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 It is an honor to serve the people of Cher-
okee, Nacogdoches and Rusk counties in the 
Texas Legislature. Traveling the district and 
meeting with constituents is a constant re-
minder of the fact that I serve a region of the state that cannot be matched. 
No other area rivals the history, character and potential of East Texas. 
  Nacogdoches boasts the title of being the oldest town in the state, and its 
people have branded Texas history from the beginning. The flag of the Fre-
donian Rebellion, which occurred in the late 1820s in Nacogdoches, read, 
“Independence, Liberty [and] Justice.” These three words continue to repre-
sent the convictions of the people who call Nacogdoches home today.
  Armed with a strong heritage, East Texans are focused on creating op-
portunities for coming generations. Efforts to reopen The Fredonia Hotel 
and Convention Center are evidence of the commitment to build on the past 
to promote the future. 
  Launching The Fredonia as an up-scale boutique hotel has not been an 
easy feat. Years of planning and work by the private and public sectors have 
been invested in the effort. With the passage of House Bill 1964, which pro-
vided a source of funding for the project, the 84th Texas Legislature showed 
its support for economic development in East Texas. Filing and passing HB 
1964 is one of my most meaningful legislative accomplishments because of 
the long-term and positive impact The Fredonia can have for the city and 
region.
  The Fredonia is the crown jewel of downtown and can serve as an at-
traction for business travelers and tourists to learn, explore and generate 
economic activity in the local and regional economies. For many, The Fre-
donia’s reopening may represent an ability to reflect on old memories from 
the past and a venue to celebrate milestones in the future. And, of course 
The Fredonia means new jobs, which equate to income and spending power.
  Today, we celebrate this milestone – the reopening of The Fredonia – 
with those who have worked hard to bring the project to fruition. We honor 
past memories and the history The Fredonia carries. Most importantly, we 
look forward to a future of “Independence, Liberty, [and] Justice” for cur-
rent and future generations.

A Letter From 
Our State 
Representative

 Success in business 
and in life has been the 
trademark of Barbara and 
Richard DeWitt, owners of 
the Fredonia Hotel.  The in-
credible contributions that 
they have made to Nacog-
doches County have earned 
them the 2017 Citizens of 
the Year Award.
 Married for 32 years, 
Richard and Barbara ini-
tially became involved in 
the restaurant industry as 
owners of Kentucky Fried 
Chicken franchises.  After 
selling their Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurants, they created their first Clear 
Springs Restaurant in New Braunfels, Texas in 1984.  Their second Clear Springs 
restaurant location was in their hometown, Nacogdoches, Texas, followed by a 
third location in Midland, Texas and a fourth restaurant in Tyler, Texas.  Ten years 
ago they branched out with a new theme restaurant in Nacogdoches, Auntie Pasta’s.
 Richard and Barbara became interested in the Fredonia Hotel project several 
years ago.  They both shared the vision of the hotel, once again, becoming the 
center piece of the revitalized downtown Nacogdoches.  The hotel had been closed 
and was in major disrepair.  Richard and Barbara became committed to restoring 
this historic facility to a grand status.  Richard provided the construction and ar-
chitectural direction and Barbara provided the design and interior vision.  They 
took this project on understanding that the Fredonia Hotel is unique and holds a 
special place in the hearts of generations of East Texans.  When asked about the 
high expectations when this project was considered Richard responded that his 
expectations were even higher!  The Fredonia Hotel has recently been described as 
a historic boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Nacogdoches, the oldest 
town in Texas.  
 Both the DeWitts credit much of their success to their ability to work together 
and the fact that both bring very different strengths to the business.  When asked 
what his major objective was in revitalizing the Fredonia Hotel, Richard said, 
without hesitation, “to help the community.”  Barbara is committed to ensuring 
that the design is appropriate to the structure and the period of the hotel.  It is obvi-
ous to all of us that visit their facilities that they were both successful in achieving 
the objectives! “We paid great attention to the details to capture both the essence 
of our past as well as displaying the latest up-to-date modern amenities.”  Barbara 
gives major credit to Amy Still for her contributions to the interior design.  
 Richard and Barbara said that the addition of John R. McLaren, CHA, General 
Manager of the Fredonia Hotel, has been vital to the success of this development.  
“John brings essential experience in the hospitality industry that is critical to the 
hotel’s development and success,” Richard said. 
 McLaren said that he is proud to be a part of this outstanding project. “The 
DeWitts saw the need for the return of this iconic venue, and there is no others I 
know who would commit two years of their life to focus on every detail to make 
sure it was done right” McLaren said. “Very early on during our discussions about 
the Fredonia it became clear that this was not a business decision, this was a labor 
of love and about giving back to the community. During renovations, every deci-
sion was made based on what would be the best thing to do rather than the cost 
to do it.  I’ve known Barbara and Richard since before they decided to make this 
huge commitment to the community and I am proud to call them my friends and 
am honored that they have entrusted me to be caretaker of this historic beauty. 
I’m so grateful the DeWitt family has insured The Fredonia Hotel will be here for 
generations to come.”
 In addition, the architect for the hotel, Army Curtis, was successful in develop-
ing a plan that returned this historic facility to grand status while maintaining the 
classic design that makes the Fredonia Hotel unique and special.
 The hotel project was a prime example of a successful public-private partner-
ship that will result in jobs and new tax revenue for Nacogdoches County.  The 
assistance of many public officials on the local, county and state level helped move 

Fredonia Hotel Owners, 
Barbara and Richard 
DeWitt - 2017 Citizens 
of the Year
story and photo by C. Wayne Mitchell

this development forward.  The DeWitts credit the excellent work of Representa-
tive Travis Clardy and Senator Robert Nichols for their role in assisting with the 
legislative process.
 According to long-time friend Dr. Tony Thompson, “Richie and Barbara are 
the perfect people to purchase and restore the hotel.  Richie loves Nacogdoches 
and has the resources and commitment to get the job completed.  His primary ob-
jective is to do everything first rate!”  Dr. Thompson says he now refers to Richard 
DeWitt as Mr. Hotel.
 “Needless to say, this newly renovated facility would not be possible without 
the help and support of the citizens of Nacogdoches, the assistance of the City Staff 
and elected officials at all levels of government and countless others that stepped 
forward to provide us support in many forms along the way,” Richard said.
 Richard said that he and Barbara visited several restored hotel facilities in 
Texas to get a sense of what would be required to restore and renovate the Fredonia 
Hotel.  In addition, they also invested time visiting other hotel facilities to learn 
about the importance of excellent service and employee development.  The mo-
ment you enter this hotel, you are greeted by a stunning lobby; friendly staff and 
miles of smiles!
 The DeWitts are very active outside of the hospitality industry.  They are proud 
to support many groups and organizations by providing sponsorships, gift cards 
and other contributions to organizations in the Nacogdoches area.  
 “We are very proud to support the athletic programs at Stephen F. Austin State 
University.  We regularly attend the football and basketball games and root for the 
Lumberjacks!” Richard said.
 Barbara and Richard have four children, Bryce Bedford, Jessica Hannah, Tay-
lor Kuharick and Richard (Bud) DeWitt, III.
 For their continued commitment and investment in Nacogdoches County and 
for the many groups and organizations that they support, the Nacogdoches County 
Chamber of Commerce is pleased to recognize Barbara and Richard DeWitt with 
the 2017 Citizens of the Year Award sponsored by Tipton Ford Lincoln, Inc.
 The Citizens of the Year Award will be presented at the 96th Annual Meeting 
and Awards Banquet at the Fredonia Hotel and Convention Center on Tuesday, 
September 26, 2017.  For ticket information please contact the Chamber office at 
936 560-5533.
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All photos of the new Fredonia Hotel are courtesy of Simply Pictures 
Photography by Wendy Floyd - 936.615.3350.
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downtown Nacogdoches. I was greeted by a valet who offered me a glass of cool 
water. Nearby were fluffy white towels for the sudden summer thunderstorms that 
often sweep through the tall pines of East Texas in the afternoon. I knew then, that 
the Fredonia was not just a place to spend the night, but a resort, a refuge, a great 
beginning to a very special vacation...even if my intention was only for a glass of 
wine.
 To my left was a gift shop filled with local art, wooden bowls carved from the 
salvaged wood of an ancient Catawba tree that had stood in the center of the hotel 
until old age and storms took it down. In front of me, the lobby of the Fredonia was 
more art, in the style of mid-century modern, made into chairs and sofas. Modern, 
but inviting. I had only seen this kind of attention to style and detail in small bou-
tique hotels in Rome, Paris, New York, or Los Angeles.  
 As I walked through the open, art filled space toward the pool, I was greeted 
like an old friend by the staff at the front desk. I was just there to look around, but I 
wanted to stay. I felt welcome and at home here. I walked outside through gardens 
of flowers and found a white table and chairs near the pool. I had barely settled in 
my chair, when a friendly, but very professional server in crisp white shirt and black 
slacks welcomed me again to the hotel and gave me a glass of icy water and a menu 
for drinks and food. While I looked at both menus from the Nine Flags Bar and the 
First City Café, I also took a closer look at the hotel.
  Everything was so fresh and clean and beautiful. The glass walled tower of the 
hotel turned golden as the sun set. The pool, always blue, now appeared to glow 
with an even richer, darker almost cobalt color. At the shallow end of the water, two 
curved modern lounges with a stark white umbrella between them waited for lazy 
swimmers who only wanted to sit in the water and perhaps share an exotic tropical 
drink.
 I had only come for a drink, but after seeing both menus, now I wanted the food. 
I ordered a dish called the “Trifecta.” It had three square bowls on a long rectangular 
plate filled with a fresh salsa, chunks of avocado stirred with onions, tomatoes, and 
cilantro, and a creamy Mexican pepper queso. Next to the plate was a galvanized 
metal bucket filled with crisp, warm tortilla chips. I quickly forgot about that quick 
glass of wine. I ordered a Mexican Martini made with Patron, fresh lime, and Grand 
Marnier.
 Everything came quickly, and as I settled in to eat and drink, I began to look 
deeper at all the beauty that surrounded me. Glass walls and flowering plants filled 
the shady patio. Cabana rooms curved around the pool. This was a place open to all, 
but secluded from the hot East Texas sun. To the right of my table, the Nine Flags 
Bar gave off a golden, orange light that came from ropes of antique incandescent 
light bulbs, and reflections from walls lined with bottles of liquor and fine wines 
from both Texas and the world. The tables inside, made of golden yellow wood 
slabs, were polished to a high shine.
 As the night fell, the Fredonia Hotel filled with soft light and the sound of peo-
ple talking and laughing. I looked up and the glass walled stairway of the tower was 
bathed in green light. Above me starlight filled the sky. The pool took on the look 

The New Fredonia 
Hotel                        
by Brad Maule

 The Fredonia Hotel is back, and I am so glad. 
Much has been spoken and written about the his-
tory of this wonderful hotel since it opened in 
1955. I am not a historian. I’m more of a “person-
alist.” I prefer to give you my feelings and obser-
vations about the place.
 I stepped onto the brick streets of Nacogdo-
ches twelve years ago. It was April, warm, and 
I remember, very bright outside. I had travelled 
thirteen hundred miles from Los Angeles, a city 
of some four million people, to land in Nacogdoches, a town of almost thirty-nine 
thousand.  
 My first steps that day on the red, uneven bricks of downtown, were unsteady to 
say the least. I had lived for thirty years in a city where they made movies, a place 
where you could look behind the façade of an old western town and there would just 
be a few boards holding the fake walls in place.  
 These bricks, these streets in Nacogdoches were real. That was more than I could 
say for myself. I had lived too long in an unreal world. I looked around for something 
to hold on to, something to bridge the gap of my understanding, between millions to 
thousands, big city California to small town East Texas. There in the bright sunlight, 
rising above Church Street a block away, stood my bridge, The Fredonia Hotel.
 That evening, as the sun was going down, I went to the hotel. I found a spot out-
side by the pool, and lifted a glass to the beginning of a new life. There in that Spring 
night, lit only by candles, a few Tiki torches, and the blue glow of the swimming 
pool, I felt good again. The burden of the many miles I had travelled began to lift.   
 The Fredonia Hotel twelve years ago was quiet, grand, and slightly faded, but 
still, there was a spirit about the place that moved me, that welcomed me. For the 
next several years I called it my “backyard.” I lived downtown, so I would go there 
at the end of the day to watch the sun go down, to escape the summer heat, and to 
make friends. 
 Well, all of that is back in the new Fredonia Hotel…and more. This summer the 
hotel opened its doors once again and I went to see my old “backyard.” The entrance 
to the Fredonia is a tall angled wall of red brick, a stark white stone porte-cochere, 
and, six stories of glass and wrought iron reflecting the many historic buildings of 

FREDONIA HOTEL - Page 5
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Welcome back 
Fredonia!

Wade Williams (L) and Adan Mandujano (Owner)

4515 North Street, Ste. 1
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965

936-205-5910

of a watery lagoon as the shadows from torches flickered back and forth in the quiet 
breeze. I felt like I was in a tropical oasis in the 1950’s or early 60’s. 
 Behind me, the New City Café sparkled through the walls of glass with its clean, 
white tables and chairs. One wall was filled with a multicolored piece of art that hung 
above a long turquoise banquette. The room was bright, busy, and fun, the essence of 
the mid-modern theme that runs throughout the hotel.
 I asked my server about a heavy iron sign that was next to the New City Café.  
He said, “Oh, that’s the Republic Steak House.” “Of course I thought! A great hotel 
in Texas needs a fine steak house to complete the stay.”
 The Republic Steak House gives balance to the light-hearted feel of this wonder-
ful resort. A dark, rich, burnished wood room that brings back memories of historic 
Nacogdoches. 
 I began to think about this town. Why Nacogdoches? How in the world can a 
small place like this have a world class hotel filled and humming with energy and 
people? There’s not even a freeway nearby to make it easy for the urban centers of 
Houston, Dallas, Austin, or San Antonio to get here, yet they come for weekends, for 
holidays, for history. You have to want to go to Nacogdoches to get to Nacogdoches.
 Well, it’s only opinion on my part, but there are deeper reasons that people travel 
five hours or more just to be here. Nacogdoches, as a village turned to town, is three 
hundred years old, and that’s just the recorded history. For 10,000 years before that, 
the earliest people on the continent lived and thrived on this land.  Mound Street, a 
block East from the Fredonia, was the ceremonial center of the Caddo people long 
before Texas or Nacogdoches existed.    
 The roots of the nation of Texas, then the state of Texas, began here. The Oak 
Grove Cemetery two blocks East of the hotel holds the graves of many of those fa-
mous early settlers, as well as four signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence. 
History quietly fills the streets of downtown Nacogdoches, and the current residents 
try to honor and preserve that legacy.      
 It was time for me to go home, but on a whim, I thought, “Why not stay here to-
night? It’s summer time, I don’t have to work tomorrow. Why not?” I went up to the 
front desk and they made my spur of the moment decision so easy. Within a couple 
of minutes, I was headed to my surprisingly affordable room on the fifth floor. The 
staff offered to help me, but I had no luggage, remember? I went to the elevator and 
zoomed up.
 The hallway of my floor was in the same mid-century style, but was infused with 
a calmer, more refined look to it. As I walked toward my room, I felt pampered and 
peaceful in the cool light green patterns that swirled through the deep carpet.
 My room opened with just a touch from my magnetic key card, no sliding in and 
out hoping the electronic key works like in most hotels…just a simple brush against 
the lock and the door opened. Inside I stepped onto the thickest, most beautiful plush 
carpet of muted brown and taupe. The room had been planned down to the smallest 
detail, a beautiful bed with the finest mattress, sheets, pillows, and comforter. The 
walls seemed to be designed to give a sense of peace and comfort with warm, simple 
earth tones. The walls of the bathroom were made entirely of white marble with light 
grey streaks. Dark wood cabinets held the big white towels for the elegant glass and 
marble shower. Because of my whim, I had no toothbrush, but a call to the front desk 
made quick and complimentary work of that.
 I looked out the windows of my room and saw downtown Nacogdoches. There 
were tall steeples of nearby churches reaching up toward the sky. I thought, “This is 
truly a quintessential small town in East Texas, but from up here, in the sleek comfort 
of my room I could be anywhere in the world tonight.” 
 I slept great. The next morning, I went downstairs, had a big, wonderful break-
fast in the New City Café. Before I checked out, I took a walk around the Fredonia 
property to see the meeting rooms and the new “family friendly” guest rooms called 
“The Terrace.”
 The Terrace is a separate two story building that has balconies off each room 
overlooking the Fredonia’s second swimming pool. This is a place designed for 
groups or families that want to stay together and play together. Down by the pool are 
fire pits circled by comfortable chairs. A quiet place to gather at night to tell stories 
or reconnect with friends or family. Opposite the rooms on the other side of the pool, 
a giant outdoor television screen waits to show films or even play video games.
 The West side of the Fredonia Hotel gradually opens, starting with the intimate 
(400 square foot) Raguet Ballroom. Next down the wide sweeping hallway is the 
Rusk Ballroom (670 square feet), then the Banita Ballroom (2,500 square feet), and 
finally the Convention Center (10,000 square feet) complete with a full stage.  From 
family reunions, to weddings, to business meetings, to huge conventions, with each 
room uniquely designed to be beautiful, but also filled with state of the art electronics 
for media presentation, and ready to serve any culinary need from light snacks to full 
course meals for a thousand. 
 Now, it was really time for me to go home. As I walked the two blocks to Main 
Street, I stopped to look back at the new Fredonia Hotel. I thought about all those 
years ago when I arrived in Nacogdoches and stood on the brick streets unsteady and 
uncertain about where I was going in my own new life, and then, just like before, 
there was the Fredonia, my bridge between old and new, hope and redemption.  
 I know this all sounds like a love letter to a hotel and a town, but then it is. Imag-
ine the love, vision, and hard work it took to build this majestic hotel more than sixty 
years ago, and then the faith to make it shine even more brightly now. It is not just 
me that loves this town and this hotel. I hope all of you will take the time to go on a 
sweet vacation right here at the Fredonia Hotel.

FREDONIA HOTEL

Congratulations  Fredonia Hotel!Congratulations  Fredonia Hotel!
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 One of my greatest memories would be when I was 13. My mom worked at the Fredonia 
hotel as a waitress and they all decided that they wanted to get in the Guiness Book of World 
Records. So someone decided that we would attempt to make the longest blueberry strudel. 
So on May 22, 1992 Fredonia Hotel employees and their families, with countless number 
of volunteers from the community, set out to break the previous record, not knowing how 
hard it was to finish. The Fredonia Hotel employees started working on it Thursday night, 
some employees worked all night. By Friday afternoon there was countless number of vol-
unteers who had come to help get it done before the Blueberry Festival on Saturday. By late 
Friday around 10:30 at night it was finally done; it stretched from the hotel, went down to 
Mound St., came back up Hughes St., back down Fredonia St. right in front of TJR Middle 
School. That is where it was finally finished and someone from Guiness Book of World Re-
cords came out and verified it before we finished. I never knew that all these years later a 
festival would still be going today over something we did all those many years ago. Thanks 
to the Fredonia Hotel employees for helping create part of history for Nacogdoches and 
making the Blueberry Festival even better.                                           

Michael Crippen                    

 We all remember our very first job. Well, I 
am no different and can fondly recall my days 
at The Fredonia Hotel. Jim Boles was kind 
enough to employee me during the summer of 
1991. I was headed off to Texas A&M, but not 
until I spent three months working at the hotel. 
My assignment was host, waiter and bartender 
for the Nacogdoches Club. Serving the “Com-
mittee” during the 4 pm cocktail hour is by far 
my most memorable moment. A.L. Mangham, 
A.T. Mast, Kelso Woodward, Moss Adams, and 
Joe Wright were a few of the men I had the 
pleasure of getting to know. They would come 
in and solve the world’s problems and share 
stories as I hid out in the bar to listen.
 Another unforgettable day was when Helen 
Mast got her arm stuck in the pool drain. We 
located a blow up float so she could lie down 
and remain level. Uncle John was called to the 
scene as firemen tried to remove her little arm. 
After an hour or so with no luck, Frank Sharp 
Tucker walked up, flicked his cigarette and pro-
ceeded to jack hammer the concrete to expose 
the pipe. Once the pipe was cut, Helen was in 
route to the hospital to get her arm out of the 
pipe.
 There were so many wonderful employ-
ees at The Fredonia Hotel I got to meet. Ruby 
Tyre owned the gift shop, Hector Martinez was 
the executive chef and then....there was Harry. 
Harry always had a smile and greeted every-
one. During the Easter buffet, he would serve 
the tea and he told you, “Happy Easter Egg, 
Happy Easter Egg.” I was helping Harry set up 
for a wedding reception when the bride-to-be 
walked up and asked him if the parquet dance 
floor was portable. Harry smiles and said, “No 
maam, but we can sho put it wherever you want 
it.”
  From bussing tables and carrying luggage 
for guests to serving meals and really getting to 
know people, my days spent at The Fredonia 
Hotel will live in my mind forever as my best 
summer job. I am so happy to see the wonderful 
property being restored. It will again be able to 
offer the first summer job to someone else.

George Barham IV

Memories of the 
Fredonia Hotel

Nacogdoches Welcomes 
Back the Fredonia Hotel!

 Nacogdoches celebrates the Grand Opening of the new Fredonia Hotel. We recognize the tremendous 
sacrifices and efforts of a great many people to make the reopening of the hotel a reality.  A huge ‘Thank 
you’ goes out to owner Richard DeWitt and his family for all they have done to return the hotel to its place 
of prominence in Downtown Nacogdoches. 
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I was in third grade at Fredonia Elementary School when the Fredonia Hotel opened in 1955. I thought that it was the most beautiful and biggest building 
I’d ever seen. The hotel has been a part of my life over the years beginning with junior high and high school dances and banquets, then Pi Kappa Alpha 
fraternity dances when I was a student at SFA in the 60s. When I married Jean, our wedding rehearsal dinner was held there. So many memories…So 
happy that the Dewitts have restored this wonderful Nacogdoches landmark and I look forward to many more good times at The Fredonia!

David Stallings - Publisher - Around the Town
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Welcome back Fredonia Hotel!
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So Glad to Have 
You Back in Town, 

Fredonia!
STRIPLING & CO., LP
Craig Stripling, General Partner

P

Bonnie Barham Hawk
Owner / Stylist

401 East Hospital • Nacogdoches, Texas
936-564-7724

WELCOME BACK!

Children’s Boutique

116 N Church St
936-560-4815

Tues-Fri: 10:00-5:00
Sat: 10:00-3:00

314 East Main St.
Nacogdoches, TX 75961
traditions314@att.net

(936) 564-4101 Prom season is here and we have 
all your formalwear needs.

Prom season is here and we have 
all your formalwear needs.

 We’re looking forward, as everyone else in the Nacog-
doches community, to the re-opening of the Fredonia Hotel. 
It has special memories for our family as we think about 
the time when we took on the daunting task of rescuing it 
from certain destruction. When my husband made the deci-
sion to buy the hotel in 1986 - when no one else would touch 
it - I wondered what we were in for. It had been closed up 
for years and was falling into disrepair. But Byron had high 
hopes and dreamed of it returning to the “jewel” that it was 
in the beginning. Those were exciting times! I’ll never forget 
helping clean out over four feet of frog and snake infested 
waters in the lower floors of the main building. The swim-
ming pool was a disaster! We had a huge city-wide “Garage 
Sale” of all the furnishings, and we asked for help from the 
entire community for ideas and recommendations for recon-
struction. During that time we also planned to add the Con-
vention Center and make the entire project bigger and better than ever before. We wish only 
the best to the new owners and look forward to enjoying many happy times there in the future.

Sincerely,
Kathy McGough

Kathy and Byron McGough with 
children Lori and Adam. April 1986

1/4 Mile IHRA Sanctioned Drag Strip

Classes include: Box, No-Box, Jr Dragsters, Street, 
Motorcycles and Test & Tune

General Admission: $10.....Kids 12 & under are FREE
Location:
3427 FM 2497
Lufkin, TX 75904
936-699-3227

Check out our website for    
upcoming events.

www.pinevalleyracing.com
Follow us on Facebook.

Bailey Bark Materials, Inc.Bailey Bark Materials, Inc.
Family Owned & Operated • Complete Mulch Supply Company 

Mulch - $40 pickup load
Mushroom Compost

Woodchip & Playground Material
Crushed Concrete • Limestone • Asphalt

936-564-1534      3366 FM 2259 Nacogdoches
Where Money Does Grow on Trees!Where Money Does Grow on Trees!
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Est. 1951

Hours
Tue. - Fri. 6:30 - 5

Sat. 6:30 - 12

110 N. Church St.
Nacogdoches, TX

936-560-1889

 As a teenager, having an opportunity to visit the Fredonia Hotel was a rare and exhilarating experience. To this young country girl, it was the Taj Mahal 
of Nacogdoches. Upon entering the hotel, an air of sophistication changed my demeanor and I even walked differently. From the beautiful floral arrange-
ments to the atrium with exotic plants and wildlife, it was a magical place.  
 Of course, the only time that I went to the hotel was for either a school sponsored activity, or an occasional birthday party in one of the outside cabanas. 
I loved the ballroom on the north side of the hotel. One of my fondest memories takes me back to a school dance in the large ballroom with the beautiful, 
old parquet floors. Dancing with shoes on was good, but dancing with the shoes off was better. The dented and split parquet, however, was unforgiving to a 
pair of hose. But, that was of no consequence until the dance was over, and I entered back into reality.                 Dr. Vi Alexander

Glad to have you back 
Fredonia Hotel!

5400 North Street / Nacogdoches, TX 75965
(936) 564-7333



Page 11     September 15, 2017

Good Luck & Best Wishes
from Grace & Bobby Handler

& the Staff of 
Farmers Insurance

Grace Handler Agency

Whitney Ronzello
Owner / Cake Artist

bluehorsebakery@yahoo.com
www.bluehprsebakery.com

phone: 936-564-4100
fax: 936-564-4800
Monday: Closed

Tues-Fri: 9 am - 6 pm
Saturday: 8 am - 6 pm
Sunday: 10 am - 3 pm 

Follow us on: 
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Hunter Perry
ofc 936.275.3421 

800.874.6413
fax 936.275.2194 

buntp@sbcglobal.net

WWW. m i k e p e r r y c h e v y. c o m

San Augustine, MikePerry BC Hunt.indd   1 6/1/2011   10:58:27 AM

Laine’s Hallmark
3205 N University Drive

Nacogdoches

936.564.6724

Proudly serving Nacogdoches for 31 years!

Not paid for at taxpayer expense.

Congratulations to The Fredonia 
Hotel and all the people who have 
made this milestone possible. 
Building on a proud heritage, we 
look forward to a prosperous 
future for Nacogdoches and all of 
East Texas.

–Rep. Travis Clardy
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Is Everything In Texas
Tradition

Congratulations To The First Lady 
of East Texas Lodging!

A Tradition of Eye Care Excellence in East Texas

LehmannEyeCenter.com 936-569-8278
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ESTABLISHED IN 1963

OWNER

SAMMY CLIFTON

1115 NORTH UNIVERSITY DR.

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961

PHONE: 936.564.6742

FAX: 936.564.5108

Congratulations on your grand re-opening!
 My fondest memories of the Fredonia Hotel go back to my school days with dances and and banquets held at the hotel. In 1961, while in junior high, 
I hosted, along with seven other eighth grade friends, a dance at the hotel. What fun! In high school there were junior-senior banquets, more dances, 
football banquets and, of course, the homecoming dance. The Banita Ballroom was one of my most favorite places to go! 

James Aston - Graphic Designer - Around the Town 
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Congratulations
Earl & Deborah

HERRERA

Welcome back Fredonia Hotel

Double D Sales (936) 560-0117
4925 NW Stallings Dr

Mow with an 
ATTITUDE!

• Sales 
• Service 
• Parts
0% Financing 

Available

www.doubledsales.com

New 2017 Models
Coming Soon

www.MYDSS.PRO

•  Home/Business Security  •  Home Theater
•  Home Automation  •  Fire Systems/Monitoring

521 E Main  •  Nacogdoches  •  936-569-2900 Spring and Prince Boutique  •  Old Tobacco Warehouse
111 N. Pecan Street / Nacogdoches, TX 75961 / 936.585.0056 / springandprince@gmail.com

Tobacco Warehouse Events Venue available for wedding receptions, family reunions, birthday parties, private events and corporate events.

Nacogdoches, TX

Congratulations Fredonia Hotel!

Welcome back Fredonia Hotel!

Lighting, fans, tile, carpet, natural stone, wood, rugs, 
shutters, door and cabinet hardware

Nacogdoches Lighting & Flooring

Professional Installation Available
732 N. University Drive 936.560.5460
Nacogdoches, TX 75961 www.nacogdocheslighting.com

Welcome back Fredonia Hotel!
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Luquette Chiropractic
David Luquette, D.C.

www.GreatChiropractor.com

Voted Best in East Texas! Again!

Luquette
Chiropractic

4721 North St.
Nacogdoches, TX 75965

Tel: 936.569.0200
Fax: 936.569.0262

Shelby County
Chiropractic

232 Teneha St.
Center, TX 75935
Tel: 936.598.3200
Fax: 936.598.3270

Congratulations to the Fredonia Hotel!

Please visit our new location in Nacogdoches 
at 4721 North Street

FURNITURE I  L IGHTING I  CASEGOODS

USA  I  MEXICO  I  CHINA  I  INDIA

METAL, WOOD, AND STONE FURNISHINGS 
FOR GUESTROOMS AND PUBLIC AREAS

619.662.0560  I  www.dstyleinc.com

A wish for continued success to the
Fredonia Hotel from all of us at D’style!

Indoor Pistol Range | 8 Lanes | 25 yards
Indoor Archery Range | 3D & Standard Targets | 30 yards
Firearms and Archery Sales and Service
Walk-Ins Welcome | Memberships and Advertising Available
Future plans for 1000 yard range

936-569-9880

1090 County Road 231 • Nacogdoches, TX 75961
Come see us! 10-7 Mon-Sat and 1-5 Sun

Congratulations On 
A New Beginning!

5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 936.564.6889

Welcome back, 
Old Friend!
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Chireno Air Conditioning & Heating
P.O. Box 92
Chireno, Texas 75937
(936) 362-2310

TACLA001873

Tommy Goad

Antiques On Main
412 E. Main • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Over 25 Vendors with Dealer Spaces Available

Owner
Jerry W. Graham
jghac55@gmail.com

Buy and Sell Antiques • Estate Sale Planner

936-553-4715

“The friendliest antique mall in the Oldest Town in Texas!”
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 "I remember my Uncle Marvin, aka ‘Strip,' had a barber chair in the Fredonia Hotel when it opened in 1955. He would give me a haircut on Saturday 
afternoon and Joe would give my dad a shoeshine when we came to town.”  

Richard Stripling

Souvenirs & Gifts
110 S. PECAN ST. Mon - Sat 10-5 / Sun Noon-4 (936) 564-6178

Welcome Back Fredonia Hotel!

OF
TEXAS

OF
TEXAS

510 East Main Street
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
936-560-0800
936-560-3775 Fax
universityrental@suddenlinkmail.com

www.universityrentalnac.com

PARTIES

WEDDINGS

TENTS

TOOLS

Vickie Porter 
& Teddy Aylor
Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday 10 am-6 pm
Closed Sundays

936.205.3212
3205 University Dr. Ste. F

Nacogdoches, TX 75965
porter.vickie@att.net

Facebook@nacmemorylane
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Nacogdoches Floral Co.
“your florist since 1925”

(936) 564-7361  •  (800) 447-8937
nacogdoches, texas
www.nacogdochesfloral.com

james & karen ballow
owners

flowers for all
occasions

TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364

Business Hours
 Thursday & Sunday   11:00 am-11:00 pm
 Friday & Saturday     11:00 am-12:00 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

Thursday Special
• $1.00 Tacos
• Buy 5 Tacos - 

Get a FREE small 
Agua Fresca

Established 1996
•  Property Management
•  Real Estate Investing

•  Residential Sales
924 N. University Dr.  •  Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936-559-7304  •  www.barhamproperties.com

WANDA DRILLING AND
WATER DEVELOPMENT, INC.

Water Wells & Pumps
19566 N. U.S. Hwy. 59
Garrison, Texas 75946
Office: 936-564-6684
Cell: 936-558-8326

Email: wandadrilling@yahoo.com
Jason W. Key

License #54412AI

MORGAN OIL 
COMPANY

EST. 1935

Nacogdoches, TX  

Welcome back 
Fredonia Hotel

from your 
friends at 
Morgan Oil!
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 The Fredonia Hotel brings back a couple of great memories. 
Other than enjoying the Sunday buffet more times than I can count, 
I recall that in 1994 my husband and I went there on our first date. 
Back in the day, they had a Comedy Club show every Saturday 
night where the restaurant was located. We went to dinner and then 
on over to the Fredonia for the show that started somewhere about 
9 pm. Everyone would sit at tables and you could order drinks and 
it was a very relaxed, fun time. That particular night, we laughed 
all evening and realized that life goes on after a few bumps in the 
road for both of us. It has continued to go on now for 20 years of 
marriage. Thanks to the Fredonia and the old Comedy Club show 
for making what is usually a very nervous occasion for two near 
strangers, a great, enjoyable and very memorable evening!
 When the Shuttle fell from the skies near Nacogdoches, I was 
working as a freelance writer. After realizing what happened, as 
many East Texans did that day, we went driving around the area 
to see what we could see. It looked as if NASA and Washington had 
landed at our airports with the lines of helicopters and jets along 
the runways. The onlookers and news agencies roaming the back-
roads, private farms and the brick streets of Nacogdoches had never 
been experienced before by anyone. Of course, I was also curious. 
Our drive that Saturday afternoon took us downtown Nacogdoches 
where cameras were rolling and little bits of debris was marked and 
corded off on the brick streets. We found a parking place behind 
the Fredonia Hotel and it was there in the Nine Flags Bar, that I 
was able to strike up a conversation with the ABC cameraman and 
News Reporter Mike Von Fremd. We watched his report of the shut-
tle disaster on ABC’s World News Tonight that he had filmed only 
minutes before outside on the brick streets. The bar had televisions 
and it was amazing to be so close to everything that was happening. 
Thanks Fredonia, Nine Flags Bar and Nacogdoches for hosting an 
entire nation (and maybe the world) that evening. I won’t ever for-
get sitting there in a comfortable, secure atmosphere making new 
friends with some major media players.

Rhonda Oaks
Communications Division
Public Information Officer – Lufkin District
Texas Department of Transportation

Designing Divas
balloons • gifts • custom tshirts

jewelry • scents • vinyl
(on the Square in Garrison, TX 75946)

Angela Hughes
Owner 936-347-3624
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 I graduated from NHS in 1974. As a 
Senior, I was chosen, along with sev-
eral dear friends, Who’s Who of our 
graduating class. During the 60’s and 
70’s, those selected to Who’s Who 
were photographed for the NHS 
year book. Each of us had input as to 
where we wanted to be photographed. 
Having spent time at  Fredonia Ho-
tel for dining, learning to parallel 
park in their parking lot, social gath-
erings and quick lunch visits during 
the school day, I requested my photo-
graph be taken in the Fredonia Hotel 
lobby sitting in the most beautiful and 
unique chair that sat near the lobby 
entrance. It was a fitting farewell to 
my hometown before I left for Baylor 
University. I inquired to recent hotel 
owners if the chair was still on the ho-

tel grounds but apparently it was sold off years ago during hotel clos-
ings. Should anyone know the whereabouts of this chair, how wonderful 
it would be to have it returned to the newly restored Fredonia Hotel. A 
special town, a special hotel and a very special chair.  Love my home-
town. 

Susan Brown Douthit

Congratulations On 
The Beautiful New Facility!

1611 South First Street / Lufkin, TX 75901
936-632-8484 / www.soundtechs.com 

FREE!AROUND the TOWN
SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE! FREE!

AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

Around the Town is published and distributed on the first day of each 
month.  7,000 FREE copies are available in more than 70 locations 

in Nacogdoches County and it may be viewed online FREE at 
www.AroundTheTown.us.

Publisher - David Stallings - 936.554.5822 - Info@AroundTheTown.us 
Advertising Sales & Distribution - Jodie Stone - 936.552.9862

Advertising Sales - Lynda Willard - 936.556.4900
Graphic Design - James Aston - 936.553.1927

Around the Town is published and distributed on the first day of each 
month.  8,000 FREE copies are available in more than 120 locations in 

Nacogdoches County and it may be viewed online FREE at 
www.AroundTheTown.us.

Publisher - David Stallings - 936.554.5822 - Info@AroundTheTown.us
Advertising Sales & Distribution - Jodie Stone - 936.552.9862

Graphic Design - James Aston - 936.553.1927



CRUMP’S
Auto & Transmission Inc.
• General Auto Repair
     (Tune-ups to Engine Rebuilding)

• Automatic Transmission Rebuilding

• Standard Transmission Rebuilding

• Auto Air Conditioning 

439 CR 820 RONNIE CRUMP
Nacogdoches, Texas 75964 936-569-1568

Check our prices and our reputation 
Before you Decide.

Handmade Tables, Furniture, 
Decor, Handbags,

Antiques & Uniques
Open: Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm

(936) 205-3181
1214 North Street

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
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G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24 Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Locks Serving Nacogdoches Since 1979 Alarms

Congratulations Fredonia!

NEW & USED TIRES
Computerized Balancing • Mounting • Rotations

Tire Repairs • Road Service • Oil Changes
Tractor Tires • ATV Tires • Lawn Mower Tires • Tubes

RAWHIDE RANDALL
470 Sixth Street

Cushing, TX 75760
936-326-9254

Richard (Bud) DeWitt, III, Hotel Manager and Richard 
DeWitt, Owner.

Mention this ad for 10% off in-stock items.

936•622•3811
1414 Douglass Road 

Nacogdoches, Texas 75964
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Mike Renfroe
Day (936) 564-3408
Fax (936) 569-0139

Night (936)  569-0577

2900 E.E. Stallings Dr.
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Undercarriage Specialists
Track Press Service
New & Used Dozer Parts
Dozer Sales & Rental Service
etwplcr@suddenlinkmail.com

EAST TEXAS WELDING AND PRESS

 Hotel Fredonia, an “oasis of hospitality”; 
there my son George III, and I met our match with 
a steak we’ll never forget. Can’t wait to revisit!
George Foreman

Former Heavyweight Champion of the World, George     
Forman, with Around the Town Publisher, David Stallings.

The Fredonia Hotel . . . Home Away From Home
Nacogdoches . . . Home Sweet Home

Stephanie Simmons
REALTOR®

936-554-8322

Kristi Barnes
REALTOR®

936-554-1113

Lesa Rickenbacker
REALTOR®

936-462-3825

Tommy Dees
REALTOR®

936-615-1107

Keith Hawkins
REALTOR®

936-645-9063

Renee Hebert
REALTOR®

936-615-0151

Mechele Dietert
BROKER /OWNER

936-554-0317

Pam Johnson
REALTOR®

936-572-7524

Wendy Watson
REALTOR®

936-645-0473

Kim Borders
REALTOR®

936-554-5325

936-564-3800
www.nacogdochesrealty.com

Terea Covington / Diane Stanley
Chris Knight

517 East Main Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

@tereacovington
fb.me/ThePinupParlourNac

936.553.3100
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Amy Still

Still Interiors
2705 Chaparral Drive

Nacogdoches, TX 75965

http://stillinteriors.tumblr.com
amystill@stillinteriors.com

(214) 274-5o48

Welcome Back!
Thank you for the opportunity to design the interior of the Fredonia Hotel!

222 SOUTH STREET
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961

PH: (936) 564-8751  FX: 564-6003
hermanpowertire.com

Troy A. Reed
Owner/Operator

1725 S. University Dr.
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

Phone: (936) 569-2692
Phone: (936) 569-9632

Places In The Heart - 
The Fredonia Returns

 There’s one place in my hometown of Nacogdo-
ches, Texas that symbolizes everything I love about 
the community where I grew up.
 For a five year old boy in east Texas, the Fredonia 
Hotel was my first true skyscraper. When my dad and I 
pulled up to the hotel, it towered above the local land-
scape of our town just like the red and white beauty it 
was, its exterior shining against the brick streets sur-
rounding it. Entering the lobby, my dad would leave 
his shoes at a shoeshine shop, where a fellow just in-
side polished them for locals. I remember following 

him in one day to drop off his “church shoes,”  those he saved for special occa-
sions, maintained for any event requiring he get dressed up. Though my dad was a 
manual laborer most of his life, he kept a high shine on his one good pair, ready to 
stand as a pallbearer, a best man or to give one of his daughters away in marriage.
 The Fredonia was the heartbeat of my hometown in the early sixties, and the 
main attraction for local business meetings, civic organizations, weddings, wakes 
and everything in between. It also held a beautifully pristine restaurant, with crisp 
white tablecloths perfectly laid with the finest place settings around. I recall peek-
ing inside the dining room’s entrance once while waiting on dad, and the bustle 
and energy inside took my breath away. The hotel and its interior always seemed to 
beckon me as a boy, and after I’d caught a glimpse of the chef, complete with his 
chef’s hat, I knew my love for the Fredonia would be a long term affair. The hotel 
and everything about it represented the greater world beyond the one I already 
knew, one of being poor, living as we did in a small frame house far out in the 
county and a lifetime away from such ornate interiors. The hotel’s staff were al-
ways friendly to us and I recall once when a doorman opened the entry doors wide 
for Dad and I as we approached, and for an instant, I felt like someone special. 
 The hotel also served as a backdrop for many of my family’s personal expe-
riences. My sister had her first date with the boy of her dreams at the Fredonia 
Hotel’s restaurant. It was the early seventies, and Janice was thrilled after being 
asked out by a good looking young man she adored. He also drove quite an expen-
sive sports car, which my brothers and I coveted from the moment it came up the 
road. My sister was a beautiful young woman, but with our limited resources, she 
and mom made a special trip into town to buy a new dress for the first date with 
her new crush. Living up to her expectations, my sister’s new boyfriend took her 
to the Fredonia’s restaurant. Everything was fine until dessert, when the waiter ap-

proached their table with a flambé, or a “plate set on fire” as my sister would later 
describe it. 
 “I nearly broke and ran from the table, because I had my hair jacked up with 
enough Aqua Net it could stop a bird mid-flight, and I could just see my hairdo 
catching fire! Besides, I’d never seen anything served at the table that required a 
match!” she said, recounting the evening. 
 Unfazed after driving her home, complete with a goodnight kiss, her date told 
her she looked beautiful, and asked “Is that a new dress?”
 “Oh no, I’ve had this a while.” she demurred. It wasn’t until she reached for 
the door handle to get out that she felt the price tag of her new dress dangling from 
her sleeve. Unfazed, she tucked it back in and kept walking, but each subsequent 
recounting of her date night would always leave us in tears of laughter.
 My oldest brother Joe attended a school banquet at the Fredonia Hotel, and 
the very next morning asked, “Hey Mama, what’s a garnish?” Mom replied it was 
something you put on a plate “to make food more appealing.”
 “Well, I didn’t know what it was until our coach told me to stop eating it, but 
it was already in my mouth and halfway chewed, so I swallowed it!” Mom smiled 
and kept ironing, amused at every recounting of a world beyond her own.
 My family’s stories of the Fredonia Hotel became a part of our history, our 
storytelling, of places where we each grew up and encountered new things, had 
unique experiences, many within the comfort of our hometown. The hotel offered 
us an early education in the finer graces, and despite any familial mishaps, each 
time I drove by I recalled the importance of all those generations past it had served 
so well. 
 This summer, I spent a few days at The Fredonia and took along a pair of my 
grandmother’s wine glasses to toast the newly remodeled gem it has become today. 
As I looked out from my room high above town, now a much older man with my 
own share of bittersweet memories, I had a chance to truly reflect on my life. In 
the distance, I could see the factory where I worked my first job as a teenager. My 
career eventually took me far beyond my small hometown, but returning allowed 
me to savor those early years even more. Though my dad, sister and brother are 
no longer in this world, I remain grateful for a place that evokes some of the best 
recollections of my childhood.
 On my first evening back, I raised a glass to those now gone who gave me so 
many cherished times in such a magical place. And I quietly thanked everyone 
who had brought the old hotel back to life. The Fredonia today is a jewel restored, 
shining with a new energy that reminds me to be grateful for all our shared stories 
and the joys it offered us over time. And I smile knowing that one day soon, anoth-
er little boy will walk through its doors and begin a similar journey to my own. 
 May The Fredonia shine on in all its glory for many years to come. It is a 
beautiful reminder of all that once was and all that is yet to be. Welcome back, my 
friend.

Jerry Permenter ~ Summer 2017
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EASTEX
GLASS & MIRROR

Eastex Glass & Mirror has been serving East 
Texas since 1972.

Eastex Glass started business locally in Nacog-
doches as a full service residential and commer-
cial glazing contractor. Since then Eastex Glass 
has expanded business to commercial projects 
while maintaining a local presence with residen-
tial shower doors, mirrors, glass replacement, 
and local service work. Our commercial glass 
construction capabilities include fabrication and 
installation of aluminum entrances, curtain walls, 
storefronts, automatic entrances, windows, 
glazing, hurricane impact and blast rated systems, 
and translucent panels. Eastex Glass has com-
pleted many commercial projects throughout 
Nacogdoches and East Texas, as well as in 
Houston, College Station, Texarkana, and West-
ern Louisiana. We now have two locations in 
Nacogdoches and Tyler with over 45 employees.

1704 South Fredonia • Nacogdoches, Texas 75963
936-569-8284 • Fax 936-569-8391

www.eastexglass.com

Welcome Back Fredonia Hotel!


