers.
 In his book, Power of the Plus Factor, Dr. Peale relates the story of the time he 
was in Hong Kong. He came upon a tattoo studio. In the window were displayed 
samples of the tattoos available. The one that struck him the most was, “Born to 
Lose.” He went inside and asked, “Does anyone really have that terrible phrase, 
“Born to Lose,” tattooed on his body?
 “Yes, sometimes,” said the owner.
 “I just can’t believe that anyone in his right mind would do that,” said Dr. Peale.
The Chinese man simply tapped his forehead and in broken English said, “Before 
tattoo on body, tattoo on mind.”
 What’s on your mind?

A LITTLE HUMOR: A woman was fussing at her husband. “All you do,” she said, 
“is sit around with your feet propped up. Don’t you ever feel any ambition?”
 “Sure I do,” the husband said. “I feel lots of ambition when I sit around. That’s 
why I sit. But as soon as I start to work, I get discouraged.”

“REED ALL ABOUT IT!”
            by Dr. Allen Reed

122 MIMMS AVENUE 936-205-9906
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961 FAX 936-205-9908

RPERRY@RACHELPERRYINSURANCE.COM

HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • HEALTH
WATERCRAFT • MOTORCYCLE

PERRY PROPANE
& APPLIANCE

Bottle • Home • Farm
Industry

We service residential, farms and             
industries. Bottles filled and tanks 
leased and sold. All commercial 

and  residential propane 
installations.

Bayou Classic 
4-Gallon 
Bayou Fryer 
with 2 Stain-
less Baskets

Propane 
bottles for 
outdoor 
grills and 
firepits

Bayou Classic 
Stock Pot with 

Vented Lid in 
Stainless Steel

Large         
selection of 
Lodge Cast 
Iron Cook-

ware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and 
shrimp cookers. We sell Bayou Classic 
Fish Cookers and accessories.

6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Dr.)
www.perrypropane.com 

936.564.8448
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 “I did not kill that man, all I have ever done was ARMED ROBBERY!”
......and with those words, another incident begins.

BACKGROUND:
 It was March 3, 2008, and we were seated in a popular restaurant on the west 
Loop in Nacogdoches. It is a popular place and many of my friends and kinfolks 
eat there on a regular basis.
   Leah Vest and her two young children were seated with me and we were just 
beginning to eat. Seated by the door was a well groomed truck driver that I had 
not seen in there before.
 Suddenly a man came in and began talking to the seated truck driver. I          
assumed they were both truck drivers and knew each other.
 Very quickly the conversation took a dark turn. The man standing, loudly 
named a large ranch in this area, and then asked the other if he knew who he was 
talking about.
 The response was, “No, I am not from around here and don’t know that 
name.”
 We then heard, “They are all saying I killed a man.....I didn’t kill that man...
all I have ever done was armed robbery!”
 He then added, “If I eat with you...you will have to taste my food first            
because they all want me dead!”
 The back of my neck turned beet red and began tingling. I would suggest that 
the hair on my head stood straight up, but too many of you know me for me to get 
by with that!
 Leah quietly asked, “What do we do!?”
 I told her to take her children and quietly leave. 
 I eased over to the waitress behind the counter, Jamie, and quietly told her,   
“take your phone and go into the back and call 911. Tell them I am going to need 
help soon!!”
 I go back and take my seat when I saw the seated truck driver stand up and 
step to the door. He wanted to step out, but was hesitating. He had no idea that 
law enforcement was in the room and that I was watching them. I could sense that 
he was anticipating an attack if he moved too quickly. 
 After the truck driver left, I hear, “Who is the Constable in here?” I replied 
that I was and he came to my table. He quickly said, “You know me, we both ride 
horses!” I replied, “I guess you do know me.”
 Pushing what looked like legal papers towards me, I hear, “Man, I just got 
out of jail today in Lufkin. Would you read this and tell what I need to do?”
 A quick scan showed he had been handled for theft in the County Court of 
Angelina County. 
 I replied, “Sure, have a seat here and let me read it.” With that, he was now 
sitting in front of me and to my left.
 His voice was moderate until he suddenly yelled at a couple in front of us, 
“What are you staring at?!!”
 The customer replied, “ Nobody, my wife and I are just trying to eat.”
 The police have now been enroute for a couple of minutes to a call of a  na-
ture unknown to them. I appreciated that they, knowing the call was for me, knew 
something was wrong,  and they were coming fast.
 The 911 operator kept Jamie on the line and kept asking what was current-
ly happening. The response was, “Nothing, they are still just talking.....” Then, 
“Now the guy is standing up and yelling at everyone.”
 In a soft voice, to stall for time, I had asked him to sit back down and let 
me finish reading his court papers. He complied. He then popped up again and 
yelled, “There are police cars outside!” I told him they did not pertain to us and 
to sit back down... and he did.
 At that point three NACOGDOCHES POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
came through the door. As Officers John Berry, Eric Newell, and Cain Swann 
came in, I gestured behind my back for them to hurry.
 I was sensing a serious problem and I had no time to convey everything to 
them.
 Seated behind me and to my left was a couple with a newborn baby. They 
had to be protected.  As the officers got close, I stood, stepping quickly between 
the suspect and the family. All the officers were reaching for the suspect. A Taser 
was deployed but it was somewhat deflected off the struggling suspect. 

Another 
Chapter in 
“True Tales 
of East Texas 
Lawmen” Roger Dudley

Nacogdoches County Constable
Precinct 3
Phone 936.554.0449
RogerDudley@gmail.comNacogdoches County, 

2008!  The four of us grabbed him and he tried to break free. We then knocked three 
or four tables over as he struggled to break free. Waiting for him was a large 
TEXAS HIGHWAY PATROLMAN, Chris Koonce, who immediately grabbed 
him from behind.
 I will always remember the expression on the Trooper’s face as he felt the 
intense physical resistance used by the suspect. The man breaks loose from the 
five of us and hits a locked right side door. He fell back and we all grabbed him 
and fall forward.
 We are all out in the foyer, on the floor, with the Trooper on the bottom. We 
had the man down, we had him contained, but did not have complete control. 
NPD Officers have triple retention lock systems on their holsters to prevent their 
weapons from being taken in a crowd. Our friend grabbed one officer’s gun and 
we could not break the grip he had on that pistol. Imagine if he had grabbed that 
nearby baby’s neck with that same grip.
 After nearly six minutes of struggle, we only gained the upper hand when 
officer number six, John Allen, and number seven arrived. 
 The handcuffs were now on......

CONCLUSION:
 I have mentioned PCP didn’t I? ....No? Had you guessed PCP?
 We were dealing with an individual that had taken not one, but TWO hits of 
PCP that afternoon. The man was in his late twenties and later stated that he had 
been smoking Marijuana soaked in formaldehyde since he was seventeen. He had 
also been in prison for having robbed a NACOGDOCHES COUNTY  bank. 
 Two days after his arrest, the NPD Sergeant that had transported him to jail 
walked by his cell and the suspect wanted to chat. He stated, that even though two 
days had passed since ingesting the drugs, he still could not feel his face or skin.

OTHER REFLECTIONS:
 The 911 tape was interesting. The waitress, who did a good job, was kept on 
the line and was repeatedly asked, “What is happening now?” For the first couple 
of minutes the answer was the same, “Nothing,  they are just talking.”
  Then, “The man is standing  and he is SHOUTING at other customers!”
 Then: “Good! The Police are coming through the door! “$&%$! They are 
tearing the place up!!!”

THE AMBULANCE STAGED:
 This encounter was about 6 minutes of struggle. It lasted long enough that 
an ambulance had time to stage before the suspect was placed in a patrol car. I 
had a very minor cut on a finger from some handcuffs and as I walked by the 
ambulance, someone asked if I wanted them to rinse the blood off. I said sure, 
and stepped up inside the ambulance, for at least ONE minute. I should not have 
been seen doing that....Lol 
 The next day my friend of many years, former Texas Highway Patrolman  
and Sheriff of Nacogdoches County, Joe Evans, called me from his Office as 
Chief of Police in Rusk, Texas.  
 I answered and he said, “I did not expect you to be able to answer the phone!”
 I asked why not and his response was priceless!!
 It was, “I heard an ambulance took you to the hospital last night with a bad 
injury from the fight, and you were not expected to make it.”  Lord help us!!

FINAL THOUGHTS: 
 All of you need to be ever vigilant when out and about. If you detect a sim-
mering problem, call the Police and report it.
  Do not rush to get involved and only then to protect YOU, YOUR FAMILY 
and PEOPLE YOU KNOW. 
 BE VERY SLOW TO BECOME INVOLVED IN A SITUATION BE-
TWEEN STRANGERS BECAUSE YOU MAY NOT CAN TELL THE GOOD 
GUYS FROM THE BAD GUYS.
 Too many good guys have been shot lately by people rushing to get involved. 
This has included plain clothes police officers being shot and a store owner that 
got shot as he HELD the ARMED ROBBER at gun point!!
 License to Carry Permits, with the included training  are still important in 
this dangerous world. Call us.
   
WATCH FOR THE NEXT STORY OF, “TRUE TALES OF EAST TEXAS 
LAWMEN.”

GRIMES SERVICES
Stump Grinding, Mulching & Land Clearing 

Scott Grimes GrimesServicesTX
936-635-5679 GrimesServicesTX@gmail.com
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Hardware

CENTER • CARTHAGE
of East Texas

Helping to get 
you ready for

Spring!
Your cook-out headquarters featuring Traeger 

and Weber grills and Blackstone griddles

Hardware of all types, including a 
full line of Benjamin Moore paints

 Come see us:
• 5438 Loop 500 E in Center 936.598.2734
• 1400 W. Panola in Carthage 903.693.3222

Plus, a great selection
of Yeti coolers!

Check out our gifts
for housewarmings
and wedding showers

Ace Rentals in Center, from lawn mowers to excavators! www.etace.com

Call or text orders to:
Darrell Proffitt 936-332-9640

3974 Hwy 7 East  •  Center, Texas

• Shrimp
• Cajun 
 Sausage
• Gator 
 Sausage
• Boudin
• Crawfish   
 Boudin

• Crawfish   
 Pies
• Gumbo
• Corn
• Potatoes
• Mushrooms

Live Crawfish Boiled Crawfish
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ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Tracy Broadway 936.591.1939

Angela’s 
Monthly Recipe

French Onion Soup

Angela Bradford is the owner/
operator of Appleby Sand Mercantile 
Café in Nacogdoches.

Recipe courtesy of Angela Bradford’s Appleby Sand Mercantile Cafe’ 
Cookbook.  You may purchase the book by contacting her at 936.559.5151

NATURALLY LEAN • TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354
936-560-9482

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

BELLE
ROOK

FARMS

No Hormones or 
Antibiotics Ever

Local Honey Available

4 large yellow onions, peeled and 1 bay leaf
     thinly sliced Pinch of salt
4 Tbsp butter Pinch of pepper
1 Tbsp sugar 1 loaf of French bread
6 cups of beef broth Grated cheese, Swiss or
1 tsp Worcestershire sauce      Mozzarella     

 In a large heavy-bottomed stockpot, melt the butter over medium-high 
heat. Add the onions and sauté until tender. Sprinkle sugar over onions. 
Reduce heat and cook, stirring occasionally, until onions are caramel-
ized (but not burnt), about 20 minutes. Add the beef broth, Worcestershire 
sauce, and bay leaf. Bring to a simmer. Then reduce heat to medium-low 
and simmer for at least 30 minutes, covered. Season to taste with salt and 
pepper. Discard the bay leaf. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. While the 
soup is simmering, slice the French bread into 1-inch pieces and arrange
them in a single layer on baking sheet. Bake for 6-8 minutes, until the 
bread is toasted and golden around the edges. Remove and set aside. 
Switch the oven to the broiler. When ready to serve the soup, place your 
oven-safe bowls on a baking sheet. Ladle the soup into each of them, then 
top with a French bread slice and your desired amount of cheese (about 
1/4 cup shredded cheese for each). Place on an oven rack about 6 inches 
from the heat and broil for 2-4 minutes until the cheese is melted and bub-
bly. Remove and serve immediately.

Chamber Connection
by C. Wayne Mitchell 

IOM, President & CEO,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

 If you are not familiar with the Chamber’s N.O.B.L.E. (Nacogdoches Coun-
ty’s Opportunity for Better Learning Experience) Program, you should be!
 Each year, Nacogdoches County N.O.B.L.E. students are challenged to take 
the distinguished curriculum pathway, complete a community service project, 
and practice good citizenship. Completing the N.O.B.L.E. curriculum will lead 
students to increased opportunities, better jobs and higher self-esteem, and the 
business community benefits from a stronger work force.
 On March 28, more than150 young women and men from Nacogdoches 
County schools will be honored as “N.O.B.L.E. Scholars” at a ceremony at Ste-
phen F. Austin State University. 
 Nacogdoches Chamber Education Committee Chairperson Erin Windham 
says “We are excited to honor these young people on their accomplishments. All 
N.O.B.L.E. Scholars will be presented with a medallion to wear at their gradua-
tion and will be eligible to apply for a scholarship to attend SFA.”
 Alton Frailey, former Interim Nacogdoches Superintendent will be the key-
note speaker at the N.O.B.L.E. banquet awards presentation. 
 The Nacogdoches County Chamber congratulates our graduates and wish all 
prosperous and fulfilling futures!

Alive After Five hosted by R & K Distributors, Inc.
 The buzz has been going around town and yes, it’s true! R&K Distributors, 
Inc. – will host Alive After Five Wednesday, March 23, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Nacogdoches County Exposition & Civic Center. 
 Jimmy Day at R&K has planned another business-after-hours event that 
won’t disappoint with food from Azalea Catering, live music entertainment and 
great door prizes from R&K and Townsquare Media. He is ready to introduce a 
variety of innovative new beers, so plan to try good, new tastings!
 The Alive After Five will be held on the ground floor of the civic center, with 
room for everyone to catch up with friends and make new business contacts. All 
Chamber members are entered in the cash prize drawing, but you must be present 
to win.

Texas Blueberry Festival update: Vendor applications are available.
 If you are interested in showcasing your business or organization at the 32nd 
Annual Texas Blueberry Festival presented by Tipton Ford, contact the chamber 
of commerce at 936-560-5533 or find us at www.TexasBlueberryFestival.com. 
Plus, we have room for more volunteers and sponsors. You could be a part of the 
tastiest festival in Texas!

Banquet Celebrates 
Graduating NOBLE 
Scholars!

Tree Care

Free 
Estimates

Boaz Kelley - Owner/Arborist

936-234-1306
ArtfulArboristCo@gmail.com

www.ArtfulArboristCo.com
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Rhonda Oaks
Lufkin District Public Information Officer
Communications Division
Texas Department of Transportation

    Yes, I know a lot of famous people. But you probably don’t know them. 
 During my working years in the media, I met some famous and not-so-        
famous people, from national politicians to professional athletes and even a few 
famous criminals. After being in a Netflix show and having my five seconds of 
fame on national news, I have come to realize that most of the famous people I 
know are right here in East Texas.
 These people stand up and show up whenever and wherever they are needed. 
We not only have some of the best employees in the state right here in the TxDOT 
Lufkin District, but there are also a few famous ones. 
 We brag about the fact that we had the best truck driver in the state several 
years in a row, determined by our annual Truck ‘Road-eo.’ This event determines 
not only the best drivers, but those who know every safety protocol and follow 
them. 
 We have award winners in our design section who have been recognized 
across the state for taking a project with difficult challenges and smoothing the 
way to a safe, reliable roadway through accurate, exceptional designing. 
 We have a safety team that keeps the Lufkin District reminded of what it 
takes to stay safe, on and off the job. They remind us enough that it has stuck in 
our heads and the district is rated yearly with some of the best safety rankings in 
the state.
 We have environmentalists who not only work ahead of the design teams to 
ensure the safety of any animals that live in or near our projects, but they ensure 
the dignity and preservation in appropriate methods of any archeological discov-
eries that might be found on construction projects.
 The Lufkin District is built on the shoulders of some great men and women. 
There are many who have been honored with state awards throughout our history.
 But I also know famous people who haven’t necessarily been recognized 
statewide. I call them famous heroes. Like those who stopped in a heavy rain 
event to help a couple stranded in floodwaters. An elderly woman who had fallen 
in her front yard unseen by passing motorists, but her cries were heard by two 
nearby maintenance employees. 
 It’s the hero who is the first to stop at a crash scene to help an accident victim 
and the ones who keep our district grounds safe and ready for visitors. It’s the 
ones who stop their work, take off their hard hats and show respect for a passing 
funeral procession. It’s those who are always on call 24/7 and go to help clear a 
roadway in freezing temperatures or monitor the safety of motorists near a crash 
scene. It’s the one who buys toys with his own money all year, just to give them 
away to children every Christmas. 
 I could go on and on telling you about the heroes and famous people I know 
who make life better for us each day by building and maintaining a safe, reliable 
transportation system. But I encourage you to get to know them. You see them 
going about their work near the roadways each day. We hope you will choose to 
travel those roadways in a safe manner. Buckle up, put the phone down and give 
them a smile and a wave. They are famous.

I Know Some 
Famous People

BUY HERE-
SERVICED HERE!

2502 NW Stallings Drive

936.564.3579
Quality lawn and garden 

equipment sales and service 
since 1958. Largest selection of 
Stihl products in Nacogdoches!

Jane Blount, Agent

(214) 250-4119
Scott Foster, Broker

(936) 598-7800

Residential • Commercial • Farms • Land

Center, TexasCenter, Texas

A HouseSOLD Word!
mathewsrealty.com

BE YOUR OWN BOSS!!!  12 House Broiler Farm located in San Augustine 
Texas currently under contract with Pilgrims, Nacogdoches Complex. This 
farm raises the 9 week bird with an average of 4.5 flocks per year. This farm 
consist of 6-40x400 ft. houses built in 2000 with a capacity of 14,500 birds per 
house and 6-43x500 ft. houses, 4 built in 2005, 2 built in 2008. These houses 
have a capacity of 20,500 birds. This farm has 8 water wells, several out-
building and sits on 152 acres. $3,350,000.00 PF21403. Call Scott at Mathews 
Realty 936-598-7800. A MUST SEE!!!
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BIGGEST LITTLE SHOW

ing that “There’s something good about the outside of a horse for the inside of a 
person.” Given my age and stage and condition I’ve probably got no real cause 
or reason for keeping a handful of horses. But…I like to be around them. I like to 
smell them. I like to brush them. I like to hear them cracking corn and grain with 
their teeth when they’re eating. And, yes, I still like to occasionally take a spin on 
a good going mount.
  Horses and folks have shared the working fields for eons–plowing, pulling, 
hauling. Not only have horses fulfilled so well their chores as beasts of burden, 
they’ve done ok in saving people steps over vast stretches of countryside first, 
then roads later. Uses and purposes have evolved. The early explorers over 450 
years ago brought over Arab, Spanish, English strains with the focus on provid-
ing smooth, sure, adequate, and comfortable transportation astride. Concentra-
tion or necessary attention was paid toward ambling or comfortable (smooth, not 
jarring) gaits.
  While later on the family plow horse was often additionally used to tote the 
kids or adults on the trek to town or church, there came into being out of necessity 
and practicality different categories and strains of horses–one size didn’t fit all. 
Pulling logs or heavy sleds or Conestoga wagons took teams or larger frame draft 
horses. When roads of some all seasonal use suitability cut through the forests 
and plains, there were breedings selected for trotting wagon and buggy horses-
and for other than trotting types for road gaits at a bit of speed beyond the walk.  
The walk is as smooth as it gets-a four beat gait. Kicking it up a bit in some types 
of horses results in the lateral pacing or diagonal trotting until you get up to the 
three beating canter, lope, gallop stages and that started the syndrome and search-
ing for the more equilateral four beat gait–to eliminate the discomfort of the trot 
or pace at speeds lower than the “three beats”–let’s try to avoid the bladder busters. 
  Once better going horses evolved, there was–as is the case often in our hu-
man habits and make-up–an inclination to compare and maybe show off a little 
bit. We’re pretty much for the subject of this reflection talking about good going 
riding horses and not so much working or special purpose stock horses.  Stock 
horses are a “whole other” subject that in our country probably comprise 90% 
of the current equine syndrome. No organization has ever done a better job of 
formulating guidelines, establishing parameters, and promoting its product as has 
the American Quarter Horse Association. Indeed as the AQHA touts, the quar-
ter horse is America’s horse. Barrel racing, rodeo work, cutting, reining, roping, 
halter exhibitions, straightway racing are all part of the package of those great 
and popular horses. We’re gonna talk pretty much about “saddle” horses in this 
project, however.
   The roads and streets and wagon or buggy-suitable trails made the focus 
turn a bit away from the smoothly going saddle mounts for a while–a nice trot-
ting type horse such as a hackney, standardbred, or saddlebred would work out 
well as a pulling or cart horse. After a while there again came the desire on the 
part of some folks for a “fancy front end” smooth with a touch of speed as well 
as classy riding horse–imagine the country doctor, the rural mailman, the Sun-
day afternoon trail riders, for example. The fans of the nice riding saddlehorses 
became numerous enough that they, too, wanted to demonstrate to others what 
they thought were as nice to look at as to ride pretty horses. They didn’t hesitate 
to don nice attire as well as to clip and “shine” their horses’ coats. Certainly the 
appeal was not universal. I’ve heard some folks say they think a horseshow is just 
a bunch of horses’ asses showing their horses’ asses to another group of horses’ 
asses! Wow...don’t think so! This town proved for over a quarter century that a 
chance to see fine horseflesh and lovely attire and tack of owners and riders was 
a most desirable thing. Indeed our local venue could be matched in Texas only by 
the State Fair of Texas horseshow at the Dallas Fair and by the nationally famous 
Pin Oaks Charity Horseshow in Houston.
 

YOUNG AT HEART
 
 Dr. C. C. Young, long time be-
loved local veterinarian and horse 
proponent acted from the inception 
year through the expiration year of the 
Nacogdoches show as the official vet-
erinarian and the paddock master. He, 
pretty much along with Dr. Stephen 
B. Tucker as President of the Saddle 
Club, coordinated the project and as-
sembled all the community contribu-
tors and helpers to make the matter 
seem to come together. Starting on 
the Monday of the week of the show, 
Dr. Young pretty well lived down at 
the fairgrounds helping to corral the 
folks and the horses, connect the dots,
and wind the clock of community efficiency. His daughter, Lynda “Bitsy” Young 
Pool and her husband, Eli, served as able lieutenants as did his son, John Strip-
ling Young. Bitsy and Eli later ended up for many years heading up the Arabian 
show that in the 60’s, as an additional community effort show, became part of the 
calendar for decades–being later primarily held at our town’s Exposition/Civic 
Center on the loop.
  Dr. Young’s wife, Jane Stripling Young, worked along with Lois (Mrs. 
Claude) Barham and others as secretaries checking in all the arriving exhibitors, 
grooms upon arrival–assigning them their preferred and regular stalls at various 

(some 6 or 7) large horse barns on the fairgrounds property. The stalls in the larg-
est main barns tended to be rented by the larger stables which would rent several 
stalls for the horses and an additional stall to serve as a (sometimes draped or
curtained) tack and dressing room–often had throw rugs or carpets on the 
ground. The horse stalls, tack rooms, and aisles of the barns were floored with 
clean pine shavings brought in from one or more of the local sawmills. Most of 
the tack rooms would have a banner with the stable’s name and rows of saddles, 
bridles, and trunks of brushes, mane combs, and other related gear. They also had 
a cot in one corner where the groom who cared for the horse slept, keeping watch 
over the valuable animals and tack at night. Ably helping was Mr. S.D. “Pinky” 
Redfield, accountant, who supervised the collecting, counting, proper use of the 
funds paid for participation by the horse owners and later paid for admission by 
attendees. Monday of show week at about noon an old 55 gallon wooden barrel 
was brought to the grounds, soaked overnight for the boards to expand, and was 
filled each morning with a couple of 50 pound blocks of ice to provide cold water 
to thirsty visitors.
  John Young, Joel Burk, and Frank Sharp Tucker would methodically prior 
to each night’s last class-the hunters and jumpers class-set up maybe a dozen 
“jumps” and obstacles for that most popular event-then have to take them all back 
down again at the end of each night’s show. There was on Saturday morning of 
the show in about a 2 acre area behind the east side stands, going down toward 
Lanana Creek among the huge oaks, a “course” containing more jumps and ob-
stacles resembling a “hunt course” such as was used in cross country fox hunts 
in England (and in Virginia and Maryland hunt country in America). The hunters 
were mostly used on the large course, while the jumpers performed mostly in the 
ring/arena. At least one of the exhibitors went on to become an Olympic equestrian.
 

WHO HAD ALL THOSE HORSES?
WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?

 
 We’ve talked about maybe 350 horses of all types showing up at the Nacog-
doches County Fairgrounds at the end of July or beginning of August there for 
over a quarter century worth of years. Where were they from? Surely some were 
local–the Wright, Mize families 
provided fine blooded horse show 
entries as did lots of kids line up 
with their pleasure mounts.
 There were numerous barns, 
stables, horse operations in Texas 
as well as in surrounding states and 
those way beyond short haul dis-
tances.
  Mostly the hunter/jumper hors-
es came from the Houston area. I’m 
told a wealthy oil man had a facility 
near Memorial Drive where those 
fine athletic horses were trained, 
stabled, raised. I remember one 
young man’s name who was al-
ways here as a rider–Johnny Conn.
  I remember lots of names of riders, owners, trainers who year after year came 
here to our town to be a part of the production that became legendary throughout 
the horse show world and circuit. Some of such coming back to mind after all 
these years are (most likely given the passage of time “were”):
1. Cynthia Midcap of Midacre Stables in San Antonio
2. Charlotte and Thurman Barrett of Boerne, Texas
3. Dorothy Knox Howe of Houston
4. Wink and son Winky Groover–walking horse trainers from Tennessee
5. Art Simmons–trainer from Mexico, Missouri
6. George Roberts and Leon Roberts–brothers who trained Saddlebreds
7. Helen Crabtree from Kentucky, one of the country’s foremost and premier 

equitation teachers
8. Josephine Abercrombie (and her family’s trainer, Lee Roby) of the famed Pin 

Oaks Stables in Houston
9. The Circle T (J. Glenn Turner family) stables in Dallas–Wallace Brandon, 

trainer
10. Joey Dorignac–the harness horse folks from New Orleans who still have in 

their family the famous specialty grocery store (Dorignac’s).  Joey later be-
came a noted thoroughbred racehorse trainer.

11. Percy Moss of Tennessee who rode the 1956 World Grand Champion mare, 
White Star

12. Joan Robinson Hill of Houston and her gray mare, Beloved Belinda
13. Boedecker Farms
14. Dub Ivins of Dublin, Texas–walking horse trainer
15. Dozens of small family owned/trained weekend “hobby” horses households
16. Dozens of Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee barns and stables 

who always had in their show season circuit the name of Nacogdoches etched 
permanently in their calendars

 
LET’S HEAR IT FOR THE PYTHIAN SISTERS

 
 Near the exhibition building on the fairgrounds up toward the entrance was 
located a small (maybe 15’x25’) frame building which housed an occasional use 
café. It was staffed probably twice a year–the weeks of the County Fair and the 
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Dr. C. C. Young-Show veterinarian, pad-
dock master

Owner/exhibitor Dan Mize with an American 
Saddlebred Harness Horse
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5” & 6” SEAMLESS
Your honest fulltime gutter company!

936-556-0274

bsgutter.com  •  gut-r-dun

ThAnk you for voTing uS  
ThE BEST guTTEr CoMpAny!

Rainchains • save youR Foundation • RepaiR/ clean out • leaFguaRd • call oR text

CALL BuBBA phiLLipS

Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom
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Horse show–by a group of ladies known as the Pythian Sisters, a group similar, I 
suppose, to the Eastern Star organization.
  Could they ever cook! The building was a white board tin roof simple struc-
ture with tilt up flap sides screened in. No slab or floor-fresh sawdust and shav-
ings were placed on the ground the weeks of use of the facility. The screen door 
in front opened onto a “U” or horseshoe shaped counter that had maybe 18 total-6 
or 8 in front and 6 or 8 down each side-stools. There were in back bricks or cinder 
blocks buried to act as slabs for a couple of stoves and refrigerators. Best I can 
recall the ladies (usually about five at a time) opened the “dining room” from 
about 10:00 A.M.-10:00 P.M. for hungry exhibitors, visitors, whomever. I know 
my Uncle Doc (C. C. Young) would for a week’s time during the show calendar 
take every meal there. Some say the burgers were as good as they could get any-
where and the ladies prided themselves on their fried chicken, hamburger steaks, 
spaghetti dinners. Even during the stifling heat of summers and stove burners 
blazing in the rear, the ventilation via screened in surroundings and raised flaps 
funneling the bit of breeze made it bearable. The smell of the burgers sizzling 
on a griddle or the steam from the bean or even hot weather chili pots drew the 
customers in like magic. There were indeed times folks had to wait in line to get 
a chance to sit at the Pythian Sisters’ café counter!
 

WHO’S IN CHARGE HERE?
 
 We’ve spoken a bit about the paddock master, the Pythian Sisters food pur-
veyors, the folks checking in the arrivals, but who all were seen by the spec-
tators?  There was a 
nice columned, deco-
rated platform at the 
center ring surround-
ed by a white picket 
fence which was used 
by several folks. The 
limelight was pretty 
much occupied by Mr. 
Jack McKinney, local 
drilling company pro-
prietor, who served 
for many years as the 
announcer or master of
ceremonies. He was toward the end of the run followed by A. T. Mast, Jr., as    
announcer.
  Mr. Raymond Gilmore for years held the position of ringmaster–followed 
later by legendary County Attorney and philosopher, Bryan Holt Davis. Indeed 
Bryan and his lovely wife Carolyn’s first date was to the horse show I’m told by 
their son, Judge Jeff Davis. Ringmaster attire was a white dinner jacket, white 
tuxedo shirt, black pants and bow tie.
 The arena was at the foot of a sloping hill on which stepped concrete view-
ing stands topped by wooden seats had been constructed. At the foot of the stands    
adjacent to the arena was box seating of welded pipe and enclosures where pur-
chasers of the more expensive tickets and major sponsors of the show sat on fold-
ing chairs instead of the backless wooden bleachers. The horses in the various 

events always entered the ring at 
a gate on the southwest curve of 
the ring while the entrants from 
the previous class exited from a 
gate on the northwest curve.

      Nationally acclaimed and ever 
so talented organist, Jason Sum-
mers, who hailed from here but 
toured the horse show circuit, 
could be counted on to play all 
the traditional show music–and 
indeed with much gusto. A 
good-for-the-times sound sys-
tem kept tuned and operational 
by Frank Sharp Tucker made  

                for a lively atmosphere pleas-
              ing the participants and spec-
               tators alike.
     Famous or acclaimed gaited and walking horse judges from around Texas 
and several Southern states came to town to judge the various classes–they, too, 
occupied the arena in the confines of the center ring platform. So did the lovely 
young local girls who served as ribbon girls delivering to the class winners the 
ribbons and trophies commemorating the riders’ participation and placement. 
Best I recall, the girls were usually just out of 9th grade–going to begin what then 
(10th grade) was the first year in high school. Always they were dressed in their 
best summer frocks and they, of course, had to be escorted by young junior 
high or high school boys dressed in their best Sunday school clothes.Despite 
enduring the beads of sweat rolling down his spine while dressed in shirt, coat, 
and tie on a hot summer evening, each was grateful for the privilege of having a 
pretty young girl on his arm as he walked her to the appropriate horse and rider.
 

THERE’S A SMALL HOTEL

  Certainly we remain blessed to have as a living and dining room part of 

our community household the wonderful, and a few years ago completely refur-
bished, Hotel Fredonia. I can’t think of such another place between Shreveport 
and Bryan or between Dallas and Houston that still exists and flourishes. 
  The hotel had its inception and origin backed by numerous local citizens 
who demanded and paid for a community-owned hotel. Its first manager, Her-
bert O. Wilson, was a revered and capable hands-on chief–indeed he was a few 
short years after the opening named as National Hotel Man of The Year for these 
United States! He pitched in starting in about 1956, as best I recall, making the 
hotel the focal point of hostelry and hospitality for all the exhibitors coming in 
for the horse show from all over Texas as well as from Louisiana, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Kentucky, Tennessee and Indiana.
  The insufferable late summer heat and humidity were chilled for the benefit 
of the show attendees by the air conditioning system of the Fredonia. Mr. Wilson 
opened the doors for a big happy party event on the Friday night following the 
conclusion of the next to last night performances. The talented Tom Jack Lucas 
(piano) and Florene Irwin (organ) livened up the place with every vibrant song 
of recent or then current call to be heard. We’re talking good solid “wood furni-
ture” piano and organ–not the portable “keyboard contraptions” of today. They 
were set up in the hotel’s hallway going south from the lobby facing out from 
the pool and cabana areas. A late night breakfast buffet was set up and catered by 
the capable and caring staff and wonderful cooks. Nobody had any complaints 
or left hungry. The courtesy extended and the complimentary “lagniappe” of this 
feature endeared hundreds to our community–some of whom and their kids and 
grandkids still love to come stay at the Fredonia for a weekend.
  By the way, rooms in the tower part of the hotel were then about $7.00 or 
$8.00 a night–maybe $10.00 for cabana rooms–the weekday “businessman’s 
lunch” at the counter was about 85¢! Were those the days, or what?!
                

THE WRIGHT STUFF–A MANE EVENT
 
 One of our town’s most prominent families–the Wrights, who are the own-
ers of Texas Farm Products 
(Lone Star Feed & Fertil-
izer) Company, came here 
from Winchester, Virginia 
nearly 100 years ago. Mr. 
Marion Steele (M.S.) Wright 
brought his family here, hav-
ing recognized the need and 
advisability of having an 
area facility and industry for 
the production, promotion, 
and providing of good poul-
try and stock feed and crop 
fertilizer products. The busi-
ness became and remains at 
the apex of the feed and fer-
tilizer industry way beyond 
even the confines of Texas.
  The Wright family loved
gaited horses. Mr. M.S. Wright,
Sr., owned and showed his
nice walking horse mare, Sun’s
Hoosier Ann. Son, Joe Wright,
spearheaded the stable that 
dovetailed nicely with the family business promoting the LONE STAR name 
throughout the South. He later owned the World Grand Champion Stallion-   
TRIPLE THREAT-who won the ultimate Tennessee Walking
Horse Stakes prize in Shelbyville, Tennessee in 1965.

  The brilliant star in the 
crown of juvenile walking 
horse riders was Jan Wright 
(now Kingham). Jan’s first
nationally prominent horse
was her Walkaway’s Dark 
Shadow and Jan excelled 
for  years  as  the premier 
young walking horse rider/
exhibitor/equestrienne in the 
country. Indeed, she won at 
least seven World Champion-
ship trophies in her showing 
career–lots of style, beauty,  

          and character in that ring 
          when she entered a class!
                The Lone Star Stables 
                facility/training barn and 
          practice ring was located on 
the north side of the East Austin Street hill headed up toward Appleby Sand 
Road, the barn being located on the site of what was once the C. S. “Shorty” 
Jones family’s dairy barn. It was only a few years ago demolished.
 

TROPHIES FOR THE WINNERS

  Awarded to various class winners were some rather nice and professionally 
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The Joe Wright family and Lone Star Stables owned 
among other famous, great World Champion Ten-
nessee Walking Horses the famed Triple Threat who 
in 1965 at the World Celebration in Shelbyville, 
Tennessee won the World Grand Champion Stake’s 
Class–good as it got! His daughter, Jan, won in her 
exhibitor/owner career at least seven World Cham-
pionships–what a magnificent and dynamic young 
rider.

Ribbon girls Mary Stripling and Twink Sitton are 
escorted to the center ring speaker’s stand by 
wagon drivers dressed in tails and top hats!

Jan Wright accepts her ribbon for a Nacogdoches 
children’s pleasure pony class prior to her later 
English saddle Tennessee Walking Horse famed 
juvenile equitation riding career that resulted in 
dozens upon dozens of blue ribbons and numerous 
World Championships.

Raymond Gilmore, ringmaster, directs the trophy presentation.
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18)

Who Is the 
Jesus You Know?
Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I 
AM” John 8:58 

Jesus’ claim to be God in today’s text led those who heard Him to take up 
stones to throw at Him (v.59; 11:33). Early on in His ministry the people of 
Nazareth wanted to throw Him off a cliff because of the truth He spoke (Luke 
4:28-30). Every attempt to kill Jesus as recorded in the Gospels was held at 
bay by the power of God’s divine plan for His death by crucifixion. Jesus 
Christ is the Lord God who is, and who was, and who is to come. Is this the 
Jesus you know?  
 Before August 1997, I knew about Jesus Christ from my church experi-
ence, but I did not know Him. It wasn’t until I knew Him through a life trans-
forming, born again experience, that I understood the unbridled passion I 
had for sin was because I was separated from God. I had no consciousness of 
thought that I could die in my sins (John 8:23-24). I had no desire to change 
until the Father drew me to Christ. The Bible says no one can come to Jesus 
unless the Father who sent Him draws him (John 6:44). The day the grace 
of God found and rescued me at Grace Chapel at Ft. Lewis, Washington in 
1997 was the day the gospel opened my spiritual ears to hear the voice of the 
God of my salvation (Eph 2:8-9). My life has not been the same since! Jesus 
Christ is the power of a transformed life. Do you have this Jesus?
 We can say whatever we want to say about Jesus, but if we do not say 
what the Bible says about Jesus, we lie and are speaking on behalf of Satan.  
Satan does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father 
of it (John 8:44). The Bible commands us, “Do not believe every spirit, but 
test the spirits, whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1).  
   It is because of biblical illiteracy in the body of Christ that Christians are 
not testing the spirits. We must push back against the lies about Jesus with 
the truth. The Jesus of the Bible is the Christ, the Son of the living God, who 
gave His life as a sacrifice for sin. The Jesus of the Bible is the sinners’ only 
way for salvation from God’s divine judgment that is coming upon the world.  
Jesus Christ is the I AM. Unless you believe Jesus is God before you die, you 
will spend eternity in hell. Do you know this Jesus?
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engraved trophies. These keepsakes or return trophies, while not solid Sterling 
silver, were indeed fine name brand such as Reed & Barton or Gorham silverplate 
cups, plates, bowls, and for the “Stakes Winners,” trays.
  Various town merchants that dealt in fine jewelry such as Kennedy’s Jewelry, 
Boyette’s and Stripling’s–all in the same 200 block of East Main Street–provided 
at cost to sponsors, and as contributions of their own in some regards, dozens of 
fine trophy quality items for handing out by the ribbon girls at the end of each 
class. Leroy Kennedy was a special friend of the horses having a couple of stalls 
at his lovely home (now owned by the President of Commercial Bank) to shelter 
his saddlebred horses. Accordingly, he always provided shelves of his display 
window to reflect to the passers by on the downtown sidewalks in advance some 
of the awaiting prizes.
  My Uncle Ben Stripling loved horses and he, too, allowed use of our family’s 
drug and jewelry store display window to reflect the shiny silver prizes, preci-
sion engraved by their jeweler, Mr. Walter Moss. Lots of folks would come into 
the stores to contribute money for the purchase of the nice plates, platters, trays, 
bowls for engraving and presentation. All appreciated the willingness of those 
merchants to either contribute items or make them available at their wholesale 
cost–another example of the community being willing to be called upon to step 
up and be a part of the production in promoting our town.
 

A GIRL AND HER HORSE
 
 Rose Ann Jones Pool provided me a couple of photographs for use in this 
story as well as the following reflections about her parents’ home barbecue and 
her driving pony, “Silver.” The following are Rose Ann’s own words about the 
mentioned subjects:
  “He was my buddy, my pal, and my friend. I will never forget the day my Dad 
brought him home. The cars in those days were about the size of an army tank 
and the back seat was easily removeable. My Dad had taken out the back seat of 
their sedan and brought the little Shetland pony colt home in style. He was about 
the size of a large dog. His coat was a light tan with a silvery mane that shone like 
a star. He had a white star in the middle of his forehead. It was love at first sight 
and I named him 
Silver Star. I was 
about 4 years old 
when he came to live 
with us, and we grew 
up together. I loved
to brush his soft coat
and his beautiful 
mane and tail. I hear 
that Shetland ponies 
can be a bit ornery 
and mean, but not 
this beautiful boy! 
He loved children 
and stood still to al-
low a child to mount
him. After he was
trained a bit, my Dad
wanted Silver and me
to enter the Nacog-
doches Horse Show. There was a class of children riding Shetland ponies. We 
were all between 5 and 8 years old. One class involved miniature sulkies drawn 
by Shetland ponies. The children had their colors on display. My colors were red 
and white. We wore white pants, and our coats were made of satin. White boots 
were a necessity, as well as a hat to match our outfits. We traveled all over Texas 
and Louisiana to enter these events in other horse shows. I remember a trip to 
Tennessee and to Mississippi. My friend Judy Spradley was a part of this group.  
Her colors were green and white. This event was a crowd pleaser. I cannot re-
member others in the group, but I am sure some of them were from out of town.
  “Our horse show was quite well known. The events were filled with variety.  
Jason Summers played the organ placed in the center of the ring. Jack McKinney 
was often the announcer. Judges were brought in from out of town. It was done 
well thanks to a lot of local people. I remember the bright spotlights, the smell of 
dust, animals, and cotton candy.
  “Exhibitors were treated royally. One of the major events was the annual 
barbeque held in the pasture beside our home. Preparations began weeks pre-
ceding the lunch. The pit was prepared by erecting a large tent. In my child-like 
mind it was huge, but it was probably about 20’x20’. Under the tent men built 
the outside perimeter of the pit from cinder blocks and bricks. Early in the week 
tables were brought in to be used for serving the food as well as the folks to use 
as they ate. The serving tables were probably at least 20’ long and there were 
several of them. They were covered with butcher paper. Tables full of delicious 
fruit were beautifully arranged on ice. Potato salad in large tubs were also put on 
ice. Beans were bubbling away on burners. In the very early morning hours, on 
the day of the barbeque, spotlights were turned on and men would light the wood 
that had been placed inside the brick perimeter. Metal grates were ready to be 
placed on the brick border after the wood was burned to charcoal. The chicken 
was cut in halves, and they knew exactly when to place the chicken halves on 
the metal grate. Men were constantly swabbing the chicken with barbeque sauce. 
They used child-sized mops as they traveled down the sea of chicken and back 

again, keeping the meat moist and delicious. I can almost smell the aroma just 
thinking about it. Folks said you could smell the meat cooking all over town. It 
began small and was especially meant for the exhibitors. The supporters were 
also invited. It soon became a town-wide event and as the supporters grew, so 
did the barbeque. I wish I knew how many people attended. I would guess about 
250-300 but some have suggested even more.
  “I outgrew Silver, but we still spent many hours together. He was a popular 
feature at children’s birthday parties because he was so gentle and loving.
  “Later in his life, laminitis developed in his feet. I would often lead him to 
Banita Creek which bordered our property. I led him into the water to stand and 
to soothe his painful condition. We would sit there for hours just discussing life.  
He was a good listener. Silver lived to be 18 years old. We buried him on the 
property and had a tombstone made for him.”
  The next section of this article talks a bit more about the big event at the 
Jones property.
 

YOU CAN’T KEEP UP WITH THE JONESES ON A COOKOUT!
 
 The highlight of the Horse Show week had to be the barbecue at the Jones 
property–Mr. C. S. “Shorty” Jones and his wife, Christine Jones, owned an awe-
some 60 plus acre tract fronting on North Street between West Lakewood and 
West Parker Streets stretching all the way back west to the railroad track. A bit 
south of their lovely home was an 8 or 10 acre part of their “yard” or pasture 
(where Charles Pool Real Estate and the miniature golf course are now located) 
that became home to the wonderful barbecue lunch held originally for the exhibi-
tors and later on for supporters (about the entire town!) at high noon Saturday.  
What a party it was. 
        Mr. Jones had maybe 30-40 good folks helping out on all the endeavors–had 
to be that many because the event grew to accommodate in the latter years nearly 
500 hungry attendees! Shorty Jones was one of the original half dozen or so men 
who from the early 1940’s went up to Shelbyville, Tennessee from Nacogdoches 
to attend the big World Champion Tennessee Walking Horse Show (the “Cel-
ebration”) and he was so loyal in sharing his lovely facility to help make sure 
Nacogdoches became a sure enough horse show destination of its own. His
neighbor and friend, Jimmie Partin, along with Mr. Partin’s helper, employee, 
and friend Edmund (“Eli”) Lyles labored long in the vineyard to make sure the 
main ingredients were on hand and spot on prepared. Mr. Partin had a popular 
grocery store at the corner of College and North Streets, College Grocery & 
Market, where he cut up for delivery to the Jones property some 250 free ranging 
“yard birds”–that’s 500 halves if my math is correct. Those chickens were pro-
vided and delivered to him by Burgess Poultry Processing Plant on Main Street 
packed in crushed ice in waxed cardboard boxes. They were split in half and a 
half chicken was served to each person attending. Those chickens were cooked 
slowly, carefully watched, tended, turned and mopped with that delicious bar-
becue sauce. Also it was Jimmie and Eli’s task to prepare the potato salad. Each 
year they bought a new #3 wash tub, washed it really good, and used it to make 
the wonderful potato salad.  A #3 tub holds about 17 gallons. At a bit over 10 lbs. 
per gallon that’s nearly 200 pounds of potato salad.
  Local soft drink bottlers 
(Coca-Cola, 7-Up, and Dr. 
Pepper) each brought open 
metal soft drink “vats” which
were filled with blocks of ice,
water, ample supplies of soft
drinks in glass bottles. The
Dairyland (Muckleroy family)
ice cream truck brought 100’s
of “dixie cup” ice cream 
servings and little white 
plastic spoons to cap off the 
meal with a bit of cold sweet 
goodness in the form of
vanilla and chocolate ice cream
and popsicles. Each year
Stanley Jones had as his job,
first, the washing and soaking
of the old 30 gallon wooden
water keg–spigot intact–for serving the iced tea. The keg had to be soaked in 
water for a day or two so that the slat side boards would swell in order to hold 
the liquid contents–tea and ice–tight as a drum. Stanley’s other job was to stir the 
iron wash pot filled with barbecue sauce to mop the chickens. Lots of water, oil, 
tomato juice, brown sugar, ketchup, Worcestershire Sauce, vinegar and whatever 
else they used was stirred over the surrounding coal bed by Stanley with a small 
boat paddle–getting it ready for the chicken cookers to dip into pots to take over 
to the chicken pit for basting with short handle cotton mops throughout the early 
predawn darkness.  One end of the pot was reserved for the huge iron bean pots, 
each of which would hold 2 or 3 gallons of pork and beans amplified in taste by 
the addition of some of the barbecue sauce, mustard, ketchup, brown sugar–con-
stant stirring on that once the beans heated up.
  Next to the chicken cooking pit was a big hardwood–oak and a little pecan 
and hickory–stacks of wrist size sticks burned to turn into charcoal for shovel-
ing into the open spaces of the buried cinder blocks that filled the pots and were 
covered by exposed metal grates. Sawmill owner and another from the get-go 
traveler to the walking horse show in Shelbyville, Tennessee each year, Jesse 
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Mr. C. S. “Shorty” Jones oversees the “Cooking of 
the clucks” at his family home on North Street. The 
barbecue at the Jones property is to this day remem-
bered and talked about by many. Mr. Jones was one 
of a handful of local men who regularly and annually 
went before Labor Day up to Shelbyville, Tennessee 
for the Walking Horse Celebration–Jesse Summers, 
Dr. C. C. Young, F. L. Harris being some of the others.

Rose Ann Jones Pool with her cherished pony, Silver Star, 
hitched up to a little “sulky.” Her family so well served the 
community in hosting the big barbecue at their lovely property 
on North Street. Rose Ann and some other lovely young ladies 
had a several town and multi-state circuit exhibiting their pull-
ing ponies.
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ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available

News from 
Millard’s Crossing
by Grace Handler 
Grace@mchvnac.com

 The Gerald Millard House was built here on site, unlike most of the other 
houses that were moved here. This serves as our Visitor Center, Gift Shop, and 
Office. Look for the new entrance to Millard’s Crossing in the coming weeks. 
 We have many volunteers that come out and help with field trips, flower gar-
dens, small repairs on some of the houses, and even cleaning, just to name a few. 
I would like to publicly thank each of our volunteers that come out and help. We 
are always accepting new volunteers and even have a Junior volunteer program. 
Each house that will be highlighted in the future, including the Millard-Lee house, 
have memories we can only read about in text books. It amazes me every day I 
get the pleasure of walking in each of them knowing when I look at the bassinet 
that a child once slept in that bed. The items showcased in each of our homes 
holds a happy, wonderful, sad, and sorrowful story. When I go into the homes I 
wonder, “How was it then? What was it really like in times past, not just what we 
read.” If the items could speak they would tell us the stories of times past. 
 This month I would like to highlight the Millard-Lee House. It was built in 
1837 by Robert Millard, great grandfather of Lera Millard. This house was origi-
nally located on the southwest corner of South Fredonia and Pillar Street. It was 
built eight years before Texas became a state. It is one of the best examples of a 
“two story double house,” with one side being a mirror image of the other, that 
is still standing in Texas. It is also one of the earliest milled timber buildings in 
Nacogdoches, contributing to its high status. This beautiful home was originally 
built to house his family, but large enough to be able to accommodate boarding 
visitors. In 1860 the Lee family bought the house and lived there until the 1970s.
 Watch for exciting things to happen here at Millard’s Crossing! We have 
started the groundwork for something new to be added. 
 If you would like to be a volunteer please reach out to our office at 936-564-6631.
 We are getting ready for our Easter event, this will take place on Palm       
Sunday which is April the 10th 2022. Watch on FaceBook and our website for 
updates.

Providing hot water 
to Nacogdoches & 
surrounding areas 
since 1955

PLUMBING • PIPE • VALVES • FITTINGS

120 BREMOND STREET
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 75964
www.MooreNacogdoches.com
936.564.8331
484.550.7683 Fax

Residential Sales
Commercial Service
Agricultural Installation

Jacob Willoughby

936.615.7857936.615.7857
OldTownGeneratorService.com

OldTownGeneratorService@gmail.com
Veteran Owned & Operated

Serving Texas and Louisiana
114 Nacogdoches Street

Center, Texas 75935

(936) 598-6111
Jodi Fountain  - Owner / Broker

Agents
Alma Jaimes
936-488-9988

Kaleigh Jones
936-591-6488

Bill Hughes
936-332-4524

Nikki Postell
936-332-4661

Rhonda Proffitt
936-591-0700

Margaret McBride
936-591-4919

Bobbie Sue Scates
936-488-4005

R2360
4/3 doublewide on 2 acres 

with shop
$225,000

DeBerry, TX

BL566
Corner of Loop 500 E & Hwy 96 S 
on 24 ac; 2-story bldg. 2,240 sq.ft.

$215,000
Center, TX

A659
24.154 ac located in 

Greenwood Subdivision
$119,500
Center, TX

Living Estate SaleLiving Estate Sale
120 Karle St

Saturday, March 5th
9 AM to Noon

Furniture Only • Cash Only
Custom sofas and chairs,

corner cabinet, Q headboard, settee, 
antique slipper settee,

Stickley chairs, antique oak armoire,
Aubusson rug and more!
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Summers, was in charge of the charcoal making and basting crew–some being 
sawmill hands hired by Jesse. The chickens would (halves you’ll recall) go onto 
the grates maybe about 2:00 A.M. to low and slow cook all the rest of the night  
and way into the morning. It took all hands on deck to be sure the fires didn’t go 
out or were sloshed with some water if flare-ups might burn the bottoms. That 
was an art in basting on the delicious sauce to be sure it stuck and glazed and 
turned out mahogany, but did not blacken and burn. Come 10:00 A.M. every 
mouth in town was waiting because the smell of that real pit chicken, that’s now 
a thing of the past, wafted out for quite a distance!
  Huge paper platters, paper towels, heavy duty plastic utensils, were available 
at the seemingly miles of set up saw horses with plywood for and butcher paper 
topping the tables. I guess every church and funeral parlor in town was hit up for 
borrowing the metal folding chairs.
  Never was there fruit served around here such as burdened the long, shallow 
galvanized metal ice troughs at the Jones property. Hundreds of pounds of ice 
(100° weather you know) filled the huge trough tubs. There were green and red 
and purple grapes, bananas, oranges, watermelons, cantaloupe, apples, berries, 
peaches–all meticulously sliced, arranged, and served up beautifully as well as 
deliciously. Thank Jimmie’s son (later became our town’s capable and revered 
school superintendent), Jimmy Partin, for washing, cutting, displaying, replen-
ishing all that fruit! I just don’t know whether even with so many helping hands 
you could duplicate the fabulous feasts today. The chickens then were so much 
better and natural. The men who cooked the chickens were artists in low heat, 
long time basted bounty. They had to remove the half chickens with long wide 
blade metal spatulas because tongs made them fall apart under their own weight.  

BIGGEST LITTLE SHOW

The lights shine brightly on the Gentleman’s Walking Horse Class ribbon presentation.

Nationally famous Saddle and Bridle reporter “Maxine” smiles at the Jones family 
Saturday barbecue amazing fesh fruit assortment. Dr. Stephen B. Tucker looks on in the 
background.

Twisting the leg or thigh bone released a slab of moist smoking fall apart tender-
ness which, wrapped in a slice of that light bread and dragged in the sweet sticky 
sauce, brought tears of joy to all’s eyes. The small real glass returnable soda pop 
bottles made for better tasting beverages–even the loaves of light bread served 
along with all the other food having been baked locally was better. Those who are 
still among us remember and know. Those who are here now but weren’t there 
then perhaps can imagine just how fine the fare and festivities were. No wonder 
as exhibitors from 8 or 10 states without exception said our town was the best 
venue any of them ever attended each year. Too, up until at least the end of the 
1950’s in an area between the Jones home and the then much narrower North 
Street, was a small half acre or so pond which had a narrow asphalted track sur-
rounding it so all the kids around town who had ponies or horses as their pre-
ferred transportation instead of bicycles could come ride around in the park-like 
setting. Indeed the Joneses did it up right and selflessly.
 

WHAT KINDA HORSES WE GOT?

  If ever there was a gathering of just about every fancy type horse it was the 
one here in Nacogdoches. The local children weren’t forgotten–there were tiny 
tots lead rope costume classes and backyard pet pony classes. A nod was even 
given to a kids’ barrel race–there were three (not a clover leaf pattern as is tradi-
tionally used in ladies’ barrel racing) drums in a row set up for the youngsters to 
race and lace through, turn around at the end one, and head for home!
  The Saturday Stakes night was opened by Angelina County Sheriff’s Mount-
ed Posse Precision Quadrille team–matching outfits, matching horses, and verita-
ble square dancing on the hoof–very impressive for local equestrian choreography!
  Over the years probably seven big locally planed rough and heavy oak board 
construction permanent barns were built on the fairgrounds, each with maybe 50 
large safe stalls. Electrical wiring was adequate to allow for lots of plug in lights, 
fans or whatever was seemingly needed for accommodating the needs of the 
owners/exhibitors. Except, for the life of me, I can not remember one bathroom 
facility other than in some stall or behind some car–surely I’m wrong, but I don’t 
think so. Point is, there were facilities to take care of maybe some 350 horses–
what would today, other than for a national show in Shelbyville, Louisville, or 
Decatur, be an unbelievable number of horses for an event.
  There were several people here who loved horses and had stalls or small 
shed-row barns behind their houses, as kids on occasion used their ponies or 
horses as often as they did bicycles to get around. The baby boom followed by 

television sets arriving in many homes in the early-mid 1950’s created a crav-
ing for horses stirred by the likes of Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, Rex Allen, and          
Hopalong Cassidy.
  Maybe half a dozen local families beginning in the 1940’s and going through 
the early 1960’s regularly ventured up to Shelbyville, Tennessee to catch the ex-
citement of the Tennessee Walking Horse Celebration–some went to Kentucky 
to attend the American Saddlebred National Shows. There were several stables 
of size around here–Mr. F. L. Harris (Harris Motor Courts) had walking horses–
Dan Mize had Almarada Acres, an American Saddlebred Stables set up on North 
Street on the family’s large tract of land. Foremost in stables complete with train-
er, grooms and fine horseflesh was Lone Star Stables, more thoroughly discussed 
in another section of this article.
  For whatever the reasons or the beginnings, the fact is that love and appre-
ciation of good horseflesh was here in the Pineywoods of East Texas–especially 
in Nacogdoches. How the founders of the festivity came to be assembled and 
progressed with the notion of making it a focal event is beyond my personal rec-
ollection, but I know that seed “took hold” and grew exponentially.
  Always enjoyed were the very dressy and properly attired gaited (three gait-
ed, five gaited) American Saddlebred horse riders. Stables from Texas and other 
states provided those fine Saddlebred show horses probably in numbers to equal 
the good going Tennessee Walkers.
  Seemingly the walking horses were the favorite around here. The breed reg-
istry itself was established just a bit before the Nacogdoches Show came into 
existence–lots of folks combined their farm ridden mounts via experimental but 
knowledgeable breeding endeavors and in crossing saddlebreds, standardbreds, 
thoroughbreds, and pacers over the years hit on the niche of pleasurably perform-
ing mounts later to become the foundation specimens of the Tennessee Walking 
Horse breed.
  Folks all the way up in New York and even in the Amish country of Ohio 
and Pennsylvania appreciated high stepping “pulling” horses and, yes, indeed, 
right here in Nacogdoches we had the fancy footwork of fine harness, hackney 
pony, sulky/cart/wagon pulling saddlebreds and standardbreds–trotters and pac-
ers both.  Some of the “bike” drivers in their silks would race around the not 
too long ring well enough to make a man think he’d been to Saratoga Springs 
to watch ‘em on the track! When at the conclusion of the judging of the sulky/ 
“bike” class the ringmaster told the drivers to “Turn’em on and let’s have a  hoss 
race,” the crowd enthusiastically cheered on their favorites as they sped around 
that ring’s short track!
  Another section of this article talks about the hunters and jumpers–mostly 
thoroughbreds–-that created the exciting jumping of fences and obstacles exer-
cises to the thrill of the fans.
  There were in this country–mostly in California and often used in the Rose 
Parade–the most beautiful Palomino parade horses–flaxen white manes, golden 
dappled bodies, pretty as Roy Rogers’ Trigger and typically American Sadd-
lebreds. These horses coming here–the Parade Horse Class–usually numbered 
about eight horses. The black leather saddles, chest straps, tapaderos, and bridles 
were festooned with slabs of heavy Sterling silver–probably 25-30 pounds of 
silver per saddle–costing north of $10,000.00 each even way back then! They 
told us the saddles so embellished weighed over 100 pounds. Were they ever 
spectacular!
 

TURN OUT THE LIGHTS, THE PARTY’S OVER

  As Willie Nelson’s song says “All good things must come to an end.” Jimmy 
Partin’s observation hereinabove contained about “the times they were a chang-
ing” in the mid-sixties signaled surely the expiration or “use by” date was about 
upon us. People, places, habits change. Were the times and events talked about 
better then? I certainly think so, but in all fairness, so many matters not then con-
sidered or timely or properly addressed, give rise and explanation as to why some 
changes, growth, evolving seem to override and replace what was. Fortunately 
this community keeps up its “can do” and “will do” and “we’ll do” spirit and 
we’ve done way better than stagnate on the vine here in our community as we 
continue to be blessed with an  economy fueled by our fine university, our timber, 
our poultry, our medical center, our industry, and, most of all, our good folks.
 
 I’d like to very much thank those who gave me reminders about events and 
provided information I’d forgotten about or never before had in compiling this 
article for Around The Town–local show participants Jimmy Partin, Rose Ann 
Jones Pool, Stanley Jones and my cousins John Stripling Young, Mary Stripling 
Duncan, Bill Stripling (photographer extraordinaire), and Nancy Crawford McEwen.
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Another blue ribbon winner. Linda Moore (now 
Guidry) is escorted by Carroll Burgess. The family of Dr. C. C. Young, beloved local veterinarian of the 

Nacogdoches Horse Show from its beginning to ending–over 
a quarter century–was “all hands on deck” when it came to 
helping out with the show. Here Dr. Young is shown with his 
great old time walking horse “Hayburner.” Hayburner was 
found by Dr. Young at a little town in Louisiana. When he went 
to get him in the early 40s the little homemade wooden trailer 
he took over there was too narrow and not high-sided enough 
to haul him, so he had to come back home and start over. It was 
worth the effort as Dr. Young and “Burner” won the first Grand 
Champion Walking Horse Stakes at the famed Abercrombie 
family-sponsored Pin Oaks Charity Horse Show in Houston, 
Texas. Mack Stripling brought his brother-in-law, Dr. Young, 
a rolled up swatch of fine Borsalino beaver hat felt from Italy 
following World War II in late 1945, from which Dr. Young had 
Shudde Brothers Hattery in Houston fashion for him this fancy 
riding habit fedora hat weeks before this photo was taken in 
Summer 1946.

Lynda “Bitsy” Young Pool with her gaited 
horse–American Saddlebred “Happy Land-
ing.” The Youngs had a  riding arena at the 
NE corner of East Austin and North Pecan 
Streets where there are apartments now 
located. In 1946 Dr. Young had then famed 
horse photographer, John R. Horst, come to 
Nacogdoches to take this picture of Bitsy and 
her mount.

Elizabeth Early Anderson with her American Saddlebred three 
gaited horse in 1960. The Andersons lived in the old Lindsey 
house on Virginia Avenue–the large home later bought and refur-
bished by Charles Bright. There was a horse paddock and shed 
row stall barn at the back of the large lot.

Little Guy Anderson, Jr. on his pony, Smokey, 
in 1960 at the fairgrounds/arena collecting his 

ribbon. Smokey went on to live with and take 
care of several sets of kids in their youth begin-

ning with Dr. J. Frank Beall’s  daughter, Ellen 
(“Missy”) Beall.

More Horse Show related photos . . .

Cousins Mary Stripling, age 14, (on Buzz) and 
Craig Stripling, age 12, (on Popcorn) ride the 
eastern part of the fairgrounds the week prior to the 
July 1958 horseshow.

Saddle Club President Dr. Steve Tucker enjoys a meal at 
the Fredonia Hotel.

All photos reprinted 
with permission of 
Craig Stripling.
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TAQUERIA EL 21TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours
Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

nacogdochestso.com

936-564-2634
4729 NE Stallings Dr. • Nacogdoches, TX 75965

Dr. Dixon Golden
Dr. Carmen Mackey

Dr. Heather Ihlo
Dr. Alyse Tibbs

Sam Sharp

936.305.3346
Clay Jones

HAY – AG LIME
Now offering Full Service on all Makes

of Ag Equipment 
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Payne & Payne Home N’ SuchlikePayne & Payne Home N’ Suchlike
105 San Augustine St. • Center, TX

936.598.3382
Tues-Sat 10am-5pm

• Bridal Shower Registry
• Baby Shower Registry

• Barefoot Dreams
• Michele Design Works

• Beatriz Ball
• Buddha Girl

• SMEG Appliances
• LOLLIA Bath and Home Fragrances

Check us out on   

Center
936-598-3341
Center
936-598-3341

Garrison
936-347-2260
Garrison
936-347-2260

SAVE THE DATE
MARCH 29, 2022—10:00 AM

National Vietnam War Veterans Day is a National Observance,
Commemorated Every Year on March 29

Host: Vietnam Veterans of America Pineywoods Chapter 931
An Event to Remember and Honor Those Who Served

Venue: C.L. Simon Recreation Center Gymnasium, Located at 1112 North Street
Keynote Speaker: LTC(R) Cheryl D. Brady

POC: George Lowery-Chapter President; Can be reached at (936) 635-4179

Kidnapped?! 
by Robert McCandless

 No, probably not. No ransom note.
 If your spouse has suddenly disappeared, it could be they were driving by 
one of our impromptu, undisclosed locations and got caught up in The Bermuda 
Triangle of America’s fastest growing sport. You may as well join them… if you 
want to see them again.
 Nacogdoches Pickleballers is a multi-generational group of men and women 
who love to have fun and meet others. Playing the most popular sport among 
middle-aged and older folk is gaining popularity and taking people away from 
their televisions. People are losing weight, getting fit, and finding new friends as 
well as old ones they haven’t seen in a while.
 CBS Sports now has a dedicated pickleball channel and coverage online is 
enormous, consisting of professional games, instructional videos, and places to 
play. A growth of 21% during the pandemic has brought attention to all ages. 
Over 35,000 courts have cropped up in the U.S., and Nacogdoches is not 
immune. 
 We have catered to the retired community with our courts at the C.L. Simon 
Rec Center on North St. each weekday morning from 9 till noon and are now 
commandeering parking lots, where we can 
get permission, to play in an effort to reach 
out to the “working class.” If you see us 
playing, stop and watch how fun the game 
is and ask to hit a ball or two. We set up two 
courts, with nets…one for competition and 
one for teaching, so don’t be shy, we love 
helping you learn.
 You won’t regret stopping to learn so 
you can play with efficiency on the new 
courts opening up at Banita Creek Park in 
the near future. With summer hours and 
overhead lighting we will be able to get more than enough of the addictive sport 
of pickleball.
 Come join us… Information at Facebook NACOGDOCHESPICKLEBALL 
where we have a following of over 150 followers and 35+ players and where we 
post times for the pick-up games in the parking lots around Nacogdoches. 

“Thank you David D. 
Stallings, for supporting 
and promoting our local 
businesses. We love the 
Around the Town paper!” 
Steve & Sarah Traylor - 
Texas First Health 
Insurance

Good News Only Featured in         
Around The Town

SCHOLARSHIPS
for Nacogdoches Military 
Veterans and Dependents

Three $1000 scholarships 
available from Marine Corps League 

Pineywoods Detachment and Steve and 
Mercedes Penner Scholarship Funds.

Deadline for submission Monday, 
March 14, 2022

Go to pineywoodsdetachment.com for 
eligibility requirements and all other 

details. High School students can also 
check with their counselor.

Questions? Contact Robin Borel          
@ mclpdscholarship@gmail.com

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE
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In the 
Loop. . .
Expo 
Center in 
Lufkin
with Burt Hairgrove
Executive Director, 
George H. Henderson, Jr. Expo Center
Lufkin, Texas

Greetings from the Expo!

 If you missed the 2022 Extreme Bull Bash on February 12, well you missed 
a great show. Terry Williams and his crew put on a great event with 40 of the best 
professional bull riders in the business to show out to a packed house. DO NOT 
MISS NEXT YEARS’ BULL BASH! Stay tuned as we will keep you informed 
on the 2023 date.
 March brings spring weather and a full calendar. As the headquarters for 
youth rodeo in East Texas and Western Louisiana, we have a Region V Jr. High 
School Division rodeo all weekend on March 4-5. These young contestants will 
compete in two separate rodeos, one Saturday and one Sunday. Each rodeo is 
an opportunity for these cowboys and cowgirls to advance to the State Finals in 
Gonzales, Texas in June and then on to the National Junior High School Rodeo 
Finals. Go to www.tjhra.net to learn more.
 By the numbers, the Pineywoods Youth Rodeo Association is the largest 
youth rodeo association in Texas. Founded in 1987, this organization has contin-
ued to grow through good leadership and involved parents. You can rest assured, 
the cowboy way of life is alive and well. Following generations of cowboys and 
cowgirls are being prepared and trained right here in Lufkin. The 34th annual 
PYRA Finals will be hosted here on March 12-13! To learn more go to www.
pineywoodsrodeo.com.
 Horsepower is a theme around the Expo and we have plenty of it coming 
on March 19-20, don’t miss Mayhem Monster Truck Show! Five of the top 
monster trucks in the country will converge in Lufkin to compete. You also have 
the chance to ride in a custom monster truck on the arena floor. Don’t forget to 
purchase a pit pass and get up close to these monster trucks and meet the drivers.
 Speaking of youth and livestock, one of our foundational events is right 
around the corner, the Angelina County Fair March 22-26. The fair commit-
tees and volunteers have been working behind the scenes all year long to bring 
this show together. Young exhibitors have worked diligently on each of their 
projects. Guided by our 4H and FFA advisors, the result of their hard work will 
be on full display. Come out and support youth and education at the Expo. The 
fair reaches its peak on Saturday night at the premium sale, where the hard work 
and stewardship of our youth is rewarded by the highest bidder! This is a great 
event and believe me, your confidence in tomorrow’s leadership will be restored 
by attending.

Make plans to come out.

As always,
See you at the Expo!
Burt Hairgrove, Executive Director 

CALL
DR. GREGORY TATE

TODAY!

Oral & Facial Surgery
Group of East Texas

Monday-Thursday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Friday
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

• Dental Implants-One Step Smile
• Lip Filler/Botox
• Wisdom Teeth
• Emergency Services
• Pathology

704 Largent Street • Lufkin • 936-632-4444 • eastexoralfacial.com
508 Russell Blvd • Nacogdoches • 936-569-1111

ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE
Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Fair Housing Opportunities
Positively impacting

the quality of life
for all residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com

936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!

1743 Southview Circle•Center, Texas•(Tel) 936-590-4708•(Fax) 936-590-4815

   Your Health...

IS OUR PRIORITY
• Health Care Services
• Walk-Ins Welcome
• Nursing Home Visits
• Laboratory Testing
• Physicals
• Telehealth Carriston Hendricks, FNP-C

Good News Only Featured in         
Around The Town

VIP Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry

Family owned and operated

4515 North Street, Ste. 1 (by Thumpers)
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965 • 936-205-5910

L-R: Adán Mandujano and Adán Madujano, Jr.

VIP Cleaners Spring 
Comforter Special!

For the entire month of March, 
get your winter comforters washed 

or dry cleaned for only 

$19.99 +tax.
Any size, any material, and same day service available. 
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Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

EXCELLENT RATES!!
Suburban Self Storage

9562 US Hwy 259
3 Miles North of Medical Center

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown chil-
dren. Moving back after retiring, now with five grand-
children and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a 
hobby, writing short stories of humorous things that he 
observed over the years. He was an ambulance driver in 
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over 
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes 
stories of his forty-four years as a state certified police 
officer working for seven different departments. After 
living in five different states, he is now retired back in 
San Augustine and has his stories printed in seven dif-
ferent newspapers, and published five books. He is a 
graduate of Stephen F. Austin University, and the Insurance Institute of America. He 
is a Deacon in a Baptist Church and former Sunday School Teacher for many years, 
as well as Choir Director at several churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail 
Museum in San Augustine and works three days a week. He was the director of the 
restoration og the old county records   dating back to the 1800s. 

 Most Texans are proud of their state. Texas has a lot to offer its residents, and 
bragging rights are included. I realize that we Texans have a reputation for being 
outwardly proud. In fact I read where a father instructed his son, “Son, don’t ask a 
man where’s he’s from. If he’s from Texas, he’ll tell you. If not, there ain’t no need 
to embarrass him.”
 I read about a tourist who stopped at a service station and asked for a small map 
of Texas. He was told there isn’t such a thing. A wealthy Texan received a check from 
his bank with the words “Insufficient Funds” stamped, and then handwritten: “Not 
yours – ours!” 
 Not all tourists are impressed with Texas. Once in dry, hot West Texas a tourist 
stopped at a filling station and in the course of conversation asked about a bird he 
had seen. “A bird of paradise,” answered the Texan.  “Long way from home isn’t 
he,” said the tourist. In the Panhandle a visitor asked a rancher, “What is the longest 
that you remember that you were without any rain?” The rancher scratched his head 
a minute and replied, “Well, I remember one time when it never did rain.”
 Speaking of a drought, a rancher in West Texas had to sell off most of his cattle 
and sheep, but had a few lambs left. One day his wife was doing laundry outdoors 
when a lamb fell into a pot of bluing. The next day it was prancing near the fence. A 
Cadillac drove up and a woman asked, “That a blue lamb?” “Shore is,” replied the 
rancher.  “How much do you want for it?” The rancher thought a moment, “Twenty-
five dollars.” She bought it. Well, he recognized the possibilities and so he would dye 
a couple of the lambs blue and let them run by the fence, and people would buy them.  
Then he began to buy large quantities of lambs and dye them. Before long he came 
to be known as the “biggest lamb dyer in Texas.”
 In fact, most Texans believe that the air alone is so wonderful that people stay 
healthy. A Texan rushed up East to see his mother who was grievously ill. Realizing 
what she needed, he went out and got his spare tire and let the Texas air loose in her 
room. She got so well that she lived for another sixty-five years. When he came back 
home, he refilled his tires and said to his wife, “See how much better the car rides on 
that good Texas air!”
 Even the horses in Texas are smart. When a cowboy falls off his horse, he has 
his horse trained to go for a doctor. Just one thing – they can’t break the horse from 
bringing a horse doctor.
 A preacher moved to New Mexico “for health reasons.” “They were sick of me 
in Texas,” he said.
 There is a new dessert being offered in Alaska hotels. It’s called Baked Texas.
 There was a fellow from West Texas who took a certain kind of liver pills all his 
life. When he finally died, his liver had become so healthy that they had to operate, 
take his liver out, and beat it to death.
 A reprobate died in Texas, and they were trying to get somebody to say some 
good words for him at the funeral, in the absence of a preacher. Nobody would.      
Finally a Texan stepped forward and said, “If nobody has anything to say for old Joe 
here, I’d like to say a few words for Texas A&M.”
 An old Texan was being quizzed about how he had lived so long. “Good judg-
ment,” he said. “How do you get good judgment?” he was asked. “From using bad 
judgment,” came his reply.
 And finally, a wealthy Texan died and was buried in a black Cadillac, sitting at 
the wheel. They lowered the whole contraption into a large hole. One of his friends 
looked on and said to another indoctrinated Texas friend, “Man, now that’s what I 
call living.” 
 We should all be as so lucky as this Texan. He made his wealth on only thirty 
acres of land. They call it “Downtown Dallas.”

Texas – A
State of Mind
by Neal Murphy

SHOP LOCAL
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A Salute to our East Texas

VETERANS
Tommy McClure was born December 
24, 1995, in Galveston, Texas. He was 
raised by his parents, Tommy and Kathy 
McClure, in Deer Park, Texas where he 
graduated Deer Park High School in 2014.

Upon completion of high school, Tommy 
felt like he didn’t have a sense of direc-
tion in life. He struck out on a journey to 
find out who he was as an individual and 
a man.

In 2014, Tommy joined the United States 
Marine Corps. After enlisting he traveled 

to San Diego, California, where he did his basic training at the Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot. While in the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Tommy recalls feel-
ing like he had a chip on his shoulder and always blaming others for problems 
that arose in his life. One thing that stood out to him most while in training was 
learning how to take accountability for his own actions. Tommy learned that the 
biggest obstacle that many face in life is themselves. As he continued to find 
himself growing into adulthood and becoming a man, he realized that he could 
get through any trials or tribulations in life if he kept the right positive mental 
attitude.

Tommy was stationed in Camp Pendleton, California after completing basic 
training where his rank was Corporal. As a Corporal he served as a leader. At 
this level, Marines continue to pursue self-education, improve their leadership 
skills, and grow through mentorship opportunities with higher-ranking Marines. 
Jack Noble, a Nacogdoches native, mentored Tommy throughout his first year 
in service.

Tommy traveled throughout his career in the Marines. He recalled traveling to 
Australia and Japan saying, “they were incredibly beautiful countries.”

Australia is globally famous for its natural wonders, wide-open spaces, beaches, 
deserts, “The Bush,” and “The Outback.” Australia is one of the world’s most 
highly unbanised countries; it’s well known for its attractive mega cities such as 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Perth.

Japan is easily one of the most stunning places in the world. The country offers 
a full range of nature and culture, from subtropical beaches to snowy mountains,
futuristic skyline to ancient temples.

Tommy feels honored to have earned the title of a United States Marine. He 
served his country proudly for 4 consecutive years. He was honorably discharged
in 2018.

The skills that Tommy acquired in the Marines gave him an opportunity to be-
come a private security contractor in Afghanistan. As a private security contrac-

Laird
FUNERAL HOME

Garrison
FUNERAL HOME

Taylor
FUNERAL HOME

Corrigan
FUNERAL HOME

Mangum
FUNERAL HOME

2116 South St.
Nacogdoches, TX 75964
936.569.1366

886 North US Highway 59
Garrison, TX 75946
936.347.2260

511 Ross Graves Drive
Timpson, TX 75975
936.254.2424

204 East Front Street
Corrigan, TX 75939
936.398.4141

420 San Augustine Street
Center, TX 75935
936.598.3341

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all U. S. Military Veterans. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches,   
Shelby and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this 
monthly feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a veteran to be    
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.

Becoming an Individual 
While Gaining a Team

by Kim Mott

tor, he was responsible for the development 
and implementation of security measures, 
armed guarding and protection of buildings, 
installations, property, and people. Also, 
knowledge transfer with security and policing 
applications.

Tommy spent 2 years in Afghanistan before it 
was lost to the Taliban. A sophisticated Taliban 
campaign aimed at securing surrender deals 
lay at the heart if the Afghan military’s collapse, 
but layers of corruption, waste, and logistical 
failures left the country’s security forces so 
underequipped and with such battered morale 
that it enabled the militant’s success.

Tommy now resides in Nacogdoches, Texas. 
Which will be his forever home. He is working 
towards buying a large plot of land and open-
ing a business. He is currently in the National 
Guard pursuing a career as a medic.

He has a passion for reading books and 
exploring small towns on his Harley Davidson 
Motorcycle.

Tommy rides with a motorcycle club called 
Warrior Brotherhood MC. The Warrior Brotherhood MC is a nonprofit charity. 
Their Motto is, “veterans helping veterans.” The motorcycle club has done many 
good deeds. They have provided physical labor such as building wheelchair 
ramps. They also have a support network for those who need a listening ear 
as a veteran may be losing a battle from within themselves. Tommy stated, 
“Over 22 veterans a day commit suicide and the numbers have risen in recent 
months. The Warrior Brotherhood aims to help veterans where they need it 
most and that is at home.”

Tommy set out at a 
young age to find him-
self. He not only found 
himself he also found 
a team. He built many 
bonds that won’t be 
broken. He will contin-
ue to try to be the best 
person he can be, and 
always stay humble 
and kind.
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The Benefits of 
Good Attendance
by Brandon Enos, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Cushing ISD

How it pays for students and parents
  Did you know that a student who 
misses two days of school each month 
is considered chronically absent by
the end of a school year? Another    
interesting fact: students who are 
chronically absent in kindergarten 
almost always read below their peers 
who attended school regularly when 
tested five years later in fifth grade. 
This is despite a school’s extensive 
efforts to catch these students up each 
year.
  Attending school regularly is es-
sential to the academic success of 
students. The leading indicator that 
a student will drop out of school and 
not earn a high school diploma is chronic absenteeism in the sixth grade.
  It is in all our collective best interest to ensure students do not follow this 
trend and become high school dropouts. I am not saying all dropouts are unable 
to sustain a livable wage; however, on average, a high school dropout is signifi-
cantly more likely to face a life filled with lower wages and higher unemploy-
ment. This trend can lead to more crime in a community if not corrected.
 
How it pays for Schools
  Texas is one of only seven states in the entire nation that uses an average daily 
attendance-based system to fund public schools. Public schools in Texas that 
serve the most impoverished students also struggle to remediate instruction for 
these students when they miss more school than their affluent peers; this means 
that affluent schools with higher attendance rates earn more money per child than 
the schools that serve the “at-risk” students.
 
How is this at all equitable? 
  It isn’t, and educational leaders across the state who struggle to do more with 
less will tell you the same.
  There are just over 5.5 million students served in Texas public schools, and 
schools across the state average a 95% attendance rate; this means that about 
275,000 students are not earning funding from the state for their education each 
year. To put this in perspective, Texas is not paying to educate more Texas stu-
dents than all students in the state of West Virginia. With an overall educational 
budget of about 55 billion dollars, of which about 40% are directly derived from 
state funds. Each student in Texas brings in just under $10,000 a year for his or 
her school if he or she has 100% attendance. But... they don’t.
  So, the state budgets 55 billion a year for education and only spends 95% of 
the money. You may ask, where does the other money go? Back into the general 
state fund. Why should this money not go towards student education as it was 
initially intended? Especially since it costs exponentially more money to remedi-
ate a student who has been frequently absent.
 
What can you do to help? 
  First, make school attendance a priority for you and your family. Next, share 
with other concerned citizens and parents so they can also be aware of the chasm 
caused by the state’s flawed funding system. Last, contact your state legislators 
and tell them Texas should move to a system that measures and funds all students 
enrolled in a school district instead of a system that creates haves and have nots.

Dr. Enos reading to Kindergarten students.

Pick up a copy of

The Worship
of God
by Terry Curry

available at 

THETHE MUSTARD SEED MUSTARD SEED 
FAITH & INSPIRATIONAL BOOKS & GIFTS

1330 North University Drive • Nacogdoches, Texas
www.mustardseedbibles.com

936.569.7794 or by calling 936.234.9457



Page 30    March 2022

         FIRST
RESPONDERS

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all First Responders. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches, Shelby 
and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this monthly 
feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a First Responder to be 
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.

Laird
FUNERAL HOME

Garrison
FUNERAL HOME

Taylor
FUNERAL HOME

Corrigan
FUNERAL HOME

Mangum
FUNERAL HOME

2116 South St.
Nacogdoches, TX 75964
936.569.1366

886 North US Highway 59
Garrison, TX 75946
936.347.2260

511 Ross Graves Drive
Timpson, TX 75975
936.254.2424

204 East Front Street
Corrigan, TX 75939
936.398.4141

420 San Augustine Street
Center, TX 75935
936.598.3341

A Salute to our East Texas

An Inspiration to Never Give Up
by Kim Mott

Christopher Brown was born in Center, Texas and raised in San 
Augustine, Texas. He graduated San Augustine High School in 2009.

San Augustine has always been a place that is close to his heart. As 
he says, “Its just home! I have worked in many places, some far and 
some near, but no matter what San Augustine always calls me back. 
I love the people. I love the community. I have seen first hand and 
witnessed the true compassion that San Augustine holds.”

Christopher is the assistant fire chief for 
the City of San Augustine Fire Department. 
He completed his firefighter certification 
through Kilgore Fire Academy in Kilgore, 
Texas. He has continued education through 
Texas A&M for fire training. He has ven-
tured out to Colorado for training on rail-
road derailments. He has taken several 
other classes throughout Texas and Loui-
siana to continue his education and gain 
knowledge on how to perform more effi-
ciently and effectively in different situations 
that may arise.

Christopher is very passionate about each call that comes into the 
fire department. He states, “The sound of hearing the tones being set 
off, it’s a calling. I must bring my very best to each call. I must always 
maintain a clear and level head, along with making rational decisions 
that will keep my fellow men safe and bring the best outcome for the 
citizens involved.”

Christopher feels that everyone has their
own personal reason for initially joining 
the fire department. Through the years as 
you continue to serve, time begins to mold 
you, it all comes down to you wanting to 
help someone. Sometimes it is someone 
that you hold dear to your heart and oth-

ers it is a stranger. Nevertheless, no matter who it may be or the situ-
ation, you give it your all on every call.

Christopher has been on the receiving end 
and knows all to well the feeling of being 
helpless and hopeless. April 9, 2015 is a 
day he hardly remembers but will never 
forget. He was riding his drag ATV and 
struck and oncoming vehicle. He was life
flighted to Nacogdoches Memorial Hospital 
in Nacogdoches, Texas. He was then flown 
to ETMC in Tyler, Texas. He had severe in-
juries to the right leg. After a week of being 
in ICU, he made the decision to amputate 
his right leg.

Three months after his accident he walked into a local gym weighing 
roughly around 140 pounds. Christopher was determined not to give 
up. He began strength training. A gentleman by the name of Juan 
Jr. Diaz took him under his wing and pushed him to his limits every 
day. In May of 2017 Christopher joined a larger gym facility. After 9 
months of hard work and dedication he weighed in at 184 pounds. As 
Christopher says, “hard work and dedication always pays off.”

Against many others’ better judgement, 
Christopher continues to drag race, at 
a track now. He gained much respect 
for the highway. He has been picked to 
venture into the Amateur Angler Bass 
Fisherman for the past 3 years.

While talking with Christopher, I asked 
him who his mentor was? He couldn’t 
name just one person. One that stood 
out most to him is his late friend Dil-
lion Miller. He said, “Dillion was one of 
the best colleagues I have met in the 
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Bailey Bark Materials, Inc.
Family Owned & Operated • Complete Mulch Supply Company 

Mulch - $40 pickup load
Mushroom Compost

Woodchip & Playground Material
Crushed Concrete • Limestone • Asphalt

936-564-1534      3366 FM 2259 Nacogdoches
Where Money Does Grow on Trees!Where Money Does Grow on Trees!
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936-326-8457 
936-326-8547

Tues-Thurs: 11:00-8:30p • Fri & Sat: 11:00-9:30p
Closed Sunday & Monday

Back Porch Bar & Grill
Private Club - Memberships Available

Home Cooking at its BEST!
All U Can Eat Catfish Fri & Sat
754 7th Street Cushing, TX 75760
Jerry & Kim Fears Owner/Manager

7th Street
Restaurant

®
“Serving East Texas with Pride!”

RESIDENTIAL, AUTOMOTIVE 
AND COMMERCIAL 

GLASS SERVICES

714 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office 936-564-6602
Fax 936-564-6677

www.renfroglass.net
1-855-533-3500

M
ilford’sM

Barbershop

M
ilford’sM

Barbershop
Est. 1951

New Hours
Tue.-Fri. 7am - 5pm

Sat. 6am - Noon

110 N. Church St.
Nacogdoches, TX

936-560-1889

203 S. Chestnut • Lufkin, TX 75901 • www.lufkinbbq.com
(936) 634-4744

SSTRINGER’STRINGER’S

“A Family Tradition Since 1950”

“Life is good 
and so is 

BBQ!”

fire service industry. He was more than just a friend, but someone I 
admired. I will not forget the impact that he forever left on my life.”
Christopher loves spending time with his son, Rayden Miller, along 
with his mother Tammy Weathered, and grandparents Herman and 
Francis Miller.

Christopher is a prime example of a true leader. A man who truly gives
back to his community every day. We must remember that even when 
the odds aren’t in our favor to never give up and continue to push 
through on our journey in life. With God and those who support us 
nothing is impossible.
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OUTSTANDING
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH

Dedication to the Community and Its Youth
by Kim Mott

Michelle Cox was born in Canada. Her 
father was a United States Diplomat.
Thus, giving her the opportunity to travel 
the world. She was raised mostly in In-
diana, Maryland, Finland, and Germany. 
Michelle has also traveled throughout 
Europe, Russia, North Africa, South 
Africa, and Peru. She attended Ricks 
College in Idaho and Brigham Young 
University in Utah, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in Family Science in 2002.

In 2007 Michelle and her family moved 
to Nacogdoches, Texas for her husband 
to pursue a career, where he currently 
works at Stephen F. Austin, in the art 
department. Michelle has been blessed 
to stay at home with her 6 children for 
the past 19 years. She has participated 
in preschool groups, running a sewing 
business, and a home bakery.

In 2014, Michelle, along with several other mothers were visiting a splash pad in 
Lufkin, Texas. The mothers, along with Michelle, began talking about the need 
for places for parents to take their kids to play in the water during the hot summer
months, particularly free amenities that would be accessible to everyone. After 
speaking with Nacogdoches City Leaders, Michelle along with the help of other 
parents started a volunteer run nonprofit and began earnestly advocating for the 
very loved and outdoor parks.

The Park Advocacy League of Nacogdoches (PAL) became a big part of Michelle’s
life. She has served as the President for six and a half years, during which time 
she also had her last two children.

Michelle stated, “It hasn’t been easy, but my own personal opinion is that we 
should not expect the government to take care of everything, but that we should 
be willing to do our part as much as possible. I hope my children will feel drawn 
to community volunteerism as well, as they get older.

I asked Michelle how this has impacted her life. Her response was, “The past 
8 years have provided a wealth of experience. I’ve been fortunate to meet and 
work with wonderful people from across Nacogdoches, inside and outside 
organizations, business owners, church leaders, and other concerned citizens 
of all backgrounds, and political persuasions. I’ve gained a lot of insight into how 
fundraising works, how big projects need to be tackled, and how to garner sup-
port for a good cause. I will always be grateful for the new friendships, skills, and 
understanding that I’ve gained. To put it simply, it just always feels good to be
involved in causes that benefit other people. Seeing the smile on people’s faces 
when they’re enjoying PAL events, experiencing fulfillment through park clean-
ups, and playing at new playgrounds or the splash pad, is immensely rewarding.”

PAL’s priority efforts have been to increase public awareness of our individual 
personal responsibility to take care of parks and to add new equipment to en-
hance the parks experience. PAL hosts litter clean-ups every year, primarily on 
Martin Luther King Day of service through Stephen F. Austin State University.

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service of
all our Outstanding Citizens. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches, Shelby
and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this monthly 
feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for an Outstanding Citizen to be 
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.
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A Salute to our East Texas

Additions that have been made through fundraisers are three new picnic tables, 
shade structures, a new fence, and a swing set at Temple Park in 2017. A whim-
sically designed splash pad with park benches, a flower garden, and a giant 
Adirondack chair at Maroney Park in 2019. Leadership Nacogdoches built two 
beautiful picnic pavilions at “Splashadoches” as well.

With this growing momentum, the City of Nacogdoches has generously allocated 
funds to add new playground equipment to Pecan Park, Pioneer Park, Banita 
Park, Festival Park and Ritchie Street Parks, as well. Two outdoor basketball 
courts have been gorgeously painted with colorful murals by Nacogdoches na-
tive, Tyson Davis.

PAL’s most recent fundraiser was, “PAL’s Community Heroes Hoops Tourna-
ment” to benefit Robert McCrimmon Park on Woden Road. The predominantly 
African American neighborhood, where the park is located, has a long history of 
resilience and courage. A call for nominations of local African American heroes 
brought in 26 letters of recommendation. Each of the basketball teams was 
named after nominated heroes. CalTex Lumber sponsored the event and made 
a large donation towards the next playground update, which will be at McCrim-
mon Park. Following the lively tournament, the 26 heroes were named and 
honored. It was an event to be proud of!

PAL is currently waiting for professional playground designs for the new struc-
ture for McCrimmon Park to be completed before amping up fundraiser efforts.  
They plan to involve neighborhood youth by allowing them to pick out equipment 
colors and features.

Over the years, PAL has run online crowdfunding, held various family festivals 
in the parks, a movie night, the basketball tournament and even constructed a 
glowing parade float. They have presented at most of the local clubs and spoken 
at city council meetings. They also personally walked into dozens of local busi-
nesses to invite participation and sponsorships.

PAL’s current goal is to replace the 60-year-old playground equipment at Robert 
McCrimmon Park. They passionately believe that every neighborhood deserves 
an excellent public space wherein to gather and foster that sense of individual 
worth and community. This will likely take around $180,000. The City of Nacog-
doches will be matching what they raise to help reach each goal! They are also 
applying for grants.

When asking Michelle what 
inspired her she responded, 
“ The students who show up 
to pick up litter on their day 
off, the everyday people who 
walk up and hand us a $10 bill 
from their pockets, the club 
members who urge their group 
to help us make history, the 
individuals who have contrib-
uted large amounts of money 
from their own savings, and the 

citizens who attend meetings for half a dozen organizations and freely give their 
time just because they see a need that needs addressing.”

Michelle’s passion for the Park Advocacy League of Nacogdoches is astounding. 
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MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL
TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE

PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD
222 SOUTH STREET

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
PH: (936) 564-8752  FX: 564-6003

hermanpowertire.com

OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS

G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Voted Best 
Locksmith and Best 

Security Systems 
Provider

 Serving
Nacogdoches

Since 1979

• Commercial & Residential 
 Security Systems
• Commercial, Residential  
 & Auto Lock and Key  
 Services

1015 North Street • Nacogdoches
 936-564-8381 • 866-468-6301

www.goundchevy.com

Serving the East Texas area since 1952

Drew Stallings
Agency Owner
Drew Stallings Agency
1400 W Mayfield, STE 320
Arlington, TX 76015
Office 817-468-2805
Cell 936-558-3353
Fax 817-468-3955
dstallings@farmersagent.com
TX Producer LIC 2252441

BAILEY McLAIN
AGENT

406 E. HOSPITAL STREET • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
P.O. BOX 631781 • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75963

Bus (936) 569-6200 • Res (936) 564-9591 • Fax (936) 569-2762

2423 North Street •  Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.6387

SINCE 1989

For All your Jewelry needs, 
including Thin Red Line 

Watches by CITIZEN

Will finish to suit tenant.

NACOGDOCHES
INDUSTRIAL PARK

She spends many hours to help the commu-
nity, working behind the scenes. If you happen 
to see her, let’s thank her for her hard work 
and dedication. All the time and effort that 
goes into each event shows the concern she 
has for our community as well as our youth.

When Michelle has time to take for herself, 
she enjoys baking, sewing, hiking tall moun-
tains, traveling, and going on adventures with 
her husband and children. She also enjoys 
reading and learning about life coaching skills. 
She also manages her parents’ Nacogdoches 
Airbnb, “This is the Place” guest home.

Michelle would like to remind everyone it’s not 
too late to get involved. PAL has a lot of work 

to do to reach the next playground goal. She says, “We gratefully welcome help 
with fundraising, putting on events, advertising, and grant writing.
Everyone has something unique to contribute.”

For more information: PAL Nacogdoches has a website and Facebook page
“PAL Nacogdoches - Parks Advocacy League”

Donations are welcomed and can be sent to: Parks Advocacy League, ℅ Nicole 
Ivancic2005 Heather St. Nacogdoches, TX 75965

Now OfferingNow Offering  
Premium  Coffees!Premium  Coffees!
766 Hurst Street

Center, Texas
Sun-Thurs 2 pm - 9 pm
Fri-Sat 12 pm - 12 am

Island Breeze Daiquiris
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com

Dehart Veterinary Services
LOW COST SPAY/NEUTER

& WELLNESS CLINIC
Locations throughout East Texas

Call or Text: (903) 590-7722 or (903) 312-6422
Email: dehartveterinaryservices@yahoo.com

www.dehartvetservices.com
Must have appt. for Spay/Neuter services.

Texas Music Artist 
Randy C Moore in 
European Country 
Music Hall of Fame 
by Ginny Foley @MARGIN PROMO
Ginneymar@aol.com

 Award winning music artist Randy C Moore is the newest member of The 
European Country Music Hall of Fame. The EUROACM (European Academy 
of Country Music) based in Italy and known worldwide has added four new 
members into the European Country Music Hall of Fame this year (2022). Randy 
C Moore along with fellow recording artists, Carrie Underwood, Alan Turner, 
and Paul Randy Mingo have all achieved the highest status in the EUROACM’s 
performance, radio, and record sales within the past five years for the greater 
European region of the world. Moore, who was humbled by the honor said, “This 
was a complete surprise. I knew I was doing well over in the Euro market but 
seriously had no idea I would 
ever become a Hall of Fame 
member.” Country legend and 
friend Jeannie C. Riley added 
high praise to Moore’s hono-
rarium saying, “You deserve 
this award Randy, you’re a su-
perstar and it’s about time ev-
erybody realizes it. Europe is 
aware of it! Good for them… 
and good for you!” 
 Randy has been a staple of 
the European radio market for 
well over half a decade and a 
familiar face among some of 
Europe’s best live performers. 
Charting some half-a-dozen or 
more number one country sin-
gles in Italy, Ireland, Scotland, 
Germany, Belgium, and the 
U.K., Randy’s continued success earned him the EUROACM’s highest honor.  
On the world stage, Randy C Moore has played shows from Shanghai, China to 
Monaco. From tours of the Middle East to Denmark as well as most of the U.S. 
lower forty-eight states. 
 Randy is currently becoming a staple of his home state as a premier Texas 
music artist. He’s been featured on multiple radio programs including; Shoot-
er FM’s Acoustic Lunch with Crowman & Nash, FM 103 The Bull in Lufkin, 
KICKs FM with Merrell in the Morning, Texas Homegrown Radio in Dublin, 
KMHT’s Red Dirt Radio with Ashli Dansby in Marshall, K-Star’s Taste of Texas 
with Lisa Christi in Montgomery, and many others. Some of Randy’s live per-
formances include TXM in Tyler, Brisket Love Barbecue & Icehouse in Lindale, 
The Back Porch in Kilgore, Moore’s Store and The Forge in Ben Wheeler, Dosey 
Doe in The Woodlands, The Sugarland Opry, The Pearland Opry, and The Alvin 
Opry. Locally, you can catch him at Naca Valley Vineyard and The Front Porch 
Distillery, both in Nacogdoches.
EUROACM web link: https://www.euroacm.com/european-country-music-hall-of-fame
Randy C. Moore links: WEB: https://randycmoore.com/; Facebook: www.facebook.com/
randycmooremusic; YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCSfzObbb2jqPsSlNd9K76mw; Soundcloud: https://www.soundcloud.com/randymoore59;
Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/user/dmu8imtnyakcg8g3gamyhudxh; Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/rcmmusic00/; Facebook Friends: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/928129113996937

Alto and 
Cushing

1-800-958-5870

Clyde Partin
Monument Company
1-800-327-5940
www.partinmonument.com

Lufkin Office
2120 N. Raguet St • 936.225.3596

CLYDE PARTIN 
MONUMENT COMPANY

SERVING EAST TEXAS SINCE 1934 
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Step back 
in time.
A true antiquing 
experience.

   A Unique Shopping Experience

422 North St
Nacogdoches

Tue.-Sat. 10-6; Sun 1-6
Closed Mondays

936-205-3272

412 E. Main St
Nacogdoches
Tue.-Sat. 10-5;

Closed Sun. & Mon.
936-205-3121

Join us on Facebook !
Facebook.com/nacogdochesdecades

Downtown

Vendor Mall

DISCOUNT DAYS
10% OFF EVERY TUESDAY

for Seniors 55 & older
10% OFF EVERY DAY
for Veterans & SFA Students

(students must have valid ID*)

 ROCK SHOP NOW OPEN!
DOWNTOWN ROCKS

Crystals - Stones - Interactive Activities

Great Satisfaction
Guaranteed!

We Specialize in:
Dangerous Take Downs

Dead Tree Removal
Complete Clean-up

Owner: Emmanuel Jasso
Phone: (936) 225-2630

or (936) 707-9661
www.eandatreeservice.com

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com

INSURED
Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Tree RemovalTree Removal
TrimmingTrimming
Storm DamageStorm Damage
Tree ToppingTree Topping
Lot ClearingLot Clearing
Bush HoggingBush Hogging
Stump GrindingStump Grinding

E&A ProfessionalE&A Professional
Tree ServiceTree Service

Western Pines RV ParkWestern Pines RV Park
5001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 759645001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Next Door to DPS OfficeNext Door to DPS Office

936-645-6352936-645-6352
CALL FOR DETAILS

936-645-6352936-645-6352
Email:westernpinesrvpark@yahoo.com

RV RENTALSRV RENTALS

RV SPACES AVAILABLE / DAILY WEEKLY & MONTHLY RATES
PEACEFUL QUIET LIVING • VERY SECURE • FAMILY ORIENTED

NEED A PLACE TO STAY FOR A WEEKEND, WEEK OR MORE? 
DON’T WANT TO STAY IN A MOTEL? WE HAVE RVs FOR SHORT 
TERM STAY. COMPLIMENTARY WIFI.

LONG TERM LEASE AVAILABLE AT 
REASONABLE RATES. FURNISHED, 
UTILITIES PAID. COMPLIMENTARY 
WIFI. DEPOSIT REQUIRED.

The Peyton Place 
of Plant Life! 
by Robert McCandless

 Pollination…it’s how they do it. Most plants require help to reproduce though, 
and there is a lot of help around. No therapists required. Bees, butterflies, moths, 
bats, beetles, the wind and a slew of other critters, including ‘possums make for the 
botanical beauty which surrounds us. If it crawls, flies or flutters, it pollinates.
 It’s nothing at all like the girl meets boy thing. No, it’s a matter of transferring 
pollen from anthers to stigmas in making it happen. Flowers can’t walk to or hang 
out at places as a way to meet other flowers and on-line dating is out of the question.
 I love watching butterflies and their irregular directional spurts as their seem-
ingly indecisive flight patterns take them from one flower to another looking for the 
food they seek. As they land one gets a glimpse of their wonderfully designed wings, 
but watching them is like sitting through a silent movie. I prefer bees, the most effi-
cient of the pollinators. Bees add sound to their work as they buzz from plant to plant 
and if you have a large enough flowering bush, a symphony can be heard when you 
move closer to it. I once had a wisteria I would stick my head into just to listen to the 
odd sound of a hundred bees. No, bees don’t sting…if you leave them alone.
 Planting native perennials that draw these critters to your yard will keep the pol-
lination process going so you don’t have to do things in assisting, like using Q-tips to 
artificially inseminate.
 As we enter into Spring, things are going to grow, and what was pollinated last 
year will be prolific because of these workers. The process has been going on since 
the beginning of time.
 I kinda knew these things all my life but never looked at them too seriously until 
I took the Nacogdoches County Mas-
ter Gardener Course through our local 
AgriLife Extention Office.
 If you wish to know more about 
the birds and bees, the Nacogdoches 
County Master Gardeners are avail-
able, the first Saturday of every month, 
at the Farmers Market on the corner of 
Main and Pearl Streets. Drop by our 
booth, “Ask a Master Gardener” with 
your questions. We will answer them 
or connect you with the right sources 
who can. While you’re at it, sign up 
now for the next Master Gardner’s Trainee Program beginning in September to learn 
all about gardening in East Texas.
 Until then you can contact us by email at MyNacGardener@gmail.com or visit 
and Like our Facebook page: Nacogdoches County Master Gardeners. We would 
love to hear from you.
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 This month we travel down North Street in Nacogodoches. A few 
blocks north of downtown stands the First Baptist Church of Nacogdo-
ches. Near the front entrance is a marker that reads as follows:

MONUMENT 
CORNER

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF NACOGDOCHES

  IN 1884, THE BAPTIST GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF TEX-
AS SENT LUTHER RICE SCRUGGS TO START BAPTIST WORK 
IN NACOGDOCHES, WHICH WAS BEGINNING TO GROW FOL-
LOWING THE 1883 CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOUSTON, EAST 
AND WEST TEXAS RAILROAD THROUGH THE TOWN. BE-
FORE THIS, THERE WAS NO SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH 
IN NACOGDOCHES. SCRUGGS BEGAN TO HOLD SERVICES 
AND BY 1885, HE AND 13 CHARTER MEMBERS HAD ORGA-
NIZED A CHURCH. THE NEXT YEAR, THE CONGREGATION 
BUILT A SANCTUARY ON 411 NORTH STREET. WORKING 
WITH NOTED LOCAL ARCHITECT, DIEDRICH RULFS, MEM-
BERS IN 1899 REPLACED THEIR FIRST WOOD-FRAME BUILD-
ING WITH A LARGER SANCTUARY THAT INCLUDED SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ROOMS AND A FELLOWSHIP HALL BELOW. IN 1928, 
THE CHURCH ADDED A BRICK EDUCATIONAL BUILDING AND 
IN 1942, MEMBERS REPLACED THE PREVIOUS SANCTUARY 
AND FELLOWSHIP HALL WITH A LARGER BRICK COMPLEX.

 FROM THE BEGINNING, MEMBERS HAVE BEEN ACTIVELY 
INVOLVED IN THE COMMUNITY COOPERATING WITH LOCAL 
METHODISTS TO CLOSE SEVERAL OPEN SALOONS. THE 
CHURCH HAS ALSO STRESSED LOCAL MISSIONS, PLANTING 
THREE WHICH BECAME ESTABLISHED CHURCHES: FREDO-
NIA HILL BAPTIST CHURCH IN 1923, MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH (NOW IGLESIA BAUTISTA MEMORIAL) IN 1948, AND 
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH IN 1956. THE CONGREGATION 
HAS ACTIVELY WORKED WITH STEPHEN F. AUSTIN UNIVER-
SITY SINCE 1923 TO ESTABLISH AND SUPPORT A BAPTIST 
BIBLE TEACHER POSITION AND A BAPTIST STUDENT UNION, 
A MINISTRY THAT HAS CONTINUED TO BE IMPORTANT TO 
THE CHURCH THROUGH THE YEARS. HISTORICALLY, 
MEMBERS HAVE ALSO BEEN ACTIVE IN MISSION ACTIVI-
TIES OUTSIDE OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY. TODAY, AS ONE 
OF THE OLDEST AREA CONGREGATIONS, FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH CONTINUES TO SERVE AS A SPIRITUAL LEADER IN 
NACOGDOCHES.

(2010)

MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Thrall’s Grocery & Deli
7144 East State Highway 21

Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936.564.2131

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
and all your old favorites.

(Burgers, Strip Baskets, Salads...and more!)

ARLIS W. HIBBARD, M.D.
ENT Clinic

409 Russell Blvd. - Suite E
Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Phone 936.560.2595

Fax 936.560.5621
Now seeing loss-of-smell 

Covid patients!
Jennifer Simpson  

Broker
936.462.3550

mjennifersimpson@gmail.com

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226
lsrealty@swbell.net

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739
shudsonpropertysolutions@gmail.com

Ben Sullivan 
Agent

936.2342.0056
btsullivan@live.com

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962
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Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275

steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852
We represent most major carriers!

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

Did you know?
There is a second Medicare

enrollment period
January 1 to March 31

If you’re not happy with your 
Medicare plan, call us!

 What’s Happening 
in Shelby County!
by Deborah Chaddwick, Director

  March is here, Spring is so close. Thankfully we did not have to shovel out 
from underneath snow and ice this year. Here in Shelby County we are gearing 
up for a busy Spring.  This month our Junior Chamber of Commerce students will 
attend a Spring conference at our Civic Center. We will also welcome visitors 
from our District Texas Extension Education Association for their Spring Conference.
  March is Women’s History Month. Here’s to the strong women “May we 
know them; may we raise them and may we be them.” We have so many out-
standing women in our communities. Please take the time this month to thank 
them and support them.  They are teachers, business women, moms, etc. Support 
your local businesses that are owned by women. There are a lot!!
  Do you love to Grill? Eat? Join us at the Annual Shelby County Grill Fest 
sponsored by Farmers State Bank on April 1st and 2nd at our Rodeo Arena.  
Cooking starts on the evening of the 1st. Judging is on the 2nd. Over $6,000.00 
will be awarded in prize money to registered cook teams. Registration fee is 
$150.00 prior to March 18th and $200.00 after the 18th. You may register up 
until the day of the event. The barbecue cook-off is sanctioned by the Lone Start   
Barbecue Society. We also have an adult beverage competition, dessert competi-
tion and bean competition.
  In addition to the Chillin’ and Grillin,’ there will be a Washer Pitching Tour-
nament and 42 Tournament, both Sponsored by Shelby Savings Bank. The public 
is encouraged to attend and sample the food and enjoy the fellowship. For more 
information go to our website at www.shelbycountychamber.com or contact us at 
info@shelbycountychamber.com or 936-598-3682.

Patty Miller   1330 N. University Drive
936.569.7794 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
mustardseedbibles@gmail.com www.mustardseedbibles.com
Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

BIBLES, BOOKS, INSPIRATIONAL GIFTS & MORE . . .

5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 
936.564.6889

Steak Night Thursday 

LIVE MUSIC Friday & 
Saturday Nights! 
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ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Tracy Broadway 936.591.1939

Your 1/8 page full-color ad Your 1/8 page full-color ad 
will reach more than will reach more than 

10,000 readers each month!10,000 readers each month!
4.9” W x 2.95” H

$95 for one month
$75 per month 12 month contract

FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822
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HOPKINS HOPKINS 
WRECKERWRECKER

24-HOUR SERVICE24-HOUR SERVICE

Nacogdoches
936.564.7722   
Timpson  •  Center

    936.254.9797     936.598.9511
hopkinswrecker.com

San Augustine County 
Chamber of Commerce
611 W. Columbia St. • San Augustine, TX 75972
936-275-3610 • www.sanaugustinetx.com

Brandi Emanis
Executive Director

 Hello Again from 
San Augustine County!
  
  The 2022 year is in full swing here at the Chamber of Commerce of San    
Augustine County. We had our first membership meeting for the year on Febru-
ary 15th and it was great. We had guest speaker A.D. Atholi here and Tasha’s 
Country Kitchen was our caterer with a delicious meal as always! There were 
door prizes from Red Dirt Road Designs and Gifts and San Augustine Taco.
  Gulf Coast Reginal Blood Center will be here at the San Augustine County 
Chamber of Commerce parking lot where all donors will receive a free t-shirt.  
Please come donate and help save lives. You can call the chamber at 936-275-
3610 to make an appointment.
  Something new going on here at the Chamber this year is “Church, Chick-
en, and Chatter at the Chamber.” The month of February was the first meeting 
and the topic was a Heart Healthy Diet. The meetings are FREE to attend and 
lunch will be served also at no cost. The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 
March 16th. Church, Chicken, and Chatter at the Chamber will be at noon ev-
ery 3rdWednesday of the month. The topic for each meeting will be something 
about health related issues and will be different each time. It is free and lunch is            
included, so why not?
  It is membership time here at the San Augustine County Chamber of Com-
merce, so if you are a member and need to renew your membership please do so 
at this time and if you simply want to become a member, we would love to have 
you! Call us here at 936-275-3610 and Brandi and Jeanne will be glad to give you 
more information and help you out! We appreciate all of our members and look 
forward to serving you in the 2022 year!
  Again, we hope to see you at one of our membership meetings and we hope 
you will bring a friend.
  Please feel free to follow the San Augustine County Chamber of Commerce 
on Facebook and it will keep you up to date on all the things that we have going 
on in the county, with the chamber and all of our members.

FreeFree

EstimatesEstimates

BROOKSHIRE’SBROOKSHIRE’S
MULCHING &            

LAND CLEARING LLC

Jamie Brookshire
936-615-1818

Mulching
Land Clearing
Roadways
Fencing (Commercial/
Residential)
Tree Thinning
Under Brushing
Storm Cleanup
Fence Rows

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

  don@donwelchconstruction.com

M: 936.552.9202
O: 936.553.2949

Custom Homes &
Light Commercial

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING
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WINDHILL APARTMENTS
Live Life at the Top

Call us @ 936.560.1771
1324 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
www.windhillapartments.com

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town

J&S
Small Engine Repair

ATV • UTV • 4-Wheelers
Dirt Bikes • Lawn Mowers
936-645-5636 • 936-645-5292
12769 State Highway 7 W / Nacogdoches, TX 75964

10% Discount for Military/Veterans and Seniors,
5% Discount if you mention this Ad!

Friday, April 29, 2022
6 pm to 10 pm

Angelina County Farmers Market

Contact Kim Herman, Senior Development Manager,
on ways to get your business or organization involved in 
this year’s Relay For Life benefitting the American Cancer 

Society. Office 936-755-3031, Mobile 936-212-1543
or email kim.herman@cancer.org

• Become an Event Sponsor
• Form a Relay For Life Team

• Join the ELT/Committee or become a 
Day of Volunteer

• Register Cancer Survivors online for 
upcoming activities

• Host a Fundraiser for the American Cancer 
Society at your business

American Cancer Society mission is to save lives, celebrate lives, 
and lead the fight for world without cancer.

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 598-3210 • Fax (936) 598-4716
548 Hwy. 7 E. • Center, Texas 75935

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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Leash Manners: 
3 Mistakes Dog 
Owners Make!
by Steven Martin, Owner of Martin Kennel

  Your dog’s leash can mean the difference between a safe dog or an at risk 
dog. Each year, 1.2 million dogs die after running out into the street and getting 
hit by a car.
 When it comes to your dog’s leash, there are three main mistakes dog owners 
make. These mistakes prevent their owners from having a dog that listens while 
on a leash and walks without pulling on a leash. Remember, your leash is a safety 
device, not a training tool. You are the training tool. (Make sure you check out 
next months issue of Around The Town for what I consider to be the best dog 
leash and collar!)

Good leash behavior: How to train your puppy or dog to 
walk on a leash -  DogTime
3 Mistakes When Training Your Dog To Be On A Leash
 1.  Don’t use a retractable leash. I understand you think it gives your dog 
more freedom to roam around and yes, it does often reduce your dog’s pulling. 
However, there is still an end to the retractable leash and more often than not, a 
dog just ends up pulling anyway. 
 Your leash is a safety device. Its purpose is to keep your dog away from 
anything that could be dangerous; a moving car, an aggressive dog, etc. How 
well would you be able to protect your dog from a moving vehicle if your dog is 
on a retractable leash 10-feet in front of you? Not well. Hypothetically, your dog 
could still bite someone when pulled back by a retractable leash, which could 
cause a Dog Bite Attorney to suddenly have a case against you and your dog.
 Plus, a dog that uses a retractable leash will never learn the rules of walking 
on a leash since they can pretty much go wherever they please. Do you and your 
dog a favor and do not use a retractable leash.
 Do Use a Standard 6 Foot Leash. It doesn’t have to be exactly six feet. You 
can use one that is slightly longer or shorter to accommodate you and your pup. I 
prefer 6-feet because it seems to be the perfect length to give dogs room to roam 
while still maintaining a satisfactory environment for training. If you need some 
support with this kind of training, contact a trainer and got some fantastic results!
 A retractable leash is not so much a leash as it is a length of thin cord wound 
around a spring-loaded device housed inside a plastic handle. The handles of 
most retractable leashes are designed to fit comfortably in a human hand. A but-
ton on the handle controls how much of the cord is extended.
 Retractable leashes are popular primarily because they aren’t as confining as 
regular leashes, allowing dogs more freedom to sniff and poke around on walks. 
But unfortunately, there are many downsides to this type of leash.

10 Reasons Not to Use a Retractable Leash:
 1: The length of retractable leashes, some of which can extend up to 26 feet, 
allows dogs to get far enough away from their humans that a situation can quick-
ly turn dangerous. A dog on a retractable leash is often able to run into the middle 
of the street, for example, or make uninvited contact with other dogs or people.
 2: In the above scenario, or one in which your pet is being approached by an 
aggressive dog, it is nearly impossible to get control of the situation if the need 
arises. It’s much easier to regain control of – or protect – a dog at the end of a 
six-foot standard flat leash than it is if he’s 20 or so feet away at the end of what 
amounts to a thin string.
 3: The thin cord of a retractable leash can break – especially when a powerful 
dog is on the other end of it. If a strong, good-sized dog takes off at full speed, the 
cord can snap. Not only can that put the dog and whatever he may be chasing in 
danger, but also the cord can snap back and injure the human at the other end.
 4: If a dog walker gets tangled up in the cord of a retractable leash, or grabs 
it in an attempt to reel in their dog, it can result in burns, cuts, and even amputa-
tion. In addition, many people have been pulled right off their feet by a dog that 
reaches the end of the leash and keeps going. This can result in bruises, “road 
rash,” broken bones, and worse.
 5: Dogs have also received terrible 
injuries as a result of the sudden jerk on 
their neck that occurs when they run out 
the leash, including neck wounds, lacer-
ated trachea, and injuries to the spine.
 6: Retractable leashes allow dogs 
more freedom to pull at the end of them, 
which can look like aggression to anoth-
er dog who may decide to “fight back.”
 7: The handles of retractable leashes are bulky and can be easily pulled out 
of human hands, resulting in a runaway dog.

 8: Along those same lines, many dogs – especially fearful ones – are terror-
ized by the sound of a dropped retractable leash handle and may take off running, 
which is dangerous enough. To make matters worse, the object of the poor dog’s 
fear is then “chasing” her, and if the leash is retracting as she runs, the handle is 
gaining ground on her – she can’t escape it. Even if this scenario ultimately ends 
without physical harm to the dog (or anyone else), it can create lingering fear in 
the dog not only of leashes, but also of being walked.
 9: Retractable leashes, like 
most retractable devices, have a 
tendency to   malfunction over 
time, either refusing to extend, 
refusing to retract, or unspooling 
at will.
 10: Retractable leashes are an 
especially bad idea for dogs that 
haven’t been trained to walk po-
litely on a regular leash. By their 
very nature, retractable leashes 
train dogs to pull while on leash, 
because they learn that pulling extends the lead.
 If your dog is well trained, gentle mannered and smart enough to master a 
regular leash and a retractable leash without being confused, you could be one of 
the rare guardians that can walk your pooch on any kind of leash without increas-
ing risks to either one of you.

 2. Pulling On Your Dog’s Leash
 Dog owners feel like they only have control of their dog if there is tension on 
the leash. So, if their dog doesn’t provide the tension, then the owner will hap-
pily oblige. Some people prefer a dog harness over a collar because they feel it 
causes less pain for their dog, but each to their own. Your dog is likely to pull on 
the leash. However, it is also likely that your dog doesn’t pull on the leash every 
second. Those few moments that your dog isn’t pulling on the leash should be 
rewarded. Instead, most owners choke up on the leash when their dog isn’t pull-
ing and ensure that there is still tension. Both the owner and the dog believe that 
slack in the leash is bad, and tension in the leash is good. How often do you see 
an owner walking their dog while using only half the leash and pulling up caus-
ing the dog to fight against the pull of the leash? I see it every time I get in my car 
and drive around town. The mistake is that the owner believes that tension in the 
leash gives them control. The dog believes that tension in the leash is required for 
moving forward. Nobody has a good time. If you were only supposed to use half 
the length of the leash, then the leash makers would have made it half as long.

Tips and tools to stop your dog from pulling the leash - The 
Dogington Post

 Do Keep Slack In The Leash. 
How do you ensure there is slack 
in your leash? Reinforce and re-
ward your dog when there is no 
tension in the leash. Take a high 
value treat with you on walks and 
reward your dog when he/she 
isn’t pulling on your leash. When 
your dog is pulling on the leash, 
stop the walk and redirect them 
back to your side. Once they are 
walking next to you with a loose 

leash praise and reward them. If your leash forms a “J” when you are walking 
your dog, you are doing it right. When you see the “J,” reward the “J.”

Leash-walking basics for you and your dog - Animal Well-
ness Magazine
 Dog Training Tip: It is also possible that your dog is not getting enough ex-
ercise. Make sure you are exercising your dog each day. Sometimes it is helpful 
to exercise your dog before you do a leash session. Since they will be tired, they 
will be less likely to exert the energy necessary to pull on a leash. This will give 
you ample opportunities to reward them for not pulling.

 3. Only Practicing Leash Manners Outside
 Ah! This is such a frustrating mistake I see dog owners make. Because their 
dog pulls on the leash on walks outside, they only work on fixing this behavior…
outside. However, the environment outside is often too distracting for dogs (and 
their owners).
 If you were preparing to be a firefighter, you don’t start practicing in a burn-
ing skyscraper. You first learn in a classroom and then practice under controlled 
scenarios. If you were training to become a champion weightlifter, you don’t start 
by lifting 750 lbs, you start with much less. The same applies when training your 
dog. Don’t start training them in an environment filled with distractions where 
this is already a history of leash pulling.
 Do Practice in a Distraction Free Environment. For most dog owners, 
practicing in the house will produce the fastest and longest lasting results. By 
practicing leash manners in your house, or any environment that is distraction-
free, you will be more likely to get success with your dog and build what we call 
a reinforcement history.
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Nursing
by Mary Francis Johannessen

 Reflecting upon my forty years in nursing and 
giving care to others, I highly recommend this     
rewarding career to those of you wishing to pro-
vide services to others, aid in healing or in health 
promotion.                              
 Located within 100 miles of our area are numerous nursing schools for var-
ious degrees. Should you opt to become a vocational nurse, registered nurse, 
and/or nurse practitioner, the education levels are found there at Angelina Col-
lege, Panola College, Kilgore College, Tyler Junior college, UT Tyler, Texas 
College, and Stephen F. Austin University, and on additional online programs.                          
Career skills are definitely one of critical thinking, compassion, communication, 
confidence, patience; plus showing a professional attitude and integrity while 
advocating for others in need.                   
 Nursing is defined as autonomous and collaborative care of individuals of all 
ages, groups, and communities sick or well and in many settings. Promotion of 
health, prevention of illness, caring for the ill, disabled, dying or newborn, the 
choices are unlimited.             
 Choices for work after graduation from an accredited nursing program and 
passing the state NCLEX exam, one can choose hundreds of specialty fields 
or environments. Examples include nurse anesthetist, nurse practitioner with        
special certification, nurse midwife, pain management nurse, in esearch, as an 
educator and administrator position, flight nurse, prison nurse, traveling nurse, 
each nurse able to practice in hospitals, clinics, industrial environment, ambula-
tory care centers, nursing care facility, homes, doctors offices, outpatient care 
centers and many other types of health centers focusing on adult, children, dis-
ability and mental health care to name a few.            
 The state requires CEUs after graduation. Many nursing journals and organi-
zations exist. One difference in becoming an LVN or RN is in length of school-
ing. The internet web pages give great detail on requirements and the application 
process.                    
  The patient may forget your name but never has a professional nurse made 
that patient forget what was done in a time of illness, birth, death. Nursing is 
invaluable to committing your nursing education and skills to others while pro-

viding  also to a nurse job 
satisfaction.           

        Interested in following 
this career ladder? It is sug-
gested to shadow a nurse or 
volunteer in a facility before 
enrolling in schools. Nurs-
ing is a highly respected 
career and the shortage is 
growing with the numbers 
of increasing elderly. Be-
come a member of this most 
ethical and honest profes-
sion whether working full 
time or only part time. It 
can be very rewarding both 
emotionally and financially.  
My forty years of nursing 
are a blessing to me. 

Mary Frances Johannessen - graduate of San Augustine
High School, Angelina College Nursing School, 
Stephen F.  Austin Nursing School  -  Retired Registered
Nurse with a 40 year career - Ambassador for San 
Augustine since retiring 8 years ago. Member SA 
Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce. Likes traveling 
and family time. 

 Operant conditioning and positive reinforcement explains that rewarded 
behavior will more likely occur again in the future. By showing your dog that 
good things happen when they 
aren’t pulling on the leash, we are 
building a reinforcement history 
for not pulling on the leash. This 
reinforcement history will come 
in handy when your dog is out on 
walks and may be tempted to pull on the leash but then remembers, “oh wait. 
Lots of good things happen when I don’t pull – so I best not.” The key will be, 
what do you do in that moment? Do you ignore your dog for not pulling? Or, do 
you reward your dog with lots of praise and treats for not pulling? That decision 
will shape whether or not your dog becomes a puller or a walking champion.

How Long Will This Take?

5 ways to train your dog to walk on a leash - RSPCA Pet 
Insurance
 The time it takes for your dog to be trained not pull on the leash will vary. 
However, for most dog parents, working 5-10 minutes a day for 5-7 days will get 
them results. Remember, start inside. Once your dog is walking calmly next to 
you inside, start to take them outside. Keep them engaged and reward eye contact 
and desirable walking behavior. If you move outside and your dog starts pulling 
uncontrollably, then you’ve likely moved too fast. Go back inside and keep build-
ing that reinforcement history for calm walking.

 If you have any questions about animal behavior or dog training, contact 
Martin Kennel 936-560-3643. Hope this helped!

SAINTS REST 
CEMETERY

SPRING CLEANUP
March 26 • 8 am-Noon

Bring your own tools and snacks

INFO 936.569.8487

Your 1/4 page full-color ad Your 1/4 page full-color ad 
will reachwill reach

more than 10,000 readers more than 10,000 readers 
in 4 counties each month!in 4 counties each month!
Nacogdoches - AngelinaNacogdoches - Angelina
Shelby - San AugustineShelby - San Augustine

4.9” W x 6.25” H
$195 for one month

$175 per month 
12 month contract

FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822

AROUND the TOWN
AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE!
AroundTheTown.us      936.554.5822     aroundthetown@mail.com

FREE!

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY - ANGELINA COUNTY
 SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY - SHELBY COUNTY
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

VFW POST #3893

VFW DANCE
Every Saturday Night!

7 pm - 11 pm
$10.00 Admission

2406 Hunter Rd.
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.9670

Open to the public - No membership required!
Now accepting Credit Cards and Debit Cards

for admission and at the bar.

Live Bands . . .
 1st Saturday - Steppin’ Out
 2nd Saturday - Southbound
 3rd Saturday - Dead Legends
 4th Saturday - Hipshot

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CLEANUP WORK
• EMERGENCY WORK • FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT & 
DANGEROUS REMOVALS

 After a few years hiatus, the resident artists in Nacogdoches are ready to 
show their talents, all together, on one night. This new Nac Art Walk will fea-
ture over 25 invited artists located in 20 locations throughout historic downtown    
Nacogdoches. The walk will happen from 4 to 7pm on Saturday, March 5th. 
Maps for the walk can be picked up from the Visitors Center or from any of the 
merchants who are sponsoring an artist. Art walkers are encouraged to visit all of 
the locations along Main Street and beyond. They can get their map stamped at 
each location for a chance to win a basket of artsy items.
 According to Alisa Steed, one of the organizers of this event, there has been a 
dearth of art events that showcase the vast artistic talent that resides in the Nacog-
doches area. “We sorely need an art center for these artists to display and a place 
to foster all of the creative arts. Until we are able to find such a location, we plan 
to host special events around the town.”
 There will be a wide variety of art on the walk from paintings to illustration, 
mixed media assemblages, metal work, leather work, stained glass, jewelry and 
fine wood furniture.
 A full list of the artists and the locations can be found on the Facebook page 
for the event, “Nac Art Walk.” The event is free and open to all ages.

For more information, contact Alisa Steed or Lynn Myers from the Facebook 
page.

 Lynn Myers Alisa Steed
 830.708.7433 917.209.1050
 lynncmyers@live.com alsteed@aol.com

Nac Art Walk 
Comes Alive Again!
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GUNSMOKE RIDGEGUNSMOKE RIDGE

NACOGDOCHES TXNACOGDOCHES TX

L.L.C.L.L.C.

Coach Steve OatesCoach Steve Oates

WE SHOOT - RAIN or SHINEWE SHOOT - RAIN or SHINE

@GSRNAC
936.568.0805

gsrnac@gmail.com

Classes by 
Appointment 
Monday - Sunday

“Permitless Carry”
Handgun Class

FACILITIES INCLUDE:
Instructional Classroom

Covered Range
Open-Air Range

NOW OFFERING:
Permitless Carry 

Classes with Basic Safety 
&  Shooting Lessons 

(Two hour class)

Certified: N.R.A. & Texas D.P.S. Handgun Instructor

We are a 
Proud Member of

Nac County Exposition and 
Civic Center Calendar

Anita Scott

What’s Hot with Anita Scott
The Nacogdoches Expo is open to Arena Rider’s 7AM-4PM, M-F for just $10.00 per 
horse.  Give us a call at 936-564-0849 for availability.  

UPCOMING IN MARCH 2022…
MARCH 11-13, 2022 – DRILL IN THE PINES – PRESENTED BY ROSELAKE 
RANCH … Come join in the excitement of the Equestrian Drill Team Competition 
Saturday March 12 th , 2022 from 8:00AM-6:00PM —
 This event includes dancing horses, riders of all ages and costumes galore. You’re 
invited to enjoy this free family entertainment! It is truly an exhilarating day of ad-
venture; highlighting a unique style of horseback riding. Stalls and RV Hook-Ups are 
available and concessions will be open on Saturday.
 For more information, call Miriam Mumm at (936) 559-8222!
MARCH 24-26, 2022 – NACOGDOCHES PRO RODEO & STEER SHOW!…  
 Come see the best in Pro–Rodeo action, all part of the Pete Carr Rodeo Series. 
The Pro Rodeo benefits the Nacogdoches Jaycees. Brought to you by Title Sponsors 
KICKS 105 The Country Leader, RAM Rodeo, Badders Law Firm, GG Distributing, 
RV Outfitters, and Mike Perry Dodge.
 Gates open at 6:30 nightly, Mutton Bustin’ at 7:00, Pro Rodeo action begins at 
7:30PM.
 Nacogdoches High School Band will perform our National Anthem on Thursday 
night.
 Slack will be held on Friday, starting at 9AM. Free admission for Slack.
 Saddle up early on Saturday morning and join the Trail Seekers Trail Ride or 
Shawnee Trail Riders for a day of fun on horseback. Contact Pam Hamby at 936-564-
1119 or Kristie Wisener at 936-615-9701.
 We can’t get enough rodeo! That’s why we are hosting the Nacogdoches Ex-
ceptional Kids Rodeo. All special needs children are invited to come join the fun on 
Saturday morning, here at the Expo Center from 10AM-1PM.
 To register, please contact Katlyn Humphrey’s at 936-569-3273.
 Bring all of the kiddos to meet our pro rodeo contestants & personnel from 
1:30PM-3:30PM at Boot Barn in Nac on Saturday. It’s a chance to meet their favorite 
pro rodeo contestants and get autographs.
 Wear your yellow ribbons on Friday Night for Childhood Cancer and pink shirts 
on Saturday Night in support of Breast Cancer.
ALL Rodeo Admission Tickets are available online only at stallhigh.rodeoticket.
com (20% online discount on 5 or more tickets!) Presale Prices: VIP Tickets: $20.00; 
Adult Tickets: $10.00; Child Tickets: (Child 4 to 12) $7.00; $1.00 off if shared and 
liked on Social Media.
 Sponsorships and Vendor spaces are still available. Please call the Expo at 936-
564-0849 for information on how to become a Rodeo Sponsor or rent a vendor booth 
during the 2022 Nacogdoches Pro Rodeo & Steer Show. Mutton Bustin’ registration 
will be at the local Boot Barn in Nacogdoches – More details to follow.

RODEO TICKET QR CODE
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In and Around the Bend...
by Marcella S. Meeks – Logansport, LA

 I picked up the January 2022 issue of Around the Town at Brookshire’s in Joa-
quin the other day - it’s amazing to see this little paper growing. There are a few 
lifestyle stories that would make it a little more enjoyable (that’s where I come in!). 
I’d really like to see more community news from the Joaquin/Haslam/Logansport 
area (my opinion!)
     I figure Around the Town covers quite a large area already, but we down here 
around the Sabine River want to see a little bit of news and stuff, but there just 
wasn’t much from this end of Toledo Bend. I’m retired from reporting after twen-
ty something years writing for several newspapers in Texas and Louisiana, but I 
would like to offer a monthly column with my two cents worth covering communi-
ties around Toledo Bend on both sides of the river. Since I am not actually reporting 
but writing a monthly column, if you have news you’d like to share or wish to be 
publicized, you can email me in care of the editor at aroundthetown@mail.com or 
at marcies1960@aol.com.
     Writing is the one thing I haven’t retired from, and having a column is like a 
dream come true for me. This column can reach any community on either side of 
the Sabine River so feel free to shoot me an email and let me know about your 
event. I will be sure it gets in my column, if I get it in time.
     I also teach Sunday school at the Calvary Abundant Life Tabernacle in Lo-
gansport, and in the very near future, we’re starting a children/youth church. With 
Covid-19 on the rampage (several families were out sick the last three weeks) we 
were forced to delay plans for the children’s church until everyone felt well enough 
to get started again.
     And to make matters worse, I had surgery on my mouth last week to remove 
another small early-stage cancer I found in my cheek in November. This is my third 
bout with mouth cancer. I survived two rounds of Stage 4 mouth cancer during 
the last 6 years and now this one. But I am getting better after the surgery and I’m 
ready to get the children/youth church underway, as well as start a monthly column 
(one similar to this one) for Around the Town.
     Okay – this is my personal column yes, but I want to save space for community 
stuff as time goes on. But I will need your help. You have to email me with events 
and newsy items so that I can write them into my monthly column with Around 
the Town.
     The streets filled with Krewe of Aquarius Mardi Gras parade-watchers Satur-
day night – I’ve included photos (Photos by Tina Hughes, Joaquin Texas). You 
can check out their website for more up-
coming events. https://www.facebook.
com/Krewe-of-Aquarius-Logansport-
La-511340768965045.
     I will be glad when this virus thing is 
over – it has hurt so many businesses all 
across the country. Several weeks ago, my 
entire family had Corona but we got over 
within the same week. But we quarantined 
because of the risk of passing it to others. It 
didn’t affect us as bad as it has others, and 
even after having it that one time, we are 

very careful while out in public. Some 
of us have health issues, which is not a 
good thing.
     I do have a tip for you that might 
help. Vitamin D, Vitamin C and Zinc 
taken daily. It will keep your immune 
system built up which will help keep 
you well, and also help you get over the 
virus. Plenty of fluids, especially water.
     Since the Ground Hog saw his shad-
ow on the 2nd, we’re in for six more 
weeks of winter weather. Bundle up, and 

get out and enjoy a little sunshine even on cool days.
     Well, I guess I’ll bring my column to a close till next month. Please email me 
if you have events you’d like publicized. Get in touch with the editor if you have a 
story or happening you’d like to share. Blessings to all of you. Stay warm. See you 
next month….

 Ms. Meeks live in Logansport, Louisiana right across the Sabine River. She has 
over 650 published credits in hundreds of small press publications worldwide since 
1988. She has many stories published and accepted for publication in Primary Trea-
sure and Our Little Friend magazines. She has written front page news and feature 
stories regularly for several newspapers over the years. She has also written for 
publications such as the National Writer’s Association, Funds for Writers, FirstWriter 
Newsletter and Adelaide Literary Magazine. One of her many passions is writing for 
children. Some of hey stories have appeared in Primary Treasure, Our Little Friend 
and The Guide Magazine (Pacific Press), Smarty Pants Magazine for Kids, and Chris-
tian Educator. She is a regular contributor to Primary Treasure (Pacific Press) and 
Smarty Pants Magazine for Kids, and Authorship, the National Writer’s Association, 
to name a few.
 She taught Sunday School for over twenty years for children ages 7-9, and wrote 
practical stories for the Sunday School curriculum for Word Aflame Publications in 
the early 90s. In 1991, she graduated from WRITER’S DIGEST SCHOOL: Non-
fiction Writing; and ICS School of Short Story/Journalism. She is currently active 
in two writing courses again... one THE INSTITUTE OF CHILDREN’S LITERA-
TURE: Writing for Children and Teens, and BREAKING INTO PRINT.

Hunter Perry
ofc.936.275.3421
fax 936.275.2194

buntp@sbcglobal.net

“Deep Purple” 
  from “Once Upon a Song” by Christi Curry

Copyright © Terry M. Curry 2021
ISBN: 978-1-7373328-1-7

 During Jo Carol’s senior year and my sophomore year, she was 
chosen Contestant-at-Large (meaning she didn’t enter a state competi-
tion) for the Miss Teenage America Pageant. In fact, a man at church, 
Harold Patrick, had urged her to enter. No one was more surprised than 
she was to be chosen. (Harold Patrick was not surprised.)
 The week-long event was held in Dallas during October. Of course, 
this meant that she would miss a week of school, which turned out to be 
no problem as our school principal, Valton Redwine, was also a mem-
ber of our church, and a reasonable man.
 When someone suggested that I should also attend for at least part 
of the week, Daddy talked to Mr. Redwine and arranged for my ab-
sence to be excused also. Daddy was convinced it would be a great 
experience for me as well. So Mother and Jo Carol traveled to Dallas at 
the appointed time, and Mary Helen Yates drove me down later in the 
week to stay until the televised pageant on Friday night, when Daddy 
and Judy would join us. By then, Mary Helen was the leader of the 
Seven Teens, and a good friend.
 “Deep Purple” was Jo Carol’s piano entry in the talent contest. She 
played before judges only—we couldn’t observe—and she didn’t seem 
too nervous. She and I also had played a duet of this song.
 She didn’t win the talent category. It seems like the girl from New 
York won with a baton-twirling routine. Several contestants sang “I 
Feel Pretty,” from West Side Story. We heard it so many times that we 
got sick of it!
 Jo Carol didn’t win the crown that night, but the whole experience 
was exciting for all of us. Sam and Ruth Lynn Cotter, our former music 
director and wife at church, saw her on TV and wrote to her later.
 A great perk from that week was that she came home with some 
new clothes to add to our shared wardrobe: a long formal with a black 
velvet bodice and white straight skirt with a green ribbon at the waist; 
a short A-line formal, beige and lace-covered; and a dark red wool skirt 
and sweater set. We both wore those several times. I had my picture 
taken in each of the two formals. 

“When the deep purple falls over sleepy garden walls
And the stars begin to twinkle in the sky

Through the mist of a memory you wander back to me
Breathing my name with a sigh.

In the still of the night once again I hold you tight
Though you’re gone, your love lives on when moonlight beams

And as long as my heart will beat, lover, we’ll always meet
Here in my deep purple dreams.”
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
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