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New Books by Two Local Authors
An Honorable Place 
by Taylor Millard

Dr. Allen Reed, 
Inspiring All with 
Reed More About It!
by Terri Lacher
talacher@sbcglobal.net

 As children we are taught to look for the silver lining in all things and this 
is certainly true for a Nacogdoches man, because he wrote a novel during the 
Covid lockdown. Henry Taylor 
Millard, known as Taylor, to almost 
everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches 
with a story telling father and a 
history reading mother. That genetic 
combination inspired his wife Sandy 
to encourage him to write the great 
American, or at least Texan, novel. 
Taylor rejected this idea of writing 
initially, but his devoted wife kept 
pushing him and gave him a book 
that said, “write the middle of your 
book first.” For some strange reason 
that clicked in Taylor’s mind and an 
idea unfolded. The themes of, just because you are poor, doesn’t mean you are 
always poor, and just because you may be wealthy, doesn’t mean you are not 
immune to the tragedies of life, are vividly portrayed in this emotional story. 
 An Honorable Place opens quickly when a black haired three-year-old girl 
is found wounded in a dumpster outside the small town of Travis City, Texas. 
The mystery of who she is and how she got there sets off a thirty-year saga of 
two diverse families. The little girl, named Lourdes, is adopted by Danny and 
Maria Sanchez, a loving poor couple, and the child flourishes, assisted by the 

 Dr. Allen Reed is a Pittsburg, Texas 
native who graduated from Pittsburg 
High School with the class of 1962. He 
was active in sports, running track as part 
of the team that went to the state meet in 
Austin in 1962, and he also played football 
making all district his senior year. He met 
his wife, Linda, while attending college 
at East Texas Baptist College, and they 
were married in 1965. They have three 
children, seven grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren.
 Dr. Reed was a junior in high school 
when he began thinking about what to 
do with his future. He was active in the 
youth group of First Baptist, Pittsburg and 
attended services on Sunday morning, evening, and on Wednesday evenings as 
well. By this time, God had begun working on his mind regarding the possibility 
of becoming a pastor.

 It’s Time to Shop East Texas!
Support our local merchants this holiday season!
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Life/Burial Plans

It’s Almost Time!
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FREE!AROUND the TOWN
SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE! FREE!

AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

Around the Town is published and distributed on the first day of each 
month.  7,000 FREE copies are available in more than 70 locations 

in Nacogdoches County and it may be viewed online FREE at 
www.AroundTheTown.us.

Publisher - David Stallings - 936.554.5822 - Info@AroundTheTown.us 
Advertising Sales & Distribution - Jodie Stone - 936.552.9862

Advertising Sales - Lynda Willard - 936.556.4900
Graphic Design - James Aston - 936.553.1927

Around the Town is published and distributed on the first day of each 
month.  FREE copies are available in more than 200+ locations in 

Angelina, Nacogdoches, San Augustine & Shelby Counties. The paper 
may also be viewed online FREE 24/7 at www.AroundTheTown.us.

Publisher - David Stallings - 936.554.5822 - aroundthetown@mail.com
Advertising Manager - Sharon Roberts - 936.552.6758

Advertising Account Executive - Tracy Broadway - 936.591.1939
Advertising Sales - David Stallings - 936.554.5822

Graphic Design - James Aston - 936.553.1927
Features Editor - Terri Lacher - 936.488.8701

Distribution - Josh and Mandy Bradford

town patriarch William Barrett Downs the Third, and her own special talents. 
We follow Lourdes Sanchez over thirty years and feel all of her victories, along 
with her soul-searching sorrows creating an emotional roller coaster of excellent 
characters. 
 Taylor is a seventh generation Texan and lives on the same family land dating 
back to the eighteen-thirties. He and his wife attend Old North Baptist Church 
that his great-great-grandmother assisted in founding in 1838. His Texas roots 
are deep and helped create the story of what it means to be from Texas, in a time 
when many in the world wonder why this land is so special to its citizens. We live 
in a state and a time where many from across the USA and around the world are 
trying to live here. Taylor did his best to capture why people are flocking here.
 All readers will appreciate the lessons across the story and the lack of 
offensive language so common in fiction today, or even the grocery store for that 
matter. A glimpse into a small 
Texas town that includes 
adventures across Texas and 
beyond. Pack your bags and 
enjoy your trip to Travis 
City, you will not regret the 
journey. An Honorable Place 
is available wherever you buy 
books online in paperback, 
hard cover, ebook and he even 
recorded the audio himself 
to assure an authentic Texas 
voice. The audio has been 
released and will be available 
on multiple platforms. The 
Amazon reviews are all Five 
Star, to date, and indicate 
the quality of this book. One 
reviewer wrote:

 “If you read only one 
book this year, read this one! 
It’s a wonderful family saga 
from a terrific new author, and 
I was on the edge of my seat 
with anticipation for each new development. I can usually guess plot “twists,” but 
was taken completely off-guard by several in this book. In addition, the warmth 
and empathy conveyed by Mr. Millard’s writing made me feel like I ‘knew’ these 
people, even though I live far from Texas and live a very different life than that 
of the characters in this book. There is a universality about this story that I think 
will speak to anyone, anywhere. Highly recommended!”

 The book is also available locally at The Bosslight Bookstore in downtown 
Nacogdoches and a book signing will be held December 11, 2021 from 1-3 PM; 
come meet the author!

In celebration and remembrance this holiday season.
You and your family are invited to a special, informal holiday

gathering. Stop by anytime throughout the day to enjoy complimentary
refreshments and pick up an ornament in honor of  a loved one.

Holiday Tree of Remembrance
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021 | 10 A.M.-6 P.M.

4-6 P.M. | Pictures with Santa
CASON MONK-METCALF FUNERAL DIRECTORS

5400 North St. | Nacogdoches
For more information, contact

Colby.Davis@DignityMemorial.com or 936-564-7333

CASON MONK-METCALF
FUNERAL DIRECTORS | NACOGDOCHES

CasonMonk-Metcalf.com | 936-564-7333

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov
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DR. ALLEN REED
 “I remember praying about this decision and claimed John 15:7 as a source 
of encouragement that God would answer my prayers,” Dr. Reed shared. The 
Scripture said, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you shall ask 
what you will, and it shall be done unto you.” He went to his pastor, Ed Shirley, 
and asked him how one knew if he was being called by God to become a preacher.
 Pastor Shirley responded, “If the idea is constantly on your mind, and you 
just can’t get away from it, it is a good indication that God wants you to be a 
pastor.” It wasn’t long before Dr. Reed went forward during an altar call and told 
his pastor he was convinced that was what the Lord wanted him to do.
 Dr. Reed had an opportunity to go to East Texas Baptist College (later 
changed to East Texas Baptist University) to visit and explore the campus. 
He knew right away that was the college for him to further his studies into the 
ministry. While he was there obtaining a good education, he made “many life-
long friends” with some of his professors and fellow students. He also met his 
wife, Linda Gail Vanderburg, who was a 1966 graduate of ETBU as well. He 
received his Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1966, with a major in sociology and a 
minor in speech. He attended Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, where he received his Master of Divinity Degree in 1969 and then 
his Doctor of Ministry Degree in 1980.
 From 1964-1968, Dr. Reed pastored Midway Baptist Church in Gilmer, 
Texas. He then went to the First Baptist Church in Cumby, Texas until 1971, 
Braeburn Glen Baptist Church in Dallas until 1975, and First Baptist Church in 
Quitman until 1981. March 1, 1981, he became pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Nacogdoches and served there until his retirement on February 29, 2016. At the 
time of his retirement, he had pastored continuously for fifty-five years with 
thirty-five of those years at First Baptist, Nacogdoches. First Baptist bestowed on 
him the title of Pastor Emeritus when he retired. Since retirement, he continues 
to serve the Lord in a supply preaching ministry. He served as interim pastor 
for First Baptist Church of Mount Enterprise 2018-2019 and returned again in 
February, 2021 where he continues to serve as interim pastor.
 Besides his passion for 
preaching God’s Word, he has been 
blessed with opportunities to share 
his love for the scriptures through 
writing. He has published a 
weekly article for thirty-five years 
in The Daily Sentinel called “Reed 
All About It,” and it has also been 
featured for the past four years in 
the monthly Around the Town. He 
is also the author of four books, 
If I’d Known You Were Coming, 
I Would Have Dusted Your Pew, 
Feeding the Lord’s Flock, REED 
ALL ABOUT IT!, and his latest 
book, REED MORE ABOUT IT!.
 REED MORE ABOUT IT! is the 
sequel to REED ALL ABOUT IT!, 
a collection of daily devotionals 
filled with encouraging Scriptures 
and a personal touch of Dr. Reed’s 
humor to “tell the good news of 
Christ and how it applies to our everyday life.”
 “Does God laugh?” Dr. Reed asks. “Oh yes! We are told many times in 
scriptures that He does.” He shares the words of world-renowned preacher, 
Charles Spurgeon, when fellow clergymen of Spurgeon were incensed by his 
sense of humor.
 Spurgeon responded, “If you only knew how much I hold back, you would 
commend me. This preacher thinks it less a crime to cause a momentary laughter 
than a half-hour of profound slumber.”
Dr. Reed adds, “So laugh, my friend. It’s one of the qualities of a good, healthy 
self-image!”
 A book signing event for REED MORE ABOUT IT! is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 11, 2021, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at “The Mustard Seed” located 
at 1330 N. University Drive, Nacogdoches. Be sure to come get your signed 
copy and visit with Dr. Reed. You may also purchase books, both paperback and 
Kindle from Amazon and from reedmoreaboutit@outlook.com.

Quality

Lawncare  
you can 

stand on!
Matt Augustine
936-554-0219
COMMERCIAL and RESIDENTIAL
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EAST TEXAS SPORTSMAN’S CLUB
 The East Texas Sportsman’s Club 
(ETSC) is a responsive community of 
hunters and anglers in the East Texas  
region who work to protect fish and 
wildlife while promoting conservation 
and youth education. Our mission is “to 
conserve wildlife and wilderness lands, 
to educate youth and the general pub-

lic, and to promote and protect the rights 
and interest of hunters.” 
 Meetings are on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at different loca-
tions. For meeting locations and other 
information, please contact Marsha Find-
eisen at marsha@ntsamson.com. 

1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas
936-598-2907936-598-2907

LLet us customet us custom
match and mix qualitymatch and mix quality
Farrell-Calhoun paintFarrell-Calhoun paint

for your next homefor your next home
project!project!It’s time to winterize your home for the cold It’s time to winterize your home for the cold 

winter months. Get your supplies now!winter months. Get your supplies now!

s

We are a different kind of Wonderland
Premium Bone In 
Pork Shoulder 
Picnic Roast
$0.97 lb.

Premium Bone In 
Pork Butt Roast 
$0.97 lb.

705 Shelbyville St.
Center, Texas

Welcome

* Limits may apply while supplies on hand last.

Accepting EBTAccepting EBT
STORE HOURS

Monday through Friday
7 am - 9 pm

Saturday 7 am - 9 pm
Sunday 10 am - 9 pm

Follow us on Facebook

hscentertx
Prices good

December 1-31, 2021

(12/01/2021-12/06/2021)

(12/07/2021-12/13/2021)

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
andand

Merry Merry 
Christmas!Christmas!

Check our Facebook 
page for 

Christmas Ad 
and more savings 

#hscentertx
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    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 A day at the Nacogdoches Farmer’s Market with Terri Lacher 
reading to a group of children from one of her books.  Terri is a freelance 
author/illustrator, and speaker from Shelby County, Texas. In addition 
to writing features’ articles for Around the Town, she writes a column 
for the Light and Champion. Terri has also been published in Chicken 
Soup for the Soul books, Becoming Women of Worth books, and she 
has written both Shelby County and Pineywoods history for a local 
online magazine. Terri’s love for children and reading has prompted her 
to author and illustrate two children’s books, The Queen of Pink, and 
Snips and Snails, with her third book ready for publication in the very 
near future. You may reach Terri at talacher@sbcglobal.net

POLITICAL AD PAID FOR BY MARK HARKNESS

Re-elect

FOR

Mark

County Commissioner PCT 4

HARKNESS

Political Ad Paid for by Sandy Yates

Early Voting Feb. 14-25
Election Day March 1

VOTE for Sandy Yates
Republican Candidate

for Nacogdoches County Clerk!
Capable, Competent, Experienced

and Ready to be your next
COUNTY CLERK!

• Internal Auditor for Nacogdoches County-9 yrs
• Deputy County Clerk-2 yrs

• Title Abstractor and Researcher-2 yrs
• Business Co-Owner and Manager-15 yrs

• SFA St. Univ. Grad-BBA Degree, Accounting Major
• Professional, Detail Oriented

• Time Proven Integrity
• Conservative Republican

• Experienced Church Leader  
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Christmas Past 
(and Passed)
by Craig Stripling

 I suppose the Christmas season provides the best of times and the best of 
memories for the families and friends who celebrate such.
  Being home for the 
holidays has historically 
been the happiest time and 
occasion for visits to or 
from long-distance-away 
living kinfolks, students 
off at school, those serving 
in the military. How many 
songs about being home 
for Christmas have been 
written and sung; how 
many movies with wishes 
for and depictions of white 
blanketed fields of trees have been filmed and replayed ad infinitum on our 
TV screens each year? Certainly the absence of long lost loved ones seems to 
diminish the brightness of celebrations, except for the speedy recovery gleaned 
from realization we have the promise of revisiting with those departed by and 
through our Savior for whom the holiday is named.
  Time was that commencing about mid-December there was a huge box set 
up near the post office steps downtown on the square where special wishes letters 
and cards were placed for never-failed delivery to Santa Claus at the North Pole.  

Why, he even on occasion found 
time to ride through our town in a 
car or in the back of a truck, of all 
things, when no snow had fallen to 
allow the reindeer to pull the sleigh. 
One of his stops was at Toyland 
on the mezzanine “floor” of Cason 
Monk & Co. Hardware Store in the 
300 block of East Main Street here 
in Nacogdoches so that he could 

be sure to personally hear what each child who visited him might be wanting 
whenever he returned Christmas Eve night.
  Then, as well as now, all the churches gathered in worship in adoration and 
appreciation and celebration of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. How many times 
has the story set forth in the second chapter of Luke been read and told-yet it never 
gets old nor fails to bring moist tears of joy to our eyes. Seemingly pretty much 
gone are the days of gathering in folks’ yards to sing Christmas carols, but the 
season still affords ample opportunity 
to “stop by” the houses of friends and 
family for cookies, gift exchanges and 
renewed acquaintances.
  Nor can we forget the burdened 
by heaping platters of foods tables-the 
pies, the cakes, the turkeys, the ham, 
the nuts, the dressing, the fruit salad, 
the green beans, the sweet potatoes-the 
Thanksgiving menu revisited, but with 
candy canes and ribbons and packages 
all around. My paternal grandparents, 
their five children, all my cousins (the grandchildren) would gather at the big 
old white frame two-story house on North Street to visit and exchange gifts in 
the little vestibule type area beneath the staircase where the huge, tall, cut-by-
hand and hauled in somebody’s old pick up truck bed cedar Christmas tree stood 
dressed out in the prettiest, shiniest colored glass ornaments, fancy bubbling glass 

lights, foil chains, popcorn strings, 
and silver tinsel-decorations lovingly 
placed by patient and talented older 
and eager, but clumsy, smaller hands. 
Christmas morning found me starting 
at 9:00 A.M.-well after Santa Claus’s 
arrival was noticed and appreciated-
downtown at 211 East Main Street at 
Stripling’s Drugstore with my Uncle 
Ben Stripling opening up from then 
until high noon to sell forgetful Santas 
Elizabeth Arden bath powder, Arpege 

by Lanvin or Chanel No. 5 perfume, film or whatever and then joining all the 
others at the big family noon gathering.
  It was indeed the season to be jolly, to be mindful of the blessings we as 
Americans had when compared to so many other countries. Let’s hope that in 
spirit the memories of Christmases passed can be rekindled here in our small 
local hometowns by the ones who’ve replaced those generations now gone.
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You Will Feel Right at Home Here
WE WILL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY 
We have many years of 
experience taking care of the dental 
needs of our East Texas community 
and are committed to providing you 
with REAL CUSTOMER SERVICE.  If 
restorative treatments are needed, 
we will give you a detailed treatment 
plan, up front, so you will be able 
to choose the best options for you.   
For your convenience, we file on all 
dental insurance and will check on 
your benefits before treatment.  Our 
patients are treated like family from 
the moment you call us or walk in our 
front door.

Find out why our dental office is different!

936.564.7240
1302 Raguet Street • Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

We are located at the corner of Bailey and Raguet Streets behind Memorial Hospital.

This Year’s Annual 
Tour of Homes in 
Nacogdoches to Be 
Held December 4
by Terri Lacher
talacher@sbcglobal.net

 The time for the Nacogdoches Tour of Homes is nearly upon us! This annual 
tour has been part of the Christmas Holiday season in Nacogdoches for a number 
of years. The Tour occurs yearly 
in December, and it includes a 
number of interesting homes or 
historic public buildings. Some 
of the homes do have historic 
backgrounds, and they have 
been lovingly restored through 
generations. This year’s sponsor 
is The Daily Sentinel.
 The Tour is a fund-raising 
event to support the preservation 
efforts of the Friends of Historic 
Nacogdoches, Inc. It tradition-
ally provides homeowners on
the tour the opportunity to open their homes to the public for a short time and 
gives attendees the chance to see creative holiday living ideas and their unique 
home interiors.
 This year’s lineup includes a total of four homes and one historic building. 
They include the Patterson garden home on Summer Hill Circle, with French 
and family antiques prominently displayed; the Mize loft located downtown on 
E. Main Street; a Diedrich Rulfs’ built home, located on Mound Street, owned 
by the McClellans; and the Mark Easley home, filled with nostalgic Christmas 
decorations and movie memorabilia, located on Friar Tuck Drive. The Old 
University Building is also included in this year’s Tour, and will showcase 
additional decorations which, along with other items, will feature early Texas 
toys and greeting cards in their “Winter in Nacogdoches” exhibition.
 The Tour will be held one day only, on Saturday, December 4, 2021, 
from 11 am to 3 pm. Advance tickets can be purchased for $25.00 during the 
regular business hours at either The Daily Sentinel (the event sponsor) or at 
the Nacogdoches Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, located on Main Street. In 
addition, tickets will be sold at the houses on the day of the tour.
 In conjunction with the City of Nacogdoches, the recent preservation efforts 

Snowy winter night at the Old Nacogtdoches 
University Building. Photo courtesy of Jeff Abt.

Antique Christmas postcards on display at the Old 
Nacogdoches University Building (The OUB) during 
the Tour of Homes. The OUB will have antique toys and 
decorations celebrating the history of Christmases gone 
by. Photo courtesy of Jeff Abt.

include the restoration of twenty-nine gravestones in Oak Grove Cemetery and 
six gravestones at Zion Hill in Nacogdoches. This past summer, they were able to 
install a new statue in downtown Nacogdoches called “The Storytellers,” which 
adds to the Statue Heritage Walk in a significant way by highlighting some of 
the well-known, local 
storytellers. As an 
interactive statue, you 
may use your smart 
phone to hear short 
portions of stories 
told by the original 
storytellers themselves.
 “All of our efforts 
are and have been 
generously supported 
by local individuals 
and foundations who 
recognize the impact 
of combining public art 
and heritage, so that our 
tourism opportunities 
are enhanced and the 
community has the 
opportunity to experience
and share their local his-
tory with family and
friends,” Leslie Daniel,
secretary to the Friends
of Historic Nacogdoches, Inc., shared. You will not want to miss out on this 
year’s beautiful Annual Tour of Homes, and be a part of supporting the art and 
heritage of Nacogdoches, Texas. 

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CLEANUP WORK
• EMERGENCY WORK • FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT & 
DANGEROUS REMOVALS
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MARTIN KENNEL
& GROOMING

512 CR 217
Nacogdoches, Texas
936-560-3643

Family Owned & Operated Since 1994
www.martinkennel.com • stay@martinkennel.com

Happy Pets for

Happy
Holidays

Dogs, Cats & Your
Other Pets!

• Caring Staff
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs
• Meals & Treats
• Canine Companionship
• Overnight Accommodations
• Comfy Beds
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Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

Shirley Creek Marina
Campgrounds & RV Park

23177 FM 226 - Etoile,TX  75944 - 936.854.2233 - Sam Rayburn Lake

Beautiful Sunsets over the lake. 
Swimming Area and Large RV Park!

Beautiful Piney Woods in any season!

Vintage Trailer Rally 
In Nac Dec 4th!
 “The Oldest Trailers in the Oldest Town” event will be held from 
1 p.m. until 4 p.m. on Saturday, December 4th at 771 County Road 
141 in Nacogdoches. The location is also the home of the Sandyland 
Bluegrass Reunion 12 miles north of Nacogdoches off FM 2864 in 
the Pleasant Hill Community. The public is invited to come out and 
see these unique restored and re-decorated trailers dating back to 
the 1950s. Admission is $5 per person and the proceeds benefit 
IMPACT NAC. You may vote for your favorite trailer with a $500 
prize for 1st place, $300 for 2nd place and $150 for 3rd place.
 A lighted Christmas Parade will be held after the rally. This event 
will be fun for the entire family. For more information, contact Alma 
Tippins aka Alligator Annie at 936.559.3242.

Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom



Page 11    December 2021

Ready for
Christmas
“When Herod the king heard this…he 
gathered all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people together, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. So they 
said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not 
the least among the rulers of Judah; for 
out of you shall come a Ruler who will 
shepherd My people Israel’.” Matthew 
2:3-6 (NKJV)

 Several years ago I found the following poem that speaks of the importance of 
our being ready for Christmas. Being ready for Christmas rests in a heart that is free 
from sin and has made room for Him.

“Ready for Christmas”

“Ready for Christmas,” she said with a sigh,
    As she gave a last touch to the gifts piled high,
Then wearily sat for a moment and read
  Till soon, very soon, she was nodding her head.
Then quietly spoke a voice in her dream:
   “Ready for Christmas! What do you mean?
“Ready for Christmas when only last week,
   You wouldn’t acknowledge your friend on the street!
“Ready for Christmas, while holding a grudge!
   Perhaps you had better let God be the judge.
Why, how can the Christ Child come and abide
   In a heart that is selfish and filled with pride?
“Ready for Christmas, when only today
   A beggar lad came and you turned him away
Without even a smile to show that you cared
   The little he asked – it could have been spared.
“Ready for Christmas! You’ve worked, it is true,
   But doing the things that you wanted to do.
Ready for Christmas – your circle is too small,
   Why, you are not ready for Christmas at all!”
She awoke with a start and a cry of despair,
   “There’s so little time, and I’ve still to prepare!
Oh, Father, forgive me, I see what you mean.
   To be ready means more than a house swept clean!”
Yes, more than the giving of gifts and a tree,
   It’s the heart swept clean that He wants to see – 
A heart that is free from bitterness, sin –
   Ready for Christmas and ready for Him! 

A LITTLE HUMOR: Sometimes something different about Christmas comes 
across the Internet that simply has to be shared. This item was obviously authored by 
a woman. Her claim is that all the reindeer that pull Santa’s sleigh on Christmas Eve 
have to be females. Think about it for a moment. According to the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game, both male and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer each 
year. However, male reindeer lose their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late 
November to mid-December. Female reindeer, on the other hand retain their antlers 
till after they give birth in the spring.
 Thus, she concludes, since all the male reindeer have lost their antlers by 
December 24 each year and since all depictions of Santa’s reindeer show them with 
antlers, all of Santa’s reindeer, every single one of them, from Rudolph to Blitzen, 
had to be female. Then she adds, “We should’ve known . . . only women would be 
able to drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all around the world in one night and not 
get lost.”

“REED ALL ABOUT IT!”
            by Dr. Allen Reed

PERRY PROPANE
& APPLIANCE

Bottle • Home • Farm
Industry

We service residential, farms and             
industries. Bottles filled and tanks 
leased and sold. All commercial 

and  residential propane 
installations.

Bayou Classic 
4-Gallon 
Bayou Fryer 
with 2 Stain-
less Baskets

Propane 
bottles for 
outdoor 
grills and 
firepits

Bayou Classic 
Stock Pot with 

Vented Lid in 
Stainless Steel

Large         
selection of 
Lodge Cast 
Iron Cook-

ware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and 
shrimp cookers. We sell Bayou Classic 
Fish Cookers and accessories.

6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Dr.)
www.perrypropane.com 

936.564.8448

GRIMES SERVICES
Stump Grinding, Mulching & Land Clearing 

Scott Grimes GrimeServicesTX
936-635-5679 GrimesServicesTX@gmail.com
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CAP News
by Capt Richard Block, Public Affairs Officer
CAP Nacogdoches Squadron 
 Five Civil Air Patrol cadets from the Nacogdoches Composite Squadron graduated 
from a 3-day Airman Leadership School Nov 14th held at Texas CAP Wing Headquarters 
at A.L. Mangham Nacogdoches Regional Airport.
 Cadets Robert and Lou Johnns, Nicolai Doncarlos, Micah Spradley and Wyatt 
Anderson joined more than 150 cadets from all over Texas at the school known as ALS. 
The leadership school is conducted by senior ranking cadets 

and supervised 
by senior CAP 
officers.
    Cadets were 
divided into 
five groups and 
competed with 
each other in drill
and ceremonies,
customs and cour-
tesies, physical
fitness games and inspections. Numerous 
classes were held on leadership skills and 
airman basics. 

            The cadets from the Nacogdoches Squadron
                 were extremely impressed with the weekend
school and “learned a lot about how to be a good cadet and leader.”
 ALS also provided cadets an opportunity to network with other CAP members across 
the Texas Wing.  
 Civil Air Patrol is an all-volunteer U.S. Air 
Force auxiliary and is the newest member of 
the Air Force’s Total Force. In this role, CAP 
operates a fleet of Cessna aircraft, performs 
about 90 percent of continental U.S. inland 
search and rescue missions as tasked by the 
Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and is 
credited by the AFRCC with saving an average 
of 80 lives annually. CAP’s 60,000 members also 
perform homeland security, disaster relief and 
drug interdiction missions at the request of fed-
eral, state and local agencies. In addition, CAP plays a leading role in aerospace/STEM 
education and its members serve as mentors to over 25,000 young people participating in 
CAP’s Cadet Programs.

      The Nacogdoches Squadron meets on Monday 
nights at 6:15 at the former National Guard Armory 
at A.L. Mangham Nacogdoches Regional Airport. 
Youth can start the cadet program at age twelve. 
    Prospective members are welcome to attend 
any meeting or call the Squadron Commander, 
Capt. Cynthia Schunior at 936-615-9058. For 
more information about Civil Air Patrol see www.
gocivilairpatrol.com.

Cadet Nikolai Doncarlos at drill 
practice.

Cadets running during physical 
fitness competition.

Cadet Wyatt Anderson 
and mom Kelly Anderson 
gather paperwork before 
signing in to ALS.

Cadet Robert (white mask) and 
Lou (blue mask) Johnns at an ALS 
classroom.

Cadet Micah Spradley at drill 
practice.

Serving Texas and Louisiana
114 Nacogdoches Street

Center, Texas 75935

(936) 598-6111
Jodi Fountain  - Owner / Broker

Agents
Alma Jaimes
936-488-9988

Kaleigh Jones
936-591-6488

Bill Hughes
936-332-4524

Nikki Postell
936-332-4661

Rhonda Proffitt
936-591-0700

Margaret McBride
936-591-4919

Bobbie Sue Scates
936-488-4005

R2368
4/2 brick on 1.8 ac 

$215,000
Center, TX

R2367
3/2 on .55 acre

$115,000
Center, TX

TB961
3/1 waterfront 2-story

$69,500
Joaquin, TX
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Get Your Jingle 
All the Way at
Dellinger’s 
Christmas Store
and Trees
as told to Terri Lacher
talacher@sbcglobal.ne

 Dellinger’s Christmas Store 
and Trees was started in January 
1980 with the planting of 1000 
Virginia Pine seedlings. It was 
family owned with my brother 
and sister in law,  Dan and Ruby 
Dellinger; my mother, Mattie 
Dellinger; and me, Dixie Dellinger. 
By December, 1982, we were able 
to sell the first trees which were 
about 6 feet tall. We sold them in 
my mother’s front yard for $10. We 
also sold nail on stands along with 
hand made wreaths. We had a very 
successful first year. The next year, 
we set out 4,000 seedlings and 
remodeled my parent’s old grocery 
store to sell ornaments, bows and a few hand made gifts.
 As the business grew, we planted more trees and started selling flocked trees.  
That was a big hit. People coming in from big cities for Thanksgiving bought the 
flocked trees to carry back home. We have a picture of a Mercedes driving off 
with a wrapped flocked tree tied to the top heading for Houston. 
 We started going to the Dallas World Trade Center for the Gift Markets and 
added Christmas lights and various Christmas items for the store. Our store was 
a novelty for Center and we were very busy. We brought trees in from the farm 
early in the morning and displayed them in Mother’s front yard. As the years 
went by, we ran out of parking spaces and cars parked along the highway. We 
realized it was time to move. 
 We found a perfect location on Hwy 7 E with 7 acres. We planted more trees 
there and built a 2100 square foot building next to the trees. By November, 1991, 
we had a ribbon cutting for our new Christmas store. 
 In 1992, Dan was elected President of the Texas Christmas Tree Growers 
Association and he asked our friend and State Senator to sponsor a bill that 
allowed only Texas Grown trees and shrubs to be displayed on the State Capitol 
grounds. As a result, a 17 foot Virginia pine Christmas tree from our farm went 
to the State Capitol.
 This is the 39th year for the business. Ruby died in 2010 and Dan died in 2012. 
My  mother died in 2013. I retired from the Bacteriology Lab at Baylor University 
Medical Center in Dallas in 2008 after 43 years, 2 of those years as Supervisor. 
I would come home on vacations and holidays to help with the business when 

I was working at Baylor. 
It was a struggle after 
Ruby, Dan and Mother 
died, but with God’s 
help He has allowed 
me to have good health 
to tend to the trees and 
manage the Christmas 
store. 
   I have added more 
specialty lights and a 
bigger selection of gifts, 

sports gifts and unusual decorations. There are all colors of lights in LED and 
incandescent, old fashion big light sets and replacements in all colors, commercial 
wire and LED retro bulbs. My brother used to say, “it was a one stop place for 
people to shop for their yard decorations, Christmas trees, lights and unique 
gifts.”  There is such a complete variety of nostalgic and current decorations, 
including one of a kind Texas ornaments, and for those Elvis fans in your family, 
a complete selection of ornaments, lights, and small stocking stuffers. 
 I have 2 loyal employees who help with the selling of trees from Thanksgiving 
to Christmas eve. I have one loyal employee who works in the store with me. 
 Our farm is Choose and Cut. We provide a bow saw and a measuring pole 
for the individual or family to wander through the trees until they find the perfect 
one and then they bring the tree up to the front to be put on a shaker to remove 

the dead needles. After that the tree is measured, priced, put in netting and taken 
to their vehicle. If a person wants their tree flocked, they tell the boys when 
they want it. However, it usually takes 1 to 2 days to get the flocked tree dry, 
depending on the weather. Since flock is put on with water, it takes time for it to 
dry. We have a good following for flocked trees. 
 With flocked trees, there is no need to water them since the needles are 
sealed. Underneath the flock the needles will dry, but they will retain their shape 
for many weeks. 
 We are a simple, come as you are, no frills business. If you want friendly 
helpful service, we would like to have you browse our store and farm this year.  
The store is open Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. See our ad in this edition. (The Christmas Store and 
Trees is located at 1886 TX-Highway 7 East, Center, Texas 75935 (936) 598-8417).

603 NORTH STREET  •  NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 75964
936-560-1137

Smoked Turkey & Ham
Cheeseballs - Pies for Christmas!

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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Rhonda Oaks
Lufkin District Public Information Officer
Communications Division
Texas Department of Transportation

    I was searching for a smoked turkey when I eyed the prime rib. I figured one 
for Thanksgiving dinner and the other for Christmas dinner. Looking at the price 
of the prime rib, I thought of my childhood holidays when serving a whole prime 
rib on any table was unheard of.
 Our little family of four always had holiday dinners at home. Even when 
my sister and I had families of our own, we all went to ‘momma and daddy’s’ 
house for the holidays. When we were kids, mom would bake a small turkey on 
Thanksgiving and a ham at Christmas. They were always accompanied by her 
homemade chicken and dressing, cranberry sauce from a can and some wonderful 
homemade side dishes. There would always be a German chocolate cake, lemon 
meringue or buttermilk pie and homemade fudge sitting on the counter. They 
were my dad’s favorites. 
 We would always visit grandparents after lunch. The road between their farms 
in Nacogdoches and Diboll was always the same. Highway 59 was a two-lane 
road, the bridge that crossed the Angelina River was narrow and the roundtrip 
seemed to take half a day. Today, US 59 is at least four lanes between the cities 
and with the expansion project in Nacogdoches and the Diboll Relief Route, 
both currently underway and being built to interstate standards, well, even I have 
to watch for detour and directional signage for how to maneuver through those 
growing cities.
 TxDOT has made great progress this year in many areas. Construction, 
maintenance, design, safety, and connectivity have not missed a beat despite 
everything going on around us. But when you stop to think about it, we have all 
progressed from where we were last year. 
 Our lives have grown and changed. Many of us have lost loved ones or friends 
to devastating illnesses, some have changed addresses or jobs, our families have 
grown with new babies and we have seen milestones come and go. No matter 
if the changes you experienced were happy or sad, we have all been blessed in 
different ways.
 As I stood there holding the prime rib and contemplating its purchase, I 
overhead two ladies planning their holiday dinner. They were choosing a large 
hen and decided they needed two. They were chatting about how many family 
members would be there. This holiday will be the first time in a long time for 
many to gather with family and I took it from the excitement in their voices, they 
were anxious to see theirs.
 I suddenly felt guilty about buying the big turkey and the prime rib. Faced 
with tough times, my mom would have picked out a hen. I put the prime rib back 
and went searching for cranberry sauce in a can. 
 You see, mom knew what those two ladies know and what I also learned that 
day – it’s not the food that makes the holiday, but the love gathered around the 
table that matters most.
 As we gather around our holiday tables, no matter if it’s chicken or prime rib, 
we all have something to be thankful for. 
 The Lufkin District wants you to have a safe holiday. Give extra attention to 
safety if you travel and remember to say thanks for the journey of life that we all 
continue to experience.

It’s Not About the 
Food on the Table

BUY HERE-
SERVICED HERE!

2502 NW Stallings Drive

936.564.3579
Quality lawn and garden 

equipment sales and service 
since 1958. Largest selection of 
Stihl products in Nacogdoches!
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Chamber Connection
by Kelly Augustine 

Executive Vice President,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

 Todd A. Brown, Ph.D., is the current chairman of our chamber’s board of 
directors through September 2022. Dr. Brown’s theme for his fellow directors 
and our chamber membership is “stronger together.” Working together to create 
an environment where business can succeed has never been more important, and 
we have witnessed great acts of partnership and collaboration in the recent past. 
In this holiday celebration month, let’s wrap up the year by celebrating with our 
businesses, too. 
 Below are businesses who are investing in the community with Chamber 
involvement, and we all in the area will enjoy the benefits generated by their 
actions, support, leadership and service. Please plan to attend any of the events at 
our local business locations listed. Most are free-of-charge and open to members 
of the community as well as our chamber members. Some have a nominal charge 
to cover food and other event costs. In addition to experiencing festive chamber 
events, expect to learn something new about your community and make new 
contacts. What a great way to wrap up our year – stronger together!

Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies:

Lumberjacks Axe Throwing, 4:45 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 2 at 115 E. Main St. 
Celebrating new business opening in historic downtown!
Well Body Solutions, 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 7 at 3500 North St., Ste. 103. 
Celebrating new business grand opening! 
Nacogdoches Federation of Women’s Clubs, 4:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 9 at the 
Old University Building, 515 N. Mound St. Discover the treasures of the museum 
in this historic building. A special exhibit highlights the bell in the cupola cast for 
Nacogdoches University.

 Eggs & Issues “A Toast to Tourism & Great Events for 2022,” 7:30 a.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 9 at The Fredonia Hotel and Convention Center, 200 N. Fredonia 
St. Welcome City of Tomball’s Director of Marketing & Tourism Michael Baxter 
to the chamber’s breakfast meeting. Mr. Baxter will bring his wisdom gained 
from decades in the tourism industry and public events and entertainment. 
Admission fee for chamber members is $20 and nonmembers is $24, includes a 
buffet breakfast. The event sponsor is Excel ER.

 Alive After Five hosted by NacSpace, 5:30 to 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 9 
at 2400 N. Stallings Dr. A business-after-hours mixer with all the magic of the 
holiday season! Enjoy food, drinks, casual business networking, enter to win 
door prizes and cookie decorating. Take a Merry Christmas photo with Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus!

 Find more about these and other events and additional Nacogdoches County 
information at www.Nacogdoches.org or call the Nacogdoches County Chamber 
at 936-560-5533.

Finishing 2021 
Stronger Together!

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com

TAQUERIA EL 21TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours
Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

936-569-9880

1090 County Road 231 • Nacogdoches, TX 75961
10-6 Monday-Saturday and 1-5 Sunday

 •  Retail sporting goods store
 •  Indoor & outdoor shooting ranges,  
  including skeet and trap
 •  Silencer shop kiosk       

License To Carry and other 
instruction available.

www.mraag.com

Come see us!
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Payne & Payne Home N’ SuchlikePayne & Payne Home N’ Suchlike
105 San Augustine St. • Center, TX

936.598.3382
Tues-Sat 10am-5pm

• Bridal Shower Registry
• Baby Shower Registry

• Barefoot Dreams
• Michele Design Works

• Beatriz Ball
• Buddha Girl

• SMEG Appliances
• LOLLIA Bath and Home Fragrances

Check us out on   

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822

www.CarneyRealty.com
Planning to list? Give us a call!!!Sheila Carney, President

BROKER/REALTOR*/GRI
(936) 569-4097
sheila@carneyrealty.com
Million Dollar Producer

(936) 569-4097

3001 North St.
Nacogdoches, TX

(800) 757-5783

 REAL ESTATE

MLS 22100980 - 20276 N US Hwy 59 Garrison-3.30 Acres. 
A Survey is Ordered. 2353 SF, 3-4 Bedroom, 3 Baths. Real-Wood-Look 
Floors. Master Suite downstairs. Huge Study w/Built-in’s; possibly a 4th 
BR. Leaving Washer-Dryer in Ext Utility Room; Hookups Interior Home 
and Exterior. Barn 30x40, Storage Bldg 12x20x10’ Barn-Style Ceiling. 
Beautiful park-like setting not far from Naconiche Lake Park. Carport 
20’x28’ and a Covered Porch 10x28. Dog Kennel. Security System.   
Generator Connection. List Broker, Sheila 936-569-4097 for Appt.  
Garrison ISD, Nacogdoches County $369,800

A+ Personal Service from Contract to Closing!Personal Service from Contract to Closing!

www.20276 N Us Hwy59.comwww.20276 N Us Hwy59.com
FEATURED HOME - A NEW LISTINGFEATURED HOME - A NEW LISTING

City of Nacogdoches 
Initiates Clean 
Sweep Program

 It’s hard to believe that I’ve served as your
Nacogdoches Mayor for six months. I’ve had
the privilege to work on many great initiatives
and am excited to have a space to share the things that I’ve been involved in during 
the last few months.
  First, I’ve had several joint meetings with the Mayor of Lufkin, Mark Hicks. He 
is a bright entrepreneur and has a passion for Lufkin and its future. He was actually 
in town just this past Thursday for a joint meeting with our economic development 
folks. We discussed ways that our cities can work together to attract industry and 
raise the standard of living of our citizens. One of the greatest needs is to provide 
more accessibility to work force training to prepare people for jobs that already exist 
as well as those we might attract. A major concern is gang related activities in both 
communities. We are committed to putting a stop to this. We must provide people a 
way to earn a living wage.    
  Second, the city embarked on a clean sweep campaign that started in the heart of 
Nacogdoches, the Downtown area. The city began by weeding and power washing 
sidewalks, cleaning litter and debris, replacing signs, clearing right of ways and 
addressing any other maintenance issues that were seen. After the first clean sweep 
initiative, property owners are expected to maintain these areas moving forward. 
Under City Ordinance, Section 34-27 it shall be unlawful for the owner, occupant 
or person in charge of any premises real property, occupied or unoccupied to have 
uncultivated weeds or plants taller than 12 inches or have weeds or grass growing in 
an adjoining alley, easement, right of way or other public way.
  Another part of the clean sweep initiative is a new app “Nac311” that can be 
used to report problems such as potholes, broken street lights or other code violations 
that citizens see, whether in your neighborhood or across town. If you have not 
downloaded the free app, I encourage you to do so. It’s as easy as taking a picture 
and sending it in. The city has hired additional code enforcement officers to address 
the issues and make our City a more beautiful place.
  The City is in the process of updating the City’s Comprehensive Plan as well as 
the Downtown Master Plan. The Comprehensive Plan was last updated in 2003 and 
the current Downtown Master Plan was competed in 1974. The plans were completed 
by extremely hard-working, forward thinking individuals, but things have changed 
in our community in the last 20 plus years and it is time to update them. The new 
Comprehensive Plan will consider I-69 and the effects and opportunities it will offer 
our City, the growth patterns in Nacogdoches and the increasing need for housing 
and give people an opportunity to provide input as to what they want in our City 
in the future. The Downtown Master plan will focus exclusively on improving and 
revitalizing Downtown. An RFP was developed and six companies submitted bids. A 
committee of five, representing various stakeholders reviewed the bids. The current 
company that is being considered is D2L Designs. The company has developed plans 
for towns across Texas and is working with us out of the Dallas office. Two 14 – 16 
person committees were chosen to work with the firm. In addition, there will be 
numerous town hall meetings, surveys and other ways to receive community input 
for the plan. The previous City Council began this process in December of 2020 and 
we plan to vote on whether or not to move forward at our December 7th meeting. 
  I am excited about the future of Nacogdoches and appreciate the opportunity to 
serve as your mayor.  Please call or stop by if I can ever be of service to you. 

Mayor James D. (JImmy) Mize,
City of Nacogdoches

 James D. (Jimmy) Mize is a 1995 graduate 
of the Southwestern Graduate School of 
Banking at Southern Methodist University, a 
1984 graduate from Stephen F. Austin State 
University with a BBA in Finance and a 1980 
graduate from Nacogdoches High School.
 Jimmy has been a leader in numerous local 
and state service organizations, projects and 
boards. He has been in the banking industry 
for almost 40 years and currently serves as 
Nacogdoches Market President for Commercial 
Bank of Texas. Jimmy was elected Mayor of 
Nacogdoches in May of 2021.
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18)

The Gift 
of Life
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. John 10:10

 Blessed with the indwelling presence of God—this is the gift of eternal life. 
There is no greater gift anyone could give or receive. The gift of life is a gift 

of freedom. Freedom from spiritual and physical death inherited from Adam is 
offered to every sinner in the life of Jesus Christ. It is offered to everyone born of 
the seed of Adam because through Adam all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God (Romans 3:23). Sin separates us from God. “The wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).
 God’s strategic battle plan to defeat sin and death and bring us back to 
Himself was devised and kept secret until the time of its revelation. The plan 
would be executed by One who was foreordained before the foundation of the 
world—the Commander of all the rulers of the world—the Son of God. He would 
not come to save riding on a horse as a knight in shining armor. Jesus would 
come as a baby through Mary who traveled to His birthplace on a donkey. It was 
in Bethlehem that the Savior of the world was born, found by shepherds wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger (Luke 2:8-20). Christ laid aside His 
garment of glory in heaven in order to be clothed in flesh as a man on earth.      
     The words Mary heard and believed as told by the angel, Gabriel, changed 
the course of human history. The miraculous conception of Jesus in Mary’s 
womb, is a miracle God performs each time He puts His Spirit inside a repentant 
sinner, giving birth to a new creature (Eze 36:26-27; 2 Cor 5:17). The life of 
Christ is born anew in the believer.
 December in America and other places in the world is a time filled with 
anticipation and the excitement of giving and receiving gifts. The enthusiasm 
and wonder of Christmas and all it encompasses will fill the homes and hearts of 
many, both young and old. Yet in each of us lies a God-sized void that no earthly 
gift or holiday celebration will satisfy because God has put eternity in our hearts 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11). We were created for eternal relationship with God. 
 When the decorative wrappings are discarded, Christmas lights removed 
from homes, churches, and the town square, retailers start post-Christmas 
operations, and the joys of the Christmas season fade, will you be able to say you 
have the gift of Christmas—the Son of God? He who has the Son has life—the 
gift of life that changes our eternal destiny.
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 As we wrap up the year and reflect, we’re so thankful for a supportive 
community that attends our events and engages with us. Our goal is to promote 
Nacogdoches as a tourist destination, and that couldn’t be done without the 
support of locals. 
 We have some new things in store that we’ll announce after the first of the 
year! Speaking of new things in store, don’t forget to stop by the Visitor Center in 
Downtown Nacogdoches to check out our new merchandise. We have something 
for everyone, from the new Visit Nacogdoches Cookbook with over 100+ local 
recipes to new hoodies, long sleeve t-shirts, hat and gloves sets and more. 
 We’re excited to announce the completion of “Love Letters to Nacogdoches,” 
a compilation of stories written by residents professing their love for our city. The 
book is for sale at the Visitor Center for $20.00. 
 We have plenty of fun planned for the rest of 2021! December 3rd is Millard’s 
Crossing’s “Old Fashioned Christmas,” the perfect event for families to begin 
festivities and learn some history. Don’t miss the return of the Nine Flags Festival 
and Parade on Saturday, December 4th. Watch Downtown Nacogdoches turn into 
a town from a Hallmark movie. We’ll have vendor booths, food trucks, inflatables, 
activities for children, live music and more from 11am-4pm. The parade begins 
at 6:30pm and ends with a spectacular fireworks show!
 That same day is the Christmas Tour of Homes, a local favorite activity 
where you can visit some of Nacogdoches’ gorgeous historic houses. It’s also 
the day of “Tis the Season Exhibit Opening” at the Sterne-Hoya House. This 
holiday exhibit takes visitors back to the Christmas celebrations of Sterne’s 
day - circa 1842. Visitors will get a glimpse of holiday foods, parties, topics of 
conversations, games, and other elements for a mid-1800s Christmas. There will 
be warm Wassail served on the front porch!
 As if December 4th wasn’t exciting enough, a group of “Sisters on the Fly” 
will  hold a Vintage Trailer Rally at the Sandyland Bluegrass venue! Over 80 
trailers are expected! 
 We’ll have Santa and Mrs. Claus on the backstage of the Visitor Center on 
December 10th, so bring the kids by for a fun photoshoot!
 Looking for more holiday fun? Visit Nacogdoches is offering a DIY Sip & 
Stroll. Pick up your packet at the Visitor Center, choose 4 “offerings” from a 
list of Downtown dining, sipping, and shopping options, and go anytime on a 
Saturday from 11-3pm! Go at your own pace and enjoy finding the “clues” with 
your group. For more information contact Sales Director Joanna Temple at 936-
564-7351 or go to visitnacogdoches.org/sip-stroll
 Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from the Oldest Town in Texas!

Enjoy the Christmas
Season in “The 
Oldest Town in Texas”

Ashley Morgan
CVB Creative Content Director 

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
Your honest fulltime gutter company!

936-556-0274

bsgutter.com  •  gut-r-dun

ThAnk you for voTing uS  
ThE BEST guTTEr CoMpAny!

Rainchains • save youR Foundation • RepaiR/ clean out • leaFguaRd • call oR text

CALL BuBBA phiLLipS

Center
936-598-3341
Center
936-598-3341

Garrison
936-347-2260
Garrison
936-347-2260

Good News Only Featured in         
Around The Town

Now Open!Now Open!
766 Hurst Street

Center, Texas
Sun-Thurs 2 pm - 10 pm
Fri-Sat 12 pm - 12 am

Island Breeze Daiquiris

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061
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122 MIMMS AVENUE 936-205-9906
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961 FAX 936-205-9908

RPERRY@RACHELPERRYINSURANCE.COM

HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • HEALTH
WATERCRAFT • MOTORCYCLE

 TSO Nacogdoches 
Holds Open House
  The staff of TSO Nacogdoches held an Open House on November 4th. 
we had loads of fun with wondeful patients like you! Please stay tuned for 
our next event in the Spring of 2022.

Carlos Helium - Rep
and Marisol Gonzalez

Patients and guests
enjoying the hot dogs

Left to right: Dr. Hart, 
Kat Slaydon, Dr. Ihlo and 
Rebecca Dixon

Step back 
in time.
A true antiquing 
experience.

   A Unique Shopping Experience

422 North St
Nacogdoches

Tue.-Sat. 10-6; Sun 1-6
Closed Mondays

936-205-3272

412 E. Main St
Nacogdoches
Tue.-Sat. 10-5;

Closed Sun. & Mon.
936-205-3121

Join us on Facebook !
Facebook.com/nacogdochesdecades

Downtown

Vendor Mall

DISCOUNT DAYS
10% OFF EVERY TUESDAY

for Seniors 55 & older
10% OFF EVERY DAY
for Veterans & SFA Students

(students must have valid ID*)

 ROCK SHOP NOW OPEN!
DOWNTOWN ROCKS

Crystals - Stones - Interactive Activities

CUSTOM SMOKED TURKEY   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $65 .00
Average Weight 13 lbs 

FRIED TURKEY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50 .00
You provide the turkey! 15 lb Max
Call for drop-off/pick-up info! 

SPIRAL HAM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $6 .99/lb
Whole Only-Average Weight 13 lbs

DRESSING & GRAVY    7 lb Tray   .  .  .  .  .  . $39 .95
 Pint   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10 .95

CHEESE BALLS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $9 .99
1 lb each. Regular or Jalapeño 

HOMEMADE PIES Pecan  .  .  .  . $20 .00
  Deep Dish Apple  .  .  .  . $25 .00 
  Coconut/Chocolate Cream  .  .  .  . $25 .00

936.205.9835936.205.9835

3205 N. University Dr.
Nacogdoches

Kroger Shopping Center
Pre-Order Now!

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
Merry 2021
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SHOP LOCAL

Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San 
Augustine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown 
children. Moving back after retiring, now with five 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren, he began, 
as a hobby, writing short stories of humorous things 
that he observed over the years. He was an ambulance 
driver in college, worked for two funeral homes, then 
spent over forty years in the insurance business. He also 
writes stories of his forty-four years as a state certified 
police officer working for seven different departments. 
After living in five different states, he is now retired back 
in San Augustine and has his stories printed in seven 
different newspapers, and published five books. He is a 
graduate of Stephen F. Austin University, and the Insurance Institute of America. He 
is a Deacon in a Baptist Church and former Sunday School Teacher for many years, 
as well as Choir Director at several churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail 
Museum in San Augustine and works three days a week. He was the director of the 
restoration og the old county records   dating back to the 1800s. 

 I have read that the Sir name ‘Murphy’ is by far the most common name in 
Ireland. Since my ancestors migrated from there to Mississippi many years ago I 
should be proud of my name. I find that there are other entities with the same last 
name such as Murphy Oil Corporation, The Murphy Bed, Murphy’s Furniture Polish, 
and even a small town near the Metroplex, Murphy, Texas. But there is a subjective 
thing boasting the name of Murphy, and that is “Murphy’s Law.”
 You have probably known about this adage or perhaps have been victimized by 
it as I have. “Murphy’s Law” is an adage or epigram typically stated as: “Anything 
that can go wrong will go wrong.” Have you ever wondered about it’s origin? Well, 
I did some research into it and am reporting the results to you.
 I find that this adage dates back to the late 1800s, though stated slightly differently.  
The American Dialect Society did significant research in this area and reported upon 
a paper by Alfred Holt at an 1877 meeting of an engineering society: “It is found that 
anything that can go wrong at sea generally does go wrong sooner or later. So, it is 
not to be wondered that owners prefer the safe to the scientific. Sufficient stress can 
hardly be laid on the advantages of simplicity. The human factor cannot be safely 
neglected in planning machinery. If attention is to be obtained, the engine must be 
such that the engineer will be disposed to attend to it.”
 In 1866 mathematician Augustus De Morgan wrote, “The first experiment 
already illustrates a truth of the theory, well confirmed by practice, that what ever 
can happen will happen if we make trials enough.” In later publications “whatever 
can happen will happen” occasionally is termed “Murphy’s Law,” which raises the 
possibility that “Murphy” is “De Morgan” misremembered.
 American Dialect Society member Bill Mullins has found a slightly broader 
version of the aphorism in reference to stage magic. The British stage magician  
Nevil Maskelyne wrote in 1908: “It is an experience common to all men to find that, 
on any special occasion, such as the production of a magical effect for the first time 
in public, everything that can go wrong will go wrong. Whether we must attribute 
this to the malignity of matter or to the total depravity of inanimate things, whether 
the exciting cause is hurry, worry, or what not, the fact remains.”
 The following are other versions of “Murphy’s Law”:

You will always find something in the last place you look.
In order to get a loan, you must first prove that you don’t need it.
The other line always moves faster.
No matter how long or how hard you shop for an item, after you’ve bought it, it will 
be on sale somewhere cheaper.
Anything you try to fix will take longer and cost more than you thought.
If you fool around with a thing for very long you will screw it up.
If it jams - force it. If it breaks, it needed replacing anyway.
When a broken appliance is demonstrated for the repairman, it will work perfectly.
Build a system that even a fool can use, and only a fool will use it.
Everyone has a scheme for getting rich that will not work.
There’s never time to do it right, but there’s always time to do it over.
When in doubt, mumble. When in trouble, delegate.
Murphy’s golden rule: whoever has the gold makes the rules.
A Smith & Wesson beats four aces.
Never argue with a fool, people might not know the difference.
Nature always sides with the hidden flaw.
Anything good in life is either illegal, immoral, or fattening.

 So, there you have it - the ultimate treatise on “Murphy’s Law.”  Gosh, looks  
like my printer is messed up - that’s the law for you!

Murphy’s Law  
Observations
by Neal Murphy

Jane Blount, Agent
(214) 250-4119

Austin Nelams, Agent
(936) 332-7255

Scott Foster, Broker
(936) 591-2339

Residential • Commercial • Farms • Land

Center, TexasCenter, Texas

mathewsrealty.com

 We are entering the holiday season, and we hope that everyone 
will take a moment to share hugs and joy with those around you.
 We are so grateful for our current and future clients. If you ever 
need assistance buying or selling a place in Shelby County, that is our 
specialty, and we would love to walk you through the process.
 Mathews Realty would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Alexander Timber
Your trees are our business!

TIMBER MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING

FULLY INSURED
MEMBER OF TEXAS
LOGGING COUNCIL

David Alexander
Forester

205 CR 9892
Cushing, TX 75760

alexandertimber14@yahoo.com
Office 936.326.8822
Mobile 903.810.3008

BUYING SMALL OR 
LARGE TRACTS

PINE OR HARDWOOD
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Angela’s 
Monthly Recipe

Texas Pound Cake

Angela Bradford is the owner/
operator of Appleby Sand Mercantile 
Café in Nacogdoches.

Recipe courtesy of Angela Bradford’s Appleby Sand Mercantile Cafe’ 
Cookbook.  You may purchase the book by contacting her at 936.559.5151

COURTWAY CONSTRUCTIONCOURTWAY CONSTRUCTIONSERVICESSERVICES

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS 

DECKS, COVERED PORCHES, FENCES
MOWING, DRIVEWAYS

936.200.9254936.200.9254

Tree Care

Free 
Estimates

Boaz Kelley - Owner/Arborist

936-234-1306
ArtfulArboristCo@gmail.com

www.ArtfulArboristCo.com

PICK UP A FREE  COPY OF 
RECIPES WHEN YOU

PICK UP AROUND THE TOWN

4 sticks butter 3 tsp of vanilla extract
4 cups sugar 1 cup pecans, chopped
4 cups flour (cake or all-purpose) 1 cup brown sugar
8 large eggs 1 jar of caramel ice cream
8 oz. cream cheese      topping
  
  Leave cream cheese, butter and eggs out to reach room temperature. 
In mixer, cream butter, cream cheese and sugar until smooth. Add eggs, 
one at a time. Then, add flour, one cup at a time. Last, add vanilla extract. 
Grease and flour tube/bundt pan and pour in batter. Sprinkle pecans and 
brown sugar on top (a cup or little more of each). Lightly press into the 
batter. Bake at 300 degrees for 1 hour and 15 minutes. (You may want to 
tent the top with foil to keep the nuts from scorching.) Then, increase the 
temperature to 325 degrees and bake for an additional 30 minutes. Test 
the cake with a fork or wooden skewer. The utensil should come out dry 
and clean (no batter). Bake 5 more minutes, if not quite done. Remove 
from the oven and allow a few minutes to cool before removing from pan. 
When you invert onto a plate, you may lose a few nuts, but most will bake 
into the top layer of crust. Then, turn the cake onto another plate so that 
the nuts are on top. Drizzle with jar of caramel ice cream topping. Heat 
from the cake will make the caramel melt over the pecans. Enjoy!

5001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 759645001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 75964
Next Door to DPS OfficeNext Door to DPS Office

PEACEFUL QUIET LIVING • VERY SECURE • FAMILY ORIENTED
RV SPACES AVAILABLE / DAILY WEEKLY & MONTHLY RATES

936-645-6352936-645-6352

RV RENTALSRV RENTALS
FOR INFORMATION CALL

936-645-6352936-645-6352
Email:westernpinesrvpark@yahoo.com

Furnished, includes utilities and complimentary WIFI. Deposit Required. 
Weekly/Monthly Rates.

Merry Christmas
Come Spend Your Holidays With US. Move In Special on All RV Rentals. Call For Details.

Western Pines RV ParkWestern Pines RV Park
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Nac County Exposition and 
Civic Center Calendar

Anita Scott

What’s Hot with Anita Scott
The Nacogdoches Expo is open to Arena Rider’s 7AM-4PM, M-F for just $10.00 per 
horse.  Give us a call at 936-564-0849 for availability.  

UPCOMING IN DECEMBER 2021…
DECEMBER 8TH, 2021 - LOVE INC – Christmas Blessings – Christmas Blessing 
with be at the Nacogdoches Expo & Civic Center. Nacogdoches Love, INC Christmas 
Blessings provides Christmas gifts for children whose need has been verified through 
an application process. Applications for assistance can be found at 917 Ruby Street 
(off Powers St.) in Nacogdoches. The applications will be accepted November 1-30, 
2021. If approved, applicants will be given an appointment time to come and shop 
for their children. 
 For more information on details for this non-profit organization event, please 
contact Patti Goodrum or Debbie Collins at 936-569-8555.

DECEMBER 23-24, 2021- CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY- OBSERVED 

DECEMBER 31, 2021- NEW YEAR EVE HOLIDAY – OBSERVED

SPONSORSHIP & VENDOR BOOTH – NACOGDOCHES PRO RODEO 
& STEER SHOW – The Nacogdoches Pro Rodeo & Steer Show benefiting the 
Nacogdoches Jaycees will be here March 24-26, 2022. Sponsorships are available 
now. For more information, contact Anita Scott at 936-564-0849.
Calling all Rodeo Vendors – If you are interested in having a space at the 2022 
Nacogdoches Pro-Rodeo & Steer Show to show off and sell your product, please 
contact the main office at 936-564-0849.  
 Space is limited so call to reserve your space. 

Do you have an upcoming event?  Check out our weekly specials!
SPECIAL WEEKDAY RENTAL RATES
 We offer Special Weekday Rental Rates Monday thru Friday (excluding county 
holidays) from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Our facility offers a variety of meeting and 
conference rooms capable of accommodating large and small groups. Housekeeping 
during your event and clean up afterward is provided. 
Downstairs Hall - $1000.00
 Includes sound, projector (laptop not included), and stage with backdrop, 
skirting, podium and theater style seating for up to 300. You also have access to our 
professional catering kitchen, which features two double door-warming cabinets, a 
double door cooler, and dish washer.      
Upstairs Hall - $350.00
 Easily accessible by elevator this room includes tables and chairs to accommodate 
up to 50. The upstairs hall features two adjoining breakout rooms, kitchen, and 
restrooms. Sound and projector (laptop not included) are available as well. It is an 
extremely private, self-contained area. 
Large Meeting Room - $100.00
 Includes tables and chairs for up to 30.  A portable projector (laptop not included) 
with screen are available. 
Small Meeting Room - $50.00
 Perfect for intimate meetings, our small meeting room includes tables and chairs 
for up to 8. Portable projector (laptop not included) and screen are available.

For more information on all of our upcoming events like and follow us on Facebook!

1806 East Main Street
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

936.585.1239
New and Used Tires

Sizes: 14 - 20
Flat Tire Repair

Rotation and Balance

Hours
Mon-Fri: 8 am - 6 pm

Sat: 8 am - 3 pm
After hours by 

appointment only

CABRERA TIRE SHOP

936-564-2634
4729 NE Stallings Dr.

Nacogdoches, TX nacogdochestso.com

Wishing Everyone a 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year!

Wishing Everyone a 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year!



Page 24    December 2021

HOPKINS WRECKER - 24 HOUR SERVICE
Nacogdoches - Timpson - Center  

936.564.7722
hopkinswrecker.com

ALLIGATOR ANNIE’S
18475 Hwy 259 - Nacogdoches   

936.559.3242
Septic Systems – Aerobic & Conventional

VIP CLEANERS
The Mandujano Family

4515 North Street, Suite 1 - Nacogdoches 
936.205.5910

CASON MONK-METCALF FUNERAL DIRECTORS
5400 North Street - Nacogdoches 75965 

936.564.7333
Our family serving your family since 1893

APPLEBY SAND MERCANTILE CAFE´
Southernly Delicious Prepped Meals

6530 FM 2609 - Nacogdoches 
936.559.5151 - asmpreppedmeals.com

EAST TEXAS HYDRAULICS & AUTO
Troy Reed

1725 S. University Dr. - Nacogdoches 
936.569.9632 - 936.569.2692

ARLIS W. HIBBARD, M.D.
Ear, Nose and Throat

409 Russell Blvd. - Suite E, Nacogdoches 
936.560.2595

BUTCHER BOY’S
“Named Best Burger in Texas!”
603 North St. - Nacogdoches 

936.560.1137 - butcherboysnac.net

DECADES VENDOR MALL/DECADES DOWNTOWN
422 North St. / 412 E. Main St.

 Nacogdoches
 936.205.3272 - 936.205.3121

FASTLUBE
Donald and Michelle Nichols

2013 C North St. - Nacogdoches
936.569.6911

LEHMANN EYE CENTER
5300  North Street - Nacogdoches

936.569.8278
LehmannEyeCenter.com

DERBY’S MACHINE SHOP, INC.
Mary Ann Derby - Owner

711 SE Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches 75964 
936.569.8595

DISCOUNT ROOFERS
Carl Singleton - Owner

2410 SE Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches 75961
936-554-9100

JOHNSON FURNITURE
106 E Main Street - Nacogdoches 75961

936.564.6471
shopjohnson.com

EASTEX GLASS & MIRROR
Michael Kenney - President/Manager

3102 South Street - Nacogdoches 75961
936.569.8284 • 800.657.2425

INFINITY CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
 14618 US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches

936.560.2188
icuph.com - FB @infinitycommercialtx

G & G LOCK & SAFE
David & Susan Gallager

916 Park St. - Nacogdoches 
936.564.1893 - gglocksafe.com

GRACE HANDLER - FARMERS INS. AGENT
1329 N. Univ. Dr., Suite E6 - Nacogdoches 
936.564.0284 • 569.7822 • Cell 552.6018

ehandler@farmersagent.com

A-1 QUALITY AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
Servicing All Makes/Models Since 1985!

6400 Franklin Dr. - Nacogdoches
Robert Martin - 936.569.1828

BOLES FEED CO., INC.
913 South St. - Nacogdoches

936.564.2671
101 Porter St. - Center - 936.598.3061

HERMAN POWER TIRE
Greg & Frank Power

222 South St. - Nacogdoches
936.564.8751 - hermanpowertire.com

ANGELINA MANUFACTURED HOUSING 
& RV TRAVEL CENTER

3907 N. Medford Drive - Lufkin
936.632.8414 - 1800.324.0569

MAGNOLIA COURT
5902 North St. - Nacogdoches 75965

936.569.6227
magnoliacourtassistedliving.com

MARTIN KENNEL
512 CR 217 - Nacogdoches

148 CR 3734 - Center
936.560.3643

THE ARBOR
3002 Westward Dr. - Nacogdoches 75964

936.560.1272
www.TheArbor-al.com

CLYDE PARTIN MONUMENT CO. - CUSHING
869 Cypress Ave. - Cushing 75760

936-326-4766
www.partinmonument.com

CLYDE PARTIN MONUMENT CO. - LUFKIN
2120 N. Raguet St. - Lufkin 75904

936-225-3596
www.partinmonument.com

KYLE BRASHER INSURANCE
212 South Street - Nacogdoches

936.305.5160
kyle@kylebrasherinsurance.com

B & S GUTTER
Call Bubba Phillips

936.556.0274
“Your honest fulltime gutter company!”

COMPLETE AG SERVICES
Call Sam Sharp - 936.556.0116
or Clay Jones - 936.554.8892

For all your Ag Needs!

DOCHES CREDIT UNION
Nacogdoches - Center - Hemphill

Toll Free: 1.800.424.2786
www.dochescu.com

CARNEY REAL ESTATE
3001 North St. - Nacogdoches

936.569.0193
CarneyRealty.com - SheilaDianCarney.com 

LAIRD FUNERAL HOME
2166 South Street - Nacogdoches, TX

936.569.1366
lairdfh.net

MANGUM FUNERAL HOME
420 San Augustine St - Center, TX

936.598.3341
mangumfuneralhome.com

GARRISON FUNERAL HOME
886 U.S. Highway 59
Garrison, TX 75946

936.347.2260

DICKIE ALLEN FUNERAL HOME
989 7th St. - Cushing 75760

936-326-4531
www.allenfuneralservice.com 

From Our 
 Around the Town 
  Advertisers!
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MA’S JEWELRY SALES & SERVICE
2423 North St. - Nacogdoches 

936.569.6387
Mas.jewelryshowcase.com

THRALL’S GROCERY, DELI & CAFÉ
7144 E State Hwy 21 - Nacogdoches 75961 

936.564.2131
Facebook.com/Thrall’s.cafe

NIKKI EVANS-WALLACE – AGENT
State Farm Insurance

332 N. University Drive - Nacogdoches
936.560.4600 - nikkiwallace.com

RED HOUSE WINERY
108 E. Pilar St. - Nacogdoches

OLD TOWN GENERATOR SERVICES
936.615.7857 - Jacob Willoughby, Owner

SUBURBAN SELF STORAGE
9562 US 259 - Nacogdoches 

Phone 936.564.3606 • Text 936.552.1983
www.suburbanselfstorage.us

STRINGERS-LUFKIN BBQ
203 Chestnut St. - Lufkin 75901 

936.634.4744
www.lufkinbbq.com

WINDHILL APARTMENTS
1324 Pruitt Hill Drive - Nacogdoches

936.560.1771
Happy Holidays from the Windhill Staff!

MIKE PERRY CHEVROLET
101 W. Main St. - San Augustine, TX

936.275.3421
mikeperrychevy.com

MILFORD’S BARBER SHOP
“An East Texas Tradition”

110 N. Church St. - Nacogdoches
936.560.1889

PERRY PROPANE, LLC
6500 Franklin Dr. - Nacogdoches

Jacob Perry - 936.564.8448
perrypropane.com

R&K DISTRIBUTORS INC.
6821 North St. - Nacogdoches

936.569.8243 - rkdistributors.com
facebook: R&K Distributors, Inc.

G&S PROMOTIONS
Phone: 918.659.2201

Email: gnshpr1@aol.com
http://gandsgunshows.com/

WESTERN PINES RV PARK
5001 NW Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches

936.645.6352
westernpinesrvpark@yahoo.com

PIKE SAW & TOOL
Billy Perry

2502 NW Stallings Dr. - Nacogdoches
936.564.3579 - pikesawandtool.com

McWILLIAMS & SON HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
7642 US-59, Diboll, TX 75941

936.220.1811 - www.mcwilliamsandson.com
We’re Not Comfortable Until You Are

STEVE AND SARAH TRAYLOR
TexasFirst Life and Health

936.556.3275
Steve@texasfirsthealth.com

XTREME PAINT & GRAPHICS
7515 North Street - Nacogdoches 75965

936.560.5888 - Fx: 936.560.5876
www.xtremegraphics.net

OLD TOWN GENERATOR SERVICE
108 E. Hospital St. - Nacogdoches, TX

Jacob Willoughby - 936.615.7857
oldtowngeneratorservice.com

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

Judy and I have enjoyed representing the conservative values of the people of East Texas 
throughout the past year. We wish you and your family a Texas-sized Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! We look forward to serving you in 2022. 
With Love, Judy and Travis Clardy

Merry Christmas Happy New Year&

“For unto you is born 
this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.” 
     Luke 2:11
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In the 
Loop. . .
Expo 
Center in 
Lufkin
with Burt Hairgrove
Executive Director, 
George H. Henderson, Jr. Expo Center
Lufkin, Texas

Greetings from the Expo!

 December is here and we could not be happier. This is absolutely one of my favorite 
parts of the year. Cooler weather, Christmas vacation, time to travel and see friends and 
family are some of the things I look forward to each year. We also enjoy a little bit of 
slowdown here at the Expo. The break in the calendar gives us some time to regroup and 
reset our facility that has seen lots of action since early August.
 One of the longstanding events that has been held here since the Expo was built in 
1984 is “Evening in Old Bethlehem” hosted by First United Methodist Church of Lufkin. 
This elaborate event is a recreation of the city of Bethlehem during the time of Jesus’ 
birth. The arena floor is transformed into city streets of the time complete with animals, 
craftsmen, merchants and citizens. The living Nativity is a good reminder of why we 
celebrate Christmas. Over 4,000 people attend. Make plans to come out on December 
10th and 11th. Call (936) 639-3141 for more details.

 Merry Christmas

As always,
See you at the Expo!
Burt Hairgrove, Executive Director 

CALL
DR. GREGORY TATE

TODAY!

Oral & Facial Surgery
Group of East Texas

Monday-Thursday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Friday
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

• Dental Implants-One Step Smile
• Lip Filler/Botox
• Wisdom Teeth
• Emergency Services
• Pathology

704 Largent Street • Lufkin • 936-632-4444 • eastexoralfacial.com
508 Russell Blvd • Nacogdoches • 936-569-1111

ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE
Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Fair Housing Opportunities
Positively impacting

the quality of life
for all residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 598-3210 • Fax (936) 598-4716
548 Hwy. 7 E. • Center, Texas 75935

Bob’sBob’s

Pawn & GunPawn & Gun

Ammo
Guns

905 Hurst St. • Center
936.598.9014

Check us out on Facebook!

Mon-Fri 9-5
Sat 9-1

We buy
GOLDGOLD

Layaway
• 10% down
• 10% monthly

for
• 10 months 

VIP Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry

Family owned and operated

4515 North Street, Ste. 1 (by Thumpers)
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965 • 936-205-5910

L-R: Jesse Mandujano, Adán Mandujano, Misty Mandujano, 
Joseph Stevens, Adán Madujano, Jr.

Merry Christmas, y’all!Merry Christmas, y’all!
It’s a busy time of year, and 
to make your lives easier we 
are offering our wash n’ fold 
service for $1.50 a pound.

936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!

VFW POST #3893

VFW DANCE
Every Saturday Night!

7 pm - 11 pm
$10.00 Admission

Cash Bar 
2406 Hunter Rd.

Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.9670

Open to the public - No membership required!
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Alto and 
Cushing

1-800-958-5870

Clyde Partin
Monument Company
1-800-327-5940
www.partinmonument.com

Lufkin Office
2120 N. Raguet St • 936.225.3596

CLYDE PARTIN 
MONUMENT COMPANY

SERVING EAST TEXAS SINCE 1934 

Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available

Hunter Perry
ofc.936.275.3421
fax 936.275.2194

buntp@sbcglobal.net

Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

EXCELLENT RATES!!
Suburban Self Storage

9562 US Hwy 259
3 Miles North of Medical Center

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

Counting Our East 
Texas Blessings
by Travis Clardy, Texas State Representative, District 11

 Tis the Season! Yes indeed for the 
Holidays, but also for the next round of political 
campaigns. So before your Christmas cards get 
mixed in with the campaign mailers, I thought 
it would be nice to introduce myself, reflect 
on my time serving Texas House District 11, 
and most importantly, wish all of you and your 
families the merriest and happiest of Yuletides 
and new beginnings!
 I am Travis Clardy, husband of Judy, 
father of Blake, Gus, Luke and John, grandad 
to Liam, Jackson, Nolan and Henry (2 more 
on the way!) and your State Representative 
currently serving Nacogdoches, Rusk, and 
Cherokee counties. Following redistricting, 
HD11 will be adding Panola, Shelby, Sabine, 
and Newton counties, but regrettably losing
Cherokee to another district.
 Throughout my time in the Legislature, it’s been my mission to promote and 
protect the East Texas values that live within all of us –- traditional families, the 
sanctity of human life, Second Amendment rights, and common-sense education in 

our public schools. While Washington tries 
to undermine capitalism and neglect our 
borders, the Texas Legislature has fought 
back by cutting taxes, reducing regulations 
on small businesses, and committing over $3 
billion dollars to defend the Texas Border. 
And while there’s always more work to be 
done, I’m proud of what we’ve been able to 
accomplish during my time in office.
 Living and raising a family - first in 
Center then later in Nacogdoches - I’ve 
gained an appreciation, love and respect for 

            East Texas and those blessed to call it home.
Active in our communities, professions, and our church, we have developed a deep 
and abiding understanding of our shared conservative values and the common 
sense of purpose that can only come from faith in God and devotion to our Nation.
Whether practicing law in our Texas courts, serving as President of the Shelby and 
Nacogdoches Bar Associations, as a Paul Harris Fellow in Rotary Club, or member 
of the Chamber of Commerce and Leadership graduate, and especially as a Cub and 
Scoutmaster, Little League coach and Sunday school teacher, the knowledge and 
experience I’ve gained has equipped me with a deep understanding of East Texas 
and her people, and prepared me to be an effective and successful advocate for you 
in the Texas Legislature.
 Running for re-election is not a 
decision that Judy and I make lightly, but 
we wholeheartedly believe we have more to 
give. Our schools must be better prepared 
to educate our children for new challenges, 
we must protect and preserve our history 
and heritage, and we must continue to 
push back against the heavy hand of a 
federal government when it assaults our 
Constitutional rights as independent and 
free citizens or threatens our economy and 
way of life.
 I will continue to speak on the issues 
that face us throughout the campaign, but as 
the Holiday season begins, I hope everyone 
will take a moment to reflect on how truly 
blessed we are to live, work, and worship 
in a place as special as East Texas. I am 
honored to represent you and to earn your 
vote in the Republican primary and general 
elections next year.

Travis Clardy , Texas State 
Representative, District 11

Travis addressing the Pinelands 
Service Club.

Travis aand Judy filing for re-election 
with the Texas GOP.
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one marksman” honors. In 1939, he re-enlisted again to serve with the 475th 
Infantry, where he would remain until March of 1945.

According to Adams’ son, Boyd Adams of Center, during his military service 
Maurice Adams was also a boxer who reportedly never lost a fight in achieving 
Texas lightweight championships between 1937 and 1939 earning the 
nickname, “The Iron Fist.”  

In August 1943, at the “Quebec Conference,” President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and Allied leaders agreed that an American “Long-Range Penetration Mission” 
was needed behind Japanese lines to destroy enemy supply lines and 
communication while attempting to reopen the much-needed Burma Road. 
President Roosevelt issued a call in 1944 for volunteers for “a dangerous and 
hazardous mission” that was answered by almost 3,000 American soldiers. The 
volunteers came from state-side units, the jungles of Panama and Trinidad, and 
the campaigns of Guadalcanal, New Guinea, and New Georgia. 

In his 2006 story “Rangers Lead The Way” about Adams and the Marauders, 
Larry Hume (Quartermaster, VFW Post 8904, Center, Texas) wrote, “Of those 
who answered the call, Army war correspondent David Richardson, then age 
27, said ‘We were an amazing crew. We had Harvard intellectuals, spit and 
polish West Pointers, tough dead-end kids with criminal records from the Bronx, 
farm boys from out West, Sioux Indians from a reservation, and Japanese 
American interpreters whose families had been incarcerated. We melded well 
with a gung-ho attitude and thought we were special.’”

The Merrill’s Marauders website (marauder.
org/history) reports the unit was officially 
designated as the “5307th Composite 
Unit (Provisional)” under the code name, 
“GALAHAD.” It later became known as 
“Merrill’s Marauders” named after its leader, 
Brigadier General Frank Merrill. The unit 
was formed into six combat teams: 400 per 
team color-coded Red, White, Blue, Green, 
Orange, and Khaki with two teams to a 
Battalion and the remainder forming the 
headquarters and air transport commands.

After extended, intense training operations in 
the secrecy of the jungles of Central India, the 
Marauders began a long march up the Ledo 
Road and over the Himalayan Mountains into 
Burma. No tanks or heavy artillery provided 
support as they covered more than 800 miles
on foot through extraordinarily dense and near-impenetrable jungles.

In five major and 30 minor engagements in the following months, the Marauders

A Salute to our East Texas

VETERANS

Shelby County native and World War 
II Army veteran, Maurice Adams, 
was one of 2,997 members of a unit 
known as Merrill’s Marauders. On 
October 17, 2020,
President Donald Trump signed 
approval for honoring Merrill’s 
Marauders with a Congressional 
Gold Medal. 

Since the American Revolution, 
Congress has commissioned gold 
medals as its
highest appreciation for distinguished 
achievements and contributions. The 
medal was first awarded in 1776 by 
the Second Continental Congress 
to General George Washington. 
Since then, 3,473 of the prestigious 
medals have been awarded and 
only seven since the Vietnam War, 
all posthumously: two for service in 
Somalia, one in Afghanistan, and four
in Iraq.

Following three years of effort by many individuals, recognizing the service 
of Merrill’s Marauders with the medal was approved by the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 2019 and the U.S. Senate in September of this year before 
the President’s recent signing.

Maurice R. Adams, 
born October 26, 1913 
in Shelby County to 
the farming family 
of William Paschael 
(Kinnie) Adams and 
Eva Samford Adams, 
enlisted in the U.S. 
Army at Fort Bliss, 
Texas in 1933 at 19 
and attended Cavalry 
School at Fort Riley, 
Kansas. He re-enlisted 
in 1935 in Battery 
E 7th Field Artillery 
at Fort Ethan Allen, 
Vermont, where he

                   achieved “number 
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Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all U. S. Military Veterans. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches,   
Shelby and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this 
monthly feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a veteran to be    
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.

Maurice Adams - WWII Member of 
Merrill’s Marauders
by Leon Aldridge, Light and Champion

(Originally published in the Center Light and Champion
November 11, 2020. Reprinted by permission.)

Photo courtesy of Boyd Adams.

Corp. Maurice Adams, 475th Infantry Co. 
B. Photo courtesy of Boyd Adams.

Maurice Adams enlisted in the Army in 1933 and attended 
Calvary School. Photo courtesy of Boyd Adams.
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defeated the Japanese 18th Division that vastly outnumbered them. Working to 
the rear of the main Japanese forces, they completely disrupted enemy supply 
and communication lines, ultimately capturing the Myitkyina Airfield, the only all-
weather airfield in Northern Burma.

The capture of Myitkyina following four months of marching and combat in 
the Burma jungles was a feat equaled by no other American force except the 
First Marine Division which, according to marauder.org history, took and held 
Guadalcanal for four months. The Marines at Guadalcanal, however, did not 
have as much uninterrupted jungle fighting service as Merrill’s Marauders. No 
other American forces anywhere had marched as far, fought as continuously, or 
had to display as much endurance as the foot soldiers of Merrill’s Marauders. 
They accomplished the task using pack animals initially to transport equipment 
and supplies. But when many animals did not survive the jungle, they carried 
everything on their backs, often clearing places in the jungle when supplies 
arrived from air drops.

Once they captured Myitkyina, their mission was complete. They took the city 
with about 200 surviving members of the original Marauders present. A week 
later, on August 10, 1944, the 5307th was disbanded with about 130 combat-
effective officers and men of the original 2,997 present. Wounded Marauders, 
many suffering from tropical diseases, exhaustion, and malnutrition, were 
evacuated on makeshift stretchers to hand-cleared landing strips for small Piper 
Cub planes stripped of all equipment except a compass and with room for only 
a pilot and the stretcher.

According to Wikipedia, 
only two remained who 
were never hospitalized 
with wounds or major 
illness. Boyd Adams, 
Maurice’s son, said his 
father was one of those two.

For their accomplishments, 
they were awarded 
the “Distinguished Unit 
Citation” in July 1944, 
which was re-designated 
as the “Presidential Unit 
Citation” in 1966. The 
Marauders also have the 
rare distinction of every  

           member receiving the  
                       “Bronze Star.” 

The Marauders were one of six Army elite special forces in WW II dubbed 
“Rangers” and one of two in the Pacific Theater. According to Wikipedia, Army 
special elite forces have been in existence since the 17th century, but the 
origin of the term “Rangers” dates to 1942 when the “1st Ranger Battalion” 
was sanctioned. Wikipedia also reports the Ranger motto was coined June 6, 
1944. During the assault landing on Dog White sector of Omaha Beach as part 
of the invasion of Normandy, then Brigadier General Norman Cota, assistant 
commanding officer of the 29th Infantry Division, approached Major Max 
Schneider, CO of the 5th Ranger Battalion and asked, “What outfit is this?”
Schneider answered, “5th Rangers, sir.” To this, Cota replied with, “Well, 
(expletive deleted), if you’re Rangers, lead the way.” The Ranger motto, 
“Rangers lead the way,” is attributed to this conversation. 

Although Merrill&’s Marauders were operational for only six months, their legacy 
is honored by the U.S. Army through the modern-day 75th Ranger Regiment, 
which traces its lineage directly to the 5307th Composite Unit. The modem 75th 
Ranger Regiment was activated in 1984 and selected Merrill’s Marauders as 
the unit from which the regiment would draw its lineage.

A 1962 film entitled Merrill’s Marauders,
adapted from the nonfiction book, The 
Marauders, written by Charlton Ogburn, Jr. 
was filmed on location in the Philippines 
and stars acclaimed actor Jeff Chandler 
in his final role as Frank Merrill. Ogburn 
was a communications officer serving with 
Merrill’s Marauders.

A Congressional Gold Medal recommen-
dation for Merrill’s Marauders was intro-
duced in 2016 when 28 Marauders were 
alive. According to Jonnie Melillo Clasen, 
Merrill’s Marauder Liaison Officer and 
daughter of Merrill’s Marauder and Korean 
War veteran Vincent Melillo, “Several more 
Marauders were identified as living since 
then, but many more made their ‘final roll 
call.’ Now only nine remain alive.”

Clasen wrote after the bill’s signing last 
month, “A very special ‘thank you’ to 
Merrill’s Marauders Bob Passanisi, 96, from
New York and Gilbert Howland, 97, from 
New Jersey who have represented the 
5307th Composite Unit Provisional “Merrill’s Marauders” in Congress during 
the past two years. They have made three trips to Washington, D.C., the most 
recent in February 2020 before COVID-19 paralyzed the world. Despite pushing 
100, the two veterans walked the halls of Congress more than three miles a 
day visiting Senators and Representatives. They attended meetings, shook 
hands, handed out business cards and literature, gave interviews and stopped 
to pose for photos with the hundreds of people who wanted to take away a ‘piece 
of them.’” 

Maurice Adams (standing right) in 
an uncredited photo from the book 
“Merrill’s Marauders” by Edward 
Young and illustrated by Adam Hook, 
published by Osprey Publishing in 
2009. Photo courtesy of Boyd Adams.

Boyd Adams of Center, Texas, son of Maurice Adams. 
Photo courtesy of Leon Aldridge.

Clasen said that what happens next is 
patiently waiting for the medal’s awarding. A 
design must be selected before artists and 
engravers from the U.S. mint design and 
create it. One gold medal will be cast, and it 
goes to the Smithsonian. However, bronze 
replicas will be cast and available for purchase 
at an affordable price. A ceremony honoring 
Merrill’s Marauders will be held in Washington, 
D.C. at a future date.

Maurice Adams was honorably discharged in 
Torrance, California, March 28, 1945 after 
serving his country for more than ten years 
and helping “lead the way” for Army Rangers 
to follow. He returned to the place that he 
loved and described in a 1943 Christmas 
letter from Burma published in the (Center) 
Champion newspaper at that time. 

Adams wrote, “I have seen the Davis Mountains, 
the Sacramento, the Mountains of West 
Virginia, the Mountains of Vermont and the 
mountains in India, North Africa and Burma, 
but in the spring when everything is in bloom, 
Shelby County is the most beautiful place I 
have ever seen. It is my home.”

Adams died October 13, 1981, in Shelby 
County where he lived and is buried in the 
Garden of Faith at Oaklawn Memorial Park. 
Family members include a twin sister, Daurice 
Murphy (deceased) of Center; two sons, 
Kinnie Leon Adams of Longview and William 
Boyd Adams of Center; three daughters, 
LaMorris Thompson of Schulenberg, Eva 
Haynie of Katy, and Rebecca Adams 
(deceased) of Center; nieces Melissa McGhen, 
Elizabeth Pate, and Henry Clay; and five 
grandchildren.
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         FIRST
RESPONDERS

“Life is Better Outside,” Says First Responder, 
Game Warden, Randy Stovall

by Terri Lacher, talacher@sbcglobal.net

Randy Stovall was born and raised
in Marshall, Texas. After he 
completed high school, he 
attended University of Texas at 
Arlington, and the University of 
Texas at Tyler, where he received 
his degrees in Criminal Justice, 
with a minor in Psychology. 
Originally, his plans for college 
were pre-med with an emphasis 
in Psychiatry. Life takes funny 
turns, and in Randy’s life, his was 
changed when he came home on a 
visit from college.

“I was fishing on Lake of the Pines
with my girlfriend (who later 
became my wife) when I was 
approached by two game wardens 
who checked my water safety equipment and fishing license. I was 
really blown away by the wardens’ professionalism and the way they 
conducted themselves throughout the contact. After the wardens 
completed their inspections, I knew immediately that was the career I 
wanted to pursue,” Randy said.

Randy then left UT Arlington and transferred to UT Tyler to get a 
Criminal Justice degree. The Texas Parks and Wildlife is one of a 
few agencies who require four year degrees prior to application for a 
game warden position. Because several of Randy’s classes weren’t 
transferable, he basically had to start his academic career all over. 
During this time, though, Randy “was blessed” to do an internship which 
gave him the opportunity to ride with game wardens, and get a better 
idea of what to expect from his future job as a game warden.

Once Randy graduated, he worked as a probation officer while he was 
going through an extensive interview process with the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. He then attended seven months of more training at the Texas 
Game Warden Academy near Hamilton, Texas. After he graduated, he 
was sent to Nacogdoches County where he has continued to work as 
a Texas game warden for the past twelve years. Throughout his career, 
he has had numerous encounters that he has to be not only mentally 
equipped to handle, but must be physically ready to deal with any 
situation that may arise.

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all First Responders. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches, Shelby 
and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this monthly 
feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a First Responder to be 
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.
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“Unlike other areas of law enforcement, most people we deal with are 
carrying firearms. Fortunately we know that in advance. We are trained 
in a variety of different types of defensive tactics that help us stay safe 
while on the job. We are required to complete several hours of continued 
education yearly in firearms, defensive tactics, and ground fighting ( jui 
jitsu ). I believe the best weapon a law officer has is how they treat the 
subjects they are dealing with. I try to treat people the same whether 
they are receiving a verbal warning, a citation, or taking a trip to jail,” 
Randy said.

Growing up in a strong Christian environment helped Randy’s faith to 
stay strong throughout his career as a game warden.

Randy shared, “My faith plays a large part in my life. I have felt God’s 
protection in various situations on the job. It is a humbling feeling 
knowing that I have a large group of family and friends that pray 
diligently for my safety.”

Randy, his wife, Shannon, and their two children have attended Calvary 
Baptist Church for the majority of the time he has been stationed in 
Nacogdoches County. Daughter, Zoey, has just graduated college with 
her accounting degree, and their son, Levi, is in college pursuing a 
degree in Physical Therapy. Shannon and Randy met while in college 
in Arlington. Shannon is originally from Saginaw, Michigan, but “has 
adapted very well to the Pineywoods of East Texas” according to Randy. 
She was prepared for his career choice as a Texas game warden.

“The wife of a Texas Game Warden, I believe, is the backbone of a 
warden’s success. We work extremely long hours during deer season, 
and we are subject to being called out at night throughout the year. 
We often get called out to work natural disasters such as hurricanes 
and floods. Family support is crucial in any line of work pertaining to 
law enforcement. I have a very fun and rewarding job. A young warden 
can get caught up in the action and neglect other aspects of their life. I 
always try to emphasize to younger wardens to always keep family first,” 
Randy said.
Randy has appeared several times over the years on the Animal Planet’s
wildlife law enforcement series, “Lone Star Law.” He is part of the group
of men and women of the Texas Game Wardens who are responsible to 
protect more than a quarter-million square miles of deserts, lakes, piney 
woods, bayous, plains and coast in the second-largest state in the U.S. 
Whether rushing to investigate poaching cases, save flash-flood victims, 

Continued on top of next page
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disrupt illegal smuggling rings, or rescue injured wildlife, the officers are 
always on the go, defending both animals and citizens.

Randy Stovall said he feels he has the best job in the world, and is 
blessed to be able to serve the State of Texas. As a seasonal job, there 
is not much room for boredom. One week he might be on the lake 
checking fishermen and duck hunters, and the next week in the woods 
checking deer camps. There is not a set schedule to their assignments. 
As game wardens, they have days off during the week, so they are 
available on weekends and holidays when the public is out enjoying their 
recreational hobbies. They have multiple opportunities to “educate the 
public about the outdoors” while they are also introducing kids to hunting 
and fishing, who might not otherwise have the chance.

Randy shared, “I have the best office in the world...LIFE IS DEFINITELY 
BETTER OUTSIDE!”

203 S. Chestnut • Lufkin, TX 75901 • www.lufkinbbq.com
(936) 634-4744

SSTRINGER’STRINGER’S

“A Family Tradition Since 1950”

We offer 
Build Your 

Own plates
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OUTSTANDING
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH

Deborah Chadwick - Serving the Citizens of 
Shelby County for Over 30 Years

Terri Lacher, talacher@sbcglobal.net

Whether it is a dash around Shelby County’s businesses while dressed in
heels and business attire, or running in the 5K Chicken Trot in a Poultry 
Festival t-shirt and active wear and running shoes, or sitting down 
comfortably dressed in casual clothes by the side of an early reader at 
Center Elementary School, Deborah Chadwick has been a major part of 
Shelby County for a number of years.

Deborah is married to Center Mayor, David Chadwick, and they will be 
celebrating their thirtieth anniversary this coming year. They have two 
beautiful grown daughters, Caroline and Elizabeth. She has been a business 
owner since 1998 in Shelby County, and a familiar face around town, in 
community activities, and in church.

Like many transplants to Shelby County, Deborah found the Pineywoods 
of East Texas a beautiful and peaceful exchange from the hectic rush and 
bustle of big cities. It didn’t take her long to discover that Shelby County and 
its residents had found their way into her heart.

Deborah was born in Salt Lake City, Utah. She moved to London to live 
with her father while in high school, graduating from the American School 
in London. Returning to the United States, Deborah graduated from 
Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, and then moved to New York 
City where she worked primarily in public relations and advertising for a 
number of years. She had an opportunity to take hotel management training, 
and found she loved being in the hotel business.

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all First Responders. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches, Shelby 
and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this monthly 
feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a First Responder to be 
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.
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To be closer to family, Deborah moved to Nacogdoches, and ended up 
taking a job in 1991 at Shelby Memorial Hospital in Community Relations, 
promoting the physicians and the hospital in the surrounding communities. 
After her daughter Caroline was born in 1994, she continued to work part-
time, until she opened up D Chadwicks, a retail clothing/boutique business, 
in 1998. Over the years, she has also owned and operated The Century 
Shoppe, Teachers’ Warehouse, and a coffee shop, now Deb’s Boutique 
located on the downtown Center Square.

As a small business owner, Deborah discovered one of the more helpful 
things to her was when the local Chamber of Commerce stepped up to help, 
not only to answer questions she may have had, but their promotion of the 
small businesses in the area.

“What helped me the most was truly the importance of just the local and 
community support of each other,” Deborah said. “In business, it showed 
me how much we all needed to work together to help each other so Shelby 
County could continue to grow.

The Shelby County Chamber 
of Commerce did just that for 
Deborah and her businesses. 
This level of support has been 
vital to the success of local 
businesses. In the Chamber’s 
mission statement, it says, 
“The Shelby County Chamber 
of Commerce is organized 
to promote and advance 
economic enrichment and 
development, tourism, and 
the social and civic interest 
of Shelby County and 
adjoining areas.” This has 
been accomplished by the 
many hours of hard work by the large number of dedicated people and local 
business owners through a variety of events and programs.

“I wanted people to support me. Consequently, when I opened up D 
Chadwicks in 1998, I did my very best every year, especially at Christmas 
time, to go to every single retail shop. We need to make sure we buy locally 
what we can, and support those businesses throughout the year,” Deborah 
said. Her enthusiasm and hard work earned her the title of Shelby County’s 
Young Citizen of the Year Award in 2001.

Prior to becoming the President of the Shelby County Chamber of 
Commerce, Deborah was very active in the various programs offered 
through the Chamber, including the Ambassadors, Leadership Shelby 

Continued on top of next page
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County, and Shelby County Junior Chamber of Commerce. She has been 
involved since 1991 in the Poultry Festival Pageant events. As the Chamber 
President, she is quite visible all around the Poultry Festival, from the 
Queen’s Court Pageant, Doo Dah Parade, organizing the vendors, Opening 
Events, entertainment, 5K Chicken Trot, Broiler Show Auction, and many 
other happenings during the three-day event. Her duties have included 
making sure vendors had electricity, and the entertainment ran smoothly. 
She has had an amazing group of volunteers from various businesses 
around town who she has been able to rely on to bring about a successful 
Poultry Festival each year. Before the current festival is over, Deborah is 
already making notes on how to improve on the next year’s events to make it 
a safe, fun festival for all.

The Chamber of Commerce has been doing a great job of supporting new 
businesses. There are more successful young business entrepreneurs than 
ever before, moving forward to not just having a successful business, but 
being a part of the growth in Shelby County, and setting a road map for 
others who may be considering the start up of their own business.

In addition to her duties as a small business owner, Chamber President, 
wife, and mother, Deborah has served for several years on the Board 
of Center Independent School District. She has also given of her time, 
volunteering in the schools whenever she can. She was part of the reading 
program, visiting both Center Elementary School and F. L. Moffett and 
reading to the little ones, prior to the pandemic.

“Education is a passion of mine,” she said.

Being a people person is another passion Deborah shares. From her 
encouragement to young elementary grade-schoolers, helping them to get 
excited about reading, her participation in multiple community and Chamber 
events, and her encouragement of local business owners and young 
entrepreneurs, Deborah’s enthusiasm is catching. Her willingness to listen 
and share in other’s dreams has gone way beyond what we see of her in the 
community. She has truly been a person that has made a difference in the 
lives of the people of Shelby County.

2423 North Street •  Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.6387

SINCE 1989

For All your Jewelry needs, 
including Thin Red Line 

Watches by CITIZEN

Pictured left to right are Tammy Luman, Deborah Chadwick 
and Elena Almaguer.
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com

Dehart Veterinary Services
LOW COST SPAY/NEUTER

& WELLNESS CLINIC
Locations throughout East Texas

Call or Text: (903) 590-7722 or (903) 312-6422
Email: dehartveterinaryservices@yahoo.com

www.dehartvetservices.com
Must have appt. for Spay/Neuter services.

City of Center 
Prepares for the 
Holiday Season
 Center, Texas is gearing up for the holiday season. 
Halloween activities seem to abound this year with 
numerous fall festivals full of candy and costumes to 
celebrate what seemed to be an extended event since 
Halloween fell on Sunday. This was followed with 
even more fall activities as “Boo’s Battle Festival of 
Hope” transformed the Center Square into a one-day 
fall market. Vendors displayed and sold all types of 
hand made good, plants, decorations, entertainment, 
and bounce houses for the kids. This annual fundraising 
event raises funds to assist with cost incurred by Shelby 
County families faced with expenses related to cancer 
treatments.
 The High School flag project covered the city with
American Flags in honor of Veterans Day. This project makes such an impressive 
statement as flags pop up at homes and businesses all over the city. Beautiful crisp 
weather, gentle breezes blowing the flags made a true statement of the patriotism our 
city feels.
 We pause for Thanksgiving, realizing the bounties of life we share. This year 
seemed especially solemn since we missed the opportunity to gather as families last 
year amid the Covid isolation. Family and friends seemed to be just a little more 
important to us than ever before.
 Now, we prepare for Christmas. Downtown merchants kicked the shopping 
season off with a “Mingle and Jingle” open house where merchants began to display 
Christmas merchandise for the first time this season. The orange of fall began to turn 
to red and green of Christmas. This is going to be a tremendous Christmas season for 
the City of Center. The local businesses have stocked their shelves with unique and 
useful items, proving your Christmas wish list can be filled in Shelby County.
 The Chamber of Commerce will host “Taste of the Holidays,” an annual event 
that showcases local food vendors and catering service in Shelby County with holiday 
foods and beverage. This year’s event will be December 2, 2021 at the Windham 
Civic Center. This is always a fun event and a great way to get into the holiday spirit 
with friends and neighbors. Tickets to the event are limited in number so make sure 
tocall soon for reservations.
 This event will be followed with the annual Christmas Parade around the 
recently completed city square. Parade entries are free and open to all. This year’s 
theme is “Christmas Through the Decades.” Stores will be open until parade time 
and entertainment will be on the Courthouse lawn. Businesses will fill the remainder 
of the month with open houses and shopping opportunities, churches will have 
Christmas programs, the local theater will have some holiday themed movies and 
groups will have holiday parties as we make this a memorable season. Christmas will 
be observed on Saturday this year, giving us a lovely long weekend to celebrate with 
family and friends. Take the extra time to enjoy this most holy of seasons.

David Chadwick, Mayor
City of Center

Mayor David Chadwick,
City of Center

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 The Nacogdoches Quilters Guild recently presented quilts 
of valor to these seven gentlemen. They are from left to right: 
Matthew Ivy (Army), Stephen Lee (Marines), Dr. Vyrne Shofner 
(Air Force), Ray Christensen (Navy), Ron Braswell (Air Force), 
Jim Cain (Army) and Jack Murff (Army).
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Thrall’s Grocery & Deli
7144 East State Highway 21

Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936.564.2131

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
and all your old favorites.

(Burgers, Strip Baskets, Salads...and more!)

ARLIS W. HIBBARD, M.D.
ENT Clinic

409 Russell Blvd. - Suite E
Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Phone 936.560.2595

Fax 936.560.5621
Now seeing loss-of-smell 

Covid patients!

Patty Miller   1330 N. University Drive
936.569.7794 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
mustardseedbibles@gmail.com www.mustardseedbibles.com
Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

BIBLES, BOOKS, INSPIRATIONAL GIFTS & MORE . . .

 What’s Happening 
in Shelby County!
by Deborah Chaddwick, Director

  Although this time of year seems to be the busiest of all, Christmas gives 
us the opportunity to pause and reflect on the important things around us. We 
are truly blessed to be living in East Texas. It is a special place. The people 
are genuine and kind and the beauty of the Pineywoods is spectacular. Each 
community offers many things unique and special. Go and explore, especially 
this time of year. Our local merchants have beautiful Christmas windows and lots 
of great gift ideas inside. There are lights and Parades and Open Houses and fun! 
‘Tis the Season to Shop Local!
  Here in Shelby County, we recently held our 1st Annual Jingle and Mingle 
which definitely put me in the Christmas spirit. Our local retail shops stayed open 
until 8:00pm and there was plenty of food, drinks, door prizes, shopping and fun 
fellowship! Make sure to join us next year.
  Our Annual Taste of the Holidays will be December 2nd at the Windham 
Civic Center. Between 4:30 and 7:30pm you can sample delicious food and 
drinks from our local restaurants, caterers and shops. Tickets are $15.00. Our 
Lighted Christmas Parade will be December 4th.
  Spend the day in Center, on December 11th. Start shopping early – many of 
our downtown merchants will be having their Christmas Open Houses all day. 
The Mistletoe Market will be held at the Windham Civic Center from 1:00pm 
until 6:00pm. Vendors from all over will be set up with their holiday merchandise.
  If you really want to make a difference in your community this year, Shop 
Local! Eat Local! Spend Local! You will get better service, it creates new jobs 
and supports our East Texas economy. We all have so much to offer in the way of 
unique and special.
  This Christmas season, may you and your family experience light and 
laughter. Wishing you nothing but the best that this season has to offer and all the 
best for 2022.

NATURALLY LEAN • TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354
936-560-9482

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

BELLE
ROOK

FARMS

No Hormones or 
Antibiotics Ever

Local Honey Available

Sam Sharp

936.305.3346
Clay Jones

HAY – AG LIME
Now offering Full Service on all Makes

of Ag Equipment 

Jennifer Simpson  
Broker

936.462.3550
mjennifersimpson@gmail.com

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226
lsrealty@swbell.net

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739
shudsonpropertysolutions@gmail.com

Ben Sullivan 
Agent

936.2342.0056
btsullivan@live.com

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962
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 Historic San Augustine has several historical markers in their 
downtown area. We introduced one, the Augus Theatre, last month. This 
month we walk across the street to the south side of East Columbia Street 
and we find a monument to Sam Houston in San Augustine. The marker 
reads as follows:

MONUMENT 
CORNER

SAM HOUSTON IN SAN AUGUSTINE
 SAM HOUSTON (MARCH 2, 1793 - JULY 26, 
1863) LEFT HOME IN 1809 AND LIVED AMONG 
THE CHEROKEES. AFTER TWO YEARS HE 
RETURNED TO THE ANGLO WORLD; HE OPENED 
A SCHOOL, FOUGHT THE BRITISH UNDER 
ANDREW JACKSON, AND WAS GOVERNOR OF 
TENNESSEE. AFTER A THREE-WEEK MARRIAGE, 
HOUSTON LEFT THE GOVERNORSHIP AND 
RETURNED TO THE CHEROKEES; THREE YEARS 
LATER, HE CAME TO TEXAS.

 UPON HIS ARRIVAL IN SAN AUGUSTINE, SAM 
HOUSTON OPENED A LEGAL PRACTICE ON THIS 
SITE. FOR THE NEXT THIRTY YEARS HE USED 
“THE REDLANDS” AS A PLACE OF BUSINESS, 
RESIDENCE, OR REFUGE. HOUSTON IS SAID 
TO HAVE RECUPERATED FROM THE BATTLE 
OF SAN JACINTO IN THE HOME OF COLONEL 
PHILLIP SUBLETT, ISSUING HIS REPORT OF THE 
BATTLE FROM SAN AUGUSTINE.

 FOLLOWING HOUSTON’S TERM AS PRESI-
DENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, THE 
PEOPLE OF SAN AUGUSTINE ELECTED HIM 
TO SERVE THEM IN THE TEXAS HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES DURING THE FOURTH AND 
FIFTH CONGRESSES. HOUSTON’S DIVORCE 
FROM ELIZA ALLEN TOOK PLACE IN SAN 
AUGUSTINE IN 1837. HE MARRIED MARGARET 
LEA IN 1840; THOUGH HER HEALTH WOULD NOT 
PERMIT HER TO LIVE IN SAN AUGUSTINE, SHE 
MADE FREQUENT VISITS.

 THE EARLY AND STRONG SUPPORT OF 
THE PEOPLE OF “THE REDLANDS” FOR SAM 
HOUSTON AND HOUSTON’S LOVE FOR THEM IS 
DOCUMENTED IN THE HISTORY AND LORE OF 
SAN AUGUSTINE AND ITS PEOPLE.

(1998)

Megan Whitworth
Marketing & Communications 
Director

 It’s the most wonderful time of year. My lights are up, the holiday tunes are 
playing nightly, and I’m putting the final touches on my Christmas tree. Plus, my 
shopping list is almost complete!
 Share some of your favorite holiday traditions with me at MWhitworth@
LufkinTexas.org. 
 Here at the Chamber, we are also getting into the Christmas spirit. Keep 
reading to see what’s happening at the Chamber this month!
First Friday Luncheon
 Join us for the December First Friday Luncheon, presented by Lufkin Coca-
Cola Bottling Co., and Business Hall of Fame Presentation, presented by Lufkin 
Economic Development Corp., on Friday, Dec. 3 at 12 p.m. at the Crown Colony 
Country Club. We will hear from LEDC Director, Bob Samford as he shares the 
exciting economic development happenings, health of the Lufkin job market, 
prospective new companies, Lufkin Forward progress, and the new Lufkin 
Forward Mayor’s Advisory Team. Save your seat by Thursday, December 2 at 5 
p.m. for a chance to win $100, presented by SERVPRO of Lufkin/S. Nacogdoches 
County. Visit LufkinTexas.org, email RSVP@LufkinTexas.org, or call 936-634-
6644 to RSVP.
Chamber’s Favorite Things
 We’ve compiled a list of our favorite things we know you’ll want to get your 
hands on this holiday season. Whether you’re shopping for family members, 
children, co-workers or friends, these are items you don’t want to miss. Join the 
Chamber for this fun and exciting Women’s Networking Luncheon, presented by 
Regions Bank, on Tuesday, Dec. 7 at 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Crown Colony Country 
Club; get great gift ideas and giveaways. Investors will showcase their hottest 
gift items. Plus, we’ll give some away to a few lucky attendees! To save your
seat, visit LufkinTexas.org, email RSVP@LufkinTexas.org or call 936-634-6644.
Cheers with the Chamber
 Join us for a Cheers with the Chamber on Thursday, December 9 at 5:30 - 7 
p.m. as we celebrate Logan’s Roadhouse and dine on delicious dishes and drinks 
as we network and learn more about the American restaurant. Cheers with the 
Chamber is a great opportunity for networking and building connections within 
the community. It is also a wonderful way for Chamber Investors to showcase 
their business and all that they have to offer. Come out for drinks, door prizes, 
and the chance to grow your business through connections. Don’t forget to bring 
your business cards.
 
 There are events and happenings always going on at the Chamber. To keep 
up with what’s happening, make sure to follow the Chamber on Facebook, 
Instagram and LinkedIn @LufkinChamber. Plus, visit LufkinTexas.org for a 
calendar of events in Angelina County.

Lufkin  Chamber 
Showcases Busy 
December Calendar

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE
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5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 
936.564.6889

Steak Night Thursday 

LIVE MUSIC Friday & 
Saturday Nights! 

News from the  
Nacogdoches County 
Attorney’s Office
Long Time Assistant County 
Attorney Keith Bradford Retires

John Fleming
Nacogdoches County 

Attorney

 It is difficult to measure the impact Keith has had 
on the County. He saved the County many thousands of 
dollars during his time here. He started programs that 
have dramatically improved public safety and even 
made money at the same time. When he was hired in 
2010, the County could not have possibly fathomed its 
good fortune.
 I have never worked with an attorney who made 
better use of their time. The volume of high quality legal 
product coming out of his office was head turning. Let 
me explain.
 Keith combines remarkable intellect and training 
with an incredibly organized mind. His attention to the 
most subtle detail still amazes me. He took our mental 
health commitments in a new direction - streamlining 

the process, creating forms, and otherwise becoming the point person for all legal 
things related to the commitment process. He is well known at Burke (the regional 
mental health provider) and still serves on the Nacogdoches County Rural East Texas 
Health Network Advisory Board. His interests are more akin to a Thomas Jefferson.  
He is a resident expert on a number of subjects - a Jack of All Trades, Master of 
Many. If you need to run electrical or pour 
concrete, call Bradford. Want to be a pilot, 
call Bradford. Need a primer on Harley’s, 
that’s right, call Bradford. And guns, wow, 
can he talk weapons. He served as Fire Chief 
in San Augustine for 13 years. I think he was 
a licensed peace officer at some point, but I 
forget. A week or so after he retired, I realized 
he could write computer programs which 
explained a lot! At some point, he became a go 
to fisherman for sand bass. He is a voracious 
reader and his love of animals, especially 
dogs, is unmatched.  
 With that as a backdrop, I’ll try listing 
some of his more notable achievements at 
the County. I should add he has no idea I’m 
writing this and would likely not approve. He 
wanted no fanfare upon his retirement - no party, no gifts, nothing.  He wanted to 
walk quietly into the sunset as they say. We honored his requests for the most part.  
 He implemented and ran a bond forfeiture program which ultimately led to a Best 
Practices Award from TAC in 2011. The program was groundbreaking in these parts 
and a first of its kind in Nacogdoches County. It has collected over $400,000.00 from 
bonding companies since its inception in 2010. The funds go directly to the general 
budget for the County.  The program helped improve public safety. In addition, he 
became an expert in open meetings and open records. He answered hundreds and 
hundreds of open record requests and implemented the practice of assessing fees to 
the requestor when permitted by statute. When law enforcement needed a dedicated 
computer at the hospital to assist with blood search warrants, Bradford quietly (okay, 
maybe loudly) drafted the right people to make it happen. When the County began 
exploring a mental health court, Bradford was in the trenches with others trying to 
make it viable. Keith was called on to handle the legal obstacles related to an isolated 
case of tuberculosis in the county some time in 2014. When we have a tuberculosis 
outbreak (even just one case), there are many, many legal nuances for the unwary. 
Twice, Bradford has successfully navigated those troubled waters. And certainly there 
haven’t been many Governor warrants applied for and granted for misdemeanors, but 
Bradford did that too.
 The reality is I could go on and on. He’s a quiet trouble shooter who could 
practice law at the highest levels. He chose this County to share his rare, valued 
skills and it made a difference. If you get a chance to thank him, please do. You may 
not recognize him outside of the courthouse, because he’ll likely be on his Harley 
Davidson or taking banjo lessons - but it’s the same person. In keeping with his 
commitment and dedication to the county, he has helped the office during the time 
of transition. He has been more than available to many of us here and   we are 
grateful. Keith, or Dr. Bradford as some in the County call him, 
THANK YOU.   
 Should you or a friend need the assistance of the Nacogdoches County Attorney’s 
Office, please call 936.560.7789 or email jfleming@co.nacogdoches.tx.us”
  
John Fleming
Nacogdoches County Attorney
101 W. Main Street, Room 230
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Phone 936 560 7789
Facsimile 936 560 7809
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 Mark your calendars because it’s almost Christmas time in Downtown        
Nacogdoches! We kick off our 2021 Christmas Events November 12-13th with 
the second annual Merry Christmas Market. Tell all your friends! Downtown is 
the right place to find that perfect gift. Our downtown merchants can’t wait to see 
you this Christmas season!

HOPKINS HOPKINS 
WRECKERWRECKER

24-HOUR SERVICE24-HOUR SERVICE

Nacogdoches
936.564.7722   
Timpson  •  Center

    936.254.9797     936.598.9511
hopkinswrecker.com

San Augustine County 
Chamber of Commerce
611 W. Columbia St. • San Augustine, TX 75972
936-275-3610 • www.sanaugustinetx.com

Brandi Emanis
Executive Director

 Hello Again from 
San Augustine County!
  

  Can you believe this year is almost over? My, how time flies!
  San Augustine County Chamber of Commerce has had a great year getting 
back on track after the 2020 year of not having had several of our annual events.  
We were able to have all of our usual annual events and it all started off with our 
2021 Installation and Awards Gala. Lorei Choate, marketing director of Shelby 
Savings Bank was named President of the San Augustine County Chamber of 
Commerce.
  Next up was our Rodeo that happened in May, and then, with only one week 
away, we had to postpone our rodeo until September due to the excessive rainfall.
  Now if we had gone on and had the rodeo in May it would have been called 
a mud bog or a tractor pull! Ha Ha.  
  So after we got the Rodeo moved to September then it was on to the Civic 
Auction. Our Civic Auction is similar to a Ducks Unlimited Banquet and it is 
always the last Saturday in July. The Civic Auction is a fundraiser that will support 
operations of the San Augustine County Chamber of Commerce throughout the 
year. We have a live and silent auction and bingo and several other games too.  
There is always good food, prizes, and good times at the Civic Auction.
  Ok, now that the Civic Auction is over, it is time to get ready for the Rodeo again.
  The 2021 Rodeo was a great success. We had a lot of cowboys, barrel racers, 
calf ropers, and much more. We hope everyone will come out next year!
  Now moving on from Rodeo, we are already in full swing and geared up 
for our 31st annual Sassafras Festival. We had one of our biggest Sassafras 
Festival’s ever this year! Almost every space around our courthouse square was 
filled. During Sassafras we have so many arts and crafts vendors, a car show 
and shine, photography contest, BBQ Cook-Off, old-fashioned fudge contest, 
pumpkin carving contest, Alzheimer’s walk, a costume contest for the kids and 
pets, and lots and lots for the kiddos to do, such as mechanical bull rides, bungee 
jumping, mule wagon rides, and barrel train ride, to name a few. Be sure to make 
it out next year, it is always the 4th Saturday in October.
  Then to close out our 2021 year, it is the Miss Merry Christmas Pageant.  
We have lots of fun with this as well as all events. The beauty pageant ladies 
will show off their parade floats on December 3rd around the downtown square 
during the Christmas Parade, hosted by San Augustine Main Street, and then on 
Saturday, December 4th the time is here and the ladies will show off their talent 
on the big stage at the Historic Augus Theater in Downtown San Augustine.
  The San Augustine County Chamber of Commerce is looking forward to 
serving all of our members and hopefully, some new members in the upcoming 
2022 year and we are also looking forward to all of our events being even 
bigger and better this coming year! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from 
everyone here at the San Augustine County Chamber of Commerce!

FreeFree

EstimatesEstimates

BROOKSHIRE’SBROOKSHIRE’S
MULCHING &            

LAND CLEARING LLC

Jamie Brookshire
936-615-1818

Mulching
Land Clearing
Roadways
Fencing (Commercial/
Residential)
Tree Thinning
Under Brushing
Storm Cleanup
Fence Rows

PICK UP A FREE  COPY OF 
RECIPES WHEN YOU

PICK UP AROUND THE TOWN
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WINDHILL APARTMENTS
Live Life at the Top

Call us @ 936.560.1771
1324 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
www.windhillapartments.com

Great Satisfaction
Guaranteed!

We Specialize in:
Dangerous Take Downs

Dead Tree Removal
Complete Clean-up

Owner: Emmanuel Jasso
Phone: (936) 225-2630

or (936) 707-9661
www.eandatreeservice.com

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com

INSURED
Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Tree RemovalTree Removal
TrimmingTrimming
Storm DamageStorm Damage
Tree ToppingTree Topping
Lot ClearingLot Clearing
Bush HoggingBush Hogging
Stump GrindingStump Grinding

E&A ProfessionalE&A Professional
Tree ServiceTree Service

Christmas In the 
Cradle of Texas
by Mary Francis Johannessen

 Christmas holiday season begins early in San 
Augustine. November is a time that the Garden 
Club ladies bring out the stored decorations to turn 
the 1927 historic courthouse into the wonderland 
of lights and Christmas decorations.
     The Garden Club members belong to a club 
established in 1948 and they meet monthly, September to May in their historic, 
Pink Lady House. Meetings revolve around their projects, past and present in the 
community. The Club is    the major force behind three huge projects which have 
turned our town into a more historic place to live and visit.
     The Restoration of the 1927 courthouse at a cost of $4.3 million had full 
backing from the club’s fund raising project plus a Grant.
   The Restoration of the 1919 San Augustine County jail, repurposed as a Law 
Enforcement Museum and library also had support of the Garden Club and a 
Grant to complete it at $300,000. A great museum to visit which holds many 
items related to the county’s law enforcement officials serving over the years.
     The third ongoing project is the construction of a $275,000 Sassafras Park, 
playground and walking trail which once again, the club has contributed money 
along with a Grant, towards the completion which opens in December, 2021. 
     The majority of the club’s fund raising is the result of their 4th Annual, 
November dinner and auction. Items such as desserts, holiday decor, other donated 
gifts, plus plants and trees/other related items donated from SFA Arboreturm. The 
complimentary dinner is prepared and served by all the Garden Club members 
prior to the auction.
     The decorations on the historic Courthouse Square bring a large crowd to the 
town on opening night for the lighting of the lights while we all enjoy the month 
of December. This yearly decoration project was started 50 years ago under the 
leadership of so many ladies, too numerous to name.  
    Decorating the square volunteers include Garden Club President, Tammy 
Barbee and all 38 club members and their families. County Sheriff Robert 
Cartwright and Jail Trustees also lend a hand, wrapping all the trees with lights.
     The Lions Club President Mike Marshburn, his club members and The Rotary 
Club President Jonathan Echoles, along with his club members participate. This 
year’s Chair Person, Celia Haley Marshburn has also spent months of preparation 
to make this year a success. 
    A drive over to historic San Augustine, known as The Cradle of Texas, during 
the month of December, will be a delightful time. Other events the weekend of 
December 2-3-4, will be Christmas Market Days in the businesses, Christmas 
Ugly Sweater Contest, Santa Beard Contest and the Annual Lighted Christmas 
Parade and Miss Merry Christmas Pageant.
    It’s certainly going to be a time of lights, music, vendors, 
cookies and wassail. Thanks to The Garden Club, Service 
Clubs, Main Street Project and the Chamber of Commerce.

Mary Frances Johannessen - graduate of San Augustine
High School, Angelina College Nursing School, 
Stephen F.  Austin Nursing School  -  Retired Registered
Nurse with a 40 year career - Ambassador for San 
Augustine since retiring 8 years ago. Member SA 
Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce. Likes traveling 
and family time. 

PIANO TUNING
Professional & Accurate

DAN SMITH
Nacogdoches, Texas

adansmith2001@yahoo.com
(936) 564-8424

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town
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ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

What Do You Think? 
Do Dogs Dream
by Steven Martin, Owner of Martin Kennel

 Whether or not dogs dream isn’t known with scientific certainty, but it sure 
is difficult to imagine that they don’t. We’ve all watched our dogs demonstrate 
behaviors in their sleep that resemble what they do in a fully awake state. 
Paddling legs, whining, growling, wagging tails, chewing jowls, and twitching 
noses inspire us to wonder what our dogs are dreaming about.
 
What we know about dogs and dreams
 While our knowledge on this topic is very limited, the following known 
information helps us believe that dogs do indeed experience dreams. According 
to MIT News, Matthew Wilson, a professor of neuroscience at MIT, and Kenway 
Louie, a graduate student in 2001, have studied the relationships between 
memory, sleep and dreams. They found that when rats were trained to run along 
a circular track for food rewards, their brains created a distinctive firing pattern 
of neurons (brain cells). The researchers repeated the brain monitoring while 
the rats were sleeping. Low and behold, they observed the same signature brain 
activity pattern associated with running whether the rats were awake or asleep. In 
fact, the memories played at approximately the same speed during sleep as when 
the rats were awake.
 
Can we apply this to dogs?
 Can we take what is known about dreaming in rats and humans and apply the 
information to dogs? Wilson believes that we can. “My guess is — unless there 
is something special about rats 
and humans — then cats and dogs 
are doing exactly the same thing,” 
he said, according to USA Today’s 
website.
  It is known that the 
hippocampus, the portion of the 
brain that collects and stores 
memories, is wired much the same 
way in all mammals. According 
to healthday.com, Professor 
Wilson says, “If you compared a 
hippocampus in a rat to a dog; in 
a cat to a human, they contain all 
of the same pieces.” He believes 
that as dogs sleep, images of past 
events replay in their minds, much 
the same way people recall experiences while dreaming.

  In people it is known that most dreams occur during REM (rapid eye 
movement) sleep, according to the National Institutes of Health. Dogs also 
experience periods of REM sleep. Psychology Today’s website says that during 
REM their breathing becomes more irregular and shallow. There may be muscle 
twitching during REM and, when one looks closely, rapid eye movements behind 
closed eyelids can often be observed. It is during REM sleep that behaviors 
thought to be associated with dreaming (legs paddling, twitching, vocalizing, 
etc.) are most commonly observed.
 
What we want to believe about dog dreams
When we observe our dogs as they sleep, it’s just about impossible to imagine 
that they are not dreaming. Just like the rats studied by Wilson and Louie, it 
is tempting to believe that our four-legged best buddies are reenacting their 
recent experiences; playing at the dog park, sniffing in the woods, chewing on a 
treasured bone, and chasing squirrels.
 The National Institutes of Health says that Sigmund Freud theorized that 
dreaming was a “safety valve” for our unconscious desires. Perhaps he is correct, 
and, when our dogs sleep, they dream about catching the neighbor’s pesky cat, 
continuous belly rubs in conjunction with unlimited dog treats, and stealing the 
Thanksgiving turkey from the dining room table. Happy Dreams.
  If you have any questions or concerns, you should always visit or call your 
veterinarian — they are your best resource to ensure the health and well-being of 
your pets.
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Choosing the Right 
Funeral Service: 5 
Steps to Help You 
Get It Right
by Danny Mounger

 There are different ways to approach 
putting together a funeral service. The 
“right” service is the one that honors the life 
of the deceased and provides ease for the 
survivors. When faith is important to the 
family or was important to the deceased, 
that faith is usually reflected in the service. 
The right service fits the budget and does 
not create a financial burden. There are 
many options to consider in putting together 
a funeral, and all of these choices ensure 
that every family is able to have a service 
that is right for them.
 When you find yourself in the role of
decision maker regarding a family member’s
funeral, the steps below can help you
assure the funeral will provide comfort to you
and all of your family members. 

Step #1 Make a List of the People Who You Really Do Want to Please
 The spouse or partner, the children, the parents, sisters and brothers, and 
close life-long friends are all people who are likely to be deeply affected by the 
funeral service. These are the people the service needs to please. In order to plan 
the “right” funeral you will need to know what is important to these people. This 
does not mean everyone needs to or will agree. Nor does it require everyone 
weigh in on every decision. 
 Ask each of these people, “What is the one thing that you would most like to 
see included in the funeral service?” Write these answers down. Ask clarifying 
questions, if needed, in order to be sure you really understand what is most 
important to each of the people you are aiming to “please.” 

Step #2 Consider Your Budget and Make a List of the Questions to Ask the 
Funeral Director
 There is no need to have all the answers or know exactly what you want 
included in the funeral service before the funeral arrangement conference. In 
fact, having your mind completely made up regarding service options might 
mean missed opportunity. No one knows better than the funeral director what 
can be done. 
 It is a good idea to review any insurance policies or other funding that will 
be used to pay for the services you select. The “right” funeral should not create 
a financial hardship for family. Have an idea of what you can spend before you 
meet with the funeral director.

Step #3 At the Arrangement Conference You’ll Decide:
·  The timing of the service

 A funeral service can take place before or after disposition of the body (burial 
or cremation). A funeral service that takes place after the body is either buried 
or cremated is called a memorial service. A memorial service may be selected to 
comply with religion or because it is preferred by the family.
 Family preference is another reason for the funeral to take place after either 
cremation or burial. Today many families live at great distances from each other.  
The positive side of being able to delay service and opt for a memorial service is 
that no one misses out on the benefits of sharing the loss with others in the 
family circle.
 The downside to delaying service and option for a memorial service can be 
the length of time between the death and the healing power of having a service. 
When the time between the death and service stretches into weeks or months it 
can present a hardship for some family members, with some possibly paralyzed 
in moving forward with their grief work. 

·  Location of the service
 Funeral services and memorial services may take place entirely at the funeral 
home. Funeral homes are clean, company ready, and have ample parking. Most 
have equipment on hand to support any kind of service. Formal, informal, 
religious, celebration of life, and memorial services can be accommodated at a 
funeral home.

·  Tone and content of the funeral service
 People are all multi-faceted. Sometimes they are serious, sometimes 
thoughtful and at times these same folks are playful. A funeral service may 

Danny Mounger and his wife, 
Shannon, own and operate Laird 
Funeral Home in Nacogdoches, 
Taylor Funeral Home in Timpson, 
Mangum Funeral Home in Center 
and Corrigan Funeral Home.

include these same changes in mood. There may be formal serious moments 
followed by less formal moments of sharing memories. Funerals almost always 
include both laughter and tears. 

Step #4 Include Family Members in the Planning of the Service
 When you return from the arrangement conference with your funeral director, 
you will have a list of decisions to make and things to do. Look at your list of 
core people. Who can help? Many of the tasks that come with putting together 
a funeral not only serve the purpose of getting the funeral right, they also help 
those close to begin a healthy grieving process.  Ask for help and delegate tasks. 
Some things that fall into this category include:

·   Writing the obituary
· Writing and/or delivering the Eulogy
·  Selecting music
·  Putting together objects for a memory table or display

 When you delegate any of these tasks be sure that you share the parameters. 
What exactly do you need and what are the limits? Be sure the person you are 
placing in charge has all the information that they need to do the job correctly.
 Remember you are working with people who also loved the person who 
died. Allow them to express their loss in their way. Understand they will choose 
differently than you would. Give them the gift of being allowed to participate in 
putting together a final tribute for the one you all loved.

Step #5 Review Your Plan
 Before the day of the service take a moment to review what has been planned. 
Take a look at the first list you made. The one where each of your key people told 
you what was most important to them. Be sure the service you have arranged is 
“right” for you and your family. Funerals should be helpful and healing. Make 
sure what you have planned is what you and your family want and need.
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Texas Music Artist 
Releases “The 
Christmas Album”
by Ginny Foley (Margin Promo)

 Randy C Moore, a Texas Music Artist from Lufkin has a new holiday 
music collection available simply known as The Christmas Album (available 
on iTunes, Randy C Moore, The Christmas Album and on Compact Disk at 
https//:randycmoore.com/store). Moore as some may recall, is a music veteran 
whose performances on The Grand Ole Opry, TNN, NBC’s Star Search and tours 
in the U.S. and abroad have made him an “in demand” music artist on the Texas 
music scene. 
 As a song composer he’s had songs by Ronnie Milsap, Vince Gill, and Carl 
Perkins. His latest studio recording effort is “The Christmas Album” collection 
of beautifully arranged classic holiday songs and featuring five brand new 
original Christmas songs. Randy’s opening track is a new song penned by Hall 
of Fame Songwriter, Roger Cook and John Goodwin entitled, “All I Want for 
Christmas is Peace.” Many may remember that Cook was the composer behind 
the world acclaimed and Coca-Cola holiday tune, “I’d Like to Teach the World 
to Sing.” “Peace” is followed by a trio of Nativity inspired songs including a 
Bo-Diddley-ish arrangement of “The Little Drummer Boy,” a new Randy C 
Moore co-composed song, “Born in A Barn,” and “Stille Nacht, Silent Night” a 
German and English rendered hybrid of Franz Grubers timeless classic. Randy 
follows this amazing trio of songs with another wish for peace on Earth as he 
turns Longfellow’s “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” into a vintage rock-
n-soul classic ballad. After that, Moore lightens the mood a little by telling us 
he believes there is in fact a Santa Clause with, “There Ain’t No Santa Clause.” 
Following the Santa original is another new composition that tells a soldier’s 
plight of wanting to get back home for Christmas, “I’ll be Home Next Year.” 
The Christmas Album then features two more original tracks, “Is This All that 
Christmas Means” and “Christmas Day in Memphis” plus another enduring 
classic, “Silver Bells.” Randy C Moore’s The Christmas Album is a timeless 
collection that can be enjoyed each year during the holiday season.
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Christmas Under the 
Six Flags Over Texas
by Tweed Scott

 The oldest holiday celebrated in Texas 
is Christmas. As Texas grew under each 
of the six flags, each nation brought their 
own customs and traditions for celebrating 
Christmas. You would be hard pressed to 
name another holiday that enjoys as many 
traditions as Christmas. With the season 
upon us again it’s only fitting to look at 
some of these customs, where they come 
from and who was responsible for them.

Spain 1519-1685: The Spaniards came to 
Texas in 1519 and brought Catholicism and 
Christmas with them. The first indication 
of a celebration by the Spaniards came in 
1599. They held a Christmas pageant near 
present day El Paso. It included roles for 
men and women and some of the local Indians. It is believed, the tradition of the 
piñata dates back to this period. The paper mache figure is filled with candy and 
small toys. A blindfolded player tries to break the piñata with a stick so that the 
treasures spill out. This exciting tradition continues to this day.  
 
France 1685-1690:  Although France ruled Texas for only five years, it left its 
mark on Texas’ Christmas traditions. Also strongly rooted in the Catholic religion, 
the French brought the celebration of Epiphany into the holiday. Epiphany was 
also known as the Twelfth Day. It takes place the twelfth day after Christmas 
(January 6th) and is symbolic of the time when the Three Wise Men bestowed 
their gifts on the baby Jesus. Although France ruled a short time, the heaviest 
French influence would come about 150 years later during the Texas Republic 
period. The French opened the French Legation in Austin for their diplomats. 
Christmas as it was in 1841 is celebrated there each year with traditional dress 
and customs. The French version of Santa Claus, Pere Noel, always makes an 
appearance.  
   The French also liked Christmas trees. The early Texans would decorate 
them with assorted cookies. It is thought they were to symbolize communion 
wafers. If Christmas was being celebrated, you could count on seeing a “crèche” 
nearby. That is the French version of the Nativity scene. How can you mention 
the French and not mention food? During the yuletide season, they would bake a 
chocolate cake and then roll it up to look like a Yule Log.

Spain 1690-1821:  For the next 131 years, Spain ruled Texas. It was during 
this period that all the great and ornate missions were built. The priests worked 
tirelessly to convert the Native Americans to Catholicism. It was common for 
the priests to put on pageants, festivals and a great feast at Christmas to show 
the Indians the benefits of the church. San Antonio seemed to be particularly 
active in this regard. About 1731, a group of settlers came to the town from the 
Canary Islands. They brought a custom they called, “Las Posadas.” It means 
“The Inns.” The custom plays itself out as a group of families go from house to 
house singing Christmas carols. At each house they get turned away until, finally, 
they are invited in and pray at a nacimiento—the Spanish Nativity scene. Shortly 
afterward, a party breaks out.
   At about the same time America was declaring its independence from 
England, another tradition took root, again, in San Antonio. A play called “Los 
Pastores” (The Shepards) was performed. It is still performed each year at the 
Mission San Jose where it was first performed in the 16th century. This play 
portrays the story of the shepards as they try to make their way to Bethlehem. 
   Another custom that grew out of the 1700’s was the Spanish “luminaries.” 
The Spanish Texans would light a series of small bonfires. It is thought that 
they would symbolize the fires the shepards would build each evening of their 
journey—some even suggest that it could allude to following the light of the 
North Star. With the influx of more Americans into Texas, paper bags came into 
use. This is where the custom of burning a candle inside the sand filled bag came 
into vogue. It is still a popular custom to this day. 

Mexico 1821-1836: By 1821, Mexico had won its independence from Spain and 
in so doing, became the ruler of Texas. Because of its rich and deep heritage with 
the Catholic Church, it became law that no Protestant Churches could be started 
in Texas. Almost all of the new settlers from the United States were protestant. 
Conflict was inevitable. To get around the law, one man went so far as go up to 
Illinois, form a protestant church there and moved it to near present day Bastrop. 
In 1834, they held the first legal Protestant Christmas celebration in Texas.   
    Another Christmas symbol you’ll recognize comes from this time period. The 
American government had its eye on Texas for some time. It sent Joel Poinsett 
to Mexico with the purpose of purchasing Texas for the United States. Why not?  
Jefferson got a deal on the Louisiana Purchase. While in Mexico, he saw flowers 
that the Mexicans called “The Flower of Christmas Eve.” He took some home 

with him. Before long, Poinsettias became popular plants that are synonymous 
with Christmas.
   These were hard times for the settlers that continued to stream into the future 
republic. These, for the most part, were not rich people. They did all they could 
do to coax a subsistence living off the land, cattle or tiny retail establishments. 
There were not many luxuries. It would be a good Christmas if they could find 
eggnog or even fresh milk.
    The Mexicans would enjoy a Christmas meal, which included tamales. 
Tamales have become a tradition especially in Texas and the southwest. The 
cornhusk-covered delight is covering more geography each year. This is also the 
time when the Midnight Mass became popular. 

Republic of Texas 1836-1845:  Up until the Republic of Texas was established, 
Christmas was really focused around the church. Once Texas became a nation, 
it was no longer illegal for Protestants to form churches and celebrate to their 
own liking. This is when more activities away from the church began to surface. 
Balls, dances, hops and square dances were held wherever people gathered. For 
the most part, the people were poor and could not afford much in the way of gifts.  
   While the Republic of Texas took root, people of various ethnic backgrounds 
where moving in—bringing their homegrown customs with them. There were the 
Germans, the Czechs, Irish, Scots, Poles and others—all adding to the tapestry 
of Texas. Although the French used Christmas trees in their observance of the 
holiday, it was the Germans that held the Christmas tree very close to their hearts. 
Although the earliest use of “Christmas trees” goes back to the Druids of England 
(who did not celebrate Christmas), the Germanic people somehow came up with 
a connection between the “Tree of Knowledge” in the Garden of Eden and apple 
trees. Since apple trees are bare during the winter, they used evergreens and put 
apples on them for decorations—later it would be roses—eventually, decorations 
of various types would be used. The trees were often placed on the table. The floor 
to ceiling jobs were strictly an American custom. Ironically, the first artificial 
trees came from Germany, too.
   Gifts given during this time were usually quite practical—scarves, socks        
and other homemade toys or crafts. The United States received a gift during 
the season of 1845. The Lone Star became the 28th star on the flag of an ever-
expanding nation.

Antebellum Texas 1845-1861:  The period of statehood between it’s joining the 
union and the Civil War is known as the Antebellum period of Texas. It was during 
this period when Santa Claus first appears in Texas. The real St. Nicolas lived in 
Turkey during the 4th century. He is reported to have died on December 6th. This 
is the date that many Czech and Polish Texans celebrate his day. Most Americans 
today got their first real look at the jolly old elf through Clement Moore’s famous 
1822 poem, “A Visit From St. Nicolas.” You probably know it better as ‘Twas 
the Night Before Christmas.” In the poem he had eight tiny reindeer. Rudolph, a 
strictly commercial addition, would not show up for about 120 years. By the mid- 
1800s, stockings were hung with care on fireplaces all across Texas (and America 
for that matter). By now, people of all ethnic backgrounds were observing many 
culturally diverse traditions like Yule Logs, popcorn strands, wassail punch, 
mistletoe, and general revelry. The holidays would take on a different light over 
the next five years as Texas became part of the Confederate States of America.

Confederate Texas 1861-1865:  These were extremely tough times in Texas. 
Constant shortages made gift giving and eating, at times, challenging. People out 
of necessity had to be self-sufficient. Many resorted to making their own shoes 
and clothes. They would send what little they could to their family members off 
fighting the war with little guarantee they would ever receive the packages. Wars 
end however; the Civil War was no exception.  

United States 1865-Present:  The Reconstruction period right after the war was 
particularly harsh. Most southerners felt they were being punished for the war. 
Shortages continued as the people tried to reestablish their lives. In time, things 
did get better and Texas flourished.  Christmas cards, an English invention, caught 
on—a tradition we joyfully continue to this day. Christmas seals first appeared in 
1907. The world-famous fruitcake came from a bakery in Corsicana in 1896. It 
was a German recipe and it’s still being made there today. Texans now celebrate 
the holiday according to their own customs and desires.
    If you would like to find out more of how Christmas was celebrated under the 
six flags, you might consider reading, “Texas Christmas As Celebrated Under the 
Six Flags” by Elizabeth Dearing Morgan.  
    I hope you have a wonderfully joyous holiday season. However you choose 
to celebrate, may it be all you hope for. Remember the reason for the season and 
keep Christ in Christmas. Merry Christmas from our home to yours.

“Thank you David D. 
Stallings, for supporting 
and promoting our local 
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Around the Town paper!” 
Steve & Sarah Traylor - 
Texas First Health 
Insurance
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 After experiencing a major defeat at the first “Old Town Paddle Battles” 
pickleball fundraiser this October, to a team from Tyler, who sent young players 
and a coach to our little startup group, swamping us with scores I won’t even 
mention in this article, we knew we had to up our game. The tournament drew 
a crowd of over fifty players and spectators filling the gym with excitment 
and applause for several hours. Eleven teams went head-to-head in a double 
elimination match from 8:00am till around 2:30pm on three courts in the C.L. 
Simon Recreation Center on North St. A fun time was had by all.
 Determined not to be beat again, the Nacogdoches women fought back to 
win first and second place in the “Live 
Well Fall Chill Tournament” held on 
November 6th in Lufkin. Ann Peel 
and Samantha Swanson went on to 
take the gold and Susie Schmidbauer-
Patterson along with Emma Covington 
took silver in women’s doubles. As 
tennis and raquetball players, all four 
have easily transitioned to compete in 
the new sport with skill and finesse. 
Ann and Samantha have been covertly 
practicing on the old courts at Banita 
Creek, sometimes at night, in order 
to keep their talents and strategy 
undercover. It was no easy task, Ann 
said, as the game went three rounds 
for first place with close scores on all 
accounts.
 The fastest growing sport in 
America (about 21% growth in 2020 in spite of Covid) has reached East Texas 
piney woods at a fast pace and has seen growth from six players in March to 
thirty or more this November. Brian Bray and Joy Palmer of The C.L. Simon 
Recreation Center have supported it’s growth in Nac by purchasing equipment 
and temporarily marking off three courts on the gym to be used every weekday 
morning from 9am till noon. Even with three courts, players frequently have to 
wait for a spot to play. It is a game for all ages and skill levels as the youngest 
player is 23 and our oldest is 80.
 Efforts are currently being made to resurface the Banita Creek courts and 
a major fundraiser will begin in Spring to renovate and upgrade Maroney Park 
courts making it a jewel for Nacogdoches where all ages in our fair city can play. 
Nacogdoches, the “Oldest City in Texas,” can and will become a destination for 
the “Newest Sport” in the country as we begin the process.
 Our thanks go out to Cataract, Glaucoma, Cornea, and Retina Center 
Consultants of East Texas; Advanced Chiropractic Center; G-ink; Cal-Tex 
Lumber; The Mustard Seed Christian Book Store; Nacogdoches Physical 
Excellence Center; Rocking D Driveways; Herman Power Tire; and Axley and 
Rode LLC for their support in helping raise around three thousand dollars for our 
tournament and assist in upgrading the courts at Banita and Maroney Parks.
 Come join the fun. Don’t know how to play?? Let us teach you. There is 
always someone willing to take time.

Nacogdoches Takes 
GoldGold and SilverSilver
by Robert McCandless
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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Kissin’ Kuzzins
by Hershel Dixon

 (1) The Angelina County Genealogical Society will host its Christmas 
dinner and Impromptu Auction at 2 pm on Monday, December  13, 2021 at 
1128 Sayers Street in the house recently purchased by Sarah Quintanilla, 
which she is going to renovate and run as an Air BnB. President Dickie 
Dixon will cook a brisket, and members and guests will bring sides and 
desserts. For more information. Contact Dickie Dixon at (936) 671-1419 
or dixonhershel51@gmail.com. 
(2) All of us are mourning the passing of Lufkin resident and ACGS 
member Cecelia Redd Parrish on November 1st and Deneice Ronell 
Gerald from Buna.
(3) ACGS will host three events in 2022: the Angelina County African-
American Genealogy/History Conference the second week of February, 
the Angelina County Texas History Conference the second week of April 
and the Angelina County Genealogy Conference the second week of June.
(4) First time author and Huxley native Charlotte Corbell Ingle received 
her first copy of her new book this month.
(5) Authors Jamie Carter Bollich, Minette Bryant, and Charlotte Corbell 
Ingle will be on hand Friday, December 3, 2022 for the Lighting of the 
Courthouse Christmas Lights in Woodville, Texas. They will “man” a 
booth in Emporium on the Square.
(6) Area authors Karen Howell Norton of Lufkin and Marilyn Whitehead 
Peveto will discuss, sell, and sign their books from 10 am to 1 pm on 
Saturday, December 4, 2021 at the Allan Shivers Library and Museum on 
302 North Charlton in Woodville. Texas. For more information, contact 
Assistant Head Director/Librarian Carolyn Williams at (409) 283-3709 or 
ashivers.library@yahoo.com.
(7) The Huntington Heritage and Genealogical Society is hosting 
“An Evening With the Ivys” on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at 6 p.m. 
at the Huntington Housing Authority office on 5419 Walnut Avenue in 
Huntington, Texas. Huntington native Ted Ivy and his wife Barbara will 
discuss events in their lives. A full meal will be served at no charge. For more 
information, contact Pam Hooton at (936) 635-3306 or pamelahooton@
gmail.com
(8) Former Nacogdoches resident and session guitarist Spence Peppard 
and country singer Jason Crabb will perform at their first concert together 
from 6-7:30 p.m  on Tuesday, December 14, 2021 in Lufkin, Texas at
the Pitser Garrison Civic Center. Tickets are $25 per person; call 
(936) 615-3416.

To submit an item to this column email it to dixonhershel51@gmail.com 
by phone to (936) 671-1419 or by mail to Kissin’ Kuzzins P. O. Box 151001 
Lufkin Texas 75915-1001. For a book review mail a complimentary copy 
to the address just listed.

Around the Town
is a proud member of the

 It was a routine Sunday for Helen Kimmey as she went to hang out at Stewart 
Drug in Huntington on December 7, 1941. According to Gene Stewart, grandson 
of the owner of Stewart Drug, she was standing by the heater in the restaurant, 
when she heard the fateful news: Pearl Harbor had 
been bombed earlier that morning. When she heard 
it, she exclaimed: “My brother probably got killed.”
     And she was right. Doyle Kimmey, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wood Kimmey, had died in the Japanese 
attack at Hickam Field. Doyle had entered the Army 
Air Corps in 1936 and had served in Hawaii and 
the USA. He had been awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross, the Presidential Citation, the Army 
Air Corps Citation and the State Citation.
     Tragic as that was, it was the second time in a 
matter of weeks that Helen and her parents had lost 
a brother and son. Edwin, Doyle’s brother, who had 

entered the Army Air Corps
one year before Doyle in
1935, had been killed acci-
dentally near Austin, Texas.
       So, Helen and her parents, like so many other
families who had sons and daughters who have served 
in the military, suffered the consequences of that service.
          Doyle Kimmey, who had attended Huntington
High School, will go down as Angelina County’s 
first World War Two casualty.
       Never forget: all gave some, some gave all!!!! 
So that you and I can remain free!!!
       Helen Kimmey married Dorman Forrest, 

         and they had two children, Steve and Patti.
                       Next month in “A Little Bit of History”: Camille 
Townsend tells the story of her family’s special trip to Washington, D. C.

Freedom Always 
Comes at a Price
by Hershel “Dickie” Dixon

 Born in Lufkin, Texas to Hershel and Kathleen 
(Hinson) Dixon, Dickie Dixon is a sixth generation 
with very strong roots in other parts of East Texas, 
too.  On his father’s side, his ancestors, the Fenleys, 
arrived in what is now Angelina County, and he died 
about a year later in what is called the Cordova 
Rebellion, an event whereby Dickie’s great-great-
great grandmother gained an interest in the Old Stone 
Fort (or House). None of his family lines arrived in 
Angelina County later than the 1880s, and one of 
them, Stanislaw John Pauszek (later anglicized to 
Poskey) was a Polish immigrant.
      Later in life, he studied history at SFASU, 
serving as a graduate assistant and grader to Dr. 
Archie P. McDonald, and he has spoken a few times 
at the    historical organization over which McDonald was in charge.  In 2016, Carolyn 
Erickson gave him permission to assume the editorship of her column, which he has 
sent on a weekly basis to a number of newspapers.
      Being very curious, he is interested in all types of history, and I hope I can whet 
your appetite for history in the future.

A Little Bit of History... 

Doyle Kimmey, brother of 
Helen Kimmey, Angelina 
County’s first World War II 
casualty.

Edwin Kimmey, brother of 
Helen Kimmey.

We are a 
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