
DECEMBER 2022 

Free Willie . . .
or How a Monkey 
Captivated Nacogdoches
Authorities Nearly
50 Years Ago!
by Dan Norton

  In the mid-to-late spring of 1973, I was working my first real job after gradu-
ating from SFA the previous December. I was employed by the Nacogdoches 
Probation Department which had been newly-created with a grant the previous year.
 We provided, among other things, probation supervision and processing for 
the county (misdemeanor), district (felony) and juvenile courts. At the time, we 
had an odd procedure with juveniles that required us to be on 24-hour call. Any-
time a juvenile (10-16 years of age) was arrested in the county, one of us who was 
on call would be summoned to the arresting agency. There, we would be briefed 
on the offense and particulars on the child and and make a decision about whether 
he/she would be released or detained. Most were released to a parent or guardian 
with an appointment to return to our office 
in a few days for addtional processing. 
 I was working with two other officers: 
Dennis McDuffie and a supervisor, Greg 
Langham. About three or four months into 
this job, I was called to the sheriff’s office 
at around 2 or 3 p.m. They had a young man 
(15 or 16 years of age) in custody charged 
with assaulting a teacher or principal at the 
Douglass school.  His family had also ar-
rived and they consisted of a sister, his mother and the apparent matriarch, an 

FREE WILLIE - Page 3GOUND CHEVROLET - Page 2

M e r r y  C h r i s t m a sM e r r y  C h r i s t m a s

AROUND the TOWN
AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE!
AroundTheTown.us      936.554.5822     aroundthetown@mail.com

FREE!

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY - ANGELINA COUNTY - SHELBY COUNTY

BEER

  Sooner or later, we all need 
to go car shopping for that new or 
used car. Why not make that a great 
experience by shopping at Gound 
Chevrolet, whose reputation for 
“unmatched service and diverse 
Chevrolet inventory” can assist you 
in making the right choice for the 
right vehicle?

  Gound sales staff have been 
trained to assist you in all aspects of 
buying a new car. Their Parts De-
partment employees are also there 
to help with replacement parts for 
your Chevrolet with authentic GM 
accessories for your car, truck or 
SUV. Their service experts are 
there to provide all types of auto re 

                         pair service, whether it’s major or 

Gound Chevrolet –
70 Years and Still 
Going Strong!
by Terri Lacher
talacher@sbcglobal.net

Gound Chevrolet dealership on the Down-
town Square in the 1950s.

 Note from Publisher: Gound Chevrolet is one of the oldest family-owned businesses 
in Nacogdoches County. This year, they celebrate 70 years of serving Nacogdoches and 
the surrounding area. Around the Town congratulates the Gound Family for reaching 
this milestone…Almost unheard of in today’s world.
 We ran this story in June of 2020 and want to share it with you all again. Please note 
that Jason’s daughter, Jordan, is now 16 and is in the 10th grade. His uncle, Charles, 
passed away in May of this year.
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GOUND CHEVROLET

Jason Gound (right) pictured with his daughter Jordan in 
front of the present dealership on North Street.

minor, and will help you keep your Chevrolet “running like new.”
 Gound Chevrolet has served the Nacogdoches and East Texas area since 
1952 as a family-owned and operated business, building their customer base up 
for generations, making customer satisfaction their number one concern. They 
offer Chevrolet Owner Center, “which is a one-stop, online resource for all your 
vehicle needs. This service includes, viewing service records, downloading own-
er’s manuals, warranty status, assisting with Bluetooth pairing, and other 
information.
 Jason Gound grew up in the family car business, working there in some 
capacity since 1987. Originally, the dealership was owned by Ben T. Wil-
son, located on the Nacogdoches Downtown Square. It was purchased by C. W. 
Gound, and moved to 1015 North Street in 1964. Brothers Clarence, (Jason’s fa-
ther), and Charles can be seen daily around the dealership, helping out whereever 
they are needed.
 Jason was raised in 
a home where going to 
church at the First Baptist 
Church was important. He 
shared that if they missed 
church on a Sunday, his 
grandmother, Dimple 
would call them later that 
afternoon or next morning 
to check on them. Jason 
also believes in staying 
physically fit, and says he 
still plays competitive ten-
nis around East Texas. His thirteen year old daughter, Jordan, will be going into 
eighth grade this fall at Central Heights. When not at the dealership,he spends 
some of his time with the Rotary Club, the Nacogdoches Chamber of Com-
merce and the Nacogdoches Boosters’ Club. He is also a former member of the 
Jaycees.
 Along with meeting their customer’s new and used vehicle needs, “Gound 
Chevrolet is active in serving the community by supporting Stephen F. Austin 
State University, local area high schools, businesses and civic organizations.”
 When asked about what he enjoys most about his job, 
Jason responded, “What I love most about the car business are the relationships 
you establish with people. There is nothing more rewarding than establishing a 
trust with a customer that leads to friendship. Our customers know that we al-
ways will go that extra mile in trying to not only make the best deal for them we 
can, but to get them the exact vehicle they want.”
 At Gound Chevrolet, they believe the relationship extends beyond just sell-
ing the customer a car. They have twenty employees who are there to meet what-
ever customer service need you may have.
 “You have to take good care of them and establish trust back in the service 
department. Our service manager, Jay Choate, I can say, without a doubt, is the 
friendliest, most honest man in the business. Jay has very good rapport with ev-
eryone he encounters in the shop, and they know they will never be over-charged 
or billed for unnecessary services.”
 Gound Chevrolet has been serving Nacogdoches and greater East Texas 
since 1952. They strive to meet the new and used vehicle needs of Nacogdoches 
residents as well as serving their community at large, making new friends along 
the way.
 Gound Chevrolet is conveniently located at 1015 North St. on business 
Hwy 59S, Nacogdoches, Texas 75961. You may stop by or call their business at 
(936)564-8381. Sales hours are 8:00 am – 6:00 pm, Monday through Friday, and 
8:30 am to 3:00 pm on Saturdays. Jay Choate can be reached during the Service 
Department hours which are 7:30 am to 5:30 pm Monday through Friday, and 
from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm on Saturdays. The Body Shop hours, led by Jory Muck-
leroy are 8:00 am through 5:00 pm, Monday through Fridays. You can also visit 
their website at www.goundchevy.com, or check out their Facebook page.

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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ancient grandmother. I don’t recall the family name, so we will call them “The 
Joneses.” The boy’s behavior was stable and he appeared to have settled down 
considerably, so I brought them all upstairs to our office. I recall that we went 
into the law library since it had a large table and plenty of seating space. I went 
through the pre-release process of gathering the required information.  After 
finisihing that stage, we all walked across the hall to our office so that I could 
look at my calendar and make an appointment. On my desk, I had a paper weight 
that was a plaster monkey. This had been a gift and it sat on the edge of my desk. 
The grandmother saw the monkey and said, “That looks like our monkey, Willie. 
He drinks beer.” I remarked that I thought it odd that a monkey was allowed to 
drink beer and she assured me that it was true.
 Due to the nature of the offense and the family circumstances, I decided that 
a home visit was in order. I arranged to come by the next day (the boy had been 
expelled, so he would be there all day) when I was assured that they would all be 
at home. Apparently, no one worked. I got directions and wished them well.
 The next afternoon, I left to go to their home and eventually found it deep in 
a wooded area on an unimproved road. The home was a fairly-grand Victorian-
style two story in a state of disrepair. It had obviously been a very nice home in its 
day, but the years and elements had taken their toll. As I followed the driveway, 
I saw a three rail fence just outside the back porch. Sitting on the top rail was a 
wooly monkey on a leash that was tied to a post. Underneath the monkey were 
three empty beer cans. This monkey was about the size of a small chimpanzee.  
He was dark brown and appeared to have a rather sullen expression on his face. 
 The grandmother had heard my approach and came out the back door to greet 
me. As I exited the car, she pointed to the monkey and said, “This is Willie.” I told 
her that he was larger than I expected. She said that he was friendly and I could 
pet him. I was hesitant, but she insisted. I reached up to stroke the top of his head 
and he grabbed my hand in a blinding fast movement and put it in his mouth. I 
tried to withdraw my hand, but he held it…Not hard, but firmly with four large 
canine teeth. Granny slapped him hard and he bit down with more force. I told 
her that was not working as I tried not to panic at the thought of losing a sizeable 
portion of my hand. She slapped him again harder and he let my hand go. As I 
held my extremities at a safe distance from Willie, he exposed his impressive 
teeth and snapped his jaws open and shut several times. Granny yelled, “Don’t 
you pop them teeth at me.” Willie settled down a bit while staring at me. I tried 
to avoid eye contact with him since I seemed to recall that some animals regard 
that as a challenge. The last thing I wanted to do was to challenge Willie. Granny 
untied the leash and led Willie and me into the house. Willie would look back at 
me suspicously every two or three steps.  
 Once inside, the interior was something of a mirror image of the exterior.  
Granny, the juvenile boy, a younger sister and their mother gathered in a small 
sitting area where Willie and I were asked to join them.  
 The details of our discussion are lost in time, but I was informed that Willie 
was not only a part of the family, but had several duties. Among them were secu-
rity and discliping the children. Yes, I said disclipining the children! The mother 
or grandmother would dispatch Willie to administer punishment in the form of 
punches and screams when the kids misbehaved. I discussed with Granny the 
concern one might have with that type of arrangement and she assured me that it 
worked well for them and never got out of hand. All the while, Willie was giving 
me a look that did not appear to be rooted in affection. Given our earlier encoun-
ter, I was anxious to put more distance between Willie and myself. I wrapped 
things up and set a future appointment. Walking back to my car, I examined my 
right hand where four impressions were still visible. 
 The following events were not witnessed by me, but were corroborated by 
the people who did. A day or two after my home visit, there was a disturbance at 
the Jones residence. The younger daughter had done something that Granny did 
not approve of and Willie was summoned to apply a little punishement. Willie 
apparently got carried away and had the girl on her stomach while he jumped up 
and down on her back. Granny attempted to get Willie to stop by verbal com-
mand and he refused. The little girl became terrified and Granny went over to 
yank Willie off her. When she did, Willie went berserk and attacked Granny. The 
attack became serious, resulting in Granny’s hospitalization. Her injuries were 
serious, but not life-threatening. The daughter called the sheriff’s office, which 
responded in a few minutes. Meanwhile, Willie was driven from the house with 
brooms and shovels and he took refuge in a nearby tree.
 The deputy arrived and, having with some difficulty, ascertained the situation 
and called for backup. The outgoing call described a family under attack by a 
rampaging monkey. That type of call in sleepy Nacogdoches County will ensure 
a rapid and large response. Curious representatives of the Texas Department of 
Public Safety, Nacogdoches County Sheriff’s Department and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife officers were in attendance. Willie was observing the scene from the 
safety of a nearby treetop while snapping his jaws open and shut to show his dis-
pleasure. The officers, at a loss as to what approach to take, followed Willie as he 
navigated the treetops in a westerly direction. It was suggested that Willie be shot 
since he was now considered a violent and agressive animal, but the Jones family 
pevailed in talking them out of that solution. The crowd continued to grow, even-
tually including some members of the media, while Willie continued to make his 
escape. He eventually got out of sight and the officers returned to their duties. To 
my knowledge, Willie was never seen again.

FREE WILLIE

CALL TO ADVERTISE
Tracy Broadway 936.591.1939
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EAST TEXAS SPORTSMAN’S CLUB
 The East Texas Sportsman’s Club 
(ETSC) is a responsive community of 
hunters and anglers in the East Texas  
region who work to protect fish and 
wildlife while promoting conservation 
and youth education. Our mission is “to 
conserve wildlife and wilderness lands, 
to educate youth and the general pub-

lic, and to promote and protect the rights 
and interest of hunters.” 
 Meetings are on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at different loca-
tions. For meeting locations and other 
information, please contact Marsha Find-
eisen at marsha@ntsamson.com. 

STORE HOURS: Mon-Sat 7 am-9 pm; Sun 10 am-9 pm
        We welcome 

Find out more 
about our 

weekly specials at
hscentertx

H&SDiscount Foods

Our Fresh Meat is Born, Raised and
Harvested in the US

705 Shelbyville Street • Center, Texas

Wishing you a Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas & Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
Wishing you a Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas & Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
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PERRY PROPANE
& APPLIANCE

Bottle • Home • Farm
Industry

We service residential, farms and             
industries. Bottles filled and tanks 
leased and sold. All commercial 

and  residential propane 
installations.

Bayou Classic 
4-Gallon 
Bayou Fryer 
with 2 Stain-
less Baskets

Propane 
bottles for 
outdoor 
grills and 
firepits

Bayou Classic 
Stock Pot with 

Vented Lid in 
Stainless Steel

Large         
selection of 
Lodge Cast 
Iron Cook-

ware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and 
shrimp cookers. We sell Bayou Classic 
Fish Cookers and accessories.

6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Dr.)
www.perrypropane.com 

936.564.8448

 All Cats Go to Heaven
by Taylor Millard

  I like dogs. I have never been a cat person, but if cats are your thing, good 
for you. I grew up with a family dog, the outside cow dog kind. There were no 
poodles or fluffy things parading inside the house, with a colorful collar and a 
delicate appetite. We briefly had a dachshund but the busy highway in front of my 
childhood home… well you know.
  I have never really understood the appeal of a cat. There seemed to be no   
affection displayed like that of a dog happy to see you, tail wagging with a hap-
py dance. The cat never runs with exuberance to the door, awaiting you with 
no judgement. The purest definition of unconditional love… but I do have one        
cat story. 
  There was an elderly lady I 
knew of, that suffered great loss in 
her life. She lost her husband at a 
young age, then her only child died 
as a young adult. I cannot imagine 
the sorrow she endured. She began 
gathering cats and dogs over the 
years to provide solace. Most were 
strays that may have been dumped 
at her home, when word spread of 
her kindness. Soon there were a 
half dozen living with her and the 
interior conditions worsened. 
  An appliance needed replacing
and was delivered. The home had a
very foul odor, by this time, and al-
though she did her very best to care
for her pets, the delivery man called
the authorities. The Pet Police came
to her home and removed all her fur
babies, under the noble intention of
saving the animals. She was told to clean her home and maybe she could get her 
pets back. She paid to have the home sanitized. Her pets were not returned. She 
was suicidal. She quit going to church, which was her only social interaction.
  A couple from the church learned of some kittens that needed homes and 
secured a little male Tabby. They made sure the kitten was taken to the vet, then 
delivered the gift. The grieving lady greeted them in her driveway. She walked 
slowly toward the couple and saw the tiny present. “I better not” she said meekly, 
“They said I can’t have any more pets.”
  The couple placed the ball of purring fur in her hands, and she silently ac-
cepted the gift and slowly walked back into her home. Within minutes the couple 
got a call on their cell, a bright cheerful voice on the other end. “You wouldn’t 
believe how this little thing has taken to me! I am going to call him Charles.” In 
only a few moments her entire countenance changed. She returned to church the 
next Sunday, with a smile on her face. She said that couple saved her life.
  The unconditional love that a pet can provide is needed desperately by some 
in our world. They are the link to caring, for a mother, who’s nest may now be 
empty. They are a genuine substitute for loss and give purpose to the lives of 
many people. 
  The lady lived two months after Charles died, twelve years later. Maybe cats 
are ok after all.

Henry Taylor Millard, known as Taylor, to 
almost everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches 
with a story telling father and a history 
reading mother. Taylor is a seventh genera-
tion Texan and lives on the same family land 
dating back to the eighteen-thirties. He and 
his wife attend Old North Baptist Church 
that his great-great-grandmother assisted in 
founding in 1838.

SAME GREAT BARBERS . . . NEW LOCATION!

936.558.7975 TUESDAY-FRIDAY
7:00AM-5:00PM

SATURDAY
6:00AM-NOON

MORE PARKING
IN REAR

Kelly’sKelly’s
BARBER SHOP

Kelly Owens and
Edgar Munoz are

proud to announce
their NEW LOCATION!

Kelly Owens
Voted 

#1 Barber
Anel Owens

Voted 
#1 Hair Stylist

1800 SOUTH ST.
Across the street from 

Fredonia Hill Baptist Church

Haircuts $17  •  Seniors $15
In the same
building with...
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You Will Feel Right at Home Here
WE WILL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY 
We have many years of 
experience taking care of the dental 
needs of our East Texas community 
and are committed to providing you 
with REAL CUSTOMER SERVICE.  If 
restorative treatments are needed, 
we will give you a detailed treatment 
plan, up front, so you will be able 
to choose the best options for you.   
For your convenience, we file on all 
dental insurance and will check on 
your benefits before treatment.  Our 
patients are treated like family from 
the moment you call us or walk in our 
front door.

Find out why our dental office is different!

936.564.7240
1302 Raguet Street • Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

We are located at the corner of Bailey and Raguet Streets behind Memorial Hospital.

Back pain?
Nerve pain?

Shoulder issues?
Hip issues?

How about those knees?

Stretch ER
Fascial Stretch Therapy • Pilates • Gifts

110 S. Pecan St. Nacogdoches Texas 75961
www.Stretch-ER.com

936 . 569 . 1044

Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275

steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852
We represent most major carriers!

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

It’s Annual 
Enrollment Time!

Oct 15 - Dec 7
Ask us about the new Medicare 

plans that add money back to your 
Social Security Check!
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 The first concern of many boys and girls forced to leave their abusive homes 
during the holidays is, “Mom, how will Santa ever find us?”
 The purpose of the Family Crisis Center’s Adopt-a-Family program is to 
match community members with survivors of abuse and their children who are 
working hard to build new lives free from violence. 
 “For parents and children, fleeing abuse during the holidays is an extremely 
stressful time. Escaping an abusive situation could mean leaving behind items 
like toys and clothing. Financial abuse may mean someone cannot buy presents, 
or even food, for their children,” said Whitney Burran, executive director of the 
Family Crisis Center.   
  “Adopting a family is a wonderful way to remind these survivors that they 
are cared for by the community as they begin their healing journey free from 
violence.”
 Individuals, businesses or groups can contact the agency and “adopt” a fam-
ily who is currently receiving services at the Family Crisis Center. The agency 
will provide a personalized list of gift selections, as well as the clothing and shoe 
size of each family member.
 Families can be adopted until Wednesday, Nov. 30, and unwrapped gifts and 
wrapping supplies can be delivered to the agency’s administrative office—or any 
outreach office—until Thursday, Dec. 8, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
 Last year, Santa found the new homes of 91 families—including 187 chil-
dren—thanks to those that adopted a family. 
 For more information on the Adopt-a-Family program, contact Angela Turn-
er, marketing & communications coordinator at the Family Crisis Center, at 936-
639-1681 or email her at aturner@fccet.com. 

 The Family Crisis Center of East Texas (FCCET) is a non-profit organization 
that empowers survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault by providing 
crisis intervention and advocacy services. The FCCET also engages the com-
munity through education to build awareness and prevent domestic violence and 
sexual assault. 
 Since 1979, the Janelle Grum Family Crisis Center of East Texas (Women’s 
Shelter of East Texas, Inc.) staffs a full array of professionals specializing in as-
sistance for survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. Those services 
included emergency shelter, a 24-hour crisis hotline, access to food and clothing, 
information and referral, legal and personal advocacy, child advocacy, counsel-
ing, support groups, job readiness training, transitional housing, homeless pre-
vention financial assistance, child care assistance, and more. 

“Mom, How Will 
Santa Ever Find Us?”
Adopt a family and ensure young         
survivors aren’t forgotten this Christmas

Step back 
in time.
A true 
antiquing 
experience.

   A Unique Shopping Experience

412 E. Main St
Nacogdoches
Tue.-Sat. 10-5;

Closed Sun. & Mon.

936-205-3121

Downtown

 ROCK SHOP NOW OPEN!
 DOWNTOWN ROCKS
Crystals - Stones - Decor

Come in and enter to win a gift 
basket of  items from our 

vendors! Gift basket is worth over 
$200. One entry with every 

purchase! Drawing will be held 
Saturday, December 17th, at noon.
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DECLARE YOUR 
ENERGY 

INDEPENDENCE

REDUCE OR ELIMINATE
UTILITY INDEPENDENCE

•
LOCK IN YOUR UTILITY

COST FOR LIFETIME
•

ALWAYS HAVE POWER—
YOUR LIGHTS ARE ON

WHEN OTHERS ARE NOT
•

GRID TIED OR
OFF GRID SYSTEMS

AVAILABLE
•

SELL EXTRA ENERGY
BACK TO THE UTILITY

Zero Money Down
0% FINANCING
Cash Discount
Texas Based
Local Service

We Buy Local and Hire Local!

936.305.1641

Authorized Generac and 
Sol-Ark Installer

CREATE YOUR 
OWN POWER GRID

 Charles Pool Real 
Estate Welcomes 
Jimmie Lynn John 
to the Team
   
  Charles Pool Real Estate is proud to announce the addition of Jimmie Lynn 
John to Nacogdoches’ largest team of licensed brokers.
  Ed Pool, President, said he is excited to welcome the life-long East Texan to 
CPRE’s roster of knowledgeable professionals.
  “Jimmie Lynn knows and loves East Texas, and she’s passionate about shar-
ing that with people,” he said. “Between her 
experience and her talent and her connections, 
she has all the elements you look for in a real 
estate agent. I think she’s going to make a 
huge impact here.”
  Jimmie Lynn was previously at Pine Cur-
tain Real Estate in Rusk, and she has also 
worked in customer relations and bookkeep-
ing at Cherokee Warehouse. She lives in Dou-
glass, which she loves and “never wants to 
leave,” and is excited about helping families 
put down roots in East Texas.
  “The most rewarding part of the job for 
me is watching the transition, when families buy land or a house and start a new 
chapter,” she said. “I really enjoy helping them make that decision and take that 
step.”
  Jimmie Lynn is a graduate of Rusk High School and attended Angelina 
College. She and her husband, Dustin, and their children Aubree and Logan, 
enjoy the outdoors and travel frequently for fishing tournaments, softball and 
basketball games.
  Incorporated in 1975, Charles Pool Real Estate proudly boasts more licensed 
brokers and more multi-million-dollar producers than any other company 
in Nacogdoches. CPRE agents complete hundreds of successful real estate 
transactions each year, and for more than 25 years CPRE has been Nacogdoches’ 
top company in residential listings and sales.
  For more information, visit cpre.com.
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936.205.9835936.205.9835

3205 N. University Dr.
Nacogdoches

Kroger Shopping Center
Pre-Order Now!

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
Merry 2022

CUSTOM SMOKED TURKEY   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $79 .00
Average Weight 13 lbs 

FRIED TURKEY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50 .00
You provide the turkey! 15 lb Max
Call for drop-off/pick-up info! 

SPIRAL HAM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $6 .99/lb
Whole Only-Average Weight 13 lbs

DRESSING & GRAVY    7 lb Tray   .  .  .  .  .  . $45 .00
 Pint   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10 .95

CHEESE BALLS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $11 .00
1 lb each. Regular or Jalapeño 

HOMEMADE PIES Pecan/Pumpkin  .  .  .  . $25 .00
   Deep Dish Apple/Coconut/Chocolate Cream  .  . $30 .00
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Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom

Austin Hills Subdivision!
• Home to Nacogdoches Senior Center

• Nacogdoches’ only Age Restricted Neighborhood (50+)
• Extremely quiet neighborhood

• Conveniently located in the Heart of Nacogdoches with 
a nice country feel

• Neighborhood has all yards and common areas        
professionally maintained

• Parklike feel with an abundance of trees and wildlife
• Two Roy Rodriguez custom homes 

under construction now 
• Only 30 lots left, pick one out for your own custom home
• Lots starting at $23,500 with all city utilities available

Exclusively marketed by R.J. Bohac with ETX Realty LLC 
for lot and home information (936) 205-5035

                                                                                                                                                   
             

         
       

     
   

   
   

    
      

        
           

       Senior Center NOW OPEN!       
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The Bright 
and 
Morning 
Star
“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify 
to you these things in the churches. I am 
the Root and the Offspring of David, the 
Bright and Morning Star.”
Revelation 22:16 (NKJV)

 Although we cannot see them during the daytime hours, stars do shine during 
the day. The sun is brighter than all of the other stars and thus blocks out their light. 
Some have said stars can be seen during the day if one is looking from the bottom of 
mine shafts, tall chimneys, pits or wells. For centuries men charted their journeys by 
the stars. Sailors navigated the seas with their eyes on the stars. The stars were the 
road maps, the directional signs for their times.
 At the nativity of Christ, it was a star symbolizing His birth that led the Magi to 
Bethlehem. Peter later explained, “And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, 
which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19).
 The Morning Star heralds the beginning of a new day. It is a symbol of the 
promise of God’s presence and guidance. Aren’t you glad that Jesus is not referred 
to as “The Setting Sun” or “The Shades of Night”? As the Light of the World, Jesus 
banishes darkness, and as the Bright and Morning Star, He ushers in a new day of 
hope and light.
 Although, Christ, as the Morning Star, has already dawned in our hearts (2 Peter 
1:19), someday we will have Him in His fullness. When He comes, He will be the 
brightest star who will shatter the darkness of man’s night and herald the dawn of 
God’s glorious day.
 An artist once drew a picture of a lone man rowing his little boat on a dark night. 
The wind is fierce; the waves crest and rage around his frail boat. But there is one star 
that shines through the dark and angry sky above. On that star the voyager fixes his 
eyes and keeps rowing on through the storm. Beneath the picture are these words “If 
I Lose That I’m Lost.”
 Christ is the true Morning Star. Keep your eyes on Him! 

A LITTLE HUMOR: I’ve no idea when Jesus is coming back. I’m on the Welcom-
ing Committee, not the Planning Committee.

“REED ALL ABOUT IT!”
            by Dr. Allen Reed 

FLEETWOOD HOMES
3 & 4 Bedroom Doublewides
Starting at $110,000

LARGE 
SELECTION
of New & Used 
RVs! We have NEW
with Upstairs, also 
2 bathrooms.

NEW!NEW!

3/2 - 16X76 Singlewides 
Starting at $71,500.00
Includes Delivery, AC & Setup, Skirting 
installed, Steps with other fees.

1995 Oak Creek 9 Room Doublewide 
Office - $55,000 + A/C – 28x76
14x70 Office Unit & Desk - $28,500 
w/desk included  

We have Excellent Used Doublewides 
& Singlewides completely 

Refurbished at GOOD PRICES.

NEW ITEMS 
IN STOCK

FALL 
SPECIALS!

White 11/4 X 11/2 
Trim 8ft - $1,00 ea

16ft wide 
Linoleum Rolls - 
on sale $7.95/yd

We have FOREST RIVER & WINNEBAGO!

Garage Sale on Site

VOTED BEST OF LUFKIN WHEN BUYING A M/H OR R.V. 
17 YEARS IN A ROW!  COME FIND OUT WHY!

Ask for Damon or Freddie
Lynda Fryman Waldron
NMLS 398742

Financing Available WAC
MHDRET00002960    NMLS 307766

Located on Lufkin’s NE Loop 287  
3907 N. Medford Drive • Lufkin, TX 

936-632-8414 • 1-800-324-0569

FALL INVENTORY FALL INVENTORY 
BLOWOUTBLOWOUT

Angelina Manufactured Housing 
& RV Travel Center’s

FINANCING AVAILABLE

WE BUY MOBILE HOMESWE BUY MOBILE HOMES

$2,000 Off on all new 3- & 4-Bed-
room Doublewides
$500 Off on all new Fifthwheels
$1,000 Off on all new Bumper Pull 
Travel Trailers
$1,000 Off on all used Fifthwheel or 
Bumper Pull Travel Trailers

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE
DURING DECEMBER

SHOP FOR CHRISTMAS NOW!

VIP Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry

Family owned and operated

4515 North Street, Ste. 1 (across from Walmart)
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965 • 936-205-5910

L-R: Adán Mandujano and Adán Madujano, Jr.

Merry Christmas,Merry Christmas,
to all our East Texas 
friends and families!

We get out all kinds of holiday 
stains from grease to gravy, so 
enjoy your festivities carefree.

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!
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4635 NE STALLINGS DR, STE 102 936-205-9906
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75965 FAX 936-205-9908

RPERRY@RACHELPERRYINSURANCE.COM

HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • HEALTH
WATERCRAFT • MOTORCYCLE

We’re ready for    
  Christmas!!

Hardware
of East Texas

5438 Loop 500 E in Center 936.598.2734   East Texas’ most complete 
hardware store!www.etace.com Ace Rentals in Center

Bring the kiddos to Ace Hardware, we 
are doing letters to Santa November 28 
thru December 15!
Stop by and see our entries for the 
OperationOperation Blue Santa Store Front Blue Santa Store Front 
DecoratingDecorating ContestContest while Christmas 
shopping!

Come join us for a 
season of fun and 

enjoy the Christmas 
decorations. We have 
something for every-

one in the family.

We’re ready for    
  Christmas!!
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BUY HERE-
SERVICED HERE!

2502 NW Stallings Drive

936.564.3579
Quality lawn and garden 

equipment sales and service 
since 1958. Largest selection of 
Stihl products in Nacogdoches!

TAQUERIA EL 21TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours
Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos
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Laird

Taylor

Garrison

Nacogdoches
936-569-1366

Timpson
936-254-2424

Garrison
936-347-2260

Corrigan
936-398-4141

100% Family Owned 
and Operated . . .
100% Family Owned 
and Operated . . .



Page 17     December 2022

Rhonda Oaks
Lufkin District Public Information Officer
Communications Division
Texas Department of Transportation

 The lady in front of me was digging in her purse for change with a baby on 
one hip when I walked up to the checkout. My first thought was that I was in a 
big hurry, and this was a delay I didn’t need.
 As she rested her purse on the counter and balanced the toddler with her arm, 
she told the checker that she knew she had the money, but just had to find it. I 
could tell she was embarrassed as she asked the checker again how much she was 
short. In a low voice, the checker replied, $4.35.
 I glanced at the counter and could see several basic food items. I stepped up 
and handed the checker my debit card, and I hate to say it, but it was mostly a 
selfish effort to get out of the store quicker and about my day. The young woman 
told me no one had ever done that for her, but then, she had never been in that 
position. 
 She thanked me and pushed her buggy outside as I turned to pay for my pur-
chases. When I stepped outside of the store, she had just buckled her child in the 
car. As I loaded my bags, she turned to thank me again and try to explain why she 
didn’t have the money. 
 I told her it was ok, but she continued. It crossed my mind this was some-
thing else to slow me down. But as she spoke, I realized she was sincere, and I 
began to listen. They had just moved to East Texas and rented a mobile home. 
Her husband had started a new job and they were excited to be starting a new life. 
But the week before, the mobile home had caught fire and they lost most of their 
belongings. It had taken all their money to buy the necessities they needed. I had 
heard about the fire and knew she was being truthful.
 I gave her the name of several local agencies to contact for assistance. She 
said she had already contacted them, and they were in the process of helping. I 
told her to hang on, that things would get better, and how fortunate they were to 
be safe and healthy. As she got into her car to leave, I put a $20 bill in her hand, 
and she teared up again. By then, I was feeling guilty for being so self-centered 
but thankful that I was there at that moment in time to help her.
 It’s easy this time of year to say we are thankful for all we have. Trouble 
is, most of us take for granted the most basic things that we should be thankful 
for. Simple things like clothes, shoes, and a bed to sleep in. A home to go to, our 
health and the love of a family. Those things are what’s important. The good 
stuff. The stuff you can build your life on.
 And if you travel this holiday season, be thankful for safe arrivals. Thankful 
that you and your family were wearing seatbelts when that car pulled out in front 
of you. Thankful that none of our loved ones were among those lost today on the 
roadways. 
 Being thankful this year means so much more to many people than just a 
turkey on the table or a plastic Christmas tree. I hope you give some thought to 
how big the little things are in your life, because they really are the big things, the 
best things, the things that really matter. Everything else is just icing on the cake 
of life. 

Be Thankful for 
the Little Things

Alto and 
Cushing

1-800-958-5870

Clyde Partin
Monument Company
1-800-327-5940
www.partinmonument.com

Lufkin Office
2120 N. Raguet St • 936.225.3596

CLYDE PARTIN 
MONUMENT COMPANY

SERVING EAST TEXAS SINCE 1934 
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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Bob’sBob’s

Pawn & GunPawn & Gun

Ammo
Guns

905 Hurst St. • Center
936.598.9014

Check us out on Facebook!

Mon-Fri 9-5
Sat 9-1

We buy
GOLDGOLD

Layaway
• 10% down
• 10% monthly

for
• 10 months 5” & 6” SEAMLESS

Your honest fulltime gutter company!

936-556-0274

bsgutter.com  •  gut-r-dun

ThAnk you for voTing uS  
ThE BEST guTTEr CoMpAny!

Rainchains • save youR Foundation • RepaiR/ clean out • leaFguaRd • call oR text

CALL BuBBA phiLLipS

Finding God in 
the Woods
by Tweed Scott

 It is no secret. I am well known for my 
love and passion for Texas. I write about it. I 
live it. It is real and not some contrivance or 
some kind of put-on. Having said that, I will 
in the next breath say that I love where I grew 
up. As people, we don’t get to choose where 
we are born. Our moms made that decision for 
each of us. I feel blessed to have been raised in 
a small blue-collar community about 25 miles 
from where they made that movie, “On Gold-
en Pond.” Laconia is smack dab in the middle 
of New Hampshire. Although this event did 
not happen in Texas, I will submit to you, the 
experience is universal and could happen to 
anyone anywhere, maybe even you.
 My family was a typical blue-collar fam-
ily. My father was a skilled glass engraver. He 
engraved finely detailed, exquisite designs on wine glasses, decanters, and many fine 
crystal objects. In those days, my mom was a stay-at-home mom and took good care 
of me. She saw to it that I did my homework, my chores and went to church.
 My early spiritual life embraced going to church, Sunday school and Vacation 
Bible School in the summer. I learned all the stories in the bible and there were some 
pretty cool people in that book. But I can’t say that I had an actual connection with my
faith. I knew about God & Jesus, the crucifixion, and the resurrection, but it wasn’t 
clear to me exactly how that connected to me. I can say I didn’t completely “get it.”
 Without a shred of doubt, my favorite time of year has always been the Fall. 
Growing up in New Hampshire at that time of year was wonderful. To watch the 
trees, change colors and shed their coats, was a beauty to behold. You have to experi-
ence that firsthand to fully appreciate how spectacular that explosion of color is and 
how it affects your senses.
 As a kid, I loved going off by myself into the woods. There was such wonder 
there—a peacefulness I couldn’t get enough of. I would spend hours there. Some-
times just sitting under a tree and smelling the fresh air or listening to the breeze 
racing freely through the treetops. I enjoyed kicking my way through deep carpets of 
dead leaves that had already found their way to the ground. There is something spe-
cial in that rustling sound. There is a certain kind of freedom in the woods. I always 
loved exploring new parts of the forest.
 One day, I climbed over a low stone fence on Steel Hill Road near Winnisquam. 
As I kicked my way through a carpet of dead Maple, Oak and Birch leaves, a Red 
Maple leaf on the ground caught my eye and I bent over and picked it up. As I in-
spected it, I walked over to a large tree and sat down, leaning my back against the 
thick trunk. For the first time in my life, I observed and examined a solitary dead 
leaf. I was amazed by what I found. This one single leaf had veins much like my own 
body. The leaf exposed many parts, panels—a network of connecting tubes or capil-
laries. I had never looked so closely at a leaf before. I was amazed. This leaf was once alive.
 As I laid my head back against the tree, I surveyed the ground in front of me. 
There were millions of leaves lying dead on the ground—millions of them, perhaps 
billions. I glanced up into the treetops where the few remaining survivors clung tena-
ciously to their withering lives. I looked at that Red Maple leaf again and realized one 
humbling thought. This could not and did not happen by accident or happenstance. 
There IS a higher power. There IS a GOD. There MUST be a GOD. How else can 
you explain the existence of this single, solitary leaf? The intricacies of a single leaf 
did not just happen. In that moment, I BELIEVED there is a wonderful GOD in-
volved in our lives—in my life. I remember thanking him under that thinning canopy 
on that crisp October afternoon.
 I brought myself to my feet and surveyed the surrounding forest. I was in awe. I 
held in my hand a single leaf. Just one leaf from one tree that was the home of thou-
sands of leaves just like the one in my hand. That one tree was only one of the mil-
lions of trees surrounding me. I was humbled and remain so to this day. I DO believe.
I gently placed that leaf in my coat pocket and took it home. It sat on my dresser as a 
reminder for the next several years. I found GOD that day in the woods. I am thank-
ful he found me, too.

Glenn Lenderman
 East Texas Music Man!

Contact 936.676.4126

Thu 1st Tia Juanitas Lufkin 6:00 pm

Sat 3rd Front Porch Distillery Nacogdoches 7:00 pm

Tue 6th Guacamoles Lufkin 6:00 pm 

Fri 9th S.P.J.S.T. Dance Lufkin VFW 7:00 pm

Sat 10th Private Party Lufkin ——

Thu 15th Ralph & Kacoos Lufkin 6:00 pm

Sat 17th Naskila Casino Hwy 190 E 7:00 pm

Tue 20th Guacamoles Lufkin 6:00 pm

Thu 22nd Tia Juanitas Lufkin 6:00 pm

Thu 29th Naskila Casino Hwy 190 E 7:00 pm

Sat 31st New Years Eve Lufkin VFW 8:00 pm

December 2022 Schedule
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J&S

CA$H • CA$H • CA$H • CA$HCA$H • CA$H • CA$H • CA$H
CA$H for Lawn & CA$H for Lawn & 

Recreational EquipmentRecreational Equipment
Running or Non-Running

 936-645-5636 
 936-645-5292
12769 State Highway 7 W / Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Serving Texas and Louisiana
114 Nacogdoches Street

Center, Texas 75935

(936) 598-6111
Jodi Fountain  - Owner / Broker

Agents
Alma Jaimes
936-488-9988

Bill Hughes
936-332-4524

Margaret McBride
936-591-4919

MLS-206350
Cozy 3/2 wood and stone home tucked 

away in Shelbyville on 1.14 acres of
 waterfront property! Stainless steel 

appliances, granite counter tops and a 
wood burning fireplace!

$350,000

MLS-20114188
3/1 brick home placed down on 

1 acre in Logansport, 
Louisiana. Property has storage 

building as well!
$99,000

MLS-204657
4.91 acres located on high traffic high-
way 84 in Joaquin, TX. Land is cleared 

and ready for future opportunities! 
Next to Dollar General and just a short 

distance from schools!
$132,786

Bonded, Insured
and

Free Estimates

Rated A
on Angie’s List

w i l l i a m s c o n t r a c t i n g . u s

Mechanic 
Needed

Service Manager retiring
soon after forty years!

Certified Mechanic 
opportunity of a lifetime.

GM Certified mechanic
a plus.

We will invest in you!

Mike Perry Chevrolet
101 W. Main St.
San Augustine,

Texas 75972

or call
Danny Herman GM.

936.275.3421
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936-564-2634
4729 NE Stallings Dr.

Nacogdoches, TX nacogdochestso.com

TEXAS  STATE  OPTICAL

Merry Christmas
 Happy New Year!&

 Jasper Shaw is the son of Mr. Jerry 
Shaw and Ms. Tiffany Shaw. Jasper is a 
current Senior at Garrison High School 
and has been very successful throughout 
high school. He is a varsity football player 
and varsity powerlifter; he competes in 
UiL Academics. Jasper is a member of 
Beta Club, Student Council, Class Offi-
cer, but his most significant accomplish-
ments have lied in the National FFA Or-
ganization, or Future Farmers of America. 
 Jasper has had numerous accomplish-
ments in this organization since he joined 
in the 8th grade. Jasper has competed in 
Leadership Development and Career De-
velopment Events, where he has advanced 
to the state level in Dairy Cattle Evalua-
tion for the past four years. He has held 
numerous leadership roles as he’s served as the Garrison FFA Chapter’s Sentinel, 
Treasurer and was elected President the past two years. He has also been elect-
ed the 2021-2022 Pineywoods District President, which covers Nacogdoches, 
Cherokee, Shelby San Augustine, and Sabine counties. Jasper currently serves in 
the second-largest leadership office offered in the Texas FFA as the 2022-2023 
Area IX Treasurer. The Area IX FFA Association is one of the 12 Areas of Texas 
FFA. Area IX is divided into four districts, and has over 80 school chapters in 
the entire Area. As an Area IX Officer, Jasper was elected to serve over 10,000 
members, attend state and national leadership conferences, facilitate leadership 
development workshops, and, most importantly, advocate for American agricul-
ture’s future. 

       Jasper’s most recent event as an 
Area Officer was to attend the 95th An-
nual National FFA Convention & Expo 
held in Indianapolis, Indiana. Indianap-
olis hosts a “sea of blue corduroy,” with 
almost 70,000 FFA members attending 
convention every year. Jasper attended 
the National Convention as a delegate 
for Texas FFA. The National FFA Del-
egate Experience consists of 475 del-
egates from every state of the United 
States of America, the American Ter-
ritories of Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 
Islands. 
 Every State Associaton is allocated 
two delegates and given more seen fit to 
what percentage of National Member-

ship their state holds. The Texas FFA Association was allocated 70 delegates as 
the largest association in the FFA, with 156,373 members of the National FFA’s 
850,823 members. Texas FFA took the 12 state officers and brought 58 delegates 
from the 12 Area Associations. 
 One of the integral roles of a delegate 
is partaking in committees. There are usu-
ally six committees during the delegate 
process, which identify conflicts within 
FFA and provide solutions in the form of 
recommendations. The delegate body pass-
es these recommendations during business 
sessions which are strictly only available 
to delegates; upon their passing, they are 
sent to the National FFA’s Board of Direc-
tors for evaluation. Delegates also attend 
the sessions of the Convention & Expo 
where they hear words from National Officers in their Retiring Addresses. 
 Jasper was fortunate to have met the 2021-2022 National Eastern Region 
Vice President, Mallory White, from Kentucky, this past summer. Mallory used a 
conversation she and Jasper had over the summer about their backgrounds in pro-
duction agriculture as part of her Retiring Address. Jasper was fortunate enough 
even to be featured on the big screen of the National Convention for all the mem-
bers to see. 

Area FFA Officer 
Jasper Shaw 
Attends National 
FFA Convention

 Jasper’s week concluded at the 
final session of the National FFA 
Convention & Expo, where Ryan 
Williamson of El Campo, Texas, 
was elected as a National Officer. 
Ryan is the first National Officer 
from Texas since 2016, and the 
Texas FFA delegation was ecstatic 
upon this announcement. Jasper’s 
week in Indianapolis was a prepa-
ration for a career in agriculture as 
he plans to become an agricultural 
lawyer.
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NACOGDOCHES 
INDUSTRIAL PARK

Industrial Blvd/Frontier Drive
Contact Earl Herrera

936.569.3550

COMING SOONCOMING SOON
for Leasefor Lease

5000 Square Foot 
Office/Warehouse

1000 Square Foot Office
4000 Square Foot Warehouse Space

IMPROVING YOUR PROPERTY ONE ACRE AT A TIME

General Land Clearing & Restoration

Forestry Mulching

Fence Row Clearing

Brush Removal

Wildlife-Sensitive Clearing

BrushMulchers is a full-service clearing and mulching team 
that helps you restore and manage your property using the 
most efficient and environmentally responsible methods. 

From clearing a fence line to general tree and brush removal, 
nobody gives you more for your money than BrushMulchers. 

Call Brigham Hill Today for a Quote
936.553.2810   •    BrushMulchers.com

MECHANIC NEEDEDMECHANIC NEEDED
SERVICE MANAGER RETIRING SOON 

AFTER FORTY YEARS! 
Certified Mechanic opportunity of a    
lifetime. GM Certified mechanic a plus. 
We will invest in you!

Mike Perry Chevrolet
101 W. Main St., San Augustine, Texas 75972 

or call Danny Herman GM. 936.275.3421

Thrall’s Grocery & Deli
7144 East State Highway 21

Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936.564.2131

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
and all your old favorites.

(Burgers, Strip Baskets, Salads...and more!)

Our new 
fuel pumps now 

operating!
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 Dear Readers, as I write this col-
umn, I find it hard to believe that in a 
little over three short weeks it will be 
Christmas. I love the festivities of the 
season and I especially enjoy the tradi-
tional Christmas hymns. A song writ-
ten by David Meece, a contemporary 
Christian composer, that really means 
a lot to me is “We Are the Reason.” In 
it he penned the words: As little chil-
dren we would dream of Christmas 
morn and of all the gifts and toys we 
knew we’d find. But we never
realized a baby born one blessed night gave us the greatest gift of our lives… 
If you are not familiar with this tune, I would encourage you to view it on 
YOUTUBE.
 Every family has a story and ours is no exception. One Christmas that Mary 
Beth and I remember quite well involved my parents and an uncle coming to 
visit. They slept in our two spare bedrooms and the children slept in our small 
den on a couch which made into a bed. The den was just off the kitchen. The 
room was warmed with a space heater and was separated from the kitchen by a 
folding door. On Christmas morning, I went to the door, shook some sleigh bells 
and gave a hearty, “Ho! Ho! Ho!” Much to my surprise there was no response 
so I went through the routine a second time. Nothing! Fearful that perhaps the 
fire had gone out and that something was dreadfully wrong, Mary Beth went in 
to check on them and much to her relief, they were fine. They were cuddly warm 
and were sound asleep!
 As I prepared this article, our younger daughter, Wendy, reminded me of 
the time she and I stayed up to capture Santa. She went to sleep while waiting 
so I put her in her bed. The next morning our three youngsters rolled out of bed 
and ran to the living room to view their presents. The two older children had an 
ample supply of gifts but Wendy had only one small box. Thinking that was all 
she was going to get, she started to cry. Mary Beth encouraged her to open the 
box and see what was in it. When she did so, she found a note signed by Santa 
admonishing her not to try to capture him again. There was also a PS telling her 
that her presents were in the hall closet. All was well which ended OK!
 December is Mary Beth’s birthday month. As perhaps too typical of many 
husbands, my presents to her usually have been potted plants or kitchen appliances 
– something practical which she could use. Last year I decided to “break the 
mold” and get her a gift that would be a bit more meaningful. After all, I figured 
that after fifty-five years of marriage, it was about time. I contacted our daughter, 
Laura, and she ordered an eight-day cuckoo clock which was made in the Black 
Forest of Germany. When the clock arrived, I presented it to her along with the 
following poem, framed and suitable for hanging.
 One line in the poem does need some explanation. When I was in graduate 
school, I came down with the flu and I felt retched! Mary Beth came over to my 
apartment to see if there was anything I wanted or if there was anything she could 
do. I told her that I would like a cup of my favorite soup, tomato soup. Well, she 
prepared some by taking a can of condensed soup, adding a can of WATER, and 
heating it up. My mother had always made tomato soup using the condensed 
blend and a can of MILK. I took one taste of the soup she had prepared and I told 
her, “This is the WORST soup I have EVER tasted!!” At that, she began to cry. 
In my moment of weakness, I tried to comfort her by saying, “You need to know 
what I like if you are going to be my wife.” She quickly picked up on what I had 
just said and incredulously responded, “BE YOUR WIFE?!” My next thoughts 
were, “WHAT have I just said?” We had been dating, but the subject of marriage 
up to that point never come up. Later when I was well, I did propose with the 
ring, etc.

The Clock on the Wall
The clock on the wall reminds us -
 That time is passing by;
Memories we each are given -
 To experience before we die.

It was many years ago that
 God richly changed my life.
He knew just what I needed –
 And He gave me a special wife.

Oh, she was somewhat feisty, as sharp as she could be –
 A right pretty little thing.
She’s been a loyal companion -
 Since the day she got her ring.

It’s Beginning to 
Look a Lot Like 
Christmas
by Jim Garrett

Jim and Mary Beth Garret

She’s doctored me and cared for me -
 And kept me in the loop;
She’s done more than that –
 She’s learned to add a can of milk to a can of tomato soup!!

Oh, the things we’ve seen and the things we’ve done –
 Would quickly fill a book.
She knows what I like to eat –
 And she certainly knows how to cook.

And now this poem closes –
 I hope that you’ve enjoyed this little rhyme.
Yes, the clock on the wall reminds us –
 That together we’ve had a blessed time!

Presented to Mary Beth in Dec. 2021
Along with a cuckoo clock from the

Black Forest of Germany

 As we close this issue, Dear Friends, and welcome the holiday season, Mary 
Beth and I wish for each of you 

 a Very Merry Christmas
 and a
 Joyous New Year!

• Home / Business Locks & 
Alarms & Cameras

• Automotive Keys / Remotes
• Fire Systems / Monitoring

24/7 Emergency 
Service Available

936-205-8049
shane@bushsecurity.com • www.bushsecurity.com

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

Jane Blount, Agent
(214) 250-4119

Austin Nelams, Agent
(936) 332-7255

Scott Foster, Broker
(936) 591-2339

Residential • Commercial • Farms • Land

Center, TexasCenter, Texas

mathewsrealty.com

 We are entering the holiday season, and we hope that everyone 
will take a moment to share hugs and joy with those around you.
 We are so grateful for our current and future clients. If you ever 
need assistance buying or selling a place in Shelby County, that is our 
specialty, and we would love to walk you through the process.
 Mathews Realty would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
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MA’S JEWELRY SALES & SERVICE
2423 North St. - Nacogdoches 

936.569.6387
Mas.jewelryshowcase.com

CASON MONK-METCALF FUNERAL DIRECTORS
5400 North Street - Nacogdoches 75965 

936.564.7333
Our family serving your family since 1893

EAST TEXAS HYDRAULICS & AUTO
Troy Reed

1725 S. University Dr. - Nacogdoches 
936.569.9632 - 936.569.2692

DECADES DOWNTOWN
412 E. Main St.
 Nacogdoches
 936.205.3121

FASTLUBE
Donald and Michelle Nichols

2013 C North St. - Nacogdoches
936.569.6911

LEHMANN EYE CENTER
5300  North Street - Nacogdoches

936.569.8278
LehmannEyeCenter.com

DERBY’S MACHINE SHOP, INC.
Mary Ann Derby - Owner

711 SE Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches 75964 
936.569.8595

DISCOUNT ROOFERS
Carl Singleton - Owner

2410 SE Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches 75961
936-554-9100

JOHNSON FURNITURE
106 E Main Street - Nacogdoches 75961

936.564.6471
shopjohnson.com

EASTEX GLASS & MIRROR
Michael Kenney - President/Manager

3102 South Street - Nacogdoches 75961
936.569.8284 • 800.657.2425

INFINITY
 Custom Upholstery

Motorhome & RV Service & Remodeling
14618 US Hwy 59 - 936.560.2188

G & G LOCK & SAFE
David & Susan Gallager

916 Park St. - Nacogdoches 
936.564.1893 - gglocksafe.com

A-1 QUALITY AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
Servicing All Makes/Models Since 1985!

6400 Franklin Dr. - Nacogdoches
Robert Martin - 936.569.1828

BOLES FEED CO., INC.
913 South St. - Nacogdoches

936.564.2671
101 Porter St. - Center - 936.598.3061

CATARACT, GLAUCOMA & RETINA
CONSULTANTS OF EAST TEXAS

3302 NE Stallings Dr.. - Nacogdoches
936.564.3600 - 877.810.3937

HERMAN POWER TIRE
Greg & Frank Power

222 South St. - Nacogdoches
936.564.8751 - hermanpowertire.com

MARTIN KENNEL
512 CR 217 - Nacogdoches

148 CR 3734 - Center
Nacogdoches 936.560.3643 - Center 936.244.1930

THE ARBOR
3002 Westward Dr. - Nacogdoches 75964

936.560.1272
www.TheArbor-al.com

CLYDE PARTIN MONUMENT CO. - CUSHING
869 Cypress Ave. - Cushing 75760

936-326-4766
www.partinmonument.com

CLYDE PARTIN MONUMENT CO. - LUFKIN
2120 N. Raguet St. - Lufkin 75904

936-225-3596
www.partinmonument.com

KYLE BRASHER INSURANCE
212 South Street - Nacogdoches

936.305.5160
kyle@kylebrasherinsurance.com

B & S GUTTER
Call Bubba Phillips

936.556.0274
“Your honest fulltime gutter company!”

COMPLETE AG SERVICES
Call Sam Sharp - 936.556.0116
or Clay Jones - 936.554.8892

For all your Ag Needs!

NIKKI EVANS-WALLACE – AGENT
State Farm Insurance

332 N. University Drive - Nacogdoches
936.560.4600 - nikkiwallace.com

RED HOUSE WINERY
108 E. Pilar St. - Nacogdoches

OLD TOWN GENERATOR SERVICES
936.615.7857 - Jacob Willoughby, Owner

MILFORD’S BARBER SHOP
“An East Texas Tradition”

110 N. Church St. - Nacogdoches
936.560.1889

PERRY PROPANE, LLC
6500 Franklin Dr. - Nacogdoches

Jacob Perry - 936.564.8448
perrypropane.com

PIKE SAW & TOOL
Billy Perry

2502 NW Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches
936.564.3579 - pikesawandtool.com

RAINBOW RESTORATION
2500 East Main St., Ste. A

Nacogdoches 936.560.3538 - Lufkin 936.634.3211
https://rainbowrestores.com/nacogdoches

STEVE AND SARAH TRAYLOR
TexasFirst Life and Health

936.556.3275
Steve@texasfirsthealth.com

DOCHES CREDIT UNION
Nacogdoches - Center - Hemphill

Toll Free: 1.800.424.2786
www.dochescu.com

OLD TOWN GENERATOR SERVICE
108 E. Hospital St. - Nacogdoches, TX

Jacob Willoughby - 936.615.7857
oldtowngeneratorservice.com

CARNEY REAL ESTATE
3001 North St. - Nacogdoches

936.569.4097
Sheila@CarneyRealEstate.com 

LAIRD FUNERAL HOME
2166 South Street - Nacogdoches, TX

936.569.1366
lairdfh.net

GARRISON FUNERAL HOME
886 U.S. Highway 59
Garrison, TX 75946

936.347.2260

DICKIE ALLEN FUNERAL HOME
989 7th St. - Cushing 75760

936-326-4531
www.allenfuneralservice.com 

From Our From Our 
Around the TownAround the Town  

Advertisers!Advertisers!
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

501 Timpson Street • Center, TX
936-598-2483

Our Services

Hollie Adams
Administrator

www.fpacp.com/
focused-care-at-center

• Compassionate Clinical Services
• Patient Centered Rehabilitation Therapy

• Skilled Nursing and Long Term Care
• Food and Nutritional Services

THRALL’S GROCERY, DELI & CAFÉ
7144 E State Hwy 21 - Nacogdoches 75961 

936.564.2131
Facebook.com/Thrall’s.cafe

SUBURBAN SELF STORAGE
9562 US 259 - Nacogdoches 

Phone 936.564.3606 • Text 936.552.1983
Tlostracco1@gmail.com

STRINGERS-LUFKIN BBQ
203 Chestnut St. - Lufkin 75901 

936.634.4744
www.lufkinbbq.com

WINDHILL APARTMENTS
1324 Pruitt Hill Drive - Nacogdoches

936.560.1771
Happy Holidays from the Windhill Staff!

WESTERN PINES RV PARK
5001 NW Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches

936.645.6352
westernpinesrvpark@yahoo.com

XTREME PAINT & GRAPHICS
7515 North Street - Nacogdoches 75965

936.560.5888
www.xtremegraphics.net

TAYLOR FUNERAL HOME
511 Ross Graves Dr. - Timpson, TX

936.254.2424
taylorfh.net

TOWN & COUNTRY REAL ESTATE
Selling Beautiful East Texas since 1966!
We want to wish you all Happy Holidays!

Give us a call for any of your Real Estate needs!

NATURALLY LEAN • TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354
936-560-9482

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

BELLE
ROOK

FARMS

No Hormones or 
Antibiotics Ever

Local Honey Available 1743 Southview Circle•Center, Texas•(Tel) 936-590-4708•(Fax) 936-590-4815

   Your Health...

IS OUR PRIORITY
• Health Care Services
• Walk-Ins Welcome
• Nursing Home Visits
• Laboratory Testing
• Physicals
• Telehealth Carriston Hendricks, FNP-C

Western Pines RV ParkWestern Pines RV Park
5001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 759645001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Next Door to DPS OfficeNext Door to DPS Office

936-645-6352936-645-6352936-645-6352936-645-6352
Email:westernpinesrvpark@yahoo.com

RV SPACES AVAILABLE / DAILY WEEKLY & MONTHLY RATES
PEACEFUL QUIET LIVING • VERY SECURE • FAMILY ORIENTED

From home to home and heart to heart, from one 
place to another. The warmth and joys of Christmas 

bring us closer to each other.
     The Managing Partners
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NAC TAX SERVICES
936-564-7521
“File from Home”

nactaxservices@gmail.com

* Call for an
appointment!

TAX PREPARATION:
 •  Individual
 •  Business

BOOKKEEPING & PAYROLL:
 •  Monthly
 •  Quarterly
 •  Annually  

Do You Need Help Filing Past Due Returns?
SMALL OFFICE • PERSONAL SERVICE

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

 Nacogdoches is known for the Nine Flags Christmas festival—a magical 
event paired up with the Lighted Christmas Parade. The festival is an ever-evolv-
ing event, and this year is no different.
 In the spirit of celebrating arts and culture, the Nacogdoches Arts Collab-
orative will be hosting a Winter Workshop and Vendor Event on the Downtown 
Square on Saturday, December 3rd before the Lighted Christmas Parade from 
2-6pm. Visit with vendors and do hand-on workshops to create your own orna-
ments and gifts with artists and craftspeople.
 The parade begins at 6:30pm. Bring the whole family to experience the best 
time of year in the Oldest Town in Texas.
 Don’t miss the Millard’s Crossing Old Fashioned Christmas happening     
December 2nd & 3rd! The two-day event has something for everyone! Attend 
Friday the 2nd for a special performance of “A Christmas Carol” by Lamp-Lite 
Theatre. Enjoy a petting zoo, Santa Claus, face painting, crafts & demos, and 
more! Come back Saturday the 3rd for a range of competitions including wassail-
making, cookie-making, and gingerbread house making! If you can’t make it that 
weekend, Millard’s Crossing is a beautiful place all month to enjoy the charm of 
the lighted and decorated Village. 
 The Christmas Tour of Homes will be Saturday, December 10th. This year 
is special because it will feature the SFA President’s Home as well as the newly 
renovated Zion Hill Baptist Church. Tickets are available at the Charles Bright 
Visitor Center for $25. 
 For more information on events, go to visitnacogdoches.org/events
 Attention organizations and business owners! Is your event or business listed 
on our website? If so, double check that the information is correct by typing it in 
the search bar at the top of the page. If your business or event is not listed on our 
website, email ashley@visitnacogdoches.org to get listed for free advertising! 
Our website reaches thousands of potential visitors each month. Help us show 
them why they should visit Nacogdoches!
 Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! See you in 2023!

Enjoy the Christmas 
Holiday’s in Nac

Ashley Morgan
CVB Creative Content Director 

Cason Monk-Metcalf Funeral Directors
Cordially invites you

We invite you to stop by the funeral home and pick 
up a complimentary ornament in honor of  those 
we have lost. Light refreshments will be available 
as well.

Tuesday, December 6, 2022
Anytime between the hours of:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Santa will be here from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. for
complimentary pictures. Children and pets 
welcomed!

5400 North Street, Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
For more information or to RSVP please call us at 
936-564-7333 or email colby.davis@dignitymemorial.com

Holiday Tree ofHoliday Tree of
RemembranceRemembrance
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Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18)

The Word 
Forsaken
 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  
(John 1:14)

 The nation of Israel failed to be God’s messengers of the good news after 
He delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and established them as a 
nation. He put them among pagan nations who seduced them into idolatry, 
compromising truth for a lie. America’s Christians are failing in our spiritual 
purpose as salt and light among a very crooked and perverse generation. Af-
ter God’s deliverance from slavery to sin, bringing us out of the kingdom of 
darkness and putting us in Christ, we too are failing to be His messengers of 
the gospel—the good news about a Savior who died and rose again from the 
dead so that all who believe in His name shall receive forgiveness of sin and 
inherit eternal life.
 The United States of America is enveloped in spiritual darkness because 
Christians have forsaken the Word. We have added to the sins and the guilt 
of this nation because we have forsaken truth for lies. The church has been a 
willing agent in the moral decline of America because of our unfaithfulness 
to the Lord and biblical truth. We read in Psalms 94:20-21, “Shall the throne 
of iniquity, which devises evil by the law, have fellowship with [God]? They 
gather together against the life of the righteous and condemn innocent blood.”  
Christians are guilty of aiding the election of governing officials who have 
instituted godless laws that promote and protect sin.  
 We are guilty of allowing and sustaining a devilish agenda in celebrating 
sexual perversion in places of worship designated as the house of the Lord.  
The Bible—the inspired, infallible, inerrant word of God, the truth that never 
changes, has been cast behind the back. It is written, “My house shall be 
called a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves” (Matt 21:13).  
Jesus said “the thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.” 
Churches locked arm in arm with Satan in unholy alliances have given him an 
open door to steal, kill and to destroy. Christ came into the world so everyone 
may have life, and that we may have it more abundantly. Where Satan instead 
of Christ is worshiped and lifted up, the people have forsaken the Word. 
 The scripture from Isaiah 7:14 had its complete fulfillment in the first 
advent of Christ. The beautiful, inspirational story of Mary’s miraculous con-
ception of the Word and His birth in Bethlehem is a magnificent and unparal-
leled display of the power of God. He who holds this kind of power will not 
be mocked.

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas
936-598-2907936-598-2907

LLet us customet us custom
match and mix qualitymatch and mix quality
Farrell-Calhoun paintFarrell-Calhoun paint

for your next homefor your next home
project!project!It’s time to winterize your home for the cold It’s time to winterize your home for the cold 

winter months. Get your supplies now!winter months. Get your supplies now!
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Nac County Exposition and 
Civic Center Calendar

Anita Scott

What’s Hot with Anita Scott
The Nacogdoches Expo is open to Arena Rider’s 7AM-4PM, M-F for just $10.00 per 
horse. Give us a call at 936-564-0849 for availability.  

UPCOMING IN DECEMBER 2022…
DECEMBER 2, 2022 – NACOGDOCHES NAACP FREEDOM FUND 
BANQUET – Theme “Created for a Purpose,” for tickets and sponsorship 
contact:naacpnacogdochestx@outlook.com, eastdistrict857@gmail.com, tickets 
are $40.00. Keynote Speaker is Rev. Steve Miller founder and CEO of USCLO. 
There will be dinner, networking, art show, entertainment, awards and door prizes.
DECEMBER 7, 2022 – GREEN HAND FFA Area 9 FFA – Garrison High 
School. This is an opportunity for Future Farmers of America members to par-
ticipate in a leadership development workshop. 
DECEMBER 14TH, 2022 - LOVE INC – Christmas Blessings – Christmas 
Blessing with be at the Nacogdoches Expo & Civic Center. 
DECEMBER 24-25, 2022 - CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY – OBSERVED 
DECEMBER 31, 2022 - NEW YEAR EVE HOLIDAY – OBSERVED
SPONSORSHIP & VENDOR BOOTH – NACOGDOCHES PRO RODEO 
& STEER SHOW – The Nacogdoches Pro Rodeo & Steer Show benefiting the 
Nacogdoches Jaycees will be here March 23-25, 2023. Sponsorships are avail-
able now. For more information, contact Anita Scott at 936-564-0849.
Calling all Rodeo Vendors – If you are interested in having a space at the 2023 
Nacogdoches Pro-Rodeo & Steer Show to show off and sell your product, please 
contact the main office at 936-564-0849.  
Space is limited so call to reserve your space. 

Do you have an upcoming event?  Check out our weekly specials!
SPECIAL WEEKDAY RENTAL RATES
We offer Special Weekday Rental Rates Monday thru Friday (excluding county 
holidays) from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Our facility offers a variety of meeting and 
conference rooms capable of accommodating large and small groups. House-
keeping during your event and clean up afterward is provided. 
Downstairs Hall - $1000.00    8:00am – 5:00pm
Includes sound, projector (laptop not included), and stage with backdrop, skirt-
ing, podium and theater style seating for up to 300. You also have access to our 
professional catering kitchen, which features two double door-warming cabinets, 
a double door cooler, and dish washer.    
Upstairs Hall - $350.00    8:00am – 5:00pm
Easily accessible by elevator this room includes tables and chairs to accommo-
date up to 50. The upstairs hall features two adjoining breakout rooms, kitchen, 
and restrooms. Sound and projector (laptop not included) are available as well. It 
is an extremely private, self-contained area. 
Large Meeting Room - $100.00
Includes tables and chairs for up to 30.  A portable projector (laptop not included) 
with screen is available. 
Small Meeting Room - $50.00
Perfect for intimate meetings, our small meeting room includes tables and chairs 
for up to 8. Portable projector (laptop not included) and screen are available.

 For more information on all of our upcoming events like and follow us on 
Facebook!

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com

512 CR 217
Nacogdoches, Texas
936-560-3643

Family Owned & Operated Since 1994
www.martinkennel.com • stay@martinkennel.com

Happy Pets for

Happy
Holidays

Dogs, Cats & Your
Other Pets!

 • Caring Staff
 • Indoor & Outdoor Runs
 • Meals & Treats
 • Canine Companionship
 • Overnight Accommodations
 • Comfy Beds

Martin Kennel &Grooming

Great Satisfaction
Guaranteed!

We Specialize in:
Dangerous Take Downs

Dead Tree Removal
Complete Clean-up

Owner: Emmanuel Jasso
Phone: (936) 225-2630

or (936) 707-9661
www.eandatreeservice.com

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com

INSURED
Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Tree RemovalTree Removal
TrimmingTrimming
Storm DamageStorm Damage
Tree ToppingTree Topping
Lot ClearingLot Clearing
Bush HoggingBush Hogging
Stump GrindingStump Grinding

E&A ProfessionalE&A Professional
Tree ServiceTree Service
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 All business owners and managers, 
whether operating a large or small busi-
ness, know how important web presence 
is for any organization. However, imple-
menting a web presence for a small busi-
ness can be challenging, as not all man-
agers and owners have the knowledge 
required to build compelling websites and 
landing pages. At your local Chamber of 
Commerce, we realize that this knowledge gap needs addressing for our mem-
bers, so we aim to support them with some blog posts outlining some basic con-
cepts. We begin by discussing the difference between landing pages and websites.
What Is a Website?
 A website is designed for exploration; when someone comes across your 
website or homepage, they may not have a specific purpose in mind. Therefore, 
the homepage will contain a little information about your company, its goals, 
and general services, with links to more detailed information, such as contact 
sections, “about” sections, and landing pages for specific purposes, as we will 
outline in the next section.
What Is a Landing Page?
 In short, a landing page is a conversion page. This is the place where you 
want your customers to come to learn about your products and services and hope-
fully make a purchase or send in an inquiry. A landing page is fantastic for de-
scribing exactly what your business is about and invites visitors to take action. 
How often it achieves this is called its conversion rate.
 However, conversions are not necessarily sales. Instead, you might use a 
landing page to test new ideas for your business. For example, you can use one to 
test out a new offering. If the offer doesn’t come across very well and you don’t 
get many conversions in the form of inquiries or requests for more information, 
you might want to tweak it and change the landing page. This relatively inexpen-
sive way to test out new offerings can provide invaluable data.
What Makes a Good Landing Page?
 A good landing page will have a familiar, simple layout that is easy for visi-
tors to follow with content writing that puts over the information they need suc-
cinctly and accurately. Most visitors to landing pages have seen many landing 
pages before and will, on some level, have an idea of what to expect and where 
the important information will be.
 A standard landing page will be constructed like this:

 • A Navigation Bar (or navbar) with links to other parts of the website at  
 the top.

 • The Hero Section. Use this section to briefly explain your offering,  
 what problem it solves, and how it does it.

 • Social Proof. In this part, your landing page needs to convince visitors  
 why they should believe in your offering, with evidence to back up 

  your assertions, such as testimonials and outside links.
 • Call to Action (CTA). This will be a compelling piece of copy inviting  

 visitors to do what you want, such as buy your product, ask for informa-
  tion or send an inquiry.
 • Features. This will include more details on your offering, usually bro- 

 ken down into small sections.
 • CTA. Repeat the Call to Action above.
 • Footer. This is where you will find various links to other parts of the  

 website.
 Keeping all the information on your landing page concise and clear is essen-
tial to achieving the conversions you are looking for. By doing this and keeping 
to the structure above, you will be able to make the most of this powerful, multi-
use business tool.

How Landing 
Pages Are Different 
Than Websites
by Amanda Powell
Director of Marketing & Communications
Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber ofr Commerce

Sam Sharp

936.305.3346
Clay Jones

HAY – AG LIME
Now offering Full Service on all Makes

of Ag Equipment 

Oral & Facial Surgery
Group of East Texas

Monday-Thursday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Friday
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

• Dental Implants-One Step Smile
• Lip Filler/Botox
• Wisdom Teeth
• Emergency Services
• Pathology

704 Largent Street • Lufkin • 936-632-4444 • eastexoralfacial.com
508 Russell Blvd • Nacogdoches • 936-569-1111

CALL
DR. GREGORY TATE

TODAY!

Get Your Home 
Holiday Ready

2500 E Main St, Ste A  •  Nacogdoches, Texas
Nacogdoches 936.560.3538  •  Lufkin 936.634.3211

website: https://rainbowrestores.com/nacogdoches

Call about our Holiday 
Carpet Cleaning Special

        Areas for $189+ 
tax3

936•635•6735
Licensed & 

Insured
Free

Estimates
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Chamber Priorities!
 A few weeks ago, the Nacogdoches County Chamber Board of Directors par-
ticipated in the annual Board Retreat. This is the opportunity we take each year to 
evaluate what we are doing to serve the businesses in Nacogdoches County.
  The 18 women and men entrusted with the responsibility to develop our pro-
gram of work take that job seriously. During the 6-hour period we had stimulat-
ing and serious debates. We discussed the future of SFA; what Nacogdoches 
County needs to be more attractive for investment; and how we should revise our 
Chamber programs to serve our membership more effectively. Topics like the 
future impact of I-69 generated lots of discussion.
  It is good news that the Board, the members, elected are well-prepared and 
willing to make recommendations and decisions that will move Nacogdoches 
County forward. That is not to say that they always agree with each other but at 
the end of the discussions and debates they are prepared to make a decision and 
move on. What impresses me the most is the passion the Chamber Board Mem-
bers have for Nacogdoches and their willingness to speak what is on their minds.
  The role of the Chamber staff is to serve as a resource for the board. We pro-
vide the data and information that helps the Board make sound decisions. After 
the decision is finalized, the staff, working with our volunteer leaders, assists in 
the implementation of the program or project.
 I suspect you have figured it out by now that the Chamber in 2023 will be dif-
ferent than the Chamber in 2022. The Board reviews each program to determine 
if it is still relevant to our members needs and if this is the most important use 
of the Chamber resources (money, volunteers and staff time). The bottom line is 
this, if the program is no longer relevant, it should be eliminated. And everything 
from the Texas Blueberry Festival to Alive After Fives are evaluated.
  Now, don’t panic…we are not about to eliminate the Texas Blueberry Festi-
val or Alive After Fives at this point. But we are evaluating these programs and 
all others to determine if they are still needed. This is how we keep the Chamber 
fresh and relevant.
  Out of over 7000 chambers in the United States, The Nacogdoches County 
Chamber, is one of only 200 Chambers that is accredited by the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. In order to accomplish accreditation, we are required to 
meet some tough benchmarks and standards. I am proud that we are among the 
top Chambers in the U.S.
  But we can always be better!

Chamber Connection
by C. Wayne Mitchell 

IOM, President & CEO,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE
Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Equal Housing Opportunities
Positively impacting

the quality of life
for all residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CLEANUP WORK
• EMERGENCY WORK • FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT & 
DANGEROUS REMOVALS

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Tracy Broadway 936.591.1939
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  don@donwelchconstruction.com

M: 936.552.9202
O: 936.553.2949

Custom Homes &
Light Commercial

Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available

Residential Sales
Commercial Service
Agricultural Installation

Jacob Willoughby

936.615.7857936.615.7857
OldTownGeneratorService.com

OldTownGeneratorService@gmail.com
Veteran Owned & Operated

Arts Center on 
the Horizon
 If you’ve seen arts activities happening around Nacogdoches in the past 3 years, 
you’ve seen Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative (NAC) at work. With the mission to 
connect the community with artistic events and activities, along with promoting local 
artists/performers, the main goal is to secure space for an arts center for Nacogdoches.
 NAC is hosting a holiday vendor fair and “winter workshop” with artsy activities 
for the family on Saturday, December 3 from 2-6pm as part of the Nine Flags Festival 
and just prior to the lighted Christmas Parade that starts at 6:30.  
 This event will kick off ticket sales for a major fundraiser and art party, “Heart 
the Arts Ball,” which will take place February 4, 2023 at Mast Hall in downtown 
Nacogdoches. The silent auction will have both online and in person components.  
NAC is actively seeking sponsorships and auction donations at this time. This event 
will also be the kick-off for a capital campaign to raise funds for a permanent local 
arts center location.
 Details for the Ball and all events can be found on the NAC website www.na-
cartscollab.com, as well as Facebook and Instagram. Vendor information for the De-
cember 3 event is on the website as well as signup for volunteer opportunities.
 Nacogdoches Arts Collaborative has been a 501c3 non-profit since 2019.

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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Ardmore Millionaires 
and the “Mexicat” 
Restaurant
by Mike Mills

Mike Mills is a 1965 graduate of Nacogdoches High School. After careers in 
airline flying and FAA management, he and wife Sandy, a retired teacher, took 
to the road in a motorhome, writing about their journeys. Their blog, “Phannie 
and Mae” has had more than a million views since its inception. 

  Growing up in Nacogdoches, I was never far from a source of fried catfish, 
either from family kitchens or catfish joints around east Texas. It is a favorite, of 
course, and a craving for this delicacy cannot be satisfied in many of the places we 
roam. It was when we were ap-
proaching Ardmore, Oklahoma, 
while traveling from Branson 
back to Texas, that a catfish crav-
ing hit me, so I asked Sandy to 
check on her phone for a catfish 
joint and, lo and behold, a highly-
rated one was listed—Catfish 
Corner. I made a quick check on 
Google Earth to see if our huge 
car-towing bus could be parked 
nearby and, once again, the gods 
were smiling; there was a vacant 
lot next door! (If you ever ac-
quire a large motorhome, this pre-visit visual check will become second nature 
to you.)
  We asked Siri for directions and maneuvered our rig to the restaurant at the 
corner of Commerce and McCullough in Ardmore.

 We couldn’t help but 
notice that beneath the 
“Catfish Corner” sign was 
another one that read “El 
Palacio of Fine Mexican 
Food.”  I figured there were 
two separate restaurants in 
the building, but no—upon 
entering, it was clear that 
it was a catfish/Mexican 
restaurant—a first in all our 
travels over seven decades 

of living.
  We were met at the door by the owner, John Burkhart, dressed in jeans and a 
green-checkered shirt, tail out, that appeared to be freshly acquired from Good-
will. He greeted us warmly, as though we were long-lost cousins. I was imme-
diately reminded of the late Sam Shepherd, who was similarly accommodating 
at his legendary restaurant that was once a Nacogdoches icon. As John showed 
us to our table, I took note of the food adorning 
the tables at the packed restaurant and, to my sur-
prise, noticed that most of the patrons were eating 
Mexican food, which was advertised underneath 
the catfish signage outside. This piqued my curios-
ity, of course, but we were all set for catfish, which 
was every bit as good as it appeared on the platter. 
  It wasn’t long until John began making his 
rounds of every table to ask the customers if ev-
erything was okay. (Again, I thought of Sam Shep-
herd.) When he stopped at our table, I had to en-
gage him about the strange two-restaurants-in-one 
concept. He said the place opened in 1967 as a 
Mexican restaurant, but he felt there was a need for a good catfish place in Ar-
dmore, so he just made it “twofer.” He said it is now one of the ten best catfish 
places in Oklahoma, and “there are a lot of ‘em.” Based on the delicious fresh 
filets we had, I’m pretty sure he was correct. 
     Then I asked about my ob-

servation that most of the diners 
appeared to be having Mexi-
can food. He said, “Oh, we’re 
famous for that, too, especial-
ly the chile rellenos; I think 
they’re the best anywhere.” I 
was tempted to order one for 
dessert, but there was just no 
way after gorging on the catfish.

  John and I talked again at the 

front of the restaurant when I was paying the tab. I noticed a photo of a trailer 
laden with more chile peppers than I had ever seen and asked him about it:
  “We go to Hatch, New Mexico every season and load up on these chiles for 
our rellenos,” said John. “That’s me on the left; this trailer load won’t last us a 
full year nowadays; looks like we’re going to need a bigger trailer.” 
  Suitably impressed at the enormity of the haul, I wished even more that I had 
tried one, but there was just no room. I vowed to come back, however. 
  As we were about to leave, I asked him a little about Ardmore’s history. He 
rubbed his chin for a moment and then said, “Did you know that Ardmore once 
had more millionaires per capita than anywhere else in the country?” I blinked, 
wishing to know more, but John was swept away, glad-handing another couple 
who had just walked in the door.
  I looked up John’s millionaire claim, by the way, and he was right. After a 
nearby oil discovery in 1912, a boom quickly developed and, for a while way 
back then, Ardmore indeed sported more millionaires than anywhere else.
  We never know what interesting things we will find on our journeys, but a 
“Mexicat” restaurant and an Ardmore full of millionaires are a couple of sur-
prises we never expected.

PICK UP A FREE  
COPY OF 

AROUND THE TOWN
The First of Every Month!

We will Meet or Beat any 
Competitor’s Bid!

711 East Main St. Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936-569-9800936-569-9800

Toys for Tots 
Drop Off 

location
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Bailey Bark Materials, Inc.
Family Owned & Operated • Complete Mulch Supply Company 

Mulch - $40 pickup load
Mushroom Compost

Woodchip & Playground Material
Crushed Concrete • Limestone • Asphalt

936-564-1534      3366 FM 2259 Nacogdoches
Where Money Does Grow on Trees!Where Money Does Grow on Trees!
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®
“Serving East Texas with Pride!”

RESIDENTIAL, AUTOMOTIVE 
AND COMMERCIAL 

GLASS SERVICES

714 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office 936-564-6602
Fax 936-564-6677

www.renfroglass.net
1-855-533-3500

M
ilford’sM

Barbershop

M
ilford’sM

Barbershop
Est. 1951

New Hours
Tue.-Fri. 7am - 5pm

Sat. 6am - Noon

110 N. Church St.
Nacogdoches, TX

936-560-1889

 936-326-8457 
 936-326-8547

Tues-Thurs: 11:00-8:30p • Fri & Sat: 11:00-9:30p
Open 1st Sunday of each month; Closed Mondays

Private Club - Memberships Available to 
The Back Porch Bar & Grill

Home Cooking at its BEST!
All U Can Eat Catfish Fri & Sat
754 7th Street Cushing, TX 75760
Derek & Sharese Gibson
New Owners/Managers

Naconiche
Sawmill Services

Grant Wheeler
Owner/Operator

936.645.1164
1082 County Road 1361 • Garrison, TX 75946

naconichesawmill@gmail.com
www.naconichesawmill.com

Nacogdoches to 
Become a “Pickleball
Destination”
by Robert McCandless

  One cannot ever out guess what God has planned. The pickleball phenomena 
sweeping the country and the world touched Nacogdoches a couple of years ago, 
as some folks wanting to play, met and organized “Old Town Pickleball.”
 It was a slow process at first, but as publicity grew around the country, more 
became interested in the sport and “Old Town” grew to the point of convincing 
the city to let them paint the old courts at Banita Park. Permission was granted. 
The city bought paint and supervised the renovation as players worked on hands 
and knees to yield six beautiful multi-use courts. As a multi-use facility, “Old 
Town” saw potential conflict in sharing the space as balls would interfere with 
dance groups, roller hockey and other events. In the mornings, evenings and on 
weekends, courts began filling and waiting lines to play on the temporary nets, 
provided by players, formed. Then, magically, something happened.
 Unexpectedly, an anonymous donor gave a large sum to have the old di-
lapidated Maroney tennis courts repaired and turn them into twelve beautiful, 
dedicated, pickleball courts, scheduled to be completed by late summer of 2023. 
The city accepted the donation and awarded the contract to a professional court 
resurfacing company. Joe Aguilar, one of the players instrumental in painting 
Banita keeps asking, “ Do we have to paint them?” We haven’t convinced him 
yet that we will not.
 These courts will make Nacogdoches a “Pickleball Destination.” Today’s 
travelers have the internet to search for amenities in the cities they visit, and with 
the surge of interest in pickleball, we will draw people from all over the country 
to our little town.
 The new courts will allow enough space to teach those interested in the 
game, form leagues and put on tournaments bringing needed tax revenue to our 
city. The location, across from Nacogdoches High School will be essential in 
equipping future players as pickleball makes its debut in the 2028 Olympics.
 What began a few years ago in church gyms, parking lots, abandoned tennis 
courts and cul de sacs all over the country has come of age. I can’t help but think 
God has had His hand in all of this, bringing people of all backgrounds together 
during one of our nations worst times. Locked in, shut down, masked and in fear 
during Covid, some were determined to keep their heads up and go forward. The 
current list of players in Nacogdoches has reached around 120 and the Face-
book page: NACOGDOCHES PICKLEBALL, has reached over 300 interested 
members. The numbers have been limited only by the space to play, and now the 
chains will be broken with availability of 18 new courts in our city to play on.
 Old Town Pickleball, the Chamber of Commerce and the City Parks Depart-
ment, are currently working with SFA student Joshua Vidal, of the communica-
tions department, in filming a public service video to promote pickleball in an 
effort to market Nacogdoches as a destination for outdoor activities. 
 With the new Iron Leaf Disk Golf course and other developments, we will 
achieve and even surpass this goal. Both sports entertain all levels of players 
from the novice to the professional. Professional pickleball? Professional disk 
golf? Tune in to the tournaments on sports networks or YouTube to gain a whole 
new perspective of these silly sounding sports.
 The current six courts at Banita are listed in “Places2Play,” a national regis-
try of locations to find places around the U.S. to play pickleball and when the new 
courts at Maroney are complete… “Build It and They Will Come.” 
 Be sure to follow us on Facebook: NACOGDOCHES PICKLEBALL and 
come play.
 Be sure and attend the ribbon cutting for the Banita Creek courts November 
30th at 4:30 pm and the festivities that follow including a raffle for some really 
nice pickleball equipment.

2423 North Street  •  Nacogdoches, TX •  936.569.6387

SINCE 1989
on your purchase of a 

CITIZEN Eco-Drive watch 
when you trade-in any 

previously owned watch.

Holiday Gift IdeasHoliday Gift Ideas
203 S. Chestnut • Lufkin, TX 75901 • www.lufkinbbq.com

(936) 634-4744

SSTRINGER’STRINGER’S

“A Family Tradition Since 1950”

“Life is good 
and so is 

BBQ!”
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BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061

• New Construction
• Mobile Home Repairs
• Generator Installations
• Remodels & Repairs

Call TODAY for your FREE Quote 936-875-4008
We drug-test and background check for your Peace of Mind.

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm • office@southernreliant.com

Owners: Mike & Dee Anna Rudd • TECL #21324 • Licensed/Insured

“Family-Owned since 2004”

FREE ESTIMATES
Need a Licensed Electrician?

Jennifer Simpson  
Broker

936.462.3550
mjennifersimpson@gmail.com

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226
lsrealty@swbell.net

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739
shudsonpropertysolutions@gmail.com

Ben Sullivan 
Agent

936.2342.0056
btsullivan@live.com

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962

FRESH

TAMALES!
PORK - BEEF - CHICKEN

$12 DOZEN
MYREA ROJO

936.652.4350
Timpson Area 
Chamber of Commerce
Timpson Christmas 
Parade, 12/3/2022
 The Timpson Area Chamber of Commerce invites spectators, shoppers and 
parade participants to join us Saturday morning for our annual Christmas parade 
and Christmas festivities held in Downtown Timpson. There will also be craft, 
gift, food and snack vendors on site, so come watch and enjoy!! 

Patty Miller   1330 N. University Drive
936.569.7794 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
mustardseedbibles@gmail.com www.mustardseedbibles.com
Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

BIBLES, BOOKS, INSPIRATIONAL GIFTS & MORE . . .
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Addressing the 
Elephant in the 
Room: Mental 
Health Issues in 
Teenagers
by Brandon Enos, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Cushing ISD

5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 
936.564.6889

Steak Night Thursday 

LIVE MUSIC Friday & 
Saturday Nights! 

  In the United States, talking 
about mental health issues and mental 
illness remains taboo and can often 
lead to a negative stigma for the per-
son needing help. Adolescents are 
much more prone to care what others 
think about them, which leads many 
teenagers to keep mental illness con-
cerns to themselves. The isolation 
faced during the COVID pandemic 
exacerbated the problem. According 
to a 2021 CDC study, 37% of adoles-
cents felt regular or constant anxiety 
or depression during the pandemic. 
There are common factors that nega-
tively impact a juvenile’s mental health, resources available, and signs to look for 
to help a teenager successfully navigate their mental health issues.
Factors that negatively impact a teen’s mental health
 Each person is different; however, some common trends are impacting the 
mental health of adolescents. By the time I see students in need, they are usually 
in full-blown crisis and have several of the following precipitating factors con-
tributing to their mental health crisis. A few of these factors are:

 - Low Self-Esteem - how a child views himself is one of the most com- 
 mon issues I see in schools. If unable to have a good self-image, 

  the child will usually gain their self-image from how others treat him.
 - Academic Stress - some teenagers get overwhelmed by the rigors of  

 school. Oftentimes, I hear from a child that his or her parents require  
 perfection. This is usually not true, but the adolescent feels this way  
 and internalizes the pressures of being perfect.

 - Neglect or Abuse - when a person is abused or neglected, it causes  
 longlasting mental health issues in all aspects of their life.

 - Loneliness - teenagers are naturally social and will usually choose to 
  be with others who share the same interests as them. When isolated, 
  they get lonely, and this leads to depression.
 - Physical Health Condition - some of the most severe depression I have  

 seen in adolescents came from students who had long-lasting or per- 
 manent physical health conditions. These students want to be the same  
 as their peers who can walk, run, hear, see, or participate in a myriad of  
 other activities typical of a teenager.

 - Poverty - taking on the burdens of adulthood while still a child is dif- 
 ficult. Poverty within a family can often cause a teenager to miss out  
 on activities and opportunities available to their peers from more afflu- 
 ent households.

Resources available to help a teenager with mental illness concerns
 There are several avenues of support available to an adolescent who is suf-
fering from mental illness. The list I am offering is not complete, and each parent 
should do what is best for their child. 

 - School Counselor - the local counselor is a fantastic resource and will  
 often be able to help parents determine the severity of the mental ill- 
 ness and can usually recommend treatment providers to the parent.

 - Clergy or church elder - on many occasions I have seen church leaders,  
 usually youth ministers, support a teenager through a crisis success- 
 fully. This resource is usually more beneficial if a relationship was built  
 before the mental illness is evident.

 - Psychotherapy - this is the most common treatment I see offered. Psy- 
 chotherapy can be as simple as occasional therapy or as extravagant as  
 an inpatient hospital. The level of treatment should be determined by  
 the child’s needs.

 - Peer support - we all need friends. Adolescents who are struggling  
 with mental illness can often find great relief in sharing their feelings  
 with a close friend.

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE

Signs that a teenager needs help
 Just as with factors that impact mental health and the useful resources, signs 
that a teenager is having a mental health crisis vary depending on the person. 
There are some common signs I have witnessed that may help you notice a child 
in need. Parents should remember that individually the below listed signs may 
not be alarming, but if more than one is present, it may be time to discuss mental 
health care. These are:
 - Isolation - when someone separates themselves from their friends, they  

 may be upset about how they are being treated or confused about their  
 role within the group.

 - Cutting - unfortunately, this is common. If a child wears long clothes  
 often, they may be hiding their arms, legs, or stomach area. This is  
 much more easily hidden in the winter months.

 - Drug or alcohol use - many of the students in crisis attempt to change  
 how they feel by starting to use or increasing the use of alcohol and/or  
 drugs.

 - Dropping grades - a drop in grades is regularly associated with a stu- 
 dent who is struggling with mental health issues.

 - Irritable or severe mood swings - since mood swings and irritability are  
 common in teenagers, I would add this as a sign of mental illness if  
 other signs present themselves.

 Parents should discuss mental health with their teenagers and seek help when 
needed. Parents can start a daily conversation by asking their child for one high-
light and one low point and then asking follow-up questions. If the teenager is 
unwilling to share, the parent should demonstrate by sharing the good and bad 
of his or her day. Eventually, the teen will want to participate and will talk about 
what went well and not so well in their day. 
 Since being isolated during the pandemic, there has been a significant in-
crease in anxiety and depression among adolescents. There are many contributing 
factors and various ways to treat a person in need; however, ignoring the mental 
illness, depression, or anxiety and hoping it will go away without addressing the 
elephant in the room is not a viable or responsible solution. As a society, we must 
stop the negativity and stigmatization that surrounds mental health treatment so 
that those who need help ask for it instead of hiding their problems in shame. 
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In the 
Loop. . .
Expo 
Center in 
Lufkin
with Burt Hairgrove
Executive Director, 
George H. Henderson, Jr. Expo Center
Lufkin, Texas

Greetings from the Expo!
 It’s hard to believe 2022 is almost over! I hope all of you got you diet off to a 
good start at Thanksgiving. We are looking forward to a great Christmas season. 
The calendar slows down just a bit and gives all of us out here at the Expo some 
time to take off and be with friends and family. Speaking of Christmas, one of 
the best traditions in all of East Texas happens right here at the Expo. Lufkin 
First United Methodist Church presentation of “An Evening in Old Bethlehem” 
happens on December 9-10. Bring your family and step back 2,000 years into 
the past as they recreate the old city of Bethlehem. As you stroll the streets of 
the ancient marketplace, you’ll see how the residents lived and worked. You’ll 
meet the inhabitants of the town where Jesus was born and learn about the crafts 
and skills of the time period. Your visit will become especially significant as you 
experience the joy of the Nativity. Cost is only a 50 cent donation. Make sure to 
attend!
 
 Upcoming in January:
  • January 7-8 Region V / Texas Junior High School Rodeo Association
  • January 14-15 Region V / Texas High School Rodeo Association
  • January 21-22 Pineywoods Youth Rodeo Association
  • January 27-29 Next Generation Junior Calf Roping and Barrell 
   Racing Vegas Qualifier
 
 From all of us here at 1200 Ellen Trout Drive in Lufkin, Texas…
     MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

As always,
See you at the Expo!
Burt Hairgrove, Executive Director 

Center 
Glass

• Auto
• Residential
• Commercial
• Showers
• Mirrors
• Specialty
   Glass

GENERAL MANAGER
Brian Lewis

brian@centerglasstexas.com

1414 SOUTHVIEW CIRCLE  •  CENTER, TEXAS 75935
936.598.9190  •  Fax 936.598.9195

sales@centerglasstexas.com

OFFICE MANAGER
Tiffany Jamison

tiffany@centerglasstexas.com

We are a 
Proud Member of
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ADVERTISE WITH US 
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church 
would love to have you come and worship with us. 
We are at 2271 FM 139 Joaquin,  TX or join us on 

Facebook at Fellowship MBC. In a time of uncertainty 
and unpredictability its comforting to know you can 
have rest in Jesus! (Matthew 11:28) These aren’t just 

words in a book, but a promise from the savior! 
Maybe you’re at a point where you’ve tried every-

thing else, but have you given the peace that Jesus 
offers a try? We hope and pray to see you at 

Fellowship MBC soon. For more information, please 
contact Joseph Halliday - jhalliday827@gmail.com- As life changes, 

so does your 
insurance needs

832 Hurst Street
Center, TX 75935

Phone: 936.598.3793

203 E Main Street
San Augustine, TX 75935

Phone: 936.288.0097

605 Worth Street
Hemphill, TX 75948

Phone: 409.787.4749

301 NE Stallings Drive
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Phone: 936.305.5270

• Auto • Business • Farm
• Home • Life

www.mm-ins.com
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Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown children. 
Moving back after retiring, now with five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a hobby, 
writing short stories of humorous things that he ob-
served over the years. He was an ambulance driver in 
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over 
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes sto-
ries of his forty-four years as a state certified police of-
ficer working for seven different departments. After liv-
ing in five different states, he is now retired back in San 
Augustine and has his stories printed in seven different 
newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate 
of Stephen F. Austin University, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Dea-
con in a Baptist Church and former Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as 
Choir Director at several churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in 
San Augustine and works three days a week. He was the director of the restoration og 
the old county records dating back to the 1800s. 

 Everyone has received one from a large company at one time or another. 
They are very easy to identify for they have certain characteristics regardless of 
the topic.
 I recently complained to my cable TV company because the signal was con-
stantly going out. In fact, cable service was down for three consecutive days. 
Based upon the monthly premium that I pay for this service, it should be mirror-
clear 100% of the time.
 My first step in my complaint was to call the company’s “800” number. After 
pushing several numbers on my phone dial, I ended up with a recorded message 
stating that the company already knew that there was a problem in my area. 
Therefore, I was deflected from speaking with a real person. I guess this is progress.
 Several days later, the cable went blank again, but this time was out for only 
a full day. I repeated my call to the company with the same results. Approxi-
mately a week after that, the cable went blank again, thus pushing my patience 
over the threshold. This time, I went to my computer and the internet. I found the 
TV cable’s web site, clicked on “contact us” and promptly sent them an email 
explaining my disgust that they were unable to keep my cable up and going for 
more than a few days at a time, and even then the picture was full of interference 
and “ghosts.”
 Two days later I received a reply to my email complaint from the cable com-
pany.  It was a one-page letter expressing regret about my problem, and giving 
me a litany of things to check on my television set to “assure proper reception” of 
their signal.  Nothing addressed the problem of their keeping their cable service 
up and running.  So, I had received the “bug letter” from them.
 Years ago when the railroads were the preferred means of long distance trans-
portation across our country, the Pullman car, or sleeping car, was a necessity. It 
contained a number of small cubicles with bunks and a bathroom. Not exactly 
a Holiday Inn Express, but it was a place to stretch out on a berth and get a few 
winks of sleep.  
 The story is told that the president of one of these railroad companies received 
a letter of complaint from a passenger expressing disgust that his sleeping car had 
roaches and other bugs. Several days later, this perturbed passenger received a 
very nice letter from the railroad company executive. The letter expressed sincere 
regret about the vermin and that this particular Pullman car would be pulled from 
service promptly and sprayed thoroughly to get rid of the unwanted insects. In 
other words, it would be de-bugged. The passenger was thanked profusely for his 
notification of the problem.
 After reading the letter, a small yellow piece of paper was found inside the 
envelope. The passenger read the writing on the paper which stated, “Betty, send 
this guy the bug letter.” Thus was born the expression to which I refer. We all get 
“bug letters” from companies who promise to correct problems but don’t really 
seem to plan on following through.
 The next time that you send a complaint letter, or email, and you receive an    
unsatisfactory response, just remember who told you about the “bug letter.” They 
are everywhere !

The Bug Letter
by Neal Murphy

Garrison Nursing Home
and Rehab

•  Fully Licensed and Certified Skilled 
Nursing Facility

•  We offer Short Term Rehabilitation 
and Long Term Care

•  We accept Medicare, Medicaid and Private 
Insurance Residents

333 N. FM 95  •  GARRISON, TEXAS 75946
(936) 347-2234 • www.garrisonnursinghome.com

Suburban Self Storage
9562 US Hwy 259

3 Miles North of Medical Center
Offices 

for Lease
2424 North Pecan Street
3211 Appleby Sand Road

1 or 2 Bedroom 
Duplex-

Very Nice! 
King Street - Nacogdoches

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

All Your Paint & Body NeedsAll Your Paint & Body Needs

Straightlines Body WorksStraightlines Body Works
(936) 598-7000(936) 598-7000

• Collison Repair
• Over 25 Years Experience

• We Work With All Insurance Companies
• Fast Turn Around

All Your Paint & Body NeedsAll Your Paint & Body Needs

Jamie Waller, Owner 1122 FM 2140 - Center, TX
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Coca Cola
by Mary Francis Johannessen

 “It is the real thing, the pause that refreshes, 
and good to the last drop.” Coca Cola means 
so much more to me because my father, Stan-
ley Gellatly, was employed by the company in 
San Augustine for over thirty-seven years. He 
worked as a delivery route manager in the county.        
 The main bottling plant was housed in Center and his warehouse was in 
San Augustine. He would pick up all the empties, then 24 bottles to a wood-
en case, load them on his big delivery truck and drive to Center to change 
out the empties into filled bottles to bring back to his warehouse. The newly 
filled bottles would then be delivered to the businesses around San Augustine 
County. 
 He began his career with the Coca Cola Company in his late thirties, retir-
ing in 1970. As a child I remember riding in the big delivery truck as well as 
going with him to different events where he sold Coca Cola drinks iced down 
out of a big red cooler. He had a sidekick, Leo Blake, who worked with him. 
After my dad’s retirement, John Richard McCary became the delivery driver 
until the Center bottling plant closed and the Nacogdoches bottling plant be-
gan supplying the same area.         
 The history of Coca Cola dates back to the late 1880’s when Dr. J.S. 
Pemberson in Atlanta, Georgia, a pharmacist and doctor, was using the syrup 
as a temperance drink at soda fountains. Those 9 variants of syrup were coca 
leaves and kola nuts, containing cocaine and caffeine. Soda fountains served 
this drink mixed with carbonated water. Throughout the years since 1886, the 
company has changed ownership with buyouts and transfers but still is the 
number one soda that dominates our global market today.        
 Collection of items related to the product is very popular. Advertising 
throughout the years has created hundreds of valuable collection pieces and 
can be seen in a price guide book, Petrettis Coca Cola Collectibles.         
 Coca Cola produces and sells a secret syrup concentrate recipe to the bot-
tling companies who mix the syrup with filtered water and sweeteners before 
adding it into the bottles and cans to distribute. Different size bottles and 
cans of a variety of the product are sold throughout the world. Over the years 
the green Hobbeskirt bottle had been used and was created by Root Glass 
Company in 1916. Adver-
tising focused on pictures of Santa Claus, boys fishing, and beautiful young 
ladies holding a Coca Cola bottle with slogans and  images that were shown 
on billboards, calendars, and trays, etc.   
 With this 1887 patent, the product is still as popular as ever if not more 
popular. We hear about the delicious taste but it has also been known to calm 
an upset stomach, curb a hangover headache, break up food lodged in the 
esophagus, enhance performance for more alertness, increase rehydration, 
and is used as even a meat tenderizer. If over used, it may cause obesity and 
dental cavities because of the amount of sugar.          
 If in Atlanta, Georgia, a trip into the Coca Cola Museum is a must see and 
do. The successfulness of the company is in the fact that Coca Cola does not 
sell a drink in a bottle, it sells happiness in a bottle - one hundred thirty-six 
years and continuing strong. 

Mary Frances Johannessen - graduate of San Augus-
tine High School, Angelina College Nursing School, 
Stephen F.  Austin Nursing School  -  Retired Regis-
tered Nurse with a 40 year career - Ambassador for 
San Augustine since retiring 8 years ago. Member SA 
Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce. Likes traveling 
and family time. 

Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

Providing hot water 
to Nacogdoches & 
surrounding areas 
since 1955

PLUMBING • PIPE • VALVES • FITTINGS

120 BREMOND STREET
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 75964
www.MooreNacogdoches.com
936.564.8331
484.550.7683 Fax

Narcotics
Anonymous

Alcoholics
Anonymous

Tues, Thurs 7pm
Meetings at St. John Episcopal
Church, Hwy 96 S., Center TX

Fri, Sat 6:30pm

Your 1/4 page full-color ad Your 1/4 page full-color ad 
will reachwill reach

more than 10,000 readers more than 10,000 readers 
in 4 counties each month!in 4 counties each month!
Nacogdoches - AngelinaNacogdoches - Angelina
Shelby - San AugustineShelby - San Augustine

4.9” W x 6.25” H
$195 for one month

$175 per month 
12 month contract

FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822

AROUND the TOWN
AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE!
AroundTheTown.us      936.554.5822     aroundthetown@mail.com

FREE!

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY - ANGELINA COUNTY
 SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY - SHELBY COUNTY
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com

Dehart Veterinary Services
LOW COST SPAY/NEUTER

& WELLNESS CLINIC
Locations throughout East Texas

Call or Text: (903) 590-7722 or (903) 312-6422
Email: dehartveterinaryservices@yahoo.com

www.dehartvetservices.com
Must have appt. for Spay/Neuter services.

 These side-by-side monuments are located at 2221 North Raguet St. in 
Lufkin in front of the ??????? Building. The larger marker gives a descrip-
tion of German POWs in the East Texas timber industry and the smaller 
one talks about the Civilian Conservation Corps and forestry in Texas. The 
monuments reads as follows:

MONUMENT 
CORNER

GERMAN POWs IN THE
EAST TEXAS TIMBER INDUSTRY

 THE U.S. ARMY BEGAN BUILDING POW CAMPS IN THE UNITED 
STATES IN EARLY 1942 FOR CAPTURED AXIS PRISONERS. DURING 
WORLD WAR II, THE ARMY SHIPPED ALMOST 425,000 MILITARY 
PRISONERS TO 511 CAMPS IN THE U.S. APPROXIMATELY 50,000 
OF THOSE POWS, PRIMARILY GERMANS, WERE HOUSED IN 70 
TEXAS FACILITIES RANGING FROM 9000-PRISONER BASE CAMPS 
TO SMALL BRANCH CAMPS FOR 250. THE POWS FILLED AMERI-
CAN LABOR SHORTAGES BROUGHT ON BY THE WAR’S STRAIN ON 
AVAILABLE STATESIDE MAN POWER. IN TEXAS ALMOST HALF OF 
THE CAMPS PROVIDED AGRICULTURAL WORKERS FOR RICE AND 
COTTON FIELDS. TEXAS BUSINESSMEN REQUESTED ANOTHER 
12 CAMPS FOR HELP IN THE TIMBER INDUSTRY. MOST OF THESE 
WERE SET UP TO SALVAGE LUMBER AND PULPWOOD FROM A SE-
VERE ICE STORM IN JANUARY 1944. THE HEADQUARTERS FOR 
THE SALVAGE WORK WAS LUFKIN, THE ONLY TEXAS TOWN TO 
HAVE TWO POW CAMPS DURING THE WAR.
      THE ORIGINAL POW CAMP, KNOWN AS CAMP NUMBER 1 WAS 
LOCATED JUST NORTH OF THE CITY ON U.S. HWY 69. SOUTHLAND 
PAPER MILLS, LED BY ERNEST KURTH, S.W. HENDERSON AND AR-
THUR TEMPLE, LEASED AN ABANDONED CCC CAMP FROM THE 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE. CONSTRUCTION OF THE CAMP BEGAN IN 
NOVEMBER 1943 AND IT OFFICIALLY OPENED ON FEBRUARY 15, 
1944. THE CAMP’S 300 GERMAN PRISONERS PRODUCED PULP-
WOOD UNTIL IT CLOSED IN 1946. SOUTHLAND’S SUCCESS WITH 
POW LABOR ENCOURAGED OTHER LUMBER COMPANIES TO FOL-
LOW SUIT. SOUTHLAND ESTABLISHED CAMP NUMBER 2 IN LATE 
APRIL 1944 AT THE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, ONE MILE SOUTH-
EAST OF TOWN, WHERE THE LUFKIN SCHOOL DISTRICT LATER 
ESTABLISHED SCHOOLS. IT OPERATED BRIEFLY IN 1944 TO PRO-
VIDE LABOR FOR SALVAGING ICE-DAMAGED TIMBER. THE ARMY 
HOUSED THE 500 PRISONERS AT THE CAMP IN CEMENT AND 
WOOD DORMS. CAMP NUMBER 2 CLOSED IN SEPTEMBER 1944. 

TEXAS IN WORLD WAR II -2006

THE
CIVILIAN CONSEVATION CORPS

AND FORESTRY IN TEXAS
 CONTINUING EFFORTS STARTED IN THE 1920s BY THE TEXAS 
FOREST SERVICE (TFS), THE CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS 
(CCC), ESTABLISHED THROUGH THE EMERGENCY CONSERVA-
TION WORK ACT (1933) DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION, AIDED 
IN EFFORTS TO PRESERVE TEXAS FORESTS. CCC ENROLLEES 
OFFERED FIRE PROTECTION BY STRINGING TELEPHONE LINES, 
CONSTRUCTING BRIDGES, CULVERTS, FIRE LOOKOUT TOWERS 
AND FIRE ROADS, PERFORMING TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENTS, 
AND SURVEYING AND MAPPING EAST TEXAS FORESTS. THE CCC 
ALSO CONDUCTED AN EXTENSIVE REFORESTATION CAMPAIGN. 
THE WORK DONE BY THE CCC CONTRIBUTED GREATLY TO FOR-
EST CONSERVATION IN TEXAS. THIS IS THE SITE OF THE FORMER 
CCC LUFKIN DISTRICT HEAVY EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE FACILITY.

(2008)
MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

P.O. Box 1714 • 2524 US Hwy 96N • Center, TX 75935
Phone: (877) 598-9131 • Fax: (936) 598-3433

Richard Goodwin
General Manager

www.sgoodwinroof.com
email: richard.goodwin@sgoodwinroof.com
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MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL
TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE

PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD
222 SOUTH STREET

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
PH: (936) 564-8752  FX: 564-6003

hermanpowertire.com

OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS

G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Voted Best 
Locksmith and Best 

Security Systems 
Provider

 Serving
Nacogdoches

Since 1979

• Commercial & Residential 
 Security Systems
• Commercial, Residential  
 & Auto Lock and Key  
 Services

1015 North Street • Nacogdoches
 936-564-8381 • 866-468-6301

www.goundchevy.com

Serving the East Texas area since 1952

BAILEY McLAIN
AGENT

406 E. HOSPITAL STREET • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
P.O. BOX 631781 • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75963

Bus (936) 569-6200 • Res (936) 564-9591 • Fax (936) 569-2762

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 598-3210 • Fax (936) 598-4716
548 Hwy. 7 E. • Center, Texas 75935

What to Do if Your 
Neighbor’s Pet 
Keeps Coming Onto 
Your Property
by Steven Martin, Owner of Martin Kennel

 If you live in a residential area, several of your neighbors probably have pets. 
Someone else’s cat or dog that wanders into your yard from time to time may 
not be an issue if it’s friendly, but an animal that bites or scratches your children 
or pets, or that leaves waste behind, can be a danger to your family’s health and 
safety. 

Steps You Can Take 
 If an animal can get into your yard because the 
fence is damaged, repairing it may solve the prob-
lem. You can set up security cameras to gather evi-
dence and encourage neighbors to keep their pets out 
of your yard. You can post signs stating that the prop-
erty is under surveillance and warning people to keep 
their dogs off your property. 
 If a neighbor’s animal has repeatedly entered 
your property without permission and is a nuisance, 
you may be able to resolve the matter amicably by 
having a conversation with your neighbor. He or she 
may be unaware of the issue and you may be able to 
work out a solution. 
 If you’re worried about the health and safety of your family, especially young 
children, speak to the neighbor in person as soon as possible. Explain what hap-
pened and why you are concerned. Try to avoid being angry and confrontational, 
but make it clear that the problem needs to be addressed immediately.

Consider Legal Action
 If the neighbor fails to resolve the issue, you may have to get the authorities 
involved. Most municipalities have laws related to the types of animals that resi-
dents may own and how they must be confined or restrained. You can check to 
find out if your neighbor is in violation of any ordinance. 
 The police department may not be willing to get involved unless there is 
an imminent threat to health or safety, but you can contact the Animal Control     
Department. They may investigate, issue a fine and order the neighbor to address 
the issue. 
 In some cases, you may have to get an attorney to send a letter threatening to 
take legal action if the neighbor does not resolve the matter. If you file a nuisance 
lawsuit because of a repeated problem, a judge may order the neighbor to remedy 

the situation and impose a fine. 
 Talk to other neighbors to find out if they have 
also experienced problems with the animal in ques-
tion. If so, multiple complaints may be more effec-
tive than a single complaint. 

What Not to Do
 Do not, under any circumstances, harm or 
threaten to harm the animal or your neighbor. That 
can get you in a boatload of legal trouble. Don’t 
leave the pet’s waste on your neighbor’s doorstep, 
in their mailbox or take any other spiteful action, no 
matter how frustrated and angry you are. 
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 What’s Happening 
in Shelby County!
by Deborah Chaddwick, Director

  Although this time of year seems 
to be the busiest of all, Christmas 
gives us the opportunity to pause and 
reflect on the important things around 
us. We are truly blessed to be living 
in East Texas. It is a special place.  
The people are genuine and kind and 
the beauty of the Pineywoods is spec-
tacular. Each community offers many 
things unique and special. Go and 
explore, especially this time of year.  
Our local merchants have beautiful Christmas windows and lots of great gift 
ideas inside. There are lights and Parades and Open Houses and fun! ‘Tis the 
Season to Shop Local!
  If you really want to make a difference in your community this year, Shop 
Local! Eat Local! Spend Local! You will get better service, it creates new jobs 
and supports our East Texas economy. We all have so much to offer in the way of 
unique and special.
  This Christmas season, may you and your family experience light and laugh-
ter. Wishing you nothing but the best that this season has to offer and all the best 
for 2023.

Your 1/8 page full-color ad Your 1/8 page full-color ad 
will reach more than will reach more than 

10,000 readers each month!10,000 readers each month!
4.9” W x 2.95” H

$95 for one month
$75 per month 12 month contract

FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822

VFW POST #3893

VFW DANCE
Every Saturday Night -
EXCEPT DEC 24!

7 pm - 11 pm
$10.00 Admission

Cash Bar 
Dec 31 - New Years Eve 

Dance 8 pm-midnight

2406 Hunter Rd.
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.9670

Open to the public - No membership required!

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

ANGELINA COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE ACGS 
OPPORTUNITIES! 

• *DECEMBER 12 CHRISTMAS PARTY AND 
IMPROMPTU AUCTION (FREE)

Hosted by: Angelina County Genealogical Society 
at the Chamber of Commerce, 1615 S. Chestnut, 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
*at Kurth Memorial Library Info: Betty Dufner (936) 635-3765 

bdufner@consolidated.net 
or call/text Dickie Dixon at (936) 671-1419 www.jannettalamourtcom 

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Tracy Broadway 936.591.1939

PICK UP A COPY OF 
RECIPES

when you pick up
AROUND THE TOWN 
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Crossword #1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

Across

1. Peter I, for one

5. Border plant

10. Call to a mate

14. Altar locale

15. Gibson garnish

16. Ice cream treat

17. Quarterback's option

18. Girder material

19. Comedienne 
Imogene

20. "Halt!"

21. Verse of four 
measures

23. Show fear

25. Dead letters?

26. Kind of cord

28. Chill out

33. Unrefined

34. Energize (with "up")

35. Block

36. Hourly charge

37. Stake

38. Look after

39. Chowed down

40. Neglected boy

41. Abstain

42. From the age of 
chivalry

44. Plow's trail

45. "Gosh!"

46. Heart line

47. Smelly pranks

52. Desire

55. Fashion designer 
Chanel

56. Circa

57. Showy flower

58. Unpleasant 
emanation

59. Hangman's knot

60. Air show stunt

61. Strengthen, with 
"up"

62. Dissuade

63. Kitty starter

Down

1. Last call?

2. Cross words

3. Kind of press

4. Answer

5. Inexpensive lodging

6. Script direction

7. South Beach, for one

8. Suffix with theater

9. Darkroom apparatus

10. Click the OK button

11. Knee-slapper

12. Enough, for some

13. Academic period

22. Personal air

24. Is no longer

26. "Beat it!"

27. Go on and on

28. Watch

29. Square

30. Mental lapse

31. Ballroom dance

32. Fund

34. Buddhist leader

37. Range of 
frequencies

38. Tex-Mex staple

40. Nerdy one

41. PETA peeve

43. Slight, in a way

44. Encourage

46. Bullying, e.g.

47. Kilt wearer

48. Type of list

49. Desktop feature

50. Double-reed 
instrument

51. Kind of court

53. Congeal

54. Hoopla

Free printable courtesy of PrintitFree.net

December Crossword Puzzle

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Puzzle solution found on next page.
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WINDHILL APARTMENTS
Live Life at the Top

Call us @ 936.560.1771
1324 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
www.windhillapartments.com

Drew Stallings
Agency Owner
Drew Stallings Agency
1400 W Mayfield, STE 320
Arlington, TX 76015
Office 817-468-2805
Cell 936-558-3353
Fax 817-468-3955
dstallings@farmersagent.com
TX Producer LIC 2252441

“Thank you 
David D. 
Stallings, for 
supporting 
and promot-
ing our local 
businesses. 

We love the Around the Town 
paper!” 
 Steve & Sarah Traylor - 
 Texas First Health 
 Insurance

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING

 Come Join the 
Fun This Fall at 
Millard’s Crossing
  It is here, December 2, 2022, Millard’s Crossing Old-Fashioned Christmas.
Please come and have some fun with us. On Friday 12/2/2022 5PM – 9PM: We 
have our Traditional Old-Fashioned Christmas. $10.00 per person and this will 
include: Santa, photo’s with Santa, Hot Coco Bar, Cookies, “A Christmas Carol” 
performed by Lamplite Theater, Hayrides, Bounce House, Petting Zoo, Pony 
Rides, Face Painting, Music, Live Nativity Scene, Christmas Carolers, Christmas 
Karaoke, Crafts, Demos, and a large tree to place a ribbon on, for your Christmas 
Wish/Blessing. The only things you will have to pay for will be the food and 
shopping.
  On Saturday the 3rd, 10:00AM – 3:PM:  Different kind of fun, totally differ-
ent then Friday. We will be open for people to bring their Ginger Bread houses 
and/or cookies for a small competition, $10.00 Entrance Fee for Gingerbread 
House and $5.00 Entrance Fee for Cookies; Prize will be awarded at 2PM. We 
will have things to make as well. Starting at $2.00 and up to $20.00 – Wreath, 
ornament, winter canvas painting, and so much more. Keep in mind, Saturday is 
totally different then Friday, SANTA will not be here. 
  Millard’s Crossing is a 501(C)3; we try to keep cost down for families to 
come and have a great time out here for our events. We would like to Thank our 
Sponsors:

NIBCO
Brookshires Brothers
CBTX
Loblolly Properties
Axley & Rode
Badders Law
U Bank
Med Post
Ed Pool
Austin Bank 
NJF
Eastex Realty
And anyone that has been left off the list.

  To our Volunteers that put countless hours of their time, talent, and work so 
hard on days leading up to the event, our staff, and board THANK YOU. Without 
each and everyone listed, and then some, we would not be able to offer this to our 
community.
  From our Board, Staff, and Volunteers here at Millard’s Crossing, we wish 
you and your Family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Solution for Crossword #1

Solution to puzzle from previous page.
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FREE NAC NEWS 24/7!

Don’t miss your news from Nacogdoches!
Create an easy shortcut on your

iPhone or Android mobile!

OBITUARIES
ARRESTS

PUBLIC RECORDS
FIRST RESPONDERS

NEWS
SCHOOLS
SPORTS
EVENTS

WEATHER
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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