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 Any way you go, a trip through the Pineywoods of East Texas is an enjoy-
able one. Between the thick  woods, the wildflower-dotted landscapes, and sparse 
traffic with the occasional logging truck, you get that relaxed, laid-back feeling of 
stepping back in time, just for a moment. 
 When you come into the small towns and make your way down Main Street, 
you see the normal amount of residents bustling around, some visiting outside 
the Courthouse, some stopping at the grocery to pick up some milk, others gath-
ering around the Square, visiting with friends on the nearly vacant sidewalk. As 
you take it all in, looking at the neatly manicured lawns, the flags flying at the 
post office, and the lunch crowd gathering at the local eatery, it is hard to imag-
ine that sixteen years ago on February 1, 2003, all this peaceful, Mayberry-like 
atmosphere would be shattered as the space shuttle Columbia exploded overhead 
upon re-entry across the early morning sky in a wide swatch over the entire East 

Texas area, including Na-
cogdoches, Angelina, San 
Augustine, and Shelby    
counties.
 Anyone near the area 
who experienced the ex-
plosion that Saturday 
morning was shocked as 
the realization that a very 
tragic accident had taken 
place hit them. The small 
city of Hemphill and their 
citizens were about to be 
involved in one of the 
largest ground searches in 

 The Branson-like variety show The Oldest Town in Texas Road Show is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. on Saturday, February 9th at the Old Tobacco Warehouse, 
located on the 2nd floor at 111 N. Pecan Street in Nacogdoches.
 The host for the event is Brad Maule, who is a two-time Emmy-nominat-
ed actor now living in beautiful Nacogdoches where he teaches filmmaking for 
the School of Art and acting for the 
School of Theatre at Stephen F. Aus-
tin State University. He performed 
for 22-years as “Dr. Tony Jones” on 
TV’s General Hospital and appeared 
on many other shows, including: 7th 
Heaven, Oprah and Three’s Compa-
ny.  
 The show’s producer/organizer is 
local building contractor, Kim Crisp, 
who also performs as “Camo Elvis.”  
Crisp has presented the show several 
times annually in Nacogdoches, as 
well as in Galveston and other cities 
in Texas.
 Other featured performers are: Candace Joy Wood, Brett and Drew Middle-
brook, Kate Kovar, Abby Powers, Brandon Adkinson, Chad Holt, Courtney and 
Gilbert Burch, Devin Horchem, Cody “‘Lil Elvis” Perez as “‘Lil Johnny Cash,” 
Stephen (guitar & vocals) and Jan Pate (vocals), Jason Kelly (drums), Buddy 
Harpham (bass & drums) and Jacob Barnhill (keyboards & horn). 
 Tickets are priced at $20 for adults, $15 for age 16 and under and are avail-
able at Spring and Prince, 111 N. Pecan St. in Nacogdoches, iTickets.com or 
phone Kim Crisp at 936.371.9101.

Remembering 
Columbia, Sixteen 
Years Later
by Terri Lacher
talacher@sbcglobal.net

Oldest Town in 
Texas Road Show 
Returns to Nac on 
February 9th
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NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

 This winter I took a short trip up to Sedona, 
Arizona with my sweet sister, Linda. I secretly 
went to “cleanse my aura” in the vortex that 
supposedly swirls through the red rock cliffs.  
While I was up there in the clouds (both men-
tally and physically), I noticed the temperature 
was a lot colder than Nacogdoches, but not as 
actually cold as I feel back in East Texas. Yep, 
the difference is in the moisture. Sedona is a 
desert dry cold wind that passes right through 
you, while Nacogdoches wraps a cold, wet
blanket around your body, and even in front of
the fire, the cold doesn’t ever quite go away.
You just start smelling like a wet dog, a cold
wet dog. Sorry dogs, I love you, but…
 Here’s what I’ve done to fight this miserable winter. I went to bed and tried 
not to get up. You may think you can, many a teenager have tried, but you can’t 
sleep your life away. Even when I couldn’t sleep another moment, I kept my 
eyes closed. This quickly turned into the worst dreams I’ve ever had, and in my 
dreams, I was cold. I “slept” under an electric blanket. Electric blankets don’t tru-
ly warm you up, they just slightly toast you. It was like being on the fry warmer at 
McDonalds.  I had little electric heaters blowing circuits all over my house. I was 
constantly getting up and running around looking for the breaker box in the cold.  
I started wearing an old chenille robe, wool socks, and a knit hat…everywhere.  
When I finally had to shower, I faced the water like a firing squad. Shivering, I 
held my head high, peeled off layers of chenille and wool, and slowly walked 
into the almost warm bullets of water. It was as horrible as you think it was. In 
the aftermath, I smelled of soap, but I was still so cold. I ran screaming through 
the house looking for fresh clothes and the hair dryer to break the chill. When 
I finally did venture outside, my grownup son stood leaning against his truck 
shaking his head as he stared at me. It felt like he was judging me against a more 
hardy stock of ancestors. Maybe he had heard my screams for the hair dryer. 
 As far as my “aura” up in Sedona, it was too cold and we couldn’t get a park-
ing spot at the Vortex anyway, so I settled for a mango margarita in an Argentin-
ian Steak House. I mean, it sort of worked. I’m still cold.

Brad Maule is a two-time Emmy 
nominated actor now living in beau-
tiful Nacogdoches where he teaches 
filmmaking for the School of Art and 
acting for the School of Theatre at Ste-
phen F. Austin State University.

My Aura Is Frozen 

by Brad Maule

Good News Only Featured in         
Around The Town

American history, leaving them with the impression that things would never be 
the same in their quiet, peaceful community. And who knew, that the generosity 
and compassion shared by these rural residents would impact not only our nation, 
but people across the world, as they opened their hearts and community to the 
thousands of searchers dedicated to the task of the delicate recovery of precious 
remains of the seven astronauts and over 82,000 pieces of shuttle debris?
 The impact of the Columbia Shuttle, STS 107 hit East Texas in a big way, 
much more in some ways than in any other part of the country simply because 
of the fact that the explosion took place on a normal, quiet Saturday morning. 
Suddenly, our windows rattled. We heard the explosion. Within minutes, debris 
began to rain literally from a clear, blue sky into our own backyards. It felt like 
the end of the world for some. Some thought it was the beginning of a major 
earthquake. Others who felt the shaking and heard the noise thought it might 
have been a natural gas explosion. And even still, others thought perhaps our 
country was under attack.
 Even the Control Center in Houston had no idea what had happened. The Co-
lumbia was returning from a successful mission to land. People from all around 
the United States were listening to the communication between the shuttle and 
NASA. All of a sudden, the communication went blank. Within minutes, the 
media began to broadcast all over the world the breaking news that NASA of-
ficials did not want to hear. The Columbia STS 107’s mission flew successfully 
into space from January 16, 2003 until February 1, 2003, when it exploded upon 
reentry. 
 When tragedy struck, the people of Hemphill rose to the occasion. Those 
who could help in the search volunteered countless hours without complaint or 
thought of themselves. Others prepared meals to feed the “thousands,” and still 
others who were homebound spent time on their knees in prayer for the search 
efforts and for the families of the shuttle crew who would have to begin a new 
chapter of their lives without their loved ones. According to Colonel McArthur, 
“In what was the worst tragedy, we saw it bring out the absolute best in people. 
We will always be grateful for what you have done in our nation’s space           pro-
gram.”   
 Surrounding counties also were flooded with newsmen and television crews 
all trying to capture the moment which would be etched into the hearts of East 
Texas residents forever. Volunteers and rescue workers were dispatched over the 
entire East Texas region to retrieve and catalog debris. Each person who was 
involved in some way during those early weeks were touched deeply in many 
ways, understanding how quickly things can change in our lives.
 As a result, in recognition of the tenth anniversary of the Columbia Space 
Shuttle STS 107’s final flight home, a resolution was passed in the Senate “to 
commemorate the lives of those lost on the Columbia, their bravery, and their 
sacrifice. And to the dedication of those in East Texas, the first responders, who 
worked to recover those heroes and debris of the space shuttle.” 
 A drive down the quiet streets will not reveal the dedication and love of the 
citizens for their country, or the closeness shared by the Hemphill residents or 
other East Texas residents as a result of the Columbia Space Shuttle tragedy. Al-
though sixteen years have passed since that fateful day, the people of Hemphill 
will never be the same. One of the final quotes on the video shown at the Patricia 
Huffman Smith NASA Museum summed it up perfectly. “Who would have ever 
thought it, a little town in East Texas would touch so many hearts?” 
 For further visitor information, you may contact the Patricia Huffman Smith 
NASA Museum museum at 375 Sabine St, Hemphill, TX 75948-9688 (409) 787-
4827 Tuesday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday by reservation only; Adults: $5, 
Students: $3.

COLUMBIA

Misty Cox

 I just want to take a minute to 
thank David D. Stallings and his 
Around the Town paper, and all 
the work he’s put into it.
 As a new business, EAST 
TEXAS CRYO HEALTH SPA, 
advertising is important to us. 
We have been blessed to have 

run ads in his paper, and have gotten more from results 
from it than any big paper, radio station or Google 
site.
 The paper’s also a great source for local news and 
events.  If you’ve not advertisted with Mr. Stallings, 
you’re missing customers!
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 For those of you looking for a great place to find family-friendly, down-
home, good eating, go no further than the Appleby Sand Mercantile Cafe, located 
conveniently at 6530 Fm 2609 in Nacogdoches, Texas. Owned and operated by 
Kevin and Angela Bradford, they have been serving up good food to the com-
munity for seventeen years. Their customer base has become their family and 
friends, so much so that Angela says they receive phone calls from some of them 
when they are unable to make it to the café so Angela won’t worry about them.
 The daily menu changes slightly with specials from the buffet which include 
meatloaf, stuffed peppers, dressing, hamburger steak, and Friday night specials 
of enchiladas and fish, not to mention her “Granny’s famous dumplings.” There 
are also a variety of baskets served up with french fries and cole slaw. For eating 
on the lighter side, there is a salad bar, a veggie bar, and a choice of grilled chick-
en, fish, and shrimp. But, one of the best features about the Appleby Sand Café is 
the made to order prepared meals. These meals meet many different dietary needs 
such as gluten free, sugar-free, and 
low calorie restrictions without 
sacrificing that yummy goodness. 
As Angela says, they taste “South-
ernly Delicious!”
 While taking prepared meals to 
Kevin’s 91 year old mother, Ange-
la wondered what other people did 
who didn’t have a daughter-in-law 
with a restaurant. She said there are 
a lot of people who don’t qualify 
for the Meals-on-Wheels program. 
Another concern was trying to 
meet the changing dietary demands of the community. Many people have turned 
to low carbohydrate diets. While preparing the meals for herself, Angela saw how 
time-consuming it was, and again she wondered how others were dealing with 
this while working as well. With research and “basically running a science lab,” 
Angela learned how to convert the meals they loved over to low-carb. The initial 
orders have now expanded to way beyond Angela’s expectations which keeps her 
quite busy.
 “Over the past sixteen years, we have opened four restaurants, raised great 
kids, fed thousands of people, and most importantly, made a ton of friends. We 
have been so blessed though this journey,” Angela said.
 From the early restaurant days of a small kitchen and four tables, the eat-in 
dining facility will comfortably seat up to 150 people. With Angela’s excellent 
cooking, they have been able to help many other people in their time of need. 
Both are grateful for the community’s support of their business. The Appleby 
Sand Mercantile Café hours are open for a great dining experience Monday 
through Friday from 11:00am to 2:00pm, and offer a special Friday Night Buffet 
from 4:30-8:00pm.

Appleby Sand Café – 
A Place Where Heart 
and Soul Intertwine
by Terri Lacher
talacher@sbcglobal.net

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 You’re invited to stop by Laird Funeral Home in Nacog-
doches and visit with their caring, professional staff. L-R: Jason 
Lott, Caty Martinez, Shannon & Danny Mounger (Owners) and 
Angie King.

HAPPY VALENTINES
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Appleby Sand Mercantile Café 
6530 FM 2609 (Appleby Sand Road) 

Nacogdoches, TX  75965
936.559.5151

Appleby Sand Self-Storage
Nacogdoches-Timpson-Mt. Enterprise

936.615.0901

ASM Prepped Meals
Southernly Delicious

Meals are under 500 Calories
Low-Carb & Gluten Free

Good News Only Featured in         
Around the Town

Spend Your 
Valentines with 
Ragland at Lugnutz

An Americana duo based out of Tahlequah, OK, Sam and Autumn both 
grew up in small towns in Eastern Oklahoma, where they met through 
choir in school. They began traveling and playing music together short-
ly after. The band “Ragland!” was formed in 2015 when they decided to 
combine both of their solo projects into one, later receiving a #1 on the 
Music City Top 40 Chart with their single “Stay Awake,” from their first 
album “Just So You Know.” They are now a touring/working project that 
creates Red Dirt/Americana music. 

Ragland’s style comes from a background of Rock & Roll and Country 
music. Their music is inspired by the events of everyday life and how they 
perceive them. They enjoy making music that is both relatable and inter-
esting to listen to. Ragland has worked with David Percefull and Adam 
Odor out of Yellow DOG Studios out of Wimberely, TX on their previous 
and current projects.

ADVERTISE in 
Around the Town

YOUR FULL COLOR
3” X 5” AD HERE

ONLY $75.00 FOR ONE MONTH
SAVE 20% ON 12-MONTH CONTRACT

ONLY $60.00 PER MONTH
(AD CHANGES PERMISSABLE EACH MONTH AT NO CHARGE)

CONTACT DAVID STALLINGS
936-554-5822

info@AroundTheTown.us 

Around the Town gets the 
word out! I would strongly 

suggest any business 
taking a look at what they 

can do for you!
Ray Perry  –  Mike Perry Motors 
 Nacogdoches

VIP Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry

4515 North Street, Ste. 1
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965

Adan Mandujano
Owner

936-205-5910

This February, fall in LOVE with 

VIP’s Jean Special:
5 or more jeans washed, 

starched, and pressed for only 
$2.99 each everyday!
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 You don’t have to go far to cel-
ebrate your love. The Fredonia Hotel 
has various events and goodies to of-
fer this February starting off with the 
Nacogdoches Annual Wine Swirl, Val-
entine’s day Supper Club, booking a 
stay-in romance package or topping it 
off with our limited time only winter specialty drinks. 
 The seventh annual Nacogdoches Wine Swirl will be taking place February 
9th from 5PM to 9PM in downtown Nacogdoches. This event will include vari-
ous wineries from all over Texas. Booths will be stationed outside of the down-
town shops to help support local business. Your Wine Swirl ticket includes a wine 
glass for sampling, commemorative bag for holding wine bottles and access to 
the event gate. Tickets are for sale at The Fredonia Hotel gift shop located at 200 
N Fredonia Street, Nacogdoches Texas, 75961 for $35. Food will also be avail-
able for purchase from numerous locations including restaurants and food trucks. 
The fun doesn’t stop there! The Fredonia Hotel is proud to announce and host the 
official Wine Swirl after party at Nine Flags bar where “The Nac Pac” Jazz trio 
will be performing afterwards for guests.
 Join us on Valentine’s for our 1st ever Valentine’s day Supper Club! Admis-
sion will be $125 per person and will include champagne, a 6-course fine dining 
meal and great entertainment! The menu will be unlike any other - a specialty 
curated menu by our very own Executive Chef, Doug Atkinson. The event will 
start at 7PM and will have a cocktail attire dress code. 
 After attending the Supper Club take the elevator home to one of our ex-
travagant romance packages room. The romance package is a great in-town or 
even out-of-town getaways. This package will include a bottle of champagne, 
chocolate covered strawberries, (2) $15 breakfast vouchers and a choice between 
a cozy comfort queen or superior suite starting from $189-$369.
 Let’s not forget about making your way to The Nine Flags bar to try out one 
of our limited time only-Winter Specialty drinks! (Ending February 21) These 
seasonal drinks range from subtle, sweet to bold and smooth. At $10 each you 
sure will be wishing that you came sooner for these tasteful desserts in a glass.  
 Winter Specialty Drinks: Peppermint Patty Hot Chocolate, White Christmas,                             
Apple Cider Hot Toddy, Gingerbread Martini.
For more details about these events or The Fredonia Hotel call (936) 564-1234.

Keep Up With the 
Fredonia on Social Media
by Fredonia Marketing

PICK UP YOUR FREE  COPY OF AROUND THE TOWN

Discount 
Roofers

Premium Service  •  Affordable Price

Residential   Commercial

936-554-9100
www.discountroofersllc.com
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603 NORTH STREET  •  NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 75964
936-560-1137

Warm yourself up with our great 
Homemade Chili!

WELCOME SFA STUDENTS! 

Spring and Prince Boutique  •  Old Tobacco Warehouse
111 N. Pecan Street / Nacogdoches, TX 75961 / 936.585.0056 / springandprince@gmail.com

Tobacco Warehouse Events Venue available for wedding receptions, family reunions, birthday parties, private events and corporate events.

Voted Best of Nac Venue & Boutique
Voted Best of Nac Accessory Store

Womens, Baby and Kids Gifts!
Always Complimentary Gift Wrapping

Tickets On Sale NOW
for the 

Martinsville Community 
Scholarship Organization

Annual $10,000 Steak Dinner

Dinner will be held February 16, 2019 at 5:30 pm 
at the Martinsville ISD gymnasium.

For your $100 ticket you will get a delicious steak 
dinner for two with all the trimmings.

1 in 250 chances to win $10,000, other drawings 
throughout the night!

To purchase a ticket please contact:
 Martinsville ISD at 936.564.3455
 Linda Hughes 936.564.7073
 Teresa Weaver 936.554.1007
 Doug Spivey 936.564.5190
 Tommy Chandler 936.569.6280
 Missy Malnar 936.615.0289

If you have any questions or need additional 
information, please contact Linda Hughes at 

936.564.7073.

MARTIN KENNEL 
& GROOMING

MARTIN KENNEL 
& GROOMING

$5 Off
when you

present this 

Ad!

We offer boarding, grooming, day care 
and obedience workshops. 

Steven & Becky Martin invite you to tour our facilities 
and get to know the Martins 2.0!

We are carrying on the tradition of excellence started in 1991! 

Call for more info!

936-560-3643
512 CR 217, Nacogdoches

www.martinkennel.com • stay@martinkennel.com
Facebook @nacogdochespetcare

2423 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75965

Ma’s.jewelershowcase.com

Phone: 936-569-6387

BIG DISCOUNTS on Citizen Watches!
Seiko & Pulsar Selected Items up to 50% Off!
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UNIVERSITY 
STORAGE

215 S. University Drive

936-553-6180 or 936-371-9101
Units available:
5x10, 10x10, 10x15, 
10x20, 10x30, 13.5x30
Climate Controlled:
10x15, 10x20
• Boat Stalls 
• Large Contractor Units 
• Outdoor Covered Parking Area Spaces
• All Concrete Drives • 100% Area Lighting
You lock your own storage compartment.

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL
Bring this ad and get one FREE 
month with a 12-month lease!

ARLIS W. HIBBARD, M.D.
Ear, Nose and Throat

409 Russell Blvd. - Suite E
Nacogdoches, TX 75965

Phone 936.560.2595
Fax 936.560.5621

Nacogdoches Floral Co.

Flowers say it Best!

936-564-7361
800-477-8937 
Nacogdoches, Texas

www.NacogdochesFloral.com

Your Florist Since 1925
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 February is a busy month in Nacogdoches! There are many events which take place 
all over town and cater to a wide variety of people. Whether you are looking for a unique 
date night, fun Valentine’s with your best friends, or a family-friendly gathering, go be-
yond shopping this month and experience Nacogdoches by supporting your local events! 
Here are a few events you may be interested in:

Valentine’s Wine Whiskey Brew Tour – The tour includes four stops with loads of 
frolic and fun, singing and seat-dancing on the bus, charcuterie options along the way and 
a food truck to fill your belly at our final stop. Receive three tastings at each location with 
options to purchase more of your favorites. This event will be held on Friday, February 
8 from 5:30 to 10 pm and is $45 per person and tickets are available on eventbrite.com.

Wine Swirl: Stop and Smell the Rosé – Tickets for the 7th annual Wine Swirl are on 
sale now! The event is 5 - 9 pm on Saturday, February 9, 2019. The ticketed wine event 
will showcase Texas wineries, local and regional food trucks, live entertainment, and 
late night shopping along the historic brick streets. Your ticket includes access to the 
event gate, a wine glass for sampling and purchasing wine, and a commemorative bag 
for holding wine bottles. Tickets are $35 and can be purchased on eventbrite.com or at 
the Fredonia Hotel!

Nacogdoches Film Festival – The 8th annual Nacogdoches Film Festival will be held 
February 21-23, 2019 at the Fredonia Hotel. This film festival focuses is on new and 
emerging filmmakers to help nurture the next generation of Texas filmmakers. All profits 
(after film festival expenses) go toward scholarships for film students. Tickets are $100 
and can be found on eventbrite.com.

Zip Nac Tunnel of Love – Love is in the air this month at Zip Nac – bring your signifi-
cant other or the whole family! This Valentine’s special package will take you through the 
highest thrills in the oldest town, ending with a lighted tunnel that is only available for the 
holidays! Call 936-645-5094 for pricing and available dates. 

Be on the lookout for other fun events in Nacogdoches this month including cupcake 
decorating, knitting classes, specialty vendors at the Farmer’s Market, and any other 
events. Experience what your town has to offer and show your love for local this month! 

Show Your Love For 
Local 
by Jessi Pinkert, City of Nac Content Coordinator 

Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available

 • LOWER UTILITY BILLS
 • BLOCK UV RAYS
 • PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY
“Serving Nacogdoches, Lufkin and surrounding areas”

P.O. Box 631485 
Nacogdoches, TX 75963

JOHNNY RUSSELL 
936-645-9555

Stop The Heat!! with Affordable Solar Screens
CUSTOM WINDOW COVERINGS - BUG SCREENS AVAILABLE

Visit our booth at the Blueberry Festival
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Nac County Exposition and 
Civic Center

Anita Scott

What’s Hot with Anita Scott
FEBRUARY 1, 2019 – NATIONAL WILD TURKEY HUNTING 
HERITAGE BANQUET
 
The Texas National Wild Turkey Federation will host their 2019 Hunting Heri-
tage Banquet Friday, February 1st beginning at 6:00 pm. For tickets and informa-
tion contact Craig White at (936) 552-1942 or email craigswhite@yahoo.
 
FEBRUARY 8, 2019 – LOVE INC, CHAIRISHED BLESSINGS 
 
Friday, February 8th from 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm. Tickets are $35 each, or a table 
for 8 for $250, or a VIP Table for 8 with your own personal server for $500. SFA 
students (with ID) are $25. 

New and repurposed furniture and accessories are assembled into amazing vi-
gnettes by competing teams. There is a design competition for the best booth 
and for the best repurposed item. Get your tickets early before they’re gone! Call 
Love Inc at 936-569-8555 and reserve your table today.
 
FEBRUARY 16-17, 2019 – G & S GUN SHOW
 
Hours are from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm on Saturday and 9:00 am-4:00 pm on Sunday. 
Admission is $8.00 per person, come Saturday and your admission is good for 
both days. 
 
FEBRUARY 23-24, 2019 – TEXAS MARKET GUIDE HANDMADE 
ARTISAN FAIRE
 
The show features one of a kind handcrafted items and the artist who created 
them. Doors will be open Saturday from 10:00 am – 5:00 pm and Sunday 11:00 
am – 4:00 pm. Admission is $5.00 for adults or only $4.00 if you bring a non-
perishable food item donation benefiting The Harvest House Food Bank. Chil-
dren 12 and under are free. 
 
FEBRUARY 28 –MARCH 3, 2019 - EVANS UNITED SPRING CARNIVAL! 

Free Admission and Free Parking! Carnival rides and deep fried fun! Ride Ticket 
Prices: $1.25 each; 20 tickets for $20; or 50 tickets for $45. Saturday Armband 
times 1:00 - 5:00, OR 6:00 - 10:00 for $25; Sunday Armbands 1:00 - 6:00 for 
$15. Midway Times: Thursday 5:00 -11:00 p.m., Friday 5:00 p.m. - Midnight, 
Saturday 1:00 - 11:00 p.m., Sunday 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. (All time weather permit-
ting).

The Nacogdoches Pro Rodeo & Steer Show benefiting the Nacogdoches Jaycees 
will be here March 21-23, 2019. Sponsorships are available now. Watch for our 
RFDTV special in February and March. RFDTV is channel 345 on Direct TV, 
channel 231 on Dish, and channel 568 on AT&T.  For more information contact 
Anita Scott at 936-564-0849.
 
For more information on all of our upcoming events like and follow us on Face-
Book!

 VFW Post 3893 in Nacogdoches is conducting a raffle for a 
Henry “God Bless America Edition Big Boy” .44 Magnum Rifle.  This 
Collectors’ Edition firearm features beautiful engraving with the words 
“God Bless America” and an outline of the 48 contiguous states on 
a 24K gold plate.  The barrel is octagon blued steel and the stock is 
American Walnut. The magazine capacity is 10 rounds. 
 Proceeds from the raffle will be used for parking lot improvements 
and granting life memberships and legacy life memberships to long-
time members.
 Only 1000 tickets are available. The drawing will be held on 
August 1, 2019, or when all tickets are sold.
 Tickets are priced at $10 each and are available from Post 
Commander Don Kirkley at 936.554.6437, Senior Vice Commander 
Gailon Fletcher at 936.637.9347 or leave message at the VFW Post 
phone 936.569.9670.
 Pictured are Post Commander Kirkley (R) and Senior Vice 
Commander Fletcher.

VFW Gun Raffle!

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758 Shop NAC and SAVE!
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming event or fundraiser,

please send to Info@AroundTheTown.us
We’ll help spread the word!

Please include a contact phone number.

Alexander Timber
Your trees are our business!

TIMBER MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING

BACKHOE • TRACKHOE 
DOZER WORK

• LAND CLEARING    
• RIGHT-OF-WAY 

• ROAD BUILDING

David Alexander
Forester

205 CR 9892
Cushing, TX 75760

alexandertimber14@yahoo.com
Office 936.326.8822
Mobile 936.810.3008

BUYING 
SMALL 

OR LARGE 
TRACTS

PINE OR 
HARDWOOD

Make Safer Driving 
Your Number One New 
Year’s Resolution
 I hope 2019 is off to a great start for you, even though getting back into the daily 
schedule after the holidays was rough on many of us. Many of you might be strug-
gling already to keep those resolutions you made just a few weeks ago on New Year’s 
Eve. 
 This is always a great time of year to remind the community of a couple of reso-
lutions that should never be forgotten. And just like any other change we make, they 
have to be worked at daily until they are second nature.
 Of course, I am talking about safe driving. Distracted driving and alcohol-related 
crashes continue to be the top causes of fatal crashes in East Texas. I really want to 
see those statistics change and I know you do also. The thing is, the only way those 
statistics will ever change is if we choose each day actions that will promote a safer 
driving experience.
 I don’t think improving statistics will stir much of a desire for you to make a 
change. It has to be more personal. If someone you know was involved in a crash last 
year, would that engage you to stop and think? What if a member of your family was 
involved, or your teen driver was in a crash due to distractions or alcohol. They might 
not have been at fault, but rather the innocent victims.
 None of us would intentionally cause a crash that could inflict pain and suffer-
ing on another person. And I know there is not a parent alive who hands the keys to 
a teen driver who doesn’t say a prayer when that teen pulls out of the driveway. We 
can never be sure what the ‘other driver’ will do. Will you decide this year to put 
down your phone when you drive? Will you decide not to let anything distract you 
from the road in front of you? Will you decide not to drink and drive and to make a 
plan before you go out for the evening? Because we know that even buzzed driving 
is drunk driving.
 This is a good time to sit down with teen drivers, and even the younger and 
older adult drivers in your family, and talk to them about safe driving. Because this 
time next year, I want to be able to say the statistics have improved and that they 
improved because we all worked at driving safely. I hope I can also say that none of 
us lost anyone on the highway in a crash because of distracted driving or alcohol. But 
remember, the only way that will ever happen is for you and I to make it happen one 
day at a time.

Rhonda Oaks
Lufkin District Public Information Officer
Communications Division
Texas Department of Transportation

FREE classified ads for individuals, non-profits & fund-raisers! 
Please visit www.AroundTheTown.us,

read the rules and submit yours . . . It’s easy!

A
Unique

Shopping 
Experience

DISCOUNT DAYS
10% OFF EVERY TUESDAY 

for Seniors 55 & older
• • • • • • • • • • • • •

10% OFF EVERY DAY 
for Veterans & SFA Students

(students must have valid ID*)
INSIDE UNIVERSITY MALL

936-205-3272

Della’s Daughters
Jewelry, Etc.

Carefully selected new and unique sterling silver, 
costume and handmade jewelry and new and “gently 

used” handbags and other accessories.
FEATURING HANDCRAFTED STERLING SILVER BELL NECKLACES

FROM “THE BELL COLLECTION”
Peggy Byers, Owner
936-371-1795
pegebyers@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/dellasdaughterstexas

University Mall
1122 N University Dr. Ste G1
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

Watch for specials on 
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Stephanie Fontenot
CVB Marketing Director 

 February is an exciting, event-filled month in 
Texas’ oldest town - one that offers fun and enjoy-
ment for locals and visitors alike. I’d like to share 
with you some of these upcoming events in hopes 
that you will make plans to attend and also extend 
invitations to any out-of-town friends and relatives 
who might enjoy as well. There’s truly something 
for everyone. 
 Feb. 8-10 is guaranteed to lift the spirits of all 
who partake. The weekend will kick off with a Fri-
day-evening Valentine’s Wine, Whiskey and Brew 
Tour offered by the Nacogdoches Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. This award-winning bus tour has 
truly become a crowd favorite, jam-packed with li-

bations and tons of fun. Tickets are $45 each and include tastings and tours at 
four up-and-coming oldest-town locations, including Fredonia Brewery, Front 
Porch Distillery, Naca Valley Vineyard and Red House Winery. While this is a 
valentine-themed tour, anyone is welcome to attend, including singles, couples, 
friend groups, etc. Epic tour bus karaoke is guaranteed as well at no extra charge. 
We promise you’ll walk away with a great experience and a huge smile on your 
face. Tickets for this tour are available for purchase on the Visit Nac Facebook 
page or at VisitNac.com/WWB. 
 The weekend will continue with seventh-annual Wine Swirl hosted by Na-
cogdoches Main Street from 5 to 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 9, on the brick streets of 
our historic downtown. This ticketed wine and food pairing event showcases 
multiple Texas winery booths and local and regional food trucks set up outside 
our downtown shops. It’s truly like a wine festival - you can walk, shop and enjoy 
wine with family and friends! The Fredonia Hotel and Convention Center is the 
official Wine Swirl host hotel. To book your stay at this recently-renovated 1950s 
property, call (936) 564-1234. For more information about the entire Feb. 8-10 
weekend, go to VisitNac.com/getaway. 
 The Nacogdoches Film Festival is another February event you should con-
sider attending. This year’s festival will take place Feb. 21-23 at the Fredonia 
Hotel and will include film showings, panel sessions with industry professionals, 
a VIP reception and more. For additional information including special guests, 
lodging rates, tickets and more, go to Nacogdochesfilmfestival.com. 

Lift Your Spirits 
During February 
Nacogdoches Events

Center
936-598-3341
Center
936-598-3341

Pennzoil • Castrol • Mobil 1 
Schaeffer Lubricants • B G Products

Radiator Flushes • Power Steering 
Flushes • Front & Rear Differential

Fast Lube
2013 C North St.
936.569.6911
Also on Facebook
Behind Sunshine 

Food Mart

Donald & Michelle Nichols
www.fastlubenacogdoches.com

First responders 5% off Mon-Fri
SFA 5% off on Thurs

Ladies 5% off on Tues

FAST LUBE

Larry Gresham
P. O. Box 185

Cushing, TX  75760
936.326.4766

“Thank you David D. Stallings, for 
supporting and promoting our local 
businesses. We love the Around the 
Town paper!” Steve & Sarah Traylor - 
Texas First Health Insurance

FREE ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL
INSURED and BONDED

10% OFF FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS

WE DO:
• ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING 
• DECKS 
• FENCE

936-615-6386

SOTO’S ROOFING &
 REMODELING
                 SOTOSROOFING.ORG 

COMING TO LUGZ IN FEBRUARY!

The best waterin’ hole in East Texas!
5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 936.564.6889

Sat, Feb 2nd
Brad Smallwood 

Band
Sat, Feb 23rd

Black Ice

Sat, Feb 9th     
Hipshot

Sat, Feb 16th     
Hwy 59 Band

Thurs, Feb 14th     
Ragland

A & D HYDRAULICS, INC.
2124 N.W. Stallings Drive
Nacogdoches, Texas 75964

(936) 564-7760

David Horn
Beverly Horn

SPECIALIZES IN HOSES, 
BATTERIES AND SUPPLIES

“Be yourself. Everyone else is already taken.”
      — Oscar Wilde
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My Entertainment Biz 
Memories

David Stallings, Around the Town 
Publisher, spent more than

50-years as a concert, record and 
television producer. He

also performed as a comedian for 
25 of those years. David

shares his favorite memories and 
photographs here each month.

	 I	first	met	Joe	Stampley	in	the	fall	of	1965	or	the	spring	of	1966	when	my	
fraternity at SFA hired his band, The Uniques, to play for a dance. Their song, 
“All These Things,” was burning up the airwaves. They were the ultimate rock & 
roll dance band and were busy playing throughout the Ark-La-Tex almost every 
night.
 We became friends and I watched Joe go from The Uniques to begin a suc-
cessful country music career with hits; “Soul Song,” “Too Far Gone,” “Roll On, 
Big Mama,” “Red Wine and Blue Memories,” “Do You Ever Fool Around,” “If 
You Touch Me (you’ve got to love me)” and many more. In the 80s, Joe had a 
string of duet hits with Moe Bandy, including; “Just Good Ol’ Boys,” “Holdin’ 
the Bag,” “Hey Joe, Hey Moe” and the take-off on Boy George - “Where’s the 
Dress,” which won the America Video Association’s award for Video of the Year 
in 1984. Moe and Joe were named Vocal Duo of the Year in 1980 by the Country 
Music Association. Joe has had more than 60 chart records during his career.
 A native of Springhill, Louisiana, Joe never got the “big head” and has re-
mained a country boy at heart. We’ve remained friends for more than 50-years 
and I’ve attended dozens of his shows…He’s always kind to fans, venue employ-
ees and to everyone he encounters. When I’m in the Nashville area, I usually 
spend the night at Joe and Areeda’s beautiful home near Franklin. 
 A few years ago, I was producing a TV show titled Nashville Country Cookin’ 
and Areeda made some of her Tennessee State Fair Blue Ribbon Peach Pies. Joe’s 
also spent nights at our home and he loves the Nacogdoches-Lufkin area. He 
even performed at my NHS Class of ’65’s 50th Class Reunion at the Pineywoods
Country Club. What a night! He’s 75 now and is just as great as ever, performing 
approximately 20-times annually. He’s one of my favorite people and I cherish 
his friendship.
 Learn more at JoeStampley.com

SHOP LOCAL

A “Unique” Friendship

Joe and me at his 
home in Franklin, TN.

The Uniques performing with Joe Stampley at far right.

Sheila Carney
BROKER/Owner
(936) 569-4097
sheilacarney@swbell.net

Phillip Carney
Realtor/Owner
(936) 552-4512
pcarney@swbell.net

Rhonda Patterson
Realtor
(956) 754-9177
rhonda@carneyrealty.com

(936) 569-0193
www.CarneyRealty.com

www.sheiladiancarney.com

Personal Service from Contract to Closing!

www.109WoodsideDr.com
New Const in Douglass! 1750 SF, 3/2.5, FP, 1.87 Acs $234,000 

www.FawnCottage.com
4463 SF English Cottage, 11’ ceilings, 3 FPs $789,000

www.155CR133.com
44.59 Ac, 3191 SF, Guest House, Lake, Barn, Gary $565,000

www.9262ApplebySandRd.com
22.36 Acs, 2801 SF, 3/3.5, Pool, Barn/Shop, Creek/Pond $489,000

www.3701Broadmoor.com
Exquisite Gated Com, 4 BR, 4.5 BA, 3370 SF, 3-Car Grg $436,000

www.705StJamesPlace.com
Park Place S/D, Blt 2002, 3BR, 2.5 BA, 2084 SF on 2 lots $243,000

www.120TravisSt.com
Invest! 3 Rental Units! House, Duplex, 7 BR, 3 Bath+ $228,900

www.2336FM138.com
42.02 Acs with Pond, 3/2/2, 1341 SF Brick, WBFP $225,000

www.119SandstoneLn.com
Spring Creek S/D, 2156 SF, 4/2/2, Blt 2006, Grg Storage $219,500

 www.4206EMainSt.com
Min. to SFAU, 1740 SF, 3/2, New Pergo Flrs, 1.28 Ac $129,900

www.CR238 - Martinsville.com
42.47 Ac prop., Mobiles Allowed, Wooded; cut over $128,900

www.821ScarletOak.com
INVESTORS, 1500 SF Brick, 3/2/2, Leased thru 2019 $97,900 

www.FM1878.com
23.65 Acs (save & except 1.05 ac), FM 1878 frontage $85,000

www.TanglewoodCirLot.com
Ready to Build? 1.65 Ac Lot in Town! Great Location $45,000

Lee Lane
3 Beautiful Treed City Lots! 1.8 Ac Ttl, May sell sep. $44,400

2825 Summer Hill Cir
Wooded Lot approx 58’ x 112’, Choose your builder! $35,000

 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
MLS 2120387

Reduced! 11.68 Ac, NE Stallings/Klein Dr on Loop 224. 
Zoned B-2 General Business $895,000

Appleby Sand Road & E Austin frontage
MLS 2181042 Zoned B-1, Corner Lot, 3-1/2 lots $208,900

Visit us:
3001 North St.  •  Nacogdoches

View our Virtual Tours

(800) 757-5783

www.109WoodsideDr.com
Call Sheila 936-569-4097
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Chamber Connection
by Kelly Augustine 

Executive Vice President,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

Nacogdoches to 
Be Featured on 
RFD-TV’s Special 
Cowboy Moments 
and Wild Rides! 
  

  The folks in Nacogdoches County can give a loud and proud “yee haw” for 
local families, farms, festivals, businesses and sites soon to be featured on RFD-
TV shows “Special Cowboy Moments” and “Wild Rides.”
  Our community was described by an RFD-TV executive as possessing the 
events, histories, cultures and life stories that fit their audiences’ interests and the 
mission to preserve rich western history for generations to share. I believe our 
County’s residents will agree that as the oldest town in Texas, Nacogdoches will 
be a perfect fit for both programs.
  The Nacogdoches County Chamber and community partners are looking for-
ward to the opportunity to feature the special people and places where we live 
and work and promote our area to the nation. Because the broadcasts are sched-
uled to air in February, an expected gain is more attention and more attendance 
will be generated for the March 2019 Nacogdoches County Pro Rodeo and Steer 
Show. Additionally, our businesses can look for more RFD-TV fans to visit Na-
cogdoches in the future. 
  Cram the Coliseum is Feb. 9 and SFA basketball fans can pick up free ad-
mission tickets at Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce or from Cham-
ber members. The SFA Ladyjack and Lumberjack basketball teams will take on 
Lamar University. The women’s game begins at 2 p.m., and the men’s game will 
start at 4:30 p.m. in the William R. Johnson Coliseum at the intersection of E. 
College St. and University Dr.
  All Nacogdoches County Chamber members received 10 tickets in the Feb-
ruary mail packet. They may be shared with anyone, including employees and 
coworkers, clients and customers, family and friends. The tickets are compli-
ments of SFA Athletics Department. For all SFA athletic event schedules, please 
visit www.sfajacks.com.
 
Other February Chamber events include:
Ribbon Cutting ceremonies for iDialysis, 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 13; and 
for Puff N Stuff, 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 14. 
Nacogdoches SFA Days in Austin on Feb. 19 and 20.
Fourth Friday Luncheon presented by Nacogdoches I.S.D., 12 p.m. on Friday, 
Feb. 22.
Member Success Orientation, 8 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 28.
Go to www.Nacogdoches.org for more information about these and other Cham-
ber and community events or call 936-560-5533.

Mike Worsham 
Custom Homes

Building Distinctive Homes in Nacogdoches
and the surrounding area since 1978.

Turn-key construction on your land from 
earthwork to final touch-ups.

Call me for a free consultation.

Phone 936-552-6889

Your Full-Time Home Builder

Eagle Nest RV Park
and Campground 

Come Relax and go 
Canoeing • Fishing • Kayaking

Paddle Boarding • Paddle Boating 
19299 N US Highway 59 / Garrison, TX 75946 / 936.520.0838

eaglenesthiddenlakeresort.com

Stay a day, Weekend 
or Full Time.

 Antiques On Main
412 E. Main • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

• Buy and Sell Antiques    • Estate Sale Planner

936-553-4715

“The friendliest antique mall in the Oldest Town in Texas!”

• New look for 2019 • Third Wednesday of each month we will 
have a garage sale behind our store in parking lot on Pilar Street.

New dealers come check us out!          

“Consignment Furniture Accepted”

SHOP
LOCAL!
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Shirley Creek Marina
Campgrounds & RV Park

23177 FM 226 - Etoile,TX  75944 - 936.854.2233 - Sam Rayburn Lake

Holiday Entertainment! Swimming Area!Large RV Park!

Comfy Cabins!Covered Boat Slips! Beautiful Piney Woods!

Sam Sharp
936-556-0116

Clay Jones
936-554-8892

• Custom Hay Baling • Fertilizer Sales and Application
• Lime/Ash Sales and Application • Pasture Spraying
• Organic Options Available • Pasture Renovating
• Pasture Mowing • Ranch Management Services

TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364

Open 4 days each week
Business Hours

Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

Thursday Special
• $1.00 Tacos or

Buy 5 Tacos for $5.00 
and get a FREE small 

Agua Fresca!

Suburban Self Storage
SPECIAL 10 X 10 – $58 mo.

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

9562 US Hwy 259
(3 Miles North of Medical Center)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983

I love the new Around the Town publication!  The first 
week the July issue came out with an article featur-
ing my business, “Heart of Texas,” I received more 
response than any advertisement I have tried in the 22 
years I've been in business.  We have needed a qual-

ity paper guide for tourists and visitors to Nacogdoches and having them placed 
around town, but specifically in the hotels and motels, really gets the word out.  
I have already renewed my ad to run again!  Gerry Larabee, Heart of Texas Gift 
Gallery, 110 S. Pecan, downtown Nacogdoches.

ADVERTISING IN 
AROUND THE TOWN 

REALLY WORKS!
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Lonely But 
Never Alone

   

 “I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Counselor, who will never leave 
you” (John 14:16, NLT)
       

    If you were to compile a list of great 
literary classics, it would have to include 
Daniel Defoe’s immortal Robinson Cru-
soe. It was not only the first English novel, 
but it deals dramatically with something 
to which all flesh is heir — loneliness. 
A great book is one with which we can 
identify, and this is surely the case in the 

loneliness and isolation, which haunted the shipwrecked Crusoe. For twenty-four 
years, he devised methods by which to survive and remain sane. Each morning he 
climbed a tree, shaded his eyes and scanned the horizon for the sight of a sail.
    After several years, he noticed a footprint on the beach. He looked, he longed, 
he prayed, and then found the man whom he called Friday. Life changed for Rob-
inson Crusoe. He gained the man’s confidence, taught him English, and became 
his friend. The whole story underscores man’s desperate need for friendship and 
fellowship. It is this theme that gives Robinson Crusoe a timeless, ageless quality.
    AT&T, the nation’s largest long-distance telephone company, spent sixty mil-
lion dollars to find just the right phrase to move people to make long-distance 
calls. The result of all this expensive research, testing, and creative develop-
ment was a simple five-word slogan: “Reach Out And Touch Someone!” All the 
commercials are effective because they touch a real longing in each of us to be 
reached, to be touched, to be known. 
    The late Billy Graham offered his own experience for dealing with loneliness. 
He wrote, “I will give you a little recipe I have found for conquering loneliness. 
First, I am never lonely when I am praying, for this brings me into companion-
ship with the greatest friend of all — Jesus Christ. Then, I am never lonely when 
I am reading the Bible. I read it every day — whole chapters of it. Nothing dis-
solves loneliness like a session with God’s Word.  Then, I am never lonely when 
I am sharing Him with others. There is a great exhilaration in talking to others 
about Christ. This is something we can all do.”
    Loneliness has its way of winning victory. No one is ever completely immune 
to its touch. If we exercise the right disciplines, however, we can gain an up-
per hand on the problem. Jesus promises that He will never leave us or desert 
us (John 14:8; Hebrews 13:5). In the barrenness of life He assures us: “You are 
never alone.” He can fill the vacuum and help us bear the burdens of life.

A LITTLE HUMOR: Some people will do anything to escape loneliness. One 
man went to a psychiatrist and asked for a split personality. At least that way he 
would have someone to live with! Another man I heard about was so lonely he 
sent his application and picture to a lonely hearts club. A few days later he re-
ceived a reply that read, “We’re not that lonely!”

“REED ALL ABOUT IT!”
            by Dr. Allen Reed

Ingredients:
1 Tbsp vegetable oil
½ cup margarine
1 cup diced onions
1 Tbsp minced garlic
3 fresh chives, chopped
2 lbs peeled crawfish
1 can Mild Rotel Tomatoes
2 cans Cream of Chicken Soup
2 cans Cream of Mushroom Soup 
1 Tbsp dried parsley
Tony Chachere’s Creole Seasoning to taste

Directions:
In 8 Quart stock pot over medium heat, add vegetable oil and margarine. Saute onions and 
garlic until translucent. Add Crawfish to the onion mixture and cook for 5 minutes. Add a 
little water to keep crawfish moist while cooking. Stir in soup and rotel tomatoes. Bring to a 
boil and simmer for 30 minutes. Sprinkle in parsley and fresh chives after about 10 minutes. 
Add Tony Chachere’s to taste while simmering. Add water to thin as desired.

Angela’s 
Monthly Recipe

Crawfish Étouffée

Angela Bradford is the owner/
operator of Appleby Sand Mercantile 
Café in Nacogdoches.

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 Brenda Fuqua, from Shreveport, and Malorie Fowler, from 
Tyler, enjoying lunch at the Heart of Texas Grill on the square in 
Downtown San Augustine. Brenda and Malorie are “Land Wom-
en” and were in town to do research at the courthouse for oil and 
gas leases.

Nacogdoches  •  936.645.4185
Twin and Full Sets from $140
Queen Sets from $150
King Sets from $275

NO CREDIT CHECK 
Financing for 12 Months with 90 days Same As Cash Option

Call TODAY to Schedule an Appointment to SAVE $100s on a new Mattress!
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Jerry D. Permenter (aka Red Dirt Boy) can be 
found on Facebook, and his FB page, Red Dirt 
Memories, is currently nearing 10,000 followers. 
Join him and others for more stories there. He is 
also on Instagram @thereddirtmemories. To or-
der your copy of “Red Dirt Memories,” please 
send us an email Reddirtmemories@gmail.com
 
 My sister Janice, known to her home health pa-
tients as “Big Pretty,” would enter every room like a 
clap of thunder, and you couldn’t help but turn your 
head to see who had that voice, that presence that
would pull your full attention to her. Hair pinned
or wrapped in a bun, she’d nudge her large frame in-
to a chair like a setting hen, clucking a little about
the time of day, state of the weather or ask about how
“your people are?” As we liked to tease one another,
we were both “common as pig tracks.” 
 But that was the funny thing. I knew my sister wasn’t common at all. She was 
a woman who had dropped out of high school, lived much of her life struggling, 
who with three small girls at home, finally pulled her shy, awkward self together 
long enough to complete nursing school. As a nurse, Big Pretty found the voice 
we would all come to know as a trusted advisor, a wise counselor and devoted 
caregiver. She would cluck about a patient’s health, monitor their blood sugar, 
all the while saying, “Them’s the prettiest tomatoes I believe I’ve ever seen right 
there. Why I’d love to have a couple, you’re the sweetest thang.”
 I loved her intelligence, her wit. She never missed a beat with her chit-chat, 
yet within five minutes could do a five star evaluation on any man walking. They 
could be “no count,” “worthless as the lead it’d take to shoot him,” or “useless 
as tits on a boar hog.” Or they might be “haughty,” “all hat and no cattle” or 
“sweeter than a bee myrtle in June.” With Janice, you could “set a spell,” or “take 
a load off” and cuddle beside her while she crooned about what was for supper. 
“I’m making red-eye gravy, a pork roast and a chocolate pie that will make old 
granny weep,” she’d purr. We’re having “fried chicken tomorrow night, so come 
by early, then I’ll set out some snacks.” Everyone knew Janice’s appetizers could 
be bacon wrapped chicken, rolled in brown sugar! They were not to be missed. 
“Wear your eatin’ pants,” she’d say “cause we might bust outta something if we 
ain’t careful.” 
 Big Pretty loved sweet tea. She 
loved dragonflies. Cornbread. Pie. 
Grilled anything. She just loved to 
eat. She loved to share her recipes 
and whatever was cooking from her 
kitchen. It was an extension of her 
heart. She fed us love, hovered over 
us and made a fuss. We were never 
any trouble, she said, even as she 
stirred a pot of beans in a hot kitchen 
after a long summer day. Her love 
might taste like butterbeans and sausage one day or greens and ham hocks the 
next. But it was ever present. Yet most of all, Janice loved life, and she loved all 
of us within it.
 I never realized we had a language between us, but we did. As a boy, with 
Janice, I had watchful cover and knew she would fight anyone who ever tried to 
bully her baby brother. She might tease a nurse friend about being a Low Volt-
age Nurse (LVN) as opposed to a Real Nurse (RN). But her heart was pure gold. 
But there was a touch of brass in there too. Because Big Pretty was like that, 
there was always a little salt with the sugar, and she could administer a good 
“a** chewin” if somebody really deserved it. But she never stayed angry, and 
you were as likely to see a daughter’s ex coming by to help her put up Christmas 
lights years after he was no longer in the family. My sister was everyone’s Mama. 
 Janice and I would often talk about our work, those things that truly touched 
us. She once told me about a patient, “This little black lady, the tiniest thing, liv-
ing by herself, blind as a mole.” “Brother,” she said, “She was wheelchair bound, 
lived in the middle of nowhere. She’d roll off her high porch down these per-
fectly placed boards out into her pecan orchard, with bags strapped to her chair. 
Each fall she was my first home visit, because she’d be up and out there before 
daylight. I remember pulling up, hearing nothing but the rustle of pecan leaves 
early in the morning. Then this little woman’s voice singing “Jacob’s Ladder” to 
herself.” ….. ‘Over here, Big Pretty,’ she’d call.” 
 “And she’d always have a bag of fresh pecans ready just for me, knowing 
how much I cooked over the holidays.” Janice recounted. “I would tell her, ‘It’s 
not daylight, Miss Mae.’ And she’d say ‘It’s never daylight where I am, baby, so 
I work whenever I want.” 
 Big Pretty took the blind lady a plate from her kitchen every Thanksgiving, 
every Christmas and countless times in between. She had a soul good to its core 
and one simply sensed it. If she loved you, she loved you and if she didn’t, well, 
you knew that too. 

Big Pretty
by Jerry Permenter

Jerry Permenter was born in 
East Texas and grew up in Na-
cogdoches County. He is tran-
sitioning to creative writing, 
with a memoir, “Red Dirt Boy” 
to be released in 2018. You can 
follow Jerry on FaceBook at 
Red Dirtboy or on instagram 
as @thereddirtboy.
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Lee Shofner
owner

315 N. University Drive
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

(936) 564-8339
Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireandservice.com

Rita Murdock
manager

BAILEY McLAIN
AGENT

406 E. HOSPITAL STREET • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
P.O. BOX 631781 • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75963

Bus (936) 569-6200 • Res (936) 564-9591 • Fax (936) 569-2762

ADVERTISE
HERE!

936.554.5822
BIG PRETTY - Page 17
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“Gourmet Coffee from Nine Countries”
• Wood fire roasted beans on premises 

• Wholesale coffee delivery to your business in gallon airpots!
• Light pastries throughout the day  Donuts - Pies - Desserts

info@nineflagscoffeeroasters.com     www.nineflagscoffeeroasters.com

Open 6am-9pm
Mon-Sat

936.553.0908

Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

936-569-9880

1090 County Road 231 • Nacogdoches, TX 75961
Come see us! 10-7 Mon-Sat and 1-5 Sun

Full facilities to meet all your 
shooting needs:
 •  Indoor 25-yard range with eight lanes
	 •		Outdoor	100-yard	rifle	range
	 •		Outdoor	600-yard	rifle	range	available		
     Friday thru Sunday

Sign up today for gun shooting lessons 
with	a	highly	qualified	instructor.

 Janice held so many secrets about life. She had many friends, but most peo-
ple didn’t see her struggles. You had to live up close with her, to know her heart, 
to see what grieved her most. We shared our wildest joys and our saddest sorrows 
with one another. In her life, like all of ours, my sister forgave, and was forgiven, 
she was broken, she was reborn, she was wounded deeply, yet healed her own 
heart by taking care of others. Janice knew the greatest of life’s secrets. We truly 
get back just what we put out into the world. Her generosity knew no limits, her 
heart was boundless and her love was unconditional. And my sister received it 
back. 
 My sister lost her fight with breast cancer four years ago this next month, but 
Big Pretty’s light now burns bright within each of us who knew her, a light that 
time will never dim.

BIG PRETTY

Does Your Volunteer 
Fire Department Need 
Assistance In 
Recruiting Members?
Submitted by Billy Gillam

	 The	SFFMA	(State	Firefighters	and	Fire	Marshals	Association	of	Tex-
as, applied for a SAFER Grant in 2018 because we have seen the volunteer 
firefighter	recruitment	and	retention	struggles	that	departments	face	across	
the state. We were successfully awarded $1.4 million in FEMA funds to 
accomplish our goals of implementing a comprehensive marketing pro-
gram,	providing	fire	departments	with	recruitment	materials,	and	teaching	
fire	service	leaders	how	to	 improve	their	volunteer	R&R	efforts	at	 their	
department.
 Over the next 4 years the SFFMA will be hosting Recruitment Work-
shops where attendees will learn imperative volunteer recruitment tech-
niques. Although we won’t be providing the “silver bullet” that will solve 
all your problems with these courses, we will be providing instructional 
time	 dedicated	 to	 identifying	 your	 department’s	 specific	 hurdles.	 Once	
you’ve	identified	those	hurdles,	we	will	walk	through	how	funds	within	
our SAFER Grant can assist in your efforts to overcome them. Our goal is 
for each workshop attendee to walk away from these 2-hour sessions with 
a targeted plan to put into motion once they get back home to their depart-
ment.
 Each workshop will cover:
  • Volunteer Recruitment Challenges in Your Community
  • Creating Marketing Materials for Your Department Using   
   SFFMA’s Grant Funds
  • Using Social Media to Your Advantage
  • SFFMA’s Statewide Recruitment Campaign
	 	 •	Maximizing	Volunteerfirefighter.org	to	Generate	Volunteer	Ap	
   plications.
 The Association has hired Greg Redden and his Adapt team to instruct 
these recruitment workshops. Over the last 10 years Greg and his team 
have developed curriculum for and conducted over 104 retention and re-
cruitment workshops across the country.
	 The	first	of	many	workshops	will	be	held	on	February	9,	2019	from	
9 am – 11 am at 1907 North Stallings Drive in Nacogdoches, which is 
the Nacogdoches Community Church Fellowship Building. Visit SFFMA.
org to register for this workshop or call 855- VOLFIRE. If you are inter-
ested in hosting a workshop at your department, County Chiefs meeting 
or	any	other	location	please	contact	Greg@volunteerfirefighter.org	or	call	
855-VOLFIRE. Between now and October 2022 SFFMA’s mission is to 
assist each volunteer/combination department in the state. We fully be-
lieve that if you attend one of these workshops you will walk away with 
knowledge that will be carried on through your department for years to 
come. We look forward to seeing you soon.

PICK UP A FREE  COPY OF 
AROUND THE TOWN
The First of Every Month!
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 The Nacogdoches High School Alumni Association is pleased to an-
nounce its Distinguished Alumni for Spring 2019. These honorees, along 
with their families, friends, and former teachers, will be presented at home 
basketball games in January and February.
  
 Terry Brown, NHS 1967 and SFA 1972, was 
an outstanding basketball player during his days 
at NHS, who went on to play on his dad’s teams 
during the SFA Lumberjack Glory Days. Terry 
was honored during the NHS basketball game on 
January	29,	which	is	only	fitting.	
 AT NHS he remembers Coach Johnny John-
ston and Coach Phil Prince as favorite coaches. 
He played basketball at NHS from 9th grade 
through 12th grade, 1965 - 1967. He also played 
baseball under Coach Prince and was part of a 
2-man golf team for NHS in 1966-1967. He was 
All-District in basketball in 1966 and 1967, All East Texas in 1967 and All 
State in 1967. He was also All-District in baseball in 1966 and 1967. In 1967 
both NHS basketball and baseball teams won the District Championships. 
At SFA he played basketball for his dad Coach Marshall Brown from 1968 
to 1971. The team’s combined record for those four years was 102 wins 
and only 14 losses. Terry fondly remembers those awesome days of being a 
Lumberjack, with his favorite memory being a game versus Howard Payne 
University	with	the	final	score	of	140	to	123	with	no	overtimes	and	before	
3-pointers were around. At SFA he also played golf, making All American in 
1971. 
 After graduating from SFA in 1972, Terry hoped to qualify for the PGA 
tour, but that dream did not come to fruition. Instead he began working as 
Assistant Golf Professional at Holly Lake Ranch Golf Course in Hawkins, 
Texas. He then relocated to Briarwood Country Club in Tyler, working there 
as Assistant Golf Professional until receiving his Class A PGA card in 1977. 
He worked as a Head Golf Professional from then until 2006. 
 He currently owns Turf Punchers, a business that has developed a process 
that	allows	golf	courses	and	athletic	fields	to	have	prettier	grass	with	deeper	
roots. His business entities are all over Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and 
Arkansas. 
 He is married to his wife Jackie and they have 3 children–daughter Toni 
and her husband Adam, son Mitch and his wife Ivy, and son Casey and his 
wife Andrea. They have 4 grandchildren Carson, Wyatt, Scarlet, and Brooks. 
 He is touched by this honor and looks forward to seeing the new NHS 
basketball facility. He gives credit for this honor to the many good teachers, 
coaches, and classmates that he was able to share these happiest of times with 
and says “GO DRAGONS” and “Ax’em Jacks.” And he would like to thank 
and remember those 23 CLASSMATES from the class of ‘67 that are no lon-
ger with us, for being a large part of those days that made NHS such a great 
place to be.
 
 Philip Blackburn, NHS 1979 and SFASU 
1983, will be honored on February 5. Phillip is 
immediate past president of the NHS Alumni As-
sociation and heads up the governance commit-
tee. 
 Philip builds radio tracking transmitters for 
wildlife research and builds the smallest transmit-
ter	in	the	world.	From	tracking	dragonflies	along	
the Eastern Coast of the United States to track-
ing frogs in the Arctic, hummingbirds in Costa 
Rica, and bats in Japan, his transmitters are used 

by major Universities and government agencies around the world. 
 Philip was born in Nacogdoches and attended NISD schools, beginning 
with Fredonia Elementary, then Emeline Carpenter for 6th and 7th Grades, 
then	TJR	for	8th	Grade,	and	finally	Nacogdoches	High	School,	graduating	
with the Class of 1979. He pursued higher education at Stephen F. Austin 
State University, receiving his B.S. in Physics and Mathematics and M.S. in 
Physics. During his Sophomore year, Philip began fulltime employment at 
SFA	as	a	Scientific	Equipment	Specialist.	After	a	28-year	career,	he	retired	
from SFA in 2011 to pursue his radio tracking transmitter business. 
 Philip resides in Nacogdoches with his wife Mitzi and their dachshund 
Daisy. When not building transmitters, he enjoys travelling and spends a cou-
ple of months each year in Hawaii.
 
 Sharon Brown Keith, NHS 1981 and Texas 
A & M 1985, will be honored as a Distinguished 
Alumnus on February 8. At NHS she was a cheer-
leader for all four years and head cheerleader her 
senior year. She served on the Student Council, 
where she was secretary for one year and vice 
president her senior year.  She was a member of 
the National Honor Society and the Chorale and 
Notables singing group. Other honors at NHS 
included Jr Class Favorite, Most School Spirit 
her senior year, and Who’s Who at Nacogdoches 
High School. Favorite teachers at NHS included 
Mr. Gary Brice, Mrs. Jane Halls, Mrs. Betty Grif-
fin,	and	Mrs.	Jaye	Jean	Stewart.	
 Sharon graduated from Texas A & M University in 1985 with a bachelor’s 
degree in Education, Curriculum and Instruction. While at A & M she was 
Freshman Representative in the Student Government Association, a member 
of the Class Council, and Senior Class Historian. She then graduated from 
UT Tyler with a Masters of School Counseling, where she was nominated for 
Outstanding School Counseling Student.
 Sharon taught high school English, History, and Speech for 16 years, 
sponsoring the cheerleaders, drill team, UIL, National Honor Society, Beta 
Club, and Student Council during those years. She has been a school coun-
selor for 17 years–8 years in elementary school, 8 years in middle school/
junior high, and 1 year as K-12. 
 Sharon is a proud member of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
and the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. She published a memoir Mock-
ingbird Moments in 2017 and is currently working on a book about Nacog-
doches Philanthropist Charles Bright that will be published in 2019. 
 Sharon has been married to Brian Keith for 31 years. They have two sons - 
Chris Keith, Director of Basketball operations at SFA, and Charles Keith, 
admissions representative for the University of Texas at Tyler. Their future 
daughter-in-law Kaitlyn Stowe works for the City of Tyler. Her brother Greg 
Brown is also an NHS alum. Her mother Claudette Brown is a retired NHS 
teacher.
 
 The Distinguished Alumnus Award was established in 1995. Its purpose 
is to honor NHS graduates and former students who are lifetime members 
of	the	NHS	Alumni	Association	and	have	made	significant	contributions	to	
society and whose accomplishments and careers have brought credit to Na-
cogdoches High School.
 Lifetime Memberships are available on the NHSAA website https://
nhs-alumni.org. Congratulations to the Spring 2019 NHSAA Distinguished 
Alumni.

Nacogdoches High School Alumni Association’s 
Distinguished Alum for Spring 2019

GUNSMOKE RIDGE, LLCGUNSMOKE RIDGE, LLC
10632 FM 1878      Nacogdoches, TX 75961

936.568.0805
Steve Oates
License To Carry Handgun Instructor
gsrnac@gmail.com

CERTIFIED BY

N.R.A.
&

Texas D.P.S.
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The High Water Trail
From Our 
Friends in     
Cajun Country
 
 Are we “Lost Yet”?...Oh it 
seems we are!...This is the typi-
cal thought on the minds of our 
Cajun Customized Excursions 
guests, while venturing through 
places only wide enough to fit a 
boat in the Atchafalaya Basin. 
And...like clockwork you can 
read the expressions on faces as 
the swamp engulfs our visitors 
and their imaginations.    
 As the high water season 
gets into gear throughout the 
Atchafalaya Basin, may we 
present to you - The High Water Trail!! Two years in the making, Captain Mark has 
carved out a route through the flooded woods where dry land was just months ago. Imag-
ine meandering in and out of a flooded forest with abounding wildlife and some of the 
most pristine secluded ponds one can expect to explore in this vast eco system. 
 Last year was our trial run and it was quite the success! Visitors from all over the 
world had the opportunity to experience this enchanting journey as we embarked on in-
troducing guests to some of the most densely wooded parts of the swamp. 
 As we always tell folks, the only possible people one could expect to run across in 
places like this are either a guy running crawfish traps or duck hunters!...Oh...and you 
would know it, along the route we encounter a duck hunter who has discovered the trail 
and has set up shop in one of the lost ponds that we cross. 
 Much to everyone’s surprise we hear what sounds like a whole bunch of ducks ahead 
as we quietly make our way along the trail. Then...we come up on a duck hunter in the 
process of hunting!! He looks at us with that expression that says “what the heck?”
 Oops!...We signal to him that we are sorry to be messing up his hunt and turn around. 
Lessons learned...Haha! Now we know that January is off limits in this great trail, but 
February and beyond is fair game! So, it begins as we anticipate introducing guests to a 
real swamp experience in the deep woods of the Atchafalaya Basin!
 Of course, there are plenty of other visitor experiences in February leading up to Mardi 

Gras Day, which this 
year will be on March 
5th. There are many 
parades throughout 
South Louisiana lead-
ing up to the actual 
day of Mardi Gras 
and other events that 
allow visitors to en-
gage in with the local 
natives. 
 One of the most 
intriguing experienc-
es on display on Mar-
di Gras Day are the 
many “Rural Mardi 

Gras” events, where folks on horseback go through the country side chasing and catching 
chickens at area farms (with the farmer’s grace of course) and eventually using as part of 
a community gumbo and “fais do do” (Cajun house dance) later in the day. This is truly 
something to experience if one has never witnessed this tradition! 
 Whether it is experiencing a deep swamp excursion, enjoying a piece of king cake, 
catching Mardi Gras beads, and other trinkets; or finding the best boiled crawfish in the 
area, January and February are months that bring some of the most loved traditions for us 
Cajuns and Creoles down here. 
 But of course...who is actually waiting for an excuse to have fun here in South Loui-
siana? So, make plans to be with us this winter! Visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.cajun-
travel.com” www.cajuntravel.com for more information on great things to do in South 
Louisiana!

www.cajuncabinguestcottage.com
337-331-6677
FB at The Cajun Cabin Guest Cottage
FB at Cajun Customized Excursions

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 The famous Drewery Brothers, Terry and Keith, knock-
in’ a big hole in the “all you can eat” buffet at Appleby Sand                 
Mercantile Café in Nacogdoches.

Good News Only Featured in         
Around The Town

Valentine’s Day, also called St. Valentine’s Day (February 14), is a 
holiday when lovers express their affection with greetings and gifts. 
The holiday has origins in the Roman festival of Lupercalia, held in 
mid-February. The festival, which celebrated the coming of spring, in-
cluded fertility rites and the pairing off of women with men by lottery. 
At the end of the 5th century, Pope Gelasius I replaced Lupercalia with 
St. Valentine’s Day. It came to be celebrated as a day of romance from 
about the 14th century.
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MAGNOLIA COURT
Donna Crabtree
Executive Director
dcrabtree@capitalseniorliving.net

magnoliacourtassistedliving.com

FREE Community Events at Magnolia Court

Feb 14th 2:00-4:00 pm Valentine’s Dance
If you are a Senior Citizen join us for a jivin’ good time!
Come to Magnolia Court & join us for live music by Stan Driscol & refreshments.

Feb 20th 11:45-1:00 pm Food for LIFE! Educational Series
“Foods that Contain Anti-Nutrients”
Join us for a complimentary lunch, holistic recipes & remedies.
Hosted by the Nacogdoches Diabetes Support Group.

Feb 21st 12:00 pm Dementia Speaker Series Lunch
Lindsey Turner RN - Dementia Specialist Hospice of East Texas
Topic: “Basic Connection and Communication with Those Who Have Dementia”
Hosted by Hospice of East Texas & Magnolia Court. Lunch provided.

Feb 28th 8:00 am Veterans Breakfast
Join us for a complimentary full breakfast buffet open to all veterans & their
spouses. Each month we have speakers or entertainment. 

March 20th 11:45 am-1:00 pm Food for LIFE! Educational
Series
“The Importance of EATING Your Water” Presented by Lucy Richardson R.N.
Join us for a complimentary lunch, holistic recipes & remedies.
Hosted by the Nacogdoches Diabetes Support Group.

March 28th 8:00 am Veterans Breakfast
Join us for a complimentary full breakfast buffet open to all veterans & their 
spouses. Each month we have speakers or entertainment.

March 30th 4:00-6:00 pm Mardi Gras 
Gumbo Cook-Off!
3 pm Early Entry for Senior Citizens. Public tasting & 
voting begins at 4:00 pm. Join us for delicious gumbo, 
door prizes & live music!

5902 North Street Nacogdoches TX
Questions or to RSVP to an event call 
us at (936) 569-6227!

Although there were several Christian martyrs named Valentine, the day may have taken its name from a priest who was martyred about 270 
CE by the emperor Claudius II Gothicus. According to legend, the priest signed a letter “from your Valentine” to his jailer’s daughter, whom he 
had befriended and, by some accounts, healed from blindness. Other accounts hold that it was St. Valentine of Terni, a bishop, for whom the 

holiday was named, though it is possible the two saints were actually one person. Another common legend states that St. Valentine defied the 
emperor’s orders and secretly married couples to spare the husbands from war. It is for this reason that his feast day is associated with love.

Formal messages, or valentines, appeared in the 1500s, and by the late 1700s commercially printed cards were being used. The first com-
mercial valentines in the United States were printed in the mid-1800s. Valentines commonly depict Cupid, the Roman god of love, along with 
hearts, traditionally the seat of emotion. Because it was thought that the avian mating season begins in mid-February, birds also became a 

symbol of the day. Traditional gifts include candy and flowers, particularly red roses, a symbol of beauty and love.
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    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 Thursday Steak Night at Larry Nabours’ Lugnutz Sports Bar 
& Grill on Highway 59 South in Nacogdoches! Larry’s 16 oz 
ribeyes are amazing! L-R: Jim “The Squirrel Slayer” Adams, Dr. 
Jimmy	 “The	 Chef”	 Redfield,	 Dan	 “The	Man”	 Peppard,	 James	
“The Hunk” Aston and Kevin “The Bus Boy” Bradford. It’s al-
ways like a family and friends reunion when you go there. Larry 
always	sells	out,	so	find	him	on	Facebook	and	reserve	yours	on	
any	Thursday	morning.	He	fires	up	the	grill	at	about	6	p.m.	We	
hope to see you there soon!

PERRY PROPANE
Bottle • Home • Farm

Industry

We service residential, farms and             
industries.  Bottles filled and tanks leased 
and sold. All commercial and residential 

propane installations.

Bayou Classic 
4-Gallon Bayou 
Fryer with 
2 Stainless      
Baskets

Bayou Classic 
Stock Pot with 

Vented Lid in 
Stainless Steel

Large selection 
of  Lodge Cast 
Iron Cookware, 
fish cookers, 

grills, crawfish and shrimp cookers. We sell Bay-
ou Classic Fish Cookers and accessories.

6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Drive)
www.perrypropane.com 

936.564.8448

VIEW 
ONLINE EDITION!

at 
AroundTheTown.us

Main Street Market ~ Nacogdoches comes to the Nacogdo-
ches County Exposition & Civic Center. The facility is located 
at 3805 NW Stallings Nacogdoches, TX. Nacogdoches was 
chosen as the show site due to the local area and wonderful 
show facility. It has also been said that a quality event of this 
kind would be most welcome in the area.  

Vendors from around the state will show items such as candles, 
clothing, gourmet foods, jewelry, Texas handmade, art, gifts, 
hand-crafted pottery, metal art, garden related gifts, photogra-
phy, and so much more. 

Main Street Market ~ Nacogdoches will be held on February 
23-24, 2019 and show hours are 10-5pm Saturday and 11-
4pm on Sunday. This event is open to the public. Admission is 
$5.00; however, customers can save $1.00 on their admission 
by bringing a canned good or nonperishable food item (such as 
peanut butter, tuna, macaroni & cheese, rice, etc.) as a dona-
tion to the food bank. Admission is good for both days and kids 
under 12 are always free.

Just a few booths remain available. For vendor or general in-
formation please call 888-225-3427.

Texas Market Guide is your ultimate source for all things 
Texas. From boots to bluebonnets and beaches to peaches, 
two-step your way from the Cadillac Ranch to the white sands 
of South Padre Island. We’ve scoured all 268,601 square miles 
endeavouring	to	bring	you	the	finest	Texas	has	to	offer.	Wheth-
er you are searching for a new watering hole or just looking 
for a little Texas solitude, our members will satisfy all of your 
needs showcasing their services, wares and personal love for 
the great state of Texas. Texas Market Guide provides an 
unprecedented platform for Texans to share information, goods 
and services. This website puts the entire state and all it has to 
offer	at	your	fingertips.	The Texas Market Guide ... not just a 
website, a state of mind.

Texas Market Guide 
Announces Its Fourth 

Event of the Year



Bailey Bark Materials, Inc.Bailey Bark Materials, Inc.
Family Owned & Operated • Complete Mulch Supply Company 

Mulch - $40 pickup load
Mushroom Compost

Woodchip & Playground Material
Crushed Concrete • Limestone • Asphalt

936-564-1534      3366 FM 2259 Nacogdoches
Where Money Does Grow on Trees!Where Money Does Grow on Trees!

Milford’sM
Barbershop

Milford’sM
Barbershop

Gene • Melissa • Kelly • James

Est. 1951

Hours
Tue. - Fri. 6:30 - 5

Sat. 6:30 - 12

110 N. Church St.
Nacogdoches, TX

936-560-1889
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I BUY USED
Tractors 

for Wholesale – Plus
I can pay CASH!
936.554.4150 –

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com

DANCE!
EVERY SATURDAY

7PM-11PM

2406 Hunter Rd.
Nacogdoches, TX

936.569.9670

FREE classified ads for individuals, 
non-profits & fund-raisers!

Please visit www.AroundTheTown.us, 
read the rules and submit yours . . . 

It’s easy!

Consider 
Small Business
Advertising with
Around the Town
& AroundTheTown.us

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 Grand opening of Uncle Doug’s Community Market 14812 
US Hwy 21, Douglass, TX - 936.615.7773. Fresh produce, BBQ, 
amazing chocolate, jams, teaand Nine Flags Coffee!
 L-R: Marilyn Upshaw, Marion Upshaw, Pearl Upshaw, Fred 
Upshaw, Michelle Morrison, Victor Morrison, Doyle Upshaw,  
Janet Morrison.
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POOLE’S LAWNCARE AND LANDSCAPING

POOLE’S
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Year Round Total Lawn Care • Clean-Ups

Landscape Design & Installation
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

Serving Nacogdoches & Lufkin Areas
www.pooleslawncareandlandscaping.com

Nacogdoches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .936-556-3857
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Sales and Service: 936-564-8381

Four-Wheel Alignment*

$5995
Expires on 1/25/2019
Coupon Code 4D

Check steering, suspension and 
shocks. Set toe-in, camber and caster 
(where applicable). Check tie-rods 
and ball joints. Check tire pressure 
and inspect tires for cuts, damage, 
and uneven wear. Plus tax, if applica-
ble. Coupon valid at vehicle check-in.

*Pricing could vary for some makes and models.

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas
Stone Fort Chapter 

Pattye C. Greer, President 
and Members

Cordially Invite You 
to 

Texas Independence Day
Bell Ringing Ceremony

Saturday, March 2, 2019
10:00 a.m. 

Old University Building
Nacogdoches, Texas

Join us to make the bell ring 183 times!!!

Followed by 100th Birthday Celebration 
for Ann Cox Phillips

“A friend is someone who knows 
all about you and still loves you.”
      — Elbert Hubbard
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This month in Monument Corner we will look at the monument found on 
the front lawn of the Sterne-Hoya House Museum and Library located  at 
201 S. Lanana in Nacogdoches. The monument marks the home of Adol-
phus Sterne who was a financier of the Texas Revolution and a friend of 
Sam Houston. Davy Crockett was a guest in the house for two weeks in 
1835 and Sam Houston was baptized into the Catholic faith in the parlor 
of the house. In 1869 the von der Hoya family purchased the home. It re-
mained in their family until it was donated to the City of Nacogdoches in 
1958 to be used as a library. The monument reads as follows:

MONUMENT 
CORNER

HOME OF
ADOLPHUS STERNE

A PIONEER CITIZEN OF NACOGDOCHES. BORN IN COLOGNE, 
GERMANY, APRIL 5, 1801. ALCALDE AT NACOGDOCHES UNDER 
THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. MEMBER OF THE CONGRESS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. DIED MARCH 27, 1852. BURIED 
IN NACOGDOCHES. HERE GENERAL SAM HOUSTON MADE HIS 
HOME BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER HIS MARRIAGE. THE DOOR 
OF ADOLPHUS STERNE WAS EVER OPEN TO ALL THE WORLD.

ERECTED BY  THE STATE OF TEXAS
1936

Photos by James Aston

Ryleigh HERE 
with Grumbles 
Roofing . . .
My Dad has been setting 
the standard of excellence 
in the roofing business for 
42 years. I want to remind 
you that it’s not too late 
to get your storm claims 
in. So call NOW, for a no 
charge professional roof 
inspection. Don’t let any-
one else replace your roof 
until you’ve spoken to my 
Dad at Grumbles Roofing 
Company, Albert L. Grumbles 
Owner.

Residential Roofing Specialists
Metal Roofs & Repairs
For the Best in Material

& Craftsmanship
•

730 John Brown Rd.
Lufkin, Texas 75904

Visit our web page GrumblesRoofing.com
or Like us on Facebook

936-632-0102

Grumbles Roofing 
Company

The Teahouse of the August Moon
Friday and Saturday, February 8 & 9, 15 & 16, 2019 - 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 10 & 17, 2019 - 2:00 p.m.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and Best Play Tony Award!

February brings the Award-winning Broadway hit from the 1950’s, “The Teahouse of the August Moon”. Marlon Brando 
starred in the film based on the Broadway play.  Lamp-Lite presented the show in 1982 and brings it back to usher in the new 
year.  Take a trip into the past, just after World War II on an island off the coast of Japan.  American troops are setting out to 
teach Western Democracy to the natives, who have their own way of doing things – they would rather have a Teahouse than 
a School House! The star-studded cast will feature Jon Gauntt, Kevin Helmer, Bill Small, Steve Josephsen, David McClary 
Norton, Jackie Vose, Trae Norman, Kearsten Clark and a host of Lamp-Lite regulars of all ages.  All tickets are general seat-
ing and are available at Glass Castles, The Nacogdoches CVB, Kline’s/Wrap-It-Up and at the Theatre Box Office 45 minutes 
before show time.
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ANGELINA COUNTY

“In the 
Loop” 

with Burt Hairgrove

Greetings from the Expo!
 
  Well 2019 has gotten off to great start out here at the Expo. We have 
had some exciting youth rodeo action with the Pineywoods Youth Rodeo 
Association and the Junior High division of the Texas High School Rodeo 
Association each hosting events in January. We hope you had a chance to 
come out and watch. February brings two more youth rodeos and, wait for 
it….BOXING! That’s right, the date is set. Saturday, February 16 – Pre-
mier Boxing Houston and K Pro Boxing Promotion are coming to the Expo 
with	30	of	the	best	up-and-coming	prize	fighters	from	across	the	country.	
Be sure to get your tickets early. Visit our Facebook page, Angelina Expo 
to learn more. Speaking of tickets, 2019 BULL BASH tickets are on sale 
now. This year marks the 30th Anniversary of the signature tournament-
style bull riding event brought to you by Energy Entertainment and featur-
ing a live concert with the roots country rock and roll sound of Texas’ own  
Copper Chief. Go to www.eventbrite.com  to get your tickets early.

Coming in February:
February 2-3: Pineywoods Youth Rodeo Association
February 9-10: Texas High School Rodeo Association Region V
February 16: Premier Boxing Houston / K Pro Boxing Promotions pres-
ents Professional Boxing at the Expo!
February 23: BULL BASH 2019! featuring Copper Chief

Coming in March:
March 2: Micro Wrestling Federation returns to the Expo!
March 8-9: Extreme Monster Truck presents Mechanical Mayhem
March 16-17: Pineywoods Youth Rodeo Association
 
EXPO FACT:	Did	you	know,	the	Angelina	Benefit	Rodeo	has	been	regu-
larly	voted	one	of	the	top	five	mid-size	rodeos	in	the	U.S.	by	the	Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Association? For the price of a ticket from any 
Lufkin Lions Club member, you can see World Champions and National 
Finals Rodeo contestants compete right here in Lufkin on top livestock 
provided by Stace Smith Pro Rodeo.
 
Visit us on Facebook as Angelina Expo or go to our website www.ange-
linaexpocenter.com to learn more about upcoming events. Stay tuned for 
more announcements or just give us a call (936) 637 EXPO. 

See you in Lufkin at the Expo! 
 
Burt Hairgrove, Director

1. Make a budget – It may help to think of it as a spending plan. By planning  
 out your expenditures, such as food, entertainment, vehicle, credit cards, etc.,  
 you’ll have a better understanding of where you’re allocating your income  
 and how much is available to spend on each activity. Like a diet, a budget is  
 only successful if you stick to it!

2. Build up an emergency fund – Ideally, you’ll want enough cash reserves to  
 cover necessary living expenses for at least 3-6 months. Establish a goal for
  the amount you want to reach. Set a timeline as to when you want to reach  
 your goal. Next, get started. An easy way to do this would be to set up a  
 payroll deduction for a set amount out of your paycheck to go into your sav- 
	 ings	account.	You’ll	find	this	will	make	it	easier	to	achieve	your	goal.

3. Assess your life changes – This is a good time to assess your situation as to  
 where you are in your cycle of life. Are you starting a family? Are your kids  
 starting college? Are you getting ready to retire? This is a good time to  
 update your will, evaluate your insurance coverage including life and disabil- 
 ity, check your credit report and review your retirement fund.

4. Protect your identity – Protecting your identity can be as simple as monitor- 
	 ing	your	financial	and	online	accounts.
 • Review your monthly statements for any suspicious activity
 • Avoid using your social security number whenever possible
 • Be wary of opening suspicious e-mails (don’t click on any attachments)
 • When on the internet, be sure you are on a secure website before you sub 
  mit personal information online (check the URL begins with https).

5.	Further	your	financial	knowledge	– There are books, TV shows and tons of
		 information	on	the	internet	that	can	offer	insight	into	the	ever-changing	finan-	
 cial industry. In addition, you can stop by Southland Federal Credit Union to  
 pick up a copy of “Building Wealth”* as a gift from us to you.  

		 These	are	just	a	few	resolutions	that	may	help	improve	your	overall	financial	
health.	What’s	your	financial	resolution	for	2019?	If	you’re	interested	in	learning	
how we can help you, visit us online at www.SouthlandFCU.com to learn more 
about	the	benefits	of	becoming	a	member	of	our	credit	union.	Our	credit	union	
is open to anyone who lives, works or worships in Angelina, Houston or Trinity 
Counties.	Or	give	us	a	call	at	936-639-2311.	Our	main	office	is	at	2601	S	John	
Redditt Dr, Lufkin, TX 75904.  
  At Southland Federal Credit Union “Where people helping people really 
matters” is not just a slogan but a core value in everything we do! Funds feder-
ally insured by NCUA.

*while supplies last

Financial Resolutions 
for 2019

Jon Matthews - CEO
Southland Federal Credit Union
2601 S. John Redditt Dr.
Lufkin, TX  75904
936.639.2311

STRINGER’S

203 S. Chesnut • Lufkin, TX 75901 • www.lufkinbbq.com
(936) 634-4744 • Fax (936) 634-6084
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February 2019 at the 
Lufkin CVB
 Kick off the New Year with the 2019 season of the Pines Presents series. Enjoy 
a night out with dinner and a show in historic downtown Lufkin!  
 The Angelina Arts Alliance presents Jackie Evancho on Friday, February 1st at 
the Temple Theater. A worldwide sensation when she was only ten years old, Jackie 
Evancho is moving past the exuberant promise of a child prodigy vocalist, toward 
maturity as a singer, as a creative artist and as a young woman. Fresh from her spot-
light performance of the National Anthem at the Presidential inauguration in January, 
she seizes the moment with the release of Two Hearts, her long-awaited new album 
released through a partnership with Portrait/Sony Masterworks. The album not only 
features popular hits both old and new, and classical crossover Italian songs, but also 
Jackie’s emerging gifts as a collaborative songwriter. A career that began with a little 
girl’s fascination with the film soundtrack of The Phantom of the Opera has become 
an evolving and enduring musical phenomenon. Tickets can be purchased by calling 
the Angelina Arts Alliance box office at 936-633-5454.
 Brookshire Brothers and the Lufkin Convention and Visitors Bureau bring you 
Pour and Explore: Into the Heart of Australia on Tuesday, February 5th. From the 
sun-rich Outback to your open glass, embark on a wanderLOVE adventure with your 
sweetheart this Valentine’s Day.
 Join us as we enjoy a five course dinner paired with a fine selection of wines 
from the Schild Estate Vineyards, located in the southern Barossa Valley of Australia.  
Tickets are $65/person or $550/reserved table of 8. There is limited seating and you 
must be 21 or older. To purchase tickets, call 936-633-0359.
 Come and have your soul renewed with Selah on Thursday, February 21st at 
the Pines Theater in historic downtown Lufkin. Selah has a passion for ministry and 
a deep love for the church – for 20 years these have been constants for the musical 
tour de force known as Selah. With eight Dove Awards,  A Gold Certified album, and 
eight #1 singles. The group’s signature hits include “You Raise Me Up,” and “Won-
derful, Merciful Savior.” Tickets for the 2019 shows are available online at www.
angelinaarts.org or by calling the Angelina Arts Alliance box office at 936-633-5454.
 Join The Pines Theater for a fantastic night featuring Divas on Broadway, Satur-
day, February 23rd in honor of Black History Month. Tickets to all shows are avail-
able online at www.thepineslufkin.com or by calling 936-633-0359.
 For more information on any of the above events or to learn about other upcom-
ing events in the community, please check out our online event calendar at www.vis-
itlufkin.com. Also, don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook at Visit Lufkin for updates 
and events.

Emily Brashear
Administrative Assistant 
Lufkin CVB – Pines Theater – Main Street Lufkin
City of Lufkin
(936) 633-0359
www.visitlufkin.com

Hello!

 Gail and I purchased our home in Lufkin, 

September 28, 2018. Our move was immediate. 

Before that neither of us had ever been to Lufkin. 

We’re making new discoveries every day. The oth-

er day we went into the Chamber of Commerce 

in Lufkin to buy tickets for an upcoming program. 

While perusing the available literature we came 

across your newspaper.

 What a find! Where do you put it out in 

Lufkin? Is it a monthly? If so, what time of 

month?

Mike LeBlanc
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   Have you ever noticed those markers 
on the side of the road or in front of build-
ings that document history at that particu-
lar site? I try to read as many as possible, 
although there are many scattered through 
East Texas and hundreds across the state. 
On these historical markers, you will find 
interesting facts about those who came 
before us and the part they had in shaping 
the future.
 I located the website https://atlas.thc.

state.tx.us/Map recently and discovered a wealth of information about our local 
historical markers. It displays every historical marker in the state and you can 
read the history of each one by clicking the dots on the map.
 The information and history is exciting. Before there were roads here in our 
neck of the pineywoods, people still had to travel and have access to goods and 
services. So the ferry system existed right here in East Texas to help satisfy those 
needs.
 Clark’s Ferry was located just off US 59 South near Diboll. This important 
crossing was established in 1856 and located on the Neches River between An-
gelina and Polk counties. There was even a small town and cemetery established 
near the ferry site. I can imagine the hustle and bustle on delivery days. The ferry 
was phased out with the building of modern roadways and vehicles.
 Even older than Clark’s Ferry was the Don Joaquin Crossing on Bedias Trail 
on the Angelina River between Lufkin and Nacogdoches. Also located near US 
59 and born out of necessity, this crossing was used by Indians, explorers and 
traders. It led from the Bedias Indian camps on the lower Trinity River to the 
Spanish missions near Nacogdoches. The railroad and roadways replaced the 
crossing with modern ways to get from Lufkin to Nacogdoches.
 The Don Joaquin Crossing and Clark’s Ferry were located on opposite ends 
of Angelina County and were important to the development and history of East 
Texas. And so now you know how early Angelina County residents were able to 
access goods and services when a buggy ride to the nearest Walmart would take 
days.
 The next time you spot a historical marker, try to stop and take in a little East 
Texas history, or better yet, access the website and take a trip back in time.

Rhonda Oaks

Historical 
Markers

ADVERTISE YOUR 
ANGELINA COUNTY 
BUSINESS HERE!
936.554.5822

SHOP LOCAL

216 North First Street
Lufkin, Texas 75901

936-824-3010
cell 936-635-4113

pickersparadisellc50@gmail.com

Ask about our 1/2 price room specials!

Michelle M
erchant - Owner

PICKER’S
PARADISE LLC

1800 Ford Chapel Road • Lufkin, Texas 75904 • 559-530-6441

LUFKIN
Post 1836
VFW

E V E N T S
Feb 2 - Glenn Lenderman Band
6:00 pm - 10 pm

Feb 16 - Maxey’s Dance 
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Feb 3 - Super Bowl Sunday
Noon till game’s over
Game starts @ 3:30 pm

Feb 23 - Professional Wrestling
7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Feb 14 -Valentine DJ Party
7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Feb 28 - Angelina Community 
Theater (The Odd Couple)
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Cash Bar at all Events

Something Special for 
Valentine’s Day

  Heart of the Pines Chorus is offering a personalized singing Valen-
tine’s Day tribute, all day February 14, in the Nacogdoches and Lufkin 
areas.  To book your surprise, contact Wendy at (303) 290-8141.
 For $35 a small group or quartet of singers will:
  •  Arrive at a prearranged location
  •  Sing to your special someone
  •  Deliver a rose
  •  Take a keepsake photo of this unique and lasting memory
 Heart of the Pines Chorus is an extraordinary group of women from 
the Nacogdoches area who gather together in celebration of the a capella 
art form known as barbershop music.
 Directed by TJ Reed, the chorus can be heard throughout the year, 
singing for civic and charitable organizations, private groups, churches, 
community events, and fundraisers. A fall show, singing telegrams for Val-
entine’s Day, veterans’ memorials, and annual regional competition round 
out each year.
 Heart of the Pines Chorus is always looking for new members and 
more performance events. Rehearsal is each Monday at North Street 
Church of Christ in Nacogdoches from 6:30-9pm. Visitors are always wel-
come!
 For more information please visit the website at heartofthepines
chorus.org.	 And	 find	 us	 on	 Facebook	 at	 https://www.facebook.com/
Heartofthepines/
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SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY

Finding Graves
by Neal Murphy

 Some people search for hidden treasure while others look for unmarked 
graves. San Augustine native Connie Sanders Owens falls into the latter category.  
San Augustine County is replete with cemeteries, from manicured and well-kept 
ones to small family plots almost hidden from view over the years. Many old 
graves were marked with rocks or wooden stakes that are now gone after years 
of deterioration. These unmarked graves are the biggest frustration for genealogy 
researchers like Connie, being unable to locate the burial site of an ancestor.
 Connie has a passion for mapping and identifying graves in San Augustine 
County. In fact, she, with help from several other people, has completed and 
published six books which record the population of the older cemeteries in the 
county, including Attoyac, Thomas, McRae, Macune, Shiloh, and Sowell, which 
are scattered throughout the county. Two more cemetery books are almost ready 
for publication.

 So, what does Connie do whenever she 
comes head to head with a dead end? (No pun 
intended). Well, she resorts to a secret weapon 
- metal dowsing rods.  Grave dowsing cannot 
give her the name of the person buried in any 
un-marked grave, but it can identify the loca-
tions of unmarked graves within a cemetery or 
lot, and also provides some clues to their gen-
der and age.
 Dowsing is an age-old art that has been 
used for centuries to locate water, oil, miner-
als, and yes, graves. She does not understand 
exactly why her technique works, but assures 
any skeptic that it does. Connie made her 
dowsing rods from two ordinary coat hangers, 
cutting off the hook then straightening out the 
wire.  She then made a 90 degree bend in each, 

leaving about six inches as a “handle” to grasp the remaining eighteen inches. 
She then holds the two rods lightly in her hands, with elbows at her waist, and 
forearms parallel to the ground. The rods are held straight out, also parallel to the 
ground and parallel with each other. She cautions not to hold the rods too tightly, 
only enough to keep the rods parallel.
 Christian graves are normally laid out in a west/east direction. So it is best to 
walk in north/south direction when trying to locate a cemetery. If she walks over 
a grave, the rods will cross and then uncross as she steps off them. If she finds 
that a pattern develops (cross, three steps, cross, three steps, cross, etc), she has 
probably found a cemetery.
 Connie says that she can determine the approximate age of the person buried 
in an unmarked grave by beginning at the foot/head of the grave and walk the 
length. The rods will cross at the feet/head and remain crossed until she reaches 
the other end at which time they will uncross. She counts the steps as she walks 
the length of the body. For her, 1-2 steps indicates an infant, 2-3 a toddler, 3-4 a 
child, 5 steps an adolescent or short adult, 6 an adult, and 7 steps a tall adult.
 But she says the rods can give her the gender of the person buried using the 
following method: She stands over the center of a grave and balances the handle 
of one rod on her index finger, holding the rod straight down. The rod will begin 
making a circular motion. It will rotate clockwise for a male and counter-clock-
wise for a female. No matter how the body is laid in the grave, this method will 
give the correct gender.
 What happens if the deceased was cremated? Can her method still work?  
Connie says that it can still work but is more difficult. They are detectible if the 
ashes were buried in a container. When crossing over the buried containers of 
ashes, the rods will react differently, swinging together from left to right in a 
horizontal pendulum motion. Unfortunately, she cannot determine gender, nor 

Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown children. 
Moving back after retiring, now with five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a hobby, 
writing short stories of humorous things that he ob-
served over the years. He was an ambulance driver in 
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over 
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes sto-
ries of his forty-four years as a state certified police of-
ficer working for seven different departments. After liv-
ing in five different states, he is now retired back in San 
Augustine and has his stories printed in seven different 
newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate of Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Deacon in a Baptist Church and 
former Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as Choir Director at several 
churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in San Augustine and works 
three days a week. He was the director of the restoration og the old county records dat-
ing back to the 1800s. 

316 West Columbia  •  San Augustine, Texas 75972

Clay Hargrove - Funeral Director

936.275.2311
936.201.9789 cell
diggerhargrove@yahoo.com

Heart of Texas ““HOT”” Grill
102 East Columbia Street • San Augustine, Texas 75972

936-288-3722         Mon - Sat: 11-8 

Everything is Bigger & Better in Texas.
We are locally owned and Texas Proud! 
Great Food, Great Waitresses and most of 
all Great Open Hearts! A great place to have luncheons, small 
parties, showers, reunions, etc. So, come visit the Heart of 
Texas “Hot” Grill in San Augustine and enjoy our “Down Home” 
Cooking. If you bring a copy of this ad you will receive a free 
appetizer. Yawl come – ya hear!

Please come and join us at the 
Heart of Texas “Hot” Grill.

can the ashes be located if they were scattered on top of the ground.
 The question is, what causes the dowsing rods to cross then uncross? Some 
scientists claim that the rods pick up a disturbance in the earth’s magnetic field.  
Others claim that they are picking up the gases from decaying bodies. Some say 
that the body mass turns to energy which affects the metal rods when passed over 
the field. However, some tests have been conducted on live people lying on their 
back. The rods will cross over the body, and will also give a gender reading. So, 
the above theories by scientists cannot be true if this method also works on living 
individuals.
 Connie is passionate about San Augustine’s historical cemeteries and the re-
cording of those interred whose lives have been lost to time as their graves have 
vanished. “I believe that everyone whose life ended in an unmarked grave is 
important. Not everyone was famous, but all were notable citizens whose graves 
should be found and marked. Witching, though not scientific, is the only way we 
have to locate the graves of those lost souls. We can afford two coat hangers, but 
not a back hoe or earth x-raying equipment.”
 Connie’s husband, Jim, was definitely a skeptic of her early dowsing activi-
ties until he saw her rods in action at a cemetery. He walked back to their car yell-
ing over his shoulder, “Woman, I’m out of here!”  He is now a reluctant believer.  
You will have to be the judge.

Be my Valentine!
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Mary Kay’s Country Diner
806 N. El Camino Crossing  •  Hwy 96 North  •  San Augustine, TX

936-275-0121 (Call In Orders Welcome)
Closed Monday

Tue-Thur 10:30 am-2:30 pm
Fri 10:30 am-8 pm

Sat & Sun 7:30 am-2:30 pm

Steam Table Lunch 10:30 am-2 pm

All Home Cooked Food
mkbhardy@yahoo.com Like us on Facebook

“I’ve been advertising in Around the Town 
from the very start two years ago and it’s the 
best money I’ve ever spent. Several times each 
month, we hear from someone who’s seen our 
ad in the paper. I highly recommend Around the 
Town!”

Hunter Perry
Mike Perry Motors
San Augustine, TX

ADVERTISE YOUR 
SAN AUGUSTINE 
BUSINESS HERE!
936.554.5822

YOUR FULL COLOR
3” X 5” AD HERE

ONLY $75.00 FOR ONE MONTH
SAVE 20% ON 12-MONTH CONTRACT

ONLY $60.00 PER MONTH
(AD CHANGES PERMISSABLE EACH MONTH AT NO CHARGE)

CONTACT DAVID STALLINGS
936-554-5822

info@AroundTheTown.us 

Imogene’s Café
936-275-2004

Imogene’s Café
936-275-2004

129 E COLUMBIA ST •SAN AUGUSTINE TX
HOURS: Monday-Thursday: 7:30 AM-7:00 PM

Friday: 7:30 AM-8:00 PM   Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Get Orders in Early for our chocolate covered strawberries!
Ask about our Catering Services

PIES – CAKES – CANDIES – DESSERT TRAYS – CUPCAKES

Valentine Day Specials
Prime Rib OR Chicken Marinara over angel hair pasta

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 We stopped by the Davmar Gallery and caught Dave on 
one of his afternoon coffee breaks. About three times each day 
he stops for a cup of Joe. Check out his new “Art on the Vine” 
or perhaps, “Brush and Breakfast,” that’s a cool spin on painting 
with	a	twist.	Also	find	him	on	facebook	at	Davmar	Gallery,	Cen-
ter, Texas or www.davidwmasterson.com. Located at 132 Nacog-
doches St. - Center, Texas - 936.591.2971

Free classifieds ads are for individuals, non-profit organizations and fund-         rais-
ers only.  No commercial business ads here, please!  No “Lonely Hearts” ads ac-
cepted.  Ads are run on a first-come, first served basis.  Ads must be submitted 
no later than the 25th of each month for publication on the 1st day of the month.  
Our space for free classifieds is limited, so there is no guarantee that your ad will 
appear.  Ads will be screened and no distasteful or obscene ads will be allowed.  
Each ad will be run only one time with no repeats of the same items.  Since we are 
a monthly publication, you may continue to receive calls after your item is sold.  
Please include your area code and number at the end of the ad.
*Please limit ads to 4 lines or less. Only ads 4 lines or less will be accepted.

CLASSIFIEDS

Dance the 2nd Friday of each month, SPJST Lodge 197 Hughes St, 
Lufkin, Texas. Features a live country band and a pot luck dinner. 
7-10 pm. Family environment. Contact: D. Franklin 936-715-7116.

Denning Animal Rescue -  Adopt Don’t Shop
(936) 288-0844 landline and denninganimalrescue@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/denninganimalrescue
www.denninganimalrescue.org

Singing Valentine for Your Someone Special
Heart of the Pines Chorus - February 14
Surprise with a song, rose and keepsake photo.
Contact Wendy at (303) 290-8141.
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Mike Perry Motor 
Company Carries On a 
Proud Tradition
by Terri Lacher
talacher@sbcglobal.net

FOR SALE
BY OWNER!
Nacogdoches

2016 30’ 
Coachman Catalina 

w/slideout - Never used!

$16,000.00

936.615.6604

2001 GMC Van with 
powered wheelchair lift

• Braun Lift was recently serviced
• 94K Miles • 350 V-8 • New A/C compressor

$7,500.00 obo

 Mike Perry Motor Company is a fourth-generation business who has proudly 
served	the	East	Texas	area	for	over	fifty	years.	Mike	Perry	Chevrolet	Buick	and	
Perry Kawasaki dealership has been a part of San Augustine on Main Street since 
2001. The original dealership was Roper Motor Company which operated from 
1961 until 2001 when the Perry family bought out Roper and expanded their 
business to include San Augustine. Hunter said that there had always been some 
kind of dealership at the Main Street location. He thought that a livery stable was 
originally in the same spot.
 Hunter’s grandfather, Will Kendrick, was in the business of selling cars. 
Kendrick’s Chrysler Plymouth was located in downtown Nacogdoches across 
from the Mize Department Store. Hunter’s mother, Betty, and his father, Mike, 
continued the business which eventually expanded to several locations in Nacog-
doches, and included the dealership in San Augustine. Hunter’s brothers, Ray 
and Rex still operate the Nacogdoches companies which include Mike Perry Mo-
tors on South Street, and Rex Perry Autoplex.
 Hunter said he began working in the family business at the age of 12 during 
the early 1980’s. His father set down the principles early for each of his children 
that instilled the value of earning a living and pride in their work. He went from 
washing cars, to parts and servicing, and when he graduated from high school, 
he began selling automobiles. When asked if he did this with his own three chil-
dren, he smiled and nodded. He added both his girls began babysitting at 12, 
and had other part time jobs as they have gotten older. When his son turns 12, he 
will follow in his father’s footsteps and will probably help out at the dealership 
alongside of his father. It is these strengths and values that have built the fam-
ily business into the strong, customer-oriented, top car dealership it has become 
today. 
 The Perry family are not strangers to their community. Hunter’s father, Mike 
Perry,	just	finished	serving	a	four	year	term	as	Nacogdoches	County	judge.	They	
remain very active in supporting various projects, sports programs, and schools, 
and are members of the local Chamber of Commerce. 
 Hunter loves every aspect of his job, especially providing quality service 
to his customers, who he considers friends. The friendly and helpful staff have 
also worked with Hunter for a number of years. Between the great teamwork 
of the San Augustine staff, 
their Kawasaki division of 
the company was honored 
as the top Kawasaki deal-
ership in the nation during 
December 2018, and they 
currently remain fourth in 
the state of Texas. Hunter 
mentioned several times 
that this was made possible 
only because of the hard 
work and efforts from each 
of his long-standing em-
ployees whom he appreci-
ates greatly. If you are in the
market for a new car, or need
that off-road Kawasaki to get
you through the woods, stop by for a visit at Mike Perry Chevrolet-Buick-          
Kawasaki in San Augustine on Main Street.

L-R: Hunter Perry, Kathy Bennefield, Dennis Barnes, 
James Moore, Flocelo Landin, Brandon Sharp and 
Chris Rhame.

Read Around the Town on the web 
at www.AroundTheTown.us

Double EE Boot & Saddle RepairDouble EE Boot & Saddle Repair

Custom Leather Work

“Saving Souls one Boot at a time”

410 West Columbia
(Next to Railroad Tracks)

San Augustine, Texas
936-661-1829
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 K&L Contractors, Inc., located in Center, Texas, has provided services for the 
Texas	and	Louisiana	area	oilfields	for	more	than	15	years.	They	are	a	family	oriented	
business which takes pride in their work, and include their families in all of their 
activities. They make it their objective of their business to perform their services in 
the	 fastest	 and	most	 efficient	way	possible,	maintaining	high	 standards	with	 their	
employees and equipment.
 The company was formed in 2001, when Roy D. “Boo” Klein and Mike Lout 
“decided	to	pool	their	talents	on	a	joint	venture.”	At	first	they	did	annular	injections,	
which	is	a	process	where	water	is	injected	into	the	oil	field	to	increase	pressure	and	
stimulate production. The water injection wells are found both on and offshore to 
increase oil recovery from existing reservoirs.
 The demand for business increased, and they were soon constructing well pads, 
private roads, and frac ponds, which led to the need for more equipment. As a result, 
K&L Contractors, Inc. now owns 
a variety of heavy equipment and 
their service has expanded to include 
East, West, and South Texas, as well 
as Louisiana.
 Their services have been ex-
tended to include some of the top 
oil and gas companies in the indus-
try, such as Chesapeake Operating, 
Inc., Ergon Exploration, Inc., Exco 
Resources, Inc., and SM Energy 
Company. While maintaining excel-
lent safety standards for their employees, they also hold the necessary expertise to 
continue	to	be	the	top	in	their	field	of	oil	and	gas	field	services.	In	addition	to	their	oil	
and	gas	field	work,	they	also	perform	private	landowner	services	such	as	dirtwork,	
land clearing, and construction of livestock ponds. 
 As a family oriented business, they take great pride in what they do. Their objec-
tive is simple. “When it comes to business, our view is that our family is serving your 
family.”
	 For	your	next	oil	and	gas	field	work,	or	private	landowner	work,	K&L	Contrac-
tors, Inc. are conveniently located off Highway 7 West in Center.

K & L Contractors, Inc. 
in Center . . . A Family 
Affair
by Terri Lacher
talacher@sbcglobal.net

SHELBY COUNTY

BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER

HOURS
7:00 - 5:30 Monday thru Friday

7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061

HOPKINS WRECKER 24-HOUR SERVICE
936.564.7722

Nacogdoches   Timpson   Center

Custom Sliced Meat & Cheese, 
Jams, Relishes, Fried Pies, 

Homemade Bread, and Candies

936-254-9695

Thurs. & Fri. 9 am-5:30 pm
Saturday 9 am-4:30 pm

497 N 1st Street (Hwy 59)
Timpson, TX 75975

Special Order 

Fresh Strawberry Pies for 

Valentines!

“A flower cannot blossom 
without sunshine, and man 
cannot live without love.”
– Max Muller, Philologist
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3828 South Street  •  936.564.7353

MIKE PERRY MOTOR COMPANY

We would love to see you
 in a new or 

pre-owned vehicle
FROM

 As high school students approach graduation their minds begin to 
ponder what the future holds.Some will attend college.Others will choose 
technical	 school.	They	may	 seek	 certifications	 or	 licenses	 in	 fields	 that	
interest them. Some will immediately enter the workforce. Opportunities 
abound.
 Transition coordinators help students with disabilities and their fami-
lies prepare for the transition to adult life after graduation from high 
school. They begin working with students at age 14, meeting with them 
annually to discuss possibilities, opportunities and the paths that will get 
them where they want to go.
 The Nacogdoches County Schools Shared Services Agreement (com-
monly called the Co-Op), employs Lisa Presley as transition coordinator. 
This	 is	her	first	year	 in	 the	position,	having	previously	worked	 in	other	
places as a PE teacher, special education teacher, coach, curriculum coor-
dinator, Response to Intervention coordinator and assistant principal.
  “Nacogdoches is my home town, and I was ready to move back 
home,” she said. Little did Ms. Presley know when she was hired that she 
and the new director of the Nacogdoches County Co-Op, Deborah Jones, 
have a shared bond. Their parents and families have been friends for many 
years. Ms. Jones also returned to Nacogdoches County this year, after hav-
ing worked other places. Both women care deeply about students, and they 
have brought enthusiasm and passion to their positions.
 Texas law outlines the ways a transition coordinator serves students. 
Starting at age 14, the law requires that a coordinated set of activities 
should be established for a student with a disability, with a clear focus 
on results. The results of the activities must include measurable goals for 
their life after graduation, with assessments related to training, education, 
employment and (where appropriate), independent living skills. In other 
words,	a	transition	coordinator	helps	each	student	find	a	direction	for	their	

lives and helps connect them with training and resources that will maxi-
mize their potential.
 Ms. Presley introduces families to outside agencies such as Texas 
Workforce Solutions, Burke Center, trade schools and two or four-year 
colleges. The goal is to help students plan for life after high school, wheth-
er	that	means	furthering	their	education	or	finding	a	job.	To	do	that,	Ms.	
Presley speaks to students individually to determine their abilities and in-
terests.	Then,	she	tries	to	help	them	find	jobs	that	will	work	with	their	high	
school schedules. 
 “Our students are amazing and hard-working individuals looking for 
an opportunity to make money and gain employable skills for after high 
school graduation.”
 She works hand-in-hand with high school counselors. “Many parents 
and students don’t know all the agencies and possibilities out there for 
students with slight learning disabilities, to multiple learning disabilities, 
or the opportunities for employment,” she said. She enjoys helping them 
to make those connections.
 Ms. Jones said Ms. Presley has done a great job reaching out to many 
potential	employers.	It	is	sometimes	a	challenge	to	find	jobs	in	rural	areas,	
but Impact Nac, Goodwill, Chireno Café and Martinsville Café are just a 
few of the employers who have stepped up and hired students.
 Ms. Jones said some of the school districts also employ students on 
12-week rotations. The students work in different departments of the dis-
tricts, gaining varied and valuable skill sets that will make them more em-
ployable, after graduation.
 Ms. Presley said one of the things she enjoys most about this job is 
that she gets to work with eight different school districts. “I come from a 
long line of educators,” she said. “Making a difference in children’s lives 
is the legacy my family has left for me.”

Transition Coordinator Helps Students 
Prepare for Life After Graduation

Submitted by the Nacogdoches County Schools Shared Services Agreement

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming event or fundraiser,

please send to Info@AroundTheTown.us
We’ll help spread the word!

Please include a contact phone number.


