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FREE 24/7 Local News
Coming July 15th!
  Around the Town Publisher, David Stallings, recently announced that 
a new FREE 24/7 online local news service for Nacogdoches County will 
launch on July 15, 2022.
 NacNewsNow.com will be available on all digital devices. “The site 
will feature 24-hour postings of local news including; obituaries, school 
news, sports, entertainment events, arrests, accident reports, first respond-
er calls, public records, church activities, club events and weather. We feel 
that this is a much-needed service and we’re looking forward to work-
ing with local government entities and non-profit organizations to provide 
it. Your school, church, non-profit organization or service club may send 
news releases to News@NacNews.com and we’ll be happy to publicize 
your events at no charge,” Stallings said. To advertise, please contact 
Sharon Roberts at 936.552.6758 or Tracy Broadway at 936.591.1939.
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Thank you for 6 great years with Around the Town!

 As I sit at my computer starting this 
article, Dear Readers, I thought perhaps 
it might be best to introduce myself and 
give you some idea as to where we go 
from here. Every family has a story; 
ours is no exception.
 First of all, my name is Jim and my 
wife’s name is Mary Beth. We met at 
the University of Texas – Austin (Dis-
claimer: One of our grandsons and one 
of our granddaughters are currently en-
rolled at A&M.). We are both science 
nerds – Mary Beth has a degree in Biology
and I in Chemistry. After I spent a year working as a research chemist at the Uni-
versity of Florida, we thought it time that we think about where we would like to 
settle and spend our lives. There was a job opening at Stephen F. Austin State Col-
lege. SFA was located about equidistance from my parents in the Dallas area and 
MB’s in Houston. We did not realize until sometime later that my grandmother, 
Mary Jane Evans, was born in Appleby. I and fifty other people applied for the SFA 
Chemistry job and I was blessed to get the position.
 Back then MB and I were both city-slickers, still wet behind the ears, who 
knew nothing about small town life. We had a lot to learn and the learning process 
has been absolutely wonderful. Back then Nacogdoches was a quaint little college 
town. North Street was a narrow two-lane street with no turn lane. It was lined with 
stately mansions and large oaks whose tops seemed to embrace one another. The 
street seemed to beacon travelers to take a step back in time as they journeyed this 
beautiful thoroughfare. 
 We purchased a small home on North Pecan and began our lives in Nacog-
doches as a young married couple. It had a nice, modest backyard but lacked one 
thing – a vegetable garden. I soon went to work with a shovel (I had no power 

Welcome to Our New 
Monthly Columnist, 
Dr. Jim Garrett

Jim and Mary Beth Garrett
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Beginning July 15!
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Nikki Evans-Wallace State Farm
(936) 560-4600 phone
www.nikkiwallace.com

FAMILY • FRIENDS • COMMUNITY

Located across from Splash Kingdom

Sam Sharp  •  Clay Jones
3915 NW Stallings Drive  •  Nacogdoches, Texas

936.305.3346

• All tractors come with a 2-year Bumper-to-Bumper, 
6-year Engine/Power Train Warranty 

• Free Delivery • Free First 50-hour service
• Prices are subject to change • Easy Financing/Credit Approval

 • Rozell Sprayers in Stock

Complete AgComplete Ag
Tractor & Tractor & 

EquipmentEquipment

Greenworks ZTR
Battery Powered,

42” Cut 
$4,999; $120/month

T474 No Cab
47 HP,  Hydrostatic, 

Loader, 4WD 
$27,950; $400/month

T574 with Cab
57 HP, A/C and Heat,   
Hydrostatic, Loader, 4WD 
$38,250; $550/month

T754 with Cab
75 HP, A/C and Heat,

Power Shuttle, Loader, 
4WD, NO DEF 

$49,500; $715/month

T1104 with Cab
110 HP, A/C and Heat, 
Power Shuttle,32-Speed Trans, 
Loader, 4WD 
$68,000; $1,075/month

NORTH FOREST
PUTTING COURSE
HOURS OF OPERATION

July - August
Seven Days a Week

 2 - 10 pm

Admission $6.50 per person
Groups $6.00 per person

3507 North Street / Nacogdoches

936.564.6525 or
936.564.2622
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 Big Doings at 
Millard’s Crossing
  Good day readers. Millard’s Crossing had a 4 day event from June 5th – 
June 9th. We had a car show, bounce houses, water slides, demos and all day; 
music events every evening, Monday through Thursday. Great BIG Thank You 
to all the volunteers that came out to spend the days ready to show any and 
all guests that came out what we do here and more. If you missed it you will 
have another chance to come visit. Just to name a few of the demos: stained 
glass, leaf casting, paper making, canning, jelly making, wow so much more. 
Children of all ages had a chance to have their hair braided, face painted, listen-
ing to stories, as well as getting to be in the Old School House, learning how 
to use a different kind of pen. Lonnie With Fire and BlackIron Chuckwagon 
were here making awesome cinnamon rolls, beans, cabbage and sausage and so 
much more. Thanks to Ellis Timber Company and R&K Distributors, for being 
sponsors; thanks to guests that came out to take part in the events, the board, 
wonderful staff, our Chamber and CVB for supporting our events.
  We are looking forward to our next big event, which will be October 29, 
2022, 10:00am – 9:00pm for Halloween! I heard there may be a Murder Mys-
tery Dinner the 28th of October, you have to act fast, this will fill up fast once 
we open reservations!! Please keep reading Around the Town, our Facebook 
page, and website for more information. 
  When you come out to Millard’s Crossing you will notice we have made 
some changes, from the new entrance to moving the General Store items to 
the Visitor Center and Gift Shop. Remember if you would like to buy Texas 
goodies, just swing on over to the gift shop, you will find jewelry, spoon rests, 
wallets, coin purses, snow globes, cups, glasses, and so much more. 
  Our prices are $10.00 for a Self – Guided Tour, and if you would like to 
have a guided tour, please call two weeks in advance so we can line that up for 
you and your group, fee is $20.00 per person.
  We rent the Rebellion Barn, Chapel, Parsonage, and Reception House, for 
weddings, parties, showers, and more. Please call the office or go to our website 
for more information. 
  Please stay hydrated out there with this heat, stay as cool as you can! We 
look forward to seeing you soon!!

equipment.) and dug up an area about fifteen by five feet. Not having any experi-
ence as a gardener, I called upon my wife whose father had gardens in Houston to 
tell me what to plant in our “starter” garden. She said that radishes sprout quickly 
and grow well. So, I planted FIVE rows of radish seeds. Yes, they all came up 
quickly and they all matured quickly. We had been taught not to waste food and we 
felt obligated to eat all we had grown. Did you know, Dear Readers, that there are 
MANY ways one can prepare radishes? One can eat them plain, one can slice them 
to garnish salads, one can boil them, one can scallop them, and one can even boil 
and eat the stems and leaves as greens. For many, many years the thought of eating 
radishes was not one of our culinary desires.
 Let me digress for just a moment to tell you that Mary Beth is a very innovative 
cook. When she was a student, she was the “housemother” of a girls’ co-op there 
in Austin. She had the responsibility of planning the meals and assigning cooking 
duties to some thirty girls. She ordered the food and being on a limited budget, she 
had to know how to correct mistakes the girls would occasionally make. Her recipe 
file allowed her to repeat a dish every three months! She was a master cook at age 
21. Shortly after our arrival in Nacogdoches, she was visited by a couple of “more 
mature” ladies who told her about the SFA Faculty Women’s Club. They also men-
tioned a number of sub-groups, one of which was the Gourmet Club. Mary Beth 
instantly and excitedly showed an interest. She said, “I would LOVE to be a part of 
the Gourmet Club!” One of the ladies quickly replied, “It’s for people who already 
KNOW how to cook, Honey.” Two years later MB was chair of the Gourmet Club!
 Shortly after our arrival in the oldest town in Texas, we started our family. In 
only a few short years, we grew from a family of two to a family of five. I expanded 
our garden not only in size but also in variety. As I would till the garden (had a roto-
tiller by then) our young son would follow me with his little push toy – pretending 
that it was HIS tiller. Once we had gotten started, I realized that there was a sizable 
fire ant mound next to where we were tilling. I warned my son to be careful and 
not get too close to the mound. He replied, “I saw those fire ants, Daddy.  I’m not 
going to get a ticket!” Get a ticket??? Where did that come from? He told me that 
Mama had gotten a ticket earlier that afternoon. She was on North Street traveling 
south in the far west lane and there was a school bus stopped in the far east lane, 
five lanes over from her. She had not seen the school bus but the police officer saw 
her. Apparently, her crying had really made a mark on our young, impressionable 
son.
 Today I have shared a few vignettes. There are many more stories to be told 
and perhaps you will see them in future articles. A parting thought…If you live in 
East Texas and do not have relatives nearby, your close friends become like family. 
Our close friend Jann Stanaland introduced us to the term FRamily (FRiends who 
are like family), a term shared with her by one of her close friends.
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EAST TEXAS SPORTSMAN’S CLUB
 The East Texas Sportsman’s Club 
(ETSC) is a responsive community of 
hunters and anglers in the East Texas  
region who work to protect fish and 
wildlife while promoting conservation 
and youth education. Our mission is “to 
conserve wildlife and wilderness lands, 
to educate youth and the general pub-

lic, and to promote and protect the rights 
and interest of hunters.” 
 Meetings are on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at different loca-
tions. For meeting locations and other 
information, please contact Marsha Find-
eisen at marsha@ntsamson.com. 
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• New Construction
• Mobile Home Repairs
• Generator Installations
• Remodels & Repairs

Call TODAY for your FREE Quote 936-875-4008
We drug-test and background check for your Peace of Mind.

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm • office@southernreliant.com

Owners: Mike & Dee Anna Rudd • TECL #21324 • Licensed/Insured

“Family-Owned since 2004”

FREE ESTIMATES
Need a Licensed Electrician?

NACOGDOCHES 
INDUSTRIAL PARK

Industrial Blvd/Frontier Drive
Contact Earl Herrera

936.569.3550

COMING SOONCOMING SOON
for Leasefor Lease

5000 Square Foot 
Office/Warehouse

1000 Square Foot Office
4000 Square Foot Warehouse Space

3205 N. University Dr. • Nacogdoches, TX • www.nacburger.com

936.205.9835

Buy ANY two Burgers and get two orders of Fries FREE.
• One coupon per person. •
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CAMP  TONKAWa  4675 CR 153 - 936.564.8888
RV & tent camping • swimming and bath houses 

• picnic tables • washers & dryers for campers’ use 

2502 NW Stallings Drive - 936.564.3579
Quality lawn and garden equipment sales and service since 
1958. Largest selection of Stihl products in Nacogdoches!

BUY HERE - SERVICED HERE!

Good News Only Featured in         
Around The Town

Congratulations 
from Around the 
Town to Our Final 
Fill-up Winners!
  Congratulations to Around 
the Town’s FREE fuel fill-up 
winner, Mr. Al Lee, of Dou-
glass! Congratulations to all 
our winners over the last three 
months. Thanks so much to 
our sponsors: Laird Funeral 
Home, Johnson Furniture, 
Perry Propane and Complete 
Ag Services for making it all 
possible. The contest has offi-
cially ended. Thanks to all who entered and who read our paper!

    Congratulations to Around the 
Town’s FREE fuel fill-up winner, 
Sherry Moore, of Cushing! Con-
gratulations to all our winners over 
the last three months. Thanks so 
much to our sponsors: Laird Funer-
al Home, Johnson Furniture, Perry 
Propane and Complete Ag Services 
for making it all possible. The con-
test has officially ended. Thanks to 

all who entered and who read our paper!

   Congratulations to Around the 
Town’s FREE fuel fill-up winner, 
Georgia Vickers of Lufkin! Con-
gratulations to all our winners over 
the last three months. Thanks so 
much to our sponsors: Laird Funer-
al Home, Johnson Furniture, Perry 
Propane and Complete Ag Services 
for making it all possible. The con-
test has officially ended. Thanks to 

all who entered and who read our paper!

 Congratulations to Around the Town’s 
FREE fuel fill-up winner, Barbara Harding 
of Center! Congratulations to all our win-
ners over the last three months. Thanks so 
much to our sponsors: Laird Funeral Home, 
Johnson Furniture, Perry Propane and Com-
plete Ag Services for making it all possible. 
The contest has officially ended. Thanks to 
all who entered and who read our   paper!

 Congratulations to Around the 
Town’s FREE fuel fill-up winner, 
Ann McDaniel of Joaquin! Con-
gratulations to all our winners over 
the last three months. Thanks so 
much to our sponsors: Laird Funer-
al Home, Johnson Furniture, Perry 
Propane and Complete Ag Services 
for making it all possible. The con-
test has officially ended. Thanks to 
all who entered and who read our paper!
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You Will Feel Right at Home Here
WE WILL TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY 
We have many years of 
experience taking care of the dental 
needs of our East Texas community 
and are committed to providing you 
with REAL CUSTOMER SERVICE.  If 
restorative treatments are needed, 
we will give you a detailed treatment 
plan, up front, so you will be able 
to choose the best options for you.   
For your convenience, we file on all 
dental insurance and will check on 
your benefits before treatment.  Our 
patients are treated like family from 
the moment you call us or walk in our 
front door.

Find out why our dental office is different!

936.564.7240
1302 Raguet Street • Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

We are located at the corner of Bailey and Raguet Streets behind Memorial Hospital.

STORE HOURS: Mon-Sat 7 am-9 pm; Sun 10 am-9 pm
        We welcome 

Discount Foods

Our Fresh Meat is Born, Raised and
Harvested in the US

705 Shelbyville Street • Center, Texas

from

Find out more 
about our 

weekly specials at
hscentertxH&S

Back pain?
Nerve pain?

Shoulder issues?
Hip issues?

How about those knees?

Stretch ER
Fascial Stretch Therapy • Pilates • Gifts

110 S. Pecan St. Nacogdoches Texas 75961
www.Stretch-ER.com

936 . 569 . 1044

HEALTH INSURANCE
Special Enrollment Period
Call to see if YOU are Eligible

Community Improvement Program Outreach
Navigator Assisters Marketplace Affordable Care Act

936-371-0759
WE’RE HERE TO HELP. HealthCare.gov
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One Year Anniversary

 I am excited to have celebrated my one-
year anniversary in May as being the Mayor
of Nacogdoches. I want to thank the community for their support. I’ve been 
humbled by the experience and appreciated encouraging words at the times that 
I have needed them most.
 One thing that I have learned during this past year is that everyone is very 
passionate about our city. We don’t always agree on the path to get there, but in 
the end, we want what is best for Nacogdoches.
 From the beginning, I have encouraged people to get involved, come to the 
meetings, call me, text me, voice your opinion – and people have definitely done 
that, and it is greatly appreciated!  
 As I became Mayor, the February snowstorm was on everyone’s mind. The 
devastation that it had caused our City was still evident. I heard people in the 
community saying they wanted our infrastructure strengthened and our roads 
repaired. The feedback further confirmed that Council and City staff needed to 
continue the process of developing a capital improvement plan. We knew that our 
needs well exceeded our financial resources so we had to prioritize the projects 
through a plan.
 What City staff confirmed was that our infrastructure was old (we are the 
oldest town in Texas). For example, there is a control system at Lake Nacogdo-
ches that turns pumps on and off and controls the processing of our water. When 
the controller went down during the ice storm, city staff could not just call and 
order a part, they had to go to a junk yard and obtain a part from another old con-
troller that could be used on our system. Problems like this don’t happen often, 
but to prevent catastrophic events, old and outdated equipment like this must be 
replaced. We also were made aware that the water treatment plant is not the only 
place in the city that is facing critical needs.
 So, over the last several months, City staff, under our City Manager’s guid-
ance, compiled lists of items that needed repair, updating or just needed to be re-
placed. The Council has held multiple workshops and meetings to discuss them.  
In order to prioritize needs, staff utilized the following Tier system to rank the 
projects:  

 • Tier 1: Immediate Need
   »  Needs to be addressed within 1-2 years
   »  Failure could occur
   »  Possible regulatory or safety issue
 • Tier 2: Expected Need  
   »  Within 5 years
   »  Not a current safety issue
 • Tier 3: Not a Necessity
   »  An efficiency
   »  An economical solution
   »  An enhancement to quality of life

 Potential funding sources include cash reserves, stimulus funds, grants,     
current revenues, bonded indebtedness, and user fees for water, sewer and
sanitation.  
 The City Manager and I have been on a speaking tour to inform the public 
of our needs and to gather community input. If you have a group that would like 
to know more about our plans, please contact me and we will be glad to make a 
presentation to your organization.  
 I am excited about the future of Nacogdoches and appreciate the opportunity 
to serve as your mayor. Please call or stop by if I can ever be of service to you.

Mayor James D. (JImmy) Mize,
City of Nacogdoches

 James D. (Jimmy) Mize is a 1995 graduate 
of the Southwestern Graduate School of Bank-
ing at Southern Methodist University, a 1984 
graduate from Stephen F. Austin State Univer-
sity with a BBA in Finance and a 1980 graduate 
from Nacogdoches High School.
 Jimmy has been a leader in numerous lo-
cal and state service organizations, projects and 
boards. He has been in the banking industry for 
almost 40 years and currently serves as Nacog-
doches Market President for Commercial Bank 
of Texas. Jimmy was elected Mayor of Nacogdo-
ches in May of 2021.

Keith Jefferson - Owner
Email: acs30@hotmail.com

Phone (936) 598-3210 • Fax (936) 598-4716
548 Hwy. 7 E. • Center, Texas 75935
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Shirley Creek Marina
Campgrounds & RV Park

23177 FM 226 - Etoile,TX  75944 - 936.854.2233 - Sam Rayburn Lake

Beautiful Sunsets over the lake. 
Swimming Area and Large RV Park!

Beautiful Piney Woods in any season!

 It’s heating up outside and the summer festivities are starting! 
 The Nacogdoches Jaycees kick off the summer with Freedom Fest on Mon-
day, July 4th in Downtown Nacogdoches at Festival Park. Bring the whole family 
for a night of food, fun and of course fireworks! This year will be extra special 
with activities planned like a watermelon eating contest, washers tournament, 
bouncy houses, photobooth and so much more. Find all the details at Facebook.
com/freedomfest.nac.
 As for the Visitor Center, we’re taking a little break from Nac Snack Fridays 
in July and August due to the heat. But don’t worry, we’ll be back in September 
with new bands and food trucks! 
 We’re taking the downtime to build up our musician and venue database. Our 
mission is to connect local artists with venues looking to feature live acts. This 
is part of our Music Friendly destination by the Texas Music Office. If you’re a 
local musician or venue, email Joanna Temple at joanna@visitnacogdoches.org 
to join our list! 
 As always, we’re looking for volunteers to help us with events and keeping 
the Visitor Center open! If you’re interested in getting out, meeting new people, 
and attending events like our Full Moon Concerts for free, give us a call at 936-
564-7351 and we’ll get you set up! 
 Last but not least, take a look at our new website! We’re still visitnacogdo-
ches.org, but with a whole new look! We’re excited to unveil this new design that 
we feel is fresh, bright, and represents the beauty that is Nacogdoches. 
 Have a great summer!

Great Summer 
Happenings 
Starting on July 4

Ashley Morgan
CVB Creative Content Director 

Daniel A. Weaver, DDS, MSDaniel A. Weaver, DDS, MS
OrthodontistOrthodontist

1520 E Starr Ave
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
@NacBraceman
braceman@suddenlink.net
936.564.9320
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DECLARE YOUR 
ENERGY 

INDEPENDENCE

REDUCE OR ELIMINATE
UTILITY INDEPENDENCE

•
LOCK IN YOUR UTILITY

COST FOR LIFETIME
•

ALWAYS HAVE POWER—
YOUR LIGHTS ARE ON

WHEN OTHERS ARE NOT
•

GRID TIED OR
OFF GRID SYSTEMS

AVAILABLE
•

SELL EXTRA ENERGY
BACK TO THE UTILITY

Zero Money Down
0% FINANCING
Cash Discount
Texas Based
Local Service

We Buy Local and Hire Local!

936.305.1641

Authorized Generac and 
Sol-Ark Installer

CREATE YOUR 
OWN POWER GRID

Pickleball is a 
Blueberry Festival Hit!
  This years Texas Blueberry Festival highlighted the sport of “pickleball” to 
members of our community and visitors from as far away as Kentucky. Old Town 
Pickleball members began the week holding a game in the Chamber of Com-
merce parking lot where notables such as President/CEO Wayne Mitchell and 
The Blueberry (George Patterson) took paddle in hand and returned a few good 
volleys.
 Members of Old Town Pickleball took to the C.L. Simon Recreation Center 
gym on Friday night to tape off courts for Saturday’s event. The next morning 
Clifford Lykke was surprized to be met by a camera crew as he arrived.
 Strategically planned, the gym at C. L. 
Simon Recreation Center opened at 10 am, 
just in time for the first pancakes to settle, 
and was opened to anyone interested in play-
ing the game. We were about to make restric-
tions on footwear when one lady, overcome 
by the urge to play, just took her shoes off to 
get on the court.
 There was quite a crowd all day as one 
court was set aside to teach individuals how  
to hit the ball, another to teach the rules 
of the game and a third for those who just 
wanted to play. Volunteers signed up to do 
two hour teaching, but got so involved they 
stayed the whole day.
 Old Town Pickleball has just voted our 
members as the oldest pickleball group in 
The Oldest City in Texas. We are not a club and instead of membership we like 
to say it’s a “fellowship,” as we get together in spots around town to play. Our 

members will be working with 
the city parks department to re-
open the Banita Creek courts for 
play in the near future for those 
with jobs. For more information 
on Old Town Pickleball go to 
Facebook and search NACOG-
DOCHES PICKLEBALL, or 
better, show up at the rec center 
from 9 till noon every weekday 
to play with an inviting group of 
folks.

 WARNING: PICKLEBALL IS EXTREMELY ADDICTIVE.
 We do not advise skipping work to check us out…it may become a habit.

Steve Traylor
Cell/Text 936-556-3275

steve@texasfirsthealth.com

800-864-8852
We represent most major carriers!

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

Low Income Extra Help
ACA Health Insurance

Life/Burial Plans

Medicare Insurance 
gotten too 
expensive?

Let’s Talk!
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Now OfferingNow Offering  
Premium  Coffees!Premium  Coffees!
766 Hurst Street

Center, Texas
Sun-Thurs 2 pm - 9 pm
Fri-Sat 12 pm - 12 am

Island Breeze Daiquiris

IMPROVING YOUR PROPERTY ONE ACRE AT A TIME

General Land Clearing & Restoration

Forestry Mulching

Fence Row Clearing

Brush Removal

Wildlife-Sensitive Clearing

BrushMulchers is a full-service clearing and mulching team 
that helps you restore and manage your property using the 
most efficient and environmentally responsible methods. 

From clearing a fence line to general tree and brush removal, 
nobody gives you more for your money than BrushMulchers. 

Call Brigham Hill Today for a Quote
936.553.2810   •    BrushMulchers.com

 Nac Civil Air 
Patrol Recruits 
New Members
at Kite Fest
by Captain Richard Block

  The Texas Wing of the Civil Air Patrol hosted the “Shirley Martin” Powered Flight 
Academy at A.L Mangham Jr Airport June 4th through June 11th. 16 Texas CAP 
flight instructors taught 18 CAP cadets the basics of flying. Ten of the cadets were 
from out of state.
  Lt. Col. David Cavazos, the academy commander, said that the academy broke a 
record by completing the highest number of solos ever in a single day in Texas Pow-
ered Flight academy history by soloing 10 cadets in one day. A total of 16 cadets of 
18 total student pilots soloed during the week. Cadets flew over 180 flight hours in 6 
days totaling over 30 total flight hours per day with zero reportable mishaps.
  The Powered Flight Academy’s goal is for participants to not only solo an air-
craft but also prepare to pass the Federal Aviation Administration’s Private Pilot 
Computerized Examination. Lt. Col. Brian Childs taught the ground school portion 
of the academy.
  “When you get to solo it indicates to other people that you have the attitude and 
the aptitude to fly an airplane,” according to Maj. Lucinda McFarlin who was the 
Operations Officer of the academy. 
“We try to get them to that milestone 
but not every cadet does solo.” 
  Cadets stayed in barracks at the 
Texas Wing headquarters. Academy 
Nutritionist, Lt. Col. Choya Shana-
han was responsible for serving 840 
meals in 6 days.
Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Rhian 
Yates served as Commander of Ca-
dets. Cadet Capt. David Cavazos 
was deputy Commander of Cadets. 
Both were 2021 academy graduates.
  For admission to the academy, 
cadets had to meet a series of criteria —
a Gen. Billy Mitchell Award recipient,
completion of five CAP orientation 
flights and a “C” academic average in
schoolwork, as well as medical clearance. Applicants also submitted a resumé and an 
essay on how they would apply the training in life and be interviewed by a panel, to 
test their commitment to aviation.
  There has been a Flight Academy in Texas since 1976. This is the 8th year the 
Academy has been held in Nacogdoches as a nationwide activity.
  Thanks to funding from the U.S. Air Force, CAP cadets can pursue their private 
pilot certificate through the organization’s Cadet Wings program and continue their 
training in a future program, hoping to earn their instrument and instructor ratings.

Cadet 2nd Lt. Connor Ernst gets the tradi-
tional water bath after his first solo. Lieu-
tenant Ernst, from St. Augustine, Florida, 
was the first cadet to solo.
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Like a 
Breath of 
Fresh Air
“The Lord grant mercy to the house of 
Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me 
and was not ashamed of my chains.”         
2 Timothy 1:16 (NASB)

   
     C. Neil Strait wrote, “The greatest ser-

vice one can perform is to be a friend to 
someone. Friendship is not only doing something for someone, but it is caring for 
someone, which is what every person needs.” 
 One of Paul’s friends was a man named Onesiphorus, of whom Paul said, “He 
often refreshed me.” Paul was a prisoner in Rome when he wrote those words. Ap-
parently, many of the believers in Rome were ashamed or afraid to be identified with 
him. But Onesiphorus searched diligently until he found Paul. Once he found Paul, 
he visited him often.
 Moffett translates the word refreshed as “he often braced me up.” J. B. Phillips 
translates it “He put a fresh heart in me.” The NIV says “He often refreshed me.” The 
Amplified Bible says “He revived me like a breath of fresh air.” When Onesiphorus 
came to see Paul in the stuffy dungeon, it was as if the air conditioning had been 
turned on.
 Paul’s spirit must have sagged from time to time. Imprisoned, inactive, ignored 
by his friends, but when Onesiphorus came, Paul’s spirit soared; his visits were like 
a breath of fresh air. 
 That’s what friends can do for you, so don’t lose contact with your friends. Stay 
connected. Someone wrote:

Thank God for you, good friend of mine,
Seldom is friendship such as thine;
How very much I wish to be 
As helpful as you’ve been to me –
Thank God for you!

When I recall from time to time
How you inspired this heart of mine,
I find myself inclined to pray,
“God bless my friend this very day” –
Thank God for you!
So often at the throne of grace
There comes a picture of your face
And then instinctively I pray
That God may guide you all the way –
Thank God for you!

Someday I hope to stand
Before the throne at God’s right hand,
And say to you at journey’s end,
Praise God, you’ve been to me a friend –
Thank God for you!

A LITTLE HUMOR: In Charles Shultz’s book entitled, I Need All the Friends I 
Can Get, Charlie Brown says to Lucy, “I don’t have one single person I can call a 
friend”…Lucy says, “I think you try too hard, Charlie Brown. Be like me. I don’t 
need any friends… I’m self sufficient!” “Not me,” he says, “I need all the friends I 
can get! I’d even settle for a ‘fair-weather’ friend.”

“REED ALL ABOUT IT!”
            by Dr. Allen Reed

122 MIMMS AVENUE 936-205-9906
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961 FAX 936-205-9908

RPERRY@RACHELPERRYINSURANCE.COM

HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • HEALTH
WATERCRAFT • MOTORCYCLE

All Your Paint & Body NeedsAll Your Paint & Body Needs

Straightlines Body WorksStraightlines Body Works
(936) 598-7000(936) 598-7000

• Collison Repair
• Over 25 Years Experience

• We Work With All Insurance Companies
• Fast Turn Around

All Your Paint & Body NeedsAll Your Paint & Body Needs

Jamie Waller, Owner 1122 FM 2140 - Center, TX

ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Tracy Broadway 936.591.1939

Step back 
in time.
A true antiquing 
experience.

   A Unique Shopping Experience

422 North St
Nacogdoches

Tue.-Sat. 10-6; Sun 1-6
Closed Mondays

936-205-3272

412 E. Main St
Nacogdoches
Tue.-Sat. 10-5;

Closed Sun. & Mon.
936-205-3121

Join us on Facebook !
Facebook.com/nacogdochesdecades

Downtown

Vendor Mall

DISCOUNT DAYS
10% OFF EVERY TUESDAY

for Seniors 55 & older
10% OFF EVERY DAY
for Veterans & SFA Students

(students must have valid ID*)

 ROCK SHOP NOW OPEN!
DOWNTOWN ROCKS

Crystals - Stones - Interactive Activities
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 The small community of Sacul in the 
northwest corner of Nacogdoches Coun-
ty is the home to the “Best Restaurant 
in Town.” In fact, What the Fork Food 
Shack and Grocery is the ONLY res-
taurant in Sacul. In fact, it’s the ONLY 
business in Sacul! Mark and Kimberly 
Wilson moved to Nacogdoches from 
Fort Myers, Florida, last year after find-
ing a house online and they absolutely 
love East Texas and discovered that the 
Sacul location was available. 
 The building has been there since 
the 1950s and was once a feed store. 
Mark has more than forty-years experi-
ence in the food business, having man-
aged a number of restaurants througout 
America, including: Applebee’s, Wen-
dy’s and the Ravenswood Pub in Sara-
toga Springs, New York. Kimberly was 
certified in medical coding and billing. Together, they operated a food truck in 
Fort Myers, specializing in burgers, fish, salad and a wide menu.
 We visited the restaurant last month and were amazed at the menu, variety 
and quality of foods that the Wilsons offer. They prepare “from scratch” items 
that you’d never expect to find in a small “country” restaurant. 
 You’ll enjoy unique menu items, such as: The Cuban Wrap, which includes 
ham, pulled pork, Swiss cheese, mustard and pickles in a garlic tortilla pressed 
on the grill - U. S. catfish and Gulf shrimp every day, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Ba-
con cheeseburger quesadilla - Belgian Waffles - Stuffed French Toast and daily 
specials that are not on the menu.
 Mark’s homestyle pies and cakes are WONDERFUL! His “Hummingbird 
Cake” is a triple-layer white cake with blueberry, pineapple and strawberry filling 
with a cream cheese frosting. The Strawberry Cake is a house favorite, as well. 
 Even the restroom is unusual and fun to visit! Kimberly said that folks stay in 
the restroom longer than normally necessary just to read everthing on the walls. 
 The Wilsons also present a free monthly “Movie Night Under the Stars” 
in the city park located next to the restaurant. They’ll feature the 2021 movie, 
Clifford the Big Red Dog, on Friday July 1st. The evening also features outdoor 
games and fireworks.
 For a wonderful dining experience and warm, friendly atmosphere, we urge 
you to take the short drive to Sacul to visit the Wilsons.  
 What the Fork Food Shack and Grocery is located in Downtown Sacul on 
Highway 204 - Five miles west of Cushing. Hours: Monday & Wednesday from 
8 ‘til 3, Thursday through Saturday from 8 ‘til 6, Sunday from 8 ‘til 2 and they’re 
closed on Tuesdays. Phone Mark and Kimberly at 936.326.4344.

A Little Drive 
for a Big Meal!

MMMMM...
GOOD!
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Bonded, Insured
and

Free Estimates

Rated A
on Angie’s List

w i l l i a m s c o n t r a c t i n g . u s

PERRY PROPANE
6500 Franklin Drive (Just off Industrial Drive) 936.564.8448

We service residential, farms and industries. Bottles filled 
and tanks leased and sold. Large selection of  Lodge Cast Iron 
Cookware, fish cookers, grills, crawfish and shrimp cookers.
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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Rhonda Oaks
Lufkin District Public Information Officer
Communications Division
Texas Department of Transportation

 I was digging through my purse for my phone as my husband and I were 
headed into town for dinner a few weeks ago. I heard him yell and felt the car 
began to swerve.
 I jerked my head up to see an oncoming vehicle that had crossed three lanes 
and was headed straight for the front of our car. My husband swerved sharply 
onto the shoulder and hit the curb where we came to a stop. The car barely missed 
us. The driver behind us swerved his vehicle to the center turn lane to avoid a 
crash. The driver behind him had no time to react and the out-of-control car hit 
him head-on.
 The impact was deafening. Metal and dirt flew into the air as cars began stop-
ping in all directions. I called 911 as we pulled into a nearby parking lot. I quickly 
went to the crumpled vehicles in hopes of helping someone. Other people were 
already trying to get the two driver’s doors open. 
 As I circled the SUV, I heard the driver who crossed the roadway begin to 
scream in pain. He was crushed between the dash and the front seat and all I 
could see was the back of his head. As I looked in the back seat, I could see the 
headrest of a child safety seat in the floorboard covered with debris. We tried to 
get the wedged door open but could not. We later discovered from family mem-
bers who arrived on the scene that the driver had just dropped off a child that had 
been sitting in that seat. 
 The other driver who was hit was conscious, but in shock, eyes wide as sau-
cers and never uttering a sound. I could hear the sirens in the distance. I felt as 
life flight helicopters left the scene with both drivers that the crash would result 
in at least one fatality. Their injuries were critical.
 As we gave our witness statements to law enforcement, I learned the couple 
behind us who swerved into the turn lane has ties to TxDOT. The driver has re-
cently retired from the Beaumont District. He knew safety protocol at the scene 
of a crash, and he and his wife worked to also help and gave witness statements 
to law enforcement. I put out alerts on our TxDOT social media pages so motor-
ists would be aware of the lengthy delays as law enforcement began directing the 
long lines of traffic into the turning lane to get around the crash. It was more than 
two hours before the scene would be cleared.
 I have been at the site of many crashes in my years as a news reporter, but it 
is very different when you are involved or witness one as it happens. It disturbed 
me so that I couldn’t get to sleep that night, knowing the heartache those two 
families must have felt and how easily my family could have been feeling that 
heartache. I said a thankful prayer that we were safe, and that my husband had 
been so alert behind the wheel. 
 TxDOT has determined that most traffic fatalities occur because of speeding, 
driving distracted, or driving under the influence. You never know what is going 
on inside the vehicles around you. Never take for granted that the driver you are 
looking at in the vehicle coming toward you is as alert as you are. 
 Most of us look away from the roadway for a second when we drive. Wheth-
er it’s to glance at something along the roadside, take in the scenery, or look down 
in the car for one reason or another. But in that second that we look away, any of 
us could be involved in a serious crash. One that could take a life. 
 I have looked back on this experience over the past three weeks and what 
sticks out most in my mind is how fast it happened. All within just a couple of 
seconds. There was no time to think about putting a phone down, buckle a seat-
belt, or tell that person next to you that you love them. 
 I pass this crash site daily. The black marks are still on the roadway, and tiny 
bits of glass are along the shoulder and in the nearby grass, reflecting against the 
sun. A disaster can strike in the blink of an eye, and it can change a life. Please 
remember to keep your hands on the wheel, your seatbelt buckled, and the phone 
put away. Because life passes us by in a split second and this close call was just 
a little too close.

A Close Call That 
Was Too Close

Laird

Taylor

Garrison

Nacogdoches
936-569-1366

Timpson
936-254-2424

Garrison
936-347-2260

Corrigan
936-398-4141

100% Family Owned and Operated . . .100% Family Owned and Operated . . .

Alto and 
Cushing

1-800-958-5870

Clyde Partin
Monument Company
1-800-327-5940
www.partinmonument.com

Lufkin Office
2120 N. Raguet St • 936.225.3596

CLYDE PARTIN 
MONUMENT COMPANY

SERVING EAST TEXAS SINCE 1934 

ADVERTISE WITH US 
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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• Home / Business Locks & 
Alarms & Cameras

• Automotive Keys / Remotes
• Fire Systems / Monitoring

24/7 Emergency 
Service Available

936-205-8049
shane@bushsecurity.com • www.bushsecurity.com

Center Park 
to Again Host 
Weeks of 
Summer Baseball 
Tournaments
 This year will mark the 15th consecutive year of 
Center Youth Baseball and the City of Center host-
ing district and state tournaments through the Texas      
Dixie Baseball. With the assistance of many local 
merchants, hotels, Center ISD and volunteers, these 
efforts have promoted the growth of youth sports 
while bringing quality competition and tourism into 
the community. “Bringing in these tournaments start-
ed as a way for our local teams to have home field   
advantage but quickly grew into a partnership to ben-
efit not only the league but local businesses,” said 
Jason Mitchell, City Parks & Rec Director.
 This year is no different as Center Youth Baseball
volunteers and the City of Center staff are working hard preparing for upcom-
ing tournaments. The tournaments will start on June 25 and run through July 5 
including play every weekend. Special opening ceremonies on Friday, July 1st 
will include a fireworks show and live entertainment for the community, as well 
as the player-participants, and everyone is invited to attend.
 June 25 – June 30 will host Dixie Boys South Regional Tournament for 13-
14yr old players at the Center High School baseball field. There will be 13 teams 
playing from as far South as East Montgomery County. There will be a one game 
Championship on Thursday June 30, @ 10:00 am. The winner of the playoff 
game will face the winner from the North Tournament being held in Kilgore.  The 
Texas Champion will then go to Sterlington, LA July 22-27 to represent Texas as 
the Dixie Boys representative.
 June 25 – June 27 will be a very busy week with Dixie Youth T-ball South 
Regional Div I and II, 9u and 11U State Tournaments played on the Center Noon 
Lions’ Club fields at Center Park. It will consist of 5, 6, 9, and 11yr old players.  
“These youngest age groups generate many visitors to Center and a lot of traffic 
at the park as well as local businesses,” said Chad Nehring, City Manager. T-ball 
Div I will consist of 9 teams and Division II will consist of 8 teams ranging as 
far South as Huffman. The Champions of the T-Ball tournaments will then ad-
vance to Longview July 8-9 to play the North Regional winner for a chance to be 
crowned Texas State Champion. By winning their regional tournament, all T-ball 
teams will also advance to the Regional World Series in Monroe, LA  on July 21-
24.  9u will consist of 9 teams and 11u will consist of 8 teams.  Teams for these 2 
tournaments will come from as far North as Texarkana and as far South as Willis.  
The winner and runner-up of these tournaments will advance to the Regional 
World Series in Monroe, LA July 21-24.  
 July 2-5 will see play for the Dixie Boys Junior State Tournament and Youth 
AAA Div I and II and Ozone Div I and II South Regional Tournaments played 
at Center Park on the Center Noon Lion Fields and the Center Softball Com-

plex.  Players age 13 will be competing for 
a chance to represent Texas in the 2022 Di-
xie Boys Junior World Series in Sterlington, 
LA July 22-27.  The 5 teams competing are 
Center, EMC, Livingston, Henderson and 
Athens. Players ages 9-12 will be compet-
ing to win the South Regional Champion-
ship. The AAA Div I, Div II, and Ozone Div 

I, and Div II each consist of 8-9 teams. The Champions of these tournaments will 
advance to Longview July 8-9 to play the North Regional Winner for a chance to 
be the Texas State Champion and continue to the World Series in either Lumber-
ton, NC for Div I or Anderson, SC for Div II.
 We are expecting between 1500-2000 guests each tournament week.
 The Regional World Series is hosted by each State every 4 years allowing 
6u, 7u, 9u, and 11u a place to advance to a World Series. Texas is the host for 
the 2023 Regional World Series and Center is currently creating a bid for this 
Regional World Series again as was hosted in 2018.
 “The City would like to encourage everyone to come out for the fireworks 
and entertainment on July 1st and additionally for some great baseball during 
all of these tournaments,” stated Mayor David Chadwick.  He continued, “It’s 
partnerships and volunteers that make our community great and these events are 
a wonderful example of working together.”

Mayor David Chadwick,
City of Center
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5” & 6” SEAMLESS
Your honest fulltime gutter company!

936-556-0274

bsgutter.com  •  gut-r-dun

ThAnk you for voTing uS  
ThE BEST guTTEr CoMpAny!

Rainchains • save youR Foundation • RepaiR/ clean out • leaFguaRd • call oR text

CALL BuBBA phiLLipS

Center

San Augustine

Nacogdoches

Jo
aq

uin
Tim

pso
n

Eto
ile

TEXAS QUICK CARE

FIRST TIME VISIT-$100
MONTHLY FOLLOW UP-$50
ANY QUESTIONS CALL ANY 

OF OUR 6 LOCATIONS!
CALL & SCHEDULE YOUR

APT. TODAY!

NEW
YEAR

NEW
YOU!

J&S

CA$H • CA$H • CA$H • CA$HCA$H • CA$H • CA$H • CA$H
CA$H for Lawn & CA$H for Lawn & 

Recreational EquipmentRecreational Equipment
Running or Non-Running

 936-645-5636 
 936-645-5292
12769 State Highway 7 W / Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Hardware
of East Texas

• 5438 Loop 500 E in Center 936.598.2734
www.etace.com

  East Texas’ most complete 
hardware store!Ace Rentals in Center

Stay Cool with . . .        
Air conditioners & fans!

A size for any area or room!

Cook-out Central, a wide 
selection of
Grills and Accessories

Make it a Cool 
4th of July and 
Summertime!!
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Tree Care

Free 
Estimates

Boaz Kelley - Owner/Arborist

936-234-1306
ArtfulArboristCo@gmail.com

www.ArtfulArboristCo.com

Nac County Exposition and 
Civic Center Calendar

Anita Scott

What’s Hot with Anita Scott
The Nacogdoches Expo is open to Arena Rider’s 7AM-4PM, M-F for just $10.00 per 
horse. Give us a call at 936-564-0849 for availability.  

UPCOMING IN JULY 2022…
JULY 4, 2022 – INDEPENDENCE DAY – HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!!!..
Monday July 5th, All county offices will be closed in observance of July 4th holiday.
JULY 6-9, 2022 – SFA Twirling Camp
Any twirlers entering Prek-12th Grade;
Half - Day Camp: Prek-3rd Grade $50 early registration 6/15/2022; $75 late registra-
tion 6/25/2022; 
Commuter Camp: 4th – 12th Grade - Registration is closed – CAMP IS FULL;
Residential Camp: 6th-12th Grade: Registration is closed – CAMP IS FULL; 
Classes Offered: Various levels of Fundamentals, Dance Twirl, Feature Twirler, Prop 
routines, 2-Baton, Fire Batons, Tricks Classes, Flag Batons and Samoan Knives.    
Enrollment is limited. For questions or concerns, please email us at twirlojacks@
gmail.com;
Visit www.twirlojacks.com to register today!
JULY 14, 2022 – Badges, Bags & Bingo – Presented by: Harold’s House – East 
Texas Alliance for Children – Fundraising Event… Harold’s House will be host-
ing a Badges, Bags & Bings On Thursday July 14th, 2022 – From 7:00 pm- 10:00 pm.  
Location: at 3805 NW Stallings Dr. Nacogdoches, TX 75964 – At the Nacogdoches 
Expo & Civic Center. Visit our Facebook page for Tickets at https://www.facebook.
com/haroldshouse.org : Tickets start at $40.00. Become a sponsor and help support 
East Texas Alliance for Children.  
JULY 16, 2022 – 1st Annual: Tie & Heels Prom Affair… Presented by Dami-
on James…. Doors open at 9:00 pm to 1:00 am. Admission is $30.00 per person – 
(Adults Only) – No tickets will be sold at the door, Advanced Purchase only. 
For Ticket Purchase visit Eventbrite.com/FIRST ANNUAL- Tie & Heels Prom Affair
 Vibes Provided by DJSnoopy T, and Food by Tiny House Burgers.
JULY 23-24, 2022– Old Stone Fort Militaria Show … Hours are from 9:00 am –
5:00 pm on Saturday and 10:00 am-3:00 pm on Sunday. Admission is $7.00 per per-
son 16 ad over, per day or a 2 day pass for $10.00. $1 off for first responders and $1 
off if you bring a militaria item to sell or trade (No modern commercial firearms).  
FREE Admission for Law Enforcement in uniform. 
 Vendor/Dealer table information please contact: Tim Lorfing at 936-615-9889 or 
Brian Curtis at 936-652-3707.

“Home of the 
Lifetime Warranty”

Included on every 
new vehicle purchased at 

Rex Perry Autoplex!

936-564-4688
3916 NW Stallings Drive

www.rexperryautoplex.com

Next to home...
Your Pet’s 
Happy Place!
Day Care,
Overnight &
Long-Term
Accommodations
Complete with indoor
& outdoor runs and
meals & treats

• Baths &
  Brushouts
• Grooming
• Nail Trimming

Martin Kennel &Grooming
512 CR 217 | Nacogdoches, TX
936-560-3643 | www.martinkennel.com | stay@martinkennel.com

Family Owned & Operated
Limited Spots Available For Dog Training

NEW ADDITIONAL
LOCATION: 
CENTER, TX

148 COUNTY RD. 3734 
936-244-1930

Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church 
would love to have you come and worship with us. 
We are at 2271 FM 139 Joaquin,  TX or join us on 

Facebook at Fellowship MBC. In a time of uncertainty 
and unpredictability its comforting to know you can 
have rest in Jesus! (Matthew 11:28) These aren’t just 

words in a book, but a promise from the savior! 
Maybe you’re at a point where you’ve tried every-

thing else, but have you given the peace that Jesus 
offers a try? We hope and pray to see you at 

Fellowship MBC soon. For more information, please 
contact Joseph Halliday - jhalliday827@gmail.com-
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Residential Sales
Commercial Service
Agricultural Installation

Jacob Willoughby

936.615.7857936.615.7857
OldTownGeneratorService.com

OldTownGeneratorService@gmail.com
Veteran Owned & Operated

Garden Center   
936-715-0444

EAST TEXAS
LANDSCAPING INC

936-568-0708
www.easttexaslandscapinginc.com

Garden Center
• Nursery Plants, Shrubs and Trees
• Planters
• Pottery

Landscape Design
• Outdoor Lighting
• Gravel and Stone
• Outdoor Water Features and       
    Waterfalls 

Landscaping
• Year-Round Lawn Care
• Irrigation Installation/Repair
• Bulk Soil/Mulch
• Hydromulching
• Grass/Sod

Outdoor Living
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Pergolas
• Concrete and Stenciling

LI 14805    LI 6985    LI 17525

 Gunsmoke Ridge owner, Steve Oates, recently  
announced that he now offers the new Constitutional 
Carry Permit Course. Unlike the License to Carry   
Permit, the Constitutional Carry Permit does not re-
quire certification of target shooting.
 It includes a one-hour classroom session with 
emphasis on where pistol owners may or may not 
carry the weapon. The second hour features target 
practice to learn how to better acquaint the pistol 
owner with the weapon.
 After thirty-three years as a sports coach, the 
last fourteen of them spent coaching the eighth-
grade at the Nacogdoches Independent School Dis-
trict, Coach Steve Oates retired, shifted gears, and 
opened Gunsmoke Ridge. Although it has an open-air pistol range and an outdoor 
covered pistol range, it is much more than a gun range. It is a first-class training facil-
ity with a NEW indoor instructional classroom.
 Way before Oates could open the door to his new business, he had to undergo 

some intense training. To 
teach well, you have to be 
taught well and to make sure 
you were, you are required 
to be certified by both the 
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety (DPS) and the 
National Rifle Association 
(NRA). And before you can 
become a handgun instruc-
tor there are several more 
government hoops you must 
jump through and you are 
closely scrutinized by the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). You can be absolutely certain that Oates is a 
qualified weapons instructor and he has more than one level of skill-set.
 For those of you who have never fired a gun before, he offers Handgun 101 
Classes which are two hours long. The first hour covers all the basic fundamentals 
such as grip, stance, loading/unloading, and handgun maintenance. Followed by one 
hour of target practice. For people who fill out the paperwork to certify online, he can 
administer, by appointment, the actual shooting qualification exam. He also offers 
“License To Carry” Handgun Instruction classes on Saturdays or weekdays by ap-
pointment only. This six-hour course outlines DPS instructional curriculum, as well 
as provides the opportunity to 
complete the shooting qualifi-
cation. He has special classes 
for groups of four or more on 
weekdays, by appointment 
only. His teaching schedule is 
actually very flexible.  
 His grandfather was a 
Center, Texas policeman and 
his father, Harold D. Oates, 
retired from Texas Parks and 
Wild Life where, in addition 
to his other duties, he was the 
handgun instructor for the Game Warden Academy. Oates says that as a young man 
his father would instruct him using an empty gun and once his father was confident 
that he knew how to properly handle the gun, he would let him fire at a target. He 
says his favorite one was a five-gallon water jug because when you were “on target,” 
it would explode and go everywhere.
 His most memorable student, so far, was a ninety-one-year-old gentleman who 
shot the center out of the target to qualify with a small revolver. Oates was so im-
pressed that he created a special certificate to present to him. He says that rather than 
say it was because he was the oldest person to ever qualify, he said he was the “most 
mature.” So remember this story when you go to Gunsmoke Ridge. Shoot straight 
and you just might get a certificate too.

Gun Range · Specialty School · Shooting Range
NEW indoor instructional classroom - Outdoor covered pistol range 

Open-air pistol range -  We Shoot - rain or shine - Hours: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. daily

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Gunsmoke-Ridge-LLC – Email: gsrnac@gmail.com
Gunsmoke Ridge – 10632 FM 1878 – Nacogdoches, TX 75961 – Ph: (936) 568-0805

Gunsmoke Ridge 
Offering
Constitutional 
Permits
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A Friend Lost a 
Loved One – 
When Can I Call?
by Danny Mounger

 When a friend loses a loved one, you 
want to show them that you care. You want 
to offer support and make them feel less 
alone. But what’s the best way to do that? It 
starts with making a call. 

When should I call a friend who 
lost a loved one?
 Ideally, you should call your friend as 
soon as you hear the news. Although you 
may worry about being a bother, grief can 
be a very isolating time. And it may help 
them just to listen to the voice of a beloved
friend on the other end of the phone. Calling
your friend shows that you want to support
them and that they don’t have to be alone in
their grief. 
 Your friend might not answer, especially if the death was very recent or 
they’re very busy with funeral planning. If that happens, be sure to leave a mes-
sage. If your friend just sees that you called, they might feel obligated to call 
back. Leaving a message gives you the opportunity to say, “Hey, I’m here for 
you however and whenever you need me. There’s no pressure to call back, but 
just know I’m here.” Your friend will appreciate the gesture and being given the 
freedom to grieve in the way that feels best for them.

What should I say?
 What should you talk about if your friend does answer or calls you back lat-
er? What’s okay to say? In addition to worrying about being a bother, we some-
times don’t reach out because we’re scared of what to say. Discussing death can 
be tricky and unpleasant. But death is a natural part of life. As uncomfortable as 
it may be to talk about, sometimes those conversations have to happen, especially 
when our friends are grieving and need our support. 
 There’s no right thing to say to a grieving friend because there’s nothing that 
fixes what happened. You can’t talk away their grief, though your love for them 
may make you want to. But the best thing to do isn’t to speak. It’s to listen. 
 When you call your friend, keep the focus on them. How are they doing? 
What do they want to talk about? Sometimes people who are grieving want to 
talk about their loved one. Again, talking about someone who just passed may 
feel uncomfortable, but if that’s what your friend needs, you should talk about 
them. Others feel better taking their mind off the situation and might just want to 
spend a few moments talking about their favorite baseball team. Listen to their 
needs and respond in kind. 
 It’s not only okay to ask questions, but it’s also a good idea. Often in times 
of grief, we neglect our self-care or fall behind on other important tasks, mak-
ing that time feel even more overwhelming. Asking questions helps you find out 
what your friend needs. Are they not eating? Are they sleeping? How are their 
kids doing? From there, you can ask for ways to help by taking care of the things 
that they’re struggling to do right now. Perhaps you could offer childcare after 
school or coordinate driving their kids to and from school and extracurriculars. 
Or you could cook some easy meals for your friend to warm up for dinner for 
their family. 

What should I not say?
 Although there is no particular right thing to say, there are some things that 
you should be mindful of. Sometimes, when a loved one dies, we want to tell 
our friends that things will get better. But although the sentiment is kind, it’s not 
a great way of helping them through grief. It can minimize their pain and make 
them think missing their loved one is something to “get over.” Yes, that pain may 
heal over time, but we’ll always miss the people we love. And that’s okay. So 
focus on just letting them miss their loved one.
 If you lost someone very important to you, you might feel like you can com-
miserate with your friend. But try not to do that unless it’s openly asked for. If 
your friend asks how you felt when you lost someone close to you, like a parent 
or a spouse, then you should talk about your experience, but don’t bring this up 
without being prompted. Keep in mind that all relationships are different. If you 
lost a parent, you probably shouldn’t speak as if you understand your friend’s 
loved one’s death if that loved one wasn’t a parent at all. Although you may feel 
like you comprehend your friend’s loss, we all react differently to death, and ev-
ery death has a unique impact on us.
 Avoid empty platitudes. Resorting to platitudes prevents you from actually 

Danny Mounger and his wife, 
Shannon, own and operate Laird 
Funeral Home in Nacogdoches, 
Taylor Funeral Home in Timpson, 
Mangum Funeral Home in Center 
and Corrigan Funeral Home.

Naconiche
Sawmill Services

Grant Wheeler
Owner/Operator

936.645.1164
1082 County Road 1361 • Garrison, TX 75946

naconichesawmill@gmail.com
www.naconichesawmill.com

listening and responding to what your friend really needs. We often say platitudes 
when we’re just not sure what else to say, but if you’re listening to what your 
friend needs, you’ll know how to respond.
 You know your friend, so you most likely have a better idea of what to say 
than you think. If your friend is religious, they may be comforted by hearing a 
comment with a religious undertone, such as, “They’re in a better place.” People 
who are religious can often find comfort in their faith during times of grief, and 
sharing that faith with others can provide further relief. But only steer the con-
versation in such a direction if you know that your friend is religious. Otherwise, 
these kinds of comments may not be appropriate.
 It’s important not to rely on one phone call. Your friend needs your support, 
which takes more action and more time. Make sure you make check-in calls a 
regular part of your routine, particularly so that you can learn when new needs 
arise, such as if your friend suddenly needs some added help with running er-
rands (or even just an errand-running buddy so they don’t have to be alone). The 
more you reach out to your friend, the more likely they’ll feel comfortable reach-
ing back out to you.
 When you call a friend after their loved one dies, the best thing that you can 
do is listen. Your goal isn’t to “fix” their grief. Their pain will not go away be-
cause you said the right combination of words. But what you can do is offer them 
support, both emotionally and physically, making them feel less alone during a 
very lonely time.

Great Satisfaction
Guaranteed!

We Specialize in:
Dangerous Take Downs

Dead Tree Removal
Complete Clean-up

Owner: Emmanuel Jasso
Phone: (936) 225-2630

or (936) 707-9661
www.eandatreeservice.com

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com

INSURED
Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Tree RemovalTree Removal
TrimmingTrimming
Storm DamageStorm Damage
Tree ToppingTree Topping
Lot ClearingLot Clearing
Bush HoggingBush Hogging
Stump GrindingStump Grinding

E&A ProfessionalE&A Professional
Tree ServiceTree Service

Western Pines RV ParkWestern Pines RV Park
5001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 759645001 NW Stallings Dr – Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Next Door to DPS OfficeNext Door to DPS Office

936-645-6352936-645-6352
CALL FOR DETAILS

936-645-6352936-645-6352
Email:westernpinesrvpark@yahoo.com

RV RENTALS / DAILY / WEEKEND / WEEKLY / MONTHLY
PEACEFUL QUIET LIVING • VERY SECURE • FAMILY ORIENTED

Welcome Back SFA Students 
FREEWIFI

RV SPACE RENTALS & RV RENTALS
Includes Electric, Water, Dumpster, Sewer

on Site. Complimentary Wifi. Security 
Cameras throughout the Park.

,
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Fourth of July Story
by Tweed Scott

 As a young man I was curious about the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
I wanted to know the personal price that 
each signer paid for signing that document. 
My paper was simply called, ‘The Price.’ 
Understand, there were no books on that 
subject matter at that time. It was all, pretty 
much, original research. I will tell you these 
were remarkable men and the prices they 
paid individually were dear.
 Admittedly, I have read many books and
biographies of the people from the Ameri-
can Revolution. Resilience and persever-
ance are two words that immediately come 
to mind to describe the players on that stage. 
Courageous doesn’t begin to describe them.
 One of my favorite holidays all year has 
always been the 4th of July. Like most folks, I love the fireworks, family gather-
ings, cookouts, hamburgers, hot dogs, a cold beer and apple pie. It’s not the 4th 
of July without hearing Sousa’s ‘Stars & Stripes Forever.’ I also like to take time 
to gaze upon some of Norman Rockwell’s stirring paintings and listen to Sousa’s 
Stars & Stripes, too. Yet that is not what I love and admire most.
 If you look back at those 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence you 
see a collection of men who were the right men at the right place at the right 
time. Think about it. These were landowners, lawyers, merchants, physicians, 
ministers and well-educated self-made men. Men who stood to sacrifice virtually 
everything they held dear. They put it all on the line.
 The process of deciding what to put into the declaration was a contentious 
one from beginning to end. It was oppressively hot and the meetings were held 
behind closed windows and doors in Independence Hall in Philadelphia. I have stood 
in the very room where the negotiations took place. The room is relatively small. 
As I recall, at no point were all the delegates present at the same time. I doubt 
they could all sit in that room at the same time. There just wasn’t that much room. 
The flies were a constant source of distraction. It was extremely uncomfortable, 
yet they pressed on until an agreement and Jefferson’s wording was approved. It 
was a momentous document. Nothing like it had ever been written before.
 Sometimes it is easy to look back at those individuals and think of them as 
people who lived in a time we really cannot understand or relate to. We learned 
about them in school but probably never really thought of them as ‘real’ people. 
Consciously, we know they were but they are so far removed from our lives, it’s 
hard to relate to them. 
 As I look back at that collection of actual living breathing men, I begin to 
appreciate even more what they did, how they went about it and how incred-
ibly dangerous that process was. Yet undaunted, they pushed forward to make 
a   statement for a people. Some started off dead set against Independence while 
others, like John Adams, could see no other path. Benjamin Franklin was already 
an old man. He long surpassed the average life expectation of the day. There were 
struggles within the struggle. This was hard work. Everything was on the line
for them.
 Had they been caught, hanging was an automatic sentence; not to mention 
other indignities including nothing short of drawn and quartering. Many of these 
men lost their personal fortunes, families and properties. One even escaped the 
British out the back door in his night shirt and lived in a cave with a dog for an 
extended period of time. One of their wives, already near death was captured 
and put on a prison ship. She was fed through a keyhole by her fellow prisoners. 
These were extraordinary individuals. How many of us today would do that?
 I have always felt this country was formed through none other than the grace 
of God. I believe, he saw to it that we had those 56 courageous individuals at the 
right place at the right time. In many ways this whole event was so improbable 
that it defies all logic. I believe it happened because GOD had his hand in it and 
gave his blessing. For me it is the single most remarkable event in our history. 
None of us would be so fortunate to live in this country today had this event not 
happened. 
 There is one other oddity about this event that has always fascinated me. 
In the years after the declaration was signed, the Revolutionary War fought and 
the Constitution ratified, John Adams & Thomas Jefferson became estranged for 
many years but after both had served as President, they began to correspond with 
each other again near the end of their lives.
 They had tremendous respect for each other. On July 4th, 1826, exactly 50 
years to the day, sometime near four in the morning, Thomas Jefferson passed 
away at Monticello. Later that afternoon in Quincy, Massachusetts, John Adams 
awoke on his death bed. Among his last words were, “Jefferson survives.” He 
passed near 6:20 that evening thinking that Jefferson was still alive. Two of the 
most important players in the design and delivery of that document, died the 
same day, fifty years to the day. For me that is one of the most amazing quirks of 
American History.
 Yes, the 4th of July means so much more to me than parades, patriotic music, 
fireworks & speeches. It is something I feel deep in my heart. I have been so 
proud to grow up and live my life as an American. Again, I feel blessed by GOD 

As life changes, 
so does your 
insurance needs

832 Hurst Street
Center, TX 75935

Phone: 936.598.3793

203 E Main Street
San Augustine, TX 75935

Phone: 936.288.0097

605 Worth Street
Hemphill, TX 75948

Phone: 409.787.4749

301 NE Stallings Drive
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Phone: 936.305.5270

• Auto • Business • Farm
• Home • Life

www.mm-ins.com

as if granted with a gift. I am an American. I love my country. I love her history 
and I love ‘Old Glory’ too. I believe in my heart it is one of the greatest stories 
told on earth.
 Are we perfect? No, not by a long shot. I think one of the reasons that Ameri-
cans get criticized so often around the world is because we have a very well-
defined vision of who we are. We are willing to do whatever it takes to achieve 
what must be done; even if sometimes we have to have our backs pushed to the 
wall before we act. Our American character should never be doubted. I can trace 
it all the way back to 56 men of vision & courage in Philadelphia in 1776. They 
set the original course for us. Thank you, God, for those 56 lives that helped us 
become a nation. Happy 4th of July.

Jane Blount, Agent

(214) 250-4119
Scott Foster, Broker

(936) 598-7800

Residential • Commercial • Farms • Land

Center, TexasCenter, Texas

A HouseSOLD Word!
mathewsrealty.com

NEW LISTING! Tyson Broiler Farm! 10-40x400 ft. houses with capacity of 18,800 
birds per house. Three houses were built in 1986, three houses built in 1996, and 
4 houses built in 2001. There are a total of three water wells, community water, 
natural gas, 1-5,000 gallon water storage tank, 1-10,000 gallon water storage tank, 
3 generators, 43x150 ft litter barn, 2 pole barns, mobile home, Kubota 7060 M trac-
tor, Lewis Bro. cake out machine, and bush hog. Houses have had lots of improve-
ments and should need minimum improvement required from Tyson to receive a 
new contract. This farm is a Bio Secure area and all visitation must be scheduled 
and approved by the listing agent. Potential buyers must be pre-approved for 
financing prior to viewing the property. If potential buyer needs assistance locat-
ing a financial institution familiar with poultry farm lending, please contact listing 
agent for guidance. Listing agent must be present at all showings. $1,650,000.00 
PF22402/205333. Call Scott at Mathews Realty 936-598-7800.
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ACCESSIBLE & AFFORDABLE
Housing for Persons with Physical Disabilities

Fair Housing Opportunities
Positively impacting

the quality of life
for all residents!

936-564-4970
1501 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
Kathy@indmanor.com

936-560-2188
14618 US Hwy. 59 Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
icuph.com Like us on Facebook @infinitycommercialtx

Motorhome and RV Remodeling and Service
Making your boats and RVs look new again!

VIP Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry

Family owned and operated

4515 North Street, Ste. 1 (by Thumpers)
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965 • 936-205-5910

L-R: Adán Mandujano and Adán Madujano, Jr.

VIP Cleaners VIP Cleaners 
Jeans Special!Jeans Special!

Bring in 5 or more jeans or 
cotton khakis and get them 

cleaned and pressed with your 
choice of starch for $2.99 each!
Drop off by 9 am for same day service.

Nac Chamber
Asking for 
Nominations to 
Awards Program
 The Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce is asking for nominations 
for the 2022 Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Pro-
gram. I hope you will take the time to consider nominating a worthy candidate 
for this honor.    
  To be considered for this honor the business or individual must have posi-
tively impacted the business community; contributed to the economic growth, 
stability and improvement of the county; and currently a member in good stand-
ing of the Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce.
 
The Chamber award categories are as follows:
  2022 Small Business of the Year

 •  The company must have between 1 and 9 full time equivalent employees
 •  The company must be a member of the Nacogdoches County Chamber  

 of Commerce

 2022 Medium Business of the Year
 •  The company must have between 10 to 49 full time equivalent 
   employees
 •  The company must be a member of the Nacogdoches County Chamber  

  of Commerce

 2022 Large Business of the Year
 •  The company must have over 50 full time equivalent employees
 •  The company must be a member of the Nacogdoches County Chamber  

  of Commerce

 2022 Citizen of the Year Award
 •  He/she must have performed outstanding service for the betterment of  

  the community
 •  He/she must have made exceptional and sustained contributions to the  

  community
 •  He/she must possess characteristics including honesty, sincerity, 
   integrity, and benevolence

 2022 Non-Profit of the Year Award
 •  The organization must be an active 501c3, 501c4 or 501c6 organization 

•  The organization must have a record of longevity and stability
 •  The organization must demonstrate community consciousness with 
   civic/community involvement

 
 In Nacogdoches County, we are blessed with many wonderful companies 
and individuals that are worthy of recognition. I hope you will take time to con-
sider a business or individual that you would like considered for this honor.
  The Chamber has the nomination forms available now. If you wish to nomi-
nate a business or individual, please contact the Chamber for a form.
 The Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors will 
make the final award selections. The honorees will be announced by the end of July.

Chamber Connection
by C. Wayne Mitchell 

IOM, President & CEO,
Nacogdoches County Chamber   

of Commerce

ALL DOGS GO 
TO DENVER

Mobile pet grooming service
25 Years of experience!

www.alldogsgotodenver.com

936-404-2685
FREE teeth brushing for all first time customers!
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.

   

Cheryl Brady is a native of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. Following graduation from 
college as a ROTC Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate (DMG), she went on to 
serve twenty-eight years as a U.S. Army             
logistics officer, retiring as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.  She was transplanted from 
Washington State by the hand of the Lord 
to Nacogdoches in May 2019. She has 
grown to love this oldest town in Texas.  
She is a Bible teacher, published author, 
and motivational speaker who loves to   
encourage folks with the Word of God. 

The Refuge
“That by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for REFUGE to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:18)

God’s 
Paternity Test
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts crying out, “Abba, 
Father!” (Galatians 4:6)

 God uses the seed of the man in creating human life to dwell upon the 
face of the earth (Gen. 4:1). God uses the seed of His word to create us new 
for life with Him in eternity. The evidence of the life of God in one who was 
first born of an earthly father’s seed then born-again by the Heavenly Father’s 
seed is the indwelling presence of the Spirit of Christ. Man was born of cor-
ruptible seed. He can enter eternity with God only by being born-again of the 
incorruptible seed that comes through the word of God which lives and abides 
forever (1 Pet. 1:23). 
 Because we have strayed away from God’s design for sexual intimacy 
between a husband and his wife, a paternity test is sometimes required to 
determine whose seed fathered a child. Likewise, because all have sinned, 
a spiritual paternity test is required to determine who our spiritual father is.  
Medical technology allows a man to prove or disprove his paternity with two 
types of DNA tests (blood and cheek swab), both have a 99.9% success rate.  
God on the other hand uses one DNA test to determine if a child is His. It is 
the Holy Spirit DNA test. 
 God knows those who have believed His word which He has testified of 
His Son. “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he 
who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed 
the testimony that God has given of His Son. And this is the testimony: that 
God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son 
has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 
5:10-12). 
 Who is the Son of God? Jesus Christ is the Son of God. When John 
baptized Jesus at the Jordan the Father spoke from heaven saying, “This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:16-17). While on the 
mount of transfiguration with Peter, James, and John the Father spoke from 
the cloud saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear 
Him!” (Matt. 17:1-5).  
 If God performed a spiritual DNA test on you, what will the results re-
veal? Will He find Christ’s Spirit in you? The Holy Spirit indwells us when 
we repent and believe the gospel (Mark 1:14-15). The Spirit’s presence is 
a seal of distinction and is given exclusively to God’s children (See 2 Tim 
2:19). All whose spiritual DNA test results fail to reveal God’s paternity will 
spend eternity separated from Him in hell.

1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas1595 Tenaha Street • Center, Texas
936-598-2907936-598-2907

LLet us customet us custom
match and mix qualitymatch and mix quality
Farrell-Calhoun paintFarrell-Calhoun paint

for your next homefor your next home
project!project!Come see us for all your outdoor patio, Come see us for all your outdoor patio, 

deck and fencing materials!deck and fencing materials!
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TAQUERIA EL 21TAQUERIA EL 21

1422 Douglass Rd. • Nacogdoches, TX 75964 • (936) 585-1364
Open 4 days each week

Business Hours
Thurs & Sun — 11 am-11 pm Fri & Sat — 11 am-12 am

Menu
Tacos

Quesadillas
Gringas
Tortas

Burritos

1806 East Main Street
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

936.585.1239
New and Used Tires

Sizes: 14 - 28
Flat Tire Repair

Rotation and Balance

Hours
Mon-Fri: 8 am - 6 pm

Sat: 8 am - 3 pm
After hours by 

appointment only

CABRERA TIRE SHOP

Hunter Perry
ofc.936.275.3421
fax 936.275.2194

buntp@sbcglobal.net

936-564-2634
4729 NE Stallings Dr.

Nacogdoches, TX

Come by and see us for all 
your eyeglasses needs.

nacogdochestso.com

TEXAS  STATE  OPTICAL

Now till August 31st 

25% of all sunglasses!

Stepping Back in Time
by Mike Mills

Mike Mills is a 1965 graduate of 
Nacogdoches High School. Af-
ter careers in airline flying and 
FAA management, he and wife 
Sandy, a retired teacher, took to 
the road in a motorhome, writ-
ing about their journeys. Their 
blog, “Phannie and Mae” has 
had more than a million views 
since its inception. 

As we travel around the country, we are encouraged in these trying times by the 
simple goodness that abounds in small towns. Such was the case in tiny Kress, 
a lonely burg on the high plains of west Texas. A stop at Jeff’s restaurant was a 
step into another world, where we were greeted by Rhonda (Jeff’s wife) with, 
“Hi, hon, sit anywhere; I’ve got a fresh pie comin’ out of the oven.” We were 
treated as though we were friends from next door, and the train wreck that is 
our country had been a bad dream. We sat near the buffet, fussed over by Jeff 

and his young grandson, who was ob-
viously learning the ropes. As the ex-
cellent home-cooked offerings were 
gobbled up by customers, Jeff put his 
hand on the young man’s shoulder and 
said, “Come on, boy, we need to cook 
up some more catfish.” After our meal, 
we bent the rules and shared a piece of 
Rhonda’s coconut pie, a little piece of 
Heaven that somehow made its way to 
earth. As we left, Rhonda waved and 
said, “Y’all come back now,” in a syr-
upy Texas drawl. For this brief time, 
it was fifty years ago. Oh, if only time 
could stand still…

Call TODAY to see what all we 
offer and how we can help you!

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Equipment Repair
Equipment Maintenance

Automotive Maintenance

936.645.0493

Culinary 
Boot Camp

Sponsored by
Fellowship MBC

in Joaquin, Texas
July 23, 2022 • 10am-6pm

Come and learn some fundamental and classic culinary delights 
from a certified chef. This is a FREE class with all equipment and 
food provided. Please RSVP with Pastor Joe Halliday via email: 

jhalliday827@gmail.com by July 16th.

NAC TAX SERVICES
936-564-7521
“File from Home”

nactaxservices@gmail.com

* Call for an
appointment!

TAX PREPARATION:
 •  Individual
 •  Business

BOOKKEEPING & PAYROLL:
 •  Monthly
 •  Quarterly
 •  Annually  

Do You Need Help Filing Past Due Returns?
SMALL OFFICE • PERSONAL SERVICE

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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ADVERTISE IN 
AroundTheTown

Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758

 How do you genuinely inspire and 
motivate your team? Managers and busi-
ness owners who think that they’re char-
ismatic and influential leaders may need 
to take a moment to reflect on their effec-
tiveness. Leading with compassion may 
be the key to connecting with employees 
on a deeper level and ensuring a loyal and 
productive team.
 If you truly want to influence others, you need to earn their trust. Influencing 
for the sake of influence, power, or other self-centered motivations isn’t going to 
get you anywhere, and your team can usually see through a leader that doesn’t 
have genuine care and concern for their well-being.
 Without a personal connection, leaders find it difficult to affect people’s      
behavior over time – at least without coming across as dictatorial or overbearing. 
To achieve a personal connection, focus on encouragement and support through 
empathy for your team.
 During this time of uncertainty, from post-COVID protocols to workplace 
challenges, present yourself as human and vulnerable, rather than infallible and 
unapproachable. Your team is looking at how you cope and demonstrating that 
you’re human goes a long way toward establishing personal connections.
 You can’t reach people if you’re only motivated by the bottom line. Here are 
four ways that leaders and business owners can lead with compassion.

Engage in Active Listening
 Instead of seeking to influence others, focus instead on asking the right ques-
tions and listening to what your team is and isn’t saying. You may not have all the 
answers but being present goes a long way towards building trust.
 Many business owners labor under the impression that they must have all the 
answers to gain respect. This couldn’t be further from the truth. If you want to 
make a difference, listen, process, and then act upon what you’re hearing from 
your team. Being consistent with your communication gives your team stability 
and trust in what you say.

Know Your Team Members
 Get to know your employees to understand what truly motivates them. While 
money and job security are big motivators for anybody, there are also secondary 
motivations that you won’t understand unless you take the time to create and nur-
ture those interpersonal connections. For example, have genuine conversations 
about areas your team sees for improvement or things they didn’t like about past 
leadership (at the current workplace or other jobs they’ve had).
 If you create an environment of trust and respect, your team won’t be afraid 
to speak up. When they raise concerns, your reaction and how you listen will 
teach them everything they need to know about speaking up in the future.

Create an Environment of Appreciation
 A simple word of praise or acknowledgment after a tough week goes a long 
way towards making people feel valued in their jobs. When you do give praise, make 
it specific and personal. Note where someone played a critical role in the success 
of a particular project or when someone went above and beyond in client care.

Your End Goal is Self-Awareness
 Are you out of touch? Is your approach tone-deaf? Take some time for intro-
spection to determine if you’re leading from the heart or still leading from the de-
sire to influence others. Being self-aware enough to admit that you’re constantly 
growing and improving as a leader sets an example for your team. Plus, taking 
the time for regular self-assessments can help you determine whether you’re on 
the right path for compassionate leadership.

 Become a servant leader. Ask yourself are you seeing leadership as an oppor-
tunity to serve others? Do you lead with compassion? Employees crave transpar-
ency and authenticity in their leaders, not simply giving a motivational speech. 
Leading with compassion and humility is often the key to having a loyal team 
that trusts your leadership. Have an unselfish mindset and focus on the growth 
and well-being of your employees and their motivation will come naturally.

4 Ways to Lead 
with Compassion
by Amanda Powell
Director of Marketing & Communications
Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber ofr Commerce



Page 28     July 2022

A Salute to our East Texas

VETERANS
Jacob Willoughby is 
someone who has spent 
his life serving others. He 
dedicated eight years of 
his life to his country and a 
lifetime to a community he 
calls home, Nacogdoches, 
Texas. Jacob is a hard-
working, motivated indi-
vidual who has set goals in 
life and continues to strive 
daily to accomplish what he 
has set forth to do.

Jacob was born in Corpus Christi, Texas on September 16, 1981. He 
was raised in Nacogdoches. Jacob graduated Nacogdoches High 
School in 2000. After completion of high school Jason didn’t have a 
career path planned. He stated, “I never knew what I wanted to do after 
high school, college didn’t really seem appealing to me. I had a friend 
that was joining the military, so I figured why not? My grandfathers on 
both sides served in World War II and I had grown up listening to their 
stories. I never really thought about that when I joined, I just went.”

Jacob joined the United States Army National Guard in 1999. He was 
sent to Fort Benning, Georgia for basic training. After completing basic 
training, he was then sent to Fort Gordon, Georgia for a more advanced 
industrial training. Jacob was ranked an E-4, which is a Corporal. He 
served in Operation Noble Eagle and Operation Iraqi Freedom 3. 

Although Jacob’s Texas National Guard Unit was stationed in Nacog-
doches, after September 11, 2001, he began to travel with his unit. 
September 11 attacks, also called 9/11 attacks, were a series of airline 
hijackings and suicide attacks committed in 2001 by 19 militants asso-
ciated with the Islamic extremist group al-Qaeda against targets in the 
United States, the deadliest terrorist attacks on American soil in U.S. his-
tory. The attacks against New York City and Washington, D.C., caused 
extensive death and destruction and triggered an enormous U.S. effort 
to combat terrorism. 

Operation Noble Eagle, the military’s Homeland Defense mission, of-
ficially began on September 12, 2001, the day after the attacks on the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon. Air National Guard, U.S. Air 
Force and U.S. Navy fighters began flying combat air patrol missions 

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all U. S. Military Veterans. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches,   
Shelby and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this 
monthly feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a veteran to be    
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.

Accomplishing Life Goals 
By Serving Others

by Kim Mott

over major cities and critical infrastructure locations such as power 
plants, bridges, airports, and port facilities across the United States. 
These sites were covered on a continuing basis for several months be-
fore a gradual phase down of Noble Eagle operations began. One of the 
many locations covered by Operation Noble Eagle was the space shuttle 
launch facility at the Kennedy Space Center. Protecting the space 
shuttle Endeavour, this Florida Air National Guard F-15 from the 125th 
Fighter Wing in Jacksonville is just one of the hundreds of military air-
craft protecting the nation’s assets daily. The Endeavour, the last space 
shuttle built for NASA and the last to be retired, flew 25 missions during 
its 20 years of service. All the space shuttles that occupied the launch 
pad from September 2001 to the end of the space shuttle era were 
protected under Operation Noble Eagle. Security in the air was very 
important just as it was on the ground. To fill other roles under Operation 
Noble Eagle, a total of 35,000 military men and women were called upon 
to participate. Among them were National Guard civil support teams, 
used primarily at Ground Zero and the Pentagon in the roles of rescue 
and recovery. Many of the 35,000 were utilized to provide additional 
security at locations 
such as airports and 
other major transpor-
tation hubs across 
the country. 

In 2003, President 
George W. Bush 
officially launched 
Operation Iraqi 
Freedom (OIF). 
The operation was 
a U.S.-led coalition 
aimed to rid Iraq of dictator Saddam Hussein and eliminate his ability to 
use weapons of mass destruction. More broadly referred to as the Iraq 
War, OIF was fought under two U.S. presidents, spanned nine years, 
and involved over two dozen countries. 

In 2007 Jacob finished his assignments and was honorably discharged 
from the United States Army National Guard and returned home with a 
new outlook on life. Jacob stated, “I think it gave me a view that most 
people never get to see. As Americans we are a sheltered society, and 
we take for granted some of the most basic everyday things. The mili-
tary service demands excellence from everyone that chooses to enlist. 
Loyalty, duty, respect, honor, integrity are all the things that the military 
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will instill in everyone. I feel that 
these are all things we are lack-
ing in our society today.”

Jacob is now married to the love 
of his life Rikki. They ventured 
out on a limb and opened two 
businesses in Nacogdoches. Ja-
cob had been selling generators 
for several years and in 2015 he 
decided to open his own busi-
ness, Old Town Generators. He 
decided that he wanted to bring a 
full service, top of the line gen-
erator company to the area. He 
now services thousands of cus-
tomers yearly in Nacogdoches 
and surrounding counties. Old 
Town Generators is a proud dis-
tributor for Cummins Power Gen-
eration, a world leader in power 
generation products which as been in business for over 100 years.
 
Jacob and Rikki also opened the Red House Winery in 2018. Jacob 
stated, “Our goal was to do something that would add value to down-
town Nacogdoches by providing a nice place and atmosphere for people 
to come enjoy 100% Texas grown and produced wine.”

Jacob added, “My goal is to continue to grow our businesses by pro-
viding the best products and customer service we can provide in both 
generators and wine. Our customers are the reason we are successful, 
and we will move mountains to make sure they are happy.”

Although Jacob is a busy man, he still makes time for his family and 
friends, which are truly an important part of his life. He also volunteers 
with East Texas Sportsman’s Club, enjoys traveling, quail hunting, and 
fishing the Texas and Louisiana coastline. 

As Jacob continues his mission in life, now serving people in his com-
munity as well as surrounding communities, he has never forgot where 
he came from and the valuable lessons he learned while he served his 
country. 

If you are ever out and about in Nacogdoches, stop by Old Town Gener-
ators or Red House Winery and thank Jacob for everything he has done 
and continues to do. 

Psalm 37:23 – The Steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord and he 
delighteth in his way.
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Bob’sBob’s
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We do
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transfers

905 Hurst St. • Center
936.598.9014

Check us out on Facebook!

Mon-Fri 9-5
Sat 9-1

Need Cash 
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BOLES FEED NACOGDOCHES, LLC
BOLES FEED CO., INC. - CENTER
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7:00 - 12:00 Saturday

913 South St. 
Nacogdoches, TX

(936) 564-2671
101 Porter St.

Center, TX
(936) 598-3061
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       FIRST
RESPONDERS

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service 
of all First Responders. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches, Shelby 
and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this monthly 
feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for a First Responder to be 
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.

A Salute to our East Texas

Always Making a Difference
by Kim Mott

Raul Lopez has always made a difference in many different aspects of 
life. He continues to work diligently every day to continue his journey in 
life by helping others, upholding the law, and continuing to teach and 
make a difference in his community of Nacogdcohes. 

He was born and raised in Richmond, Texas. After graduating high 
school, he attended Stephen F. Austin State University where he re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree to become an educator. In 2020 he complet-
ed all necessary classes for an Intermediate Peace Officer. 

He started his employment with the Nacogdoches Police Department in 
May of 2018. He is currently a Police Officer. 

Raul enjoys working for the Nacogdoches Police Department. He said, 
“I enjoy working with the fellow officers and department employees on 
my shift. We all respect one another, work well together and we always 
have each other’s back. I enjoy the freedom that our supervisors give 
us. They trust us and know that we can do our job. This alleviates a lot 
of the extra stress that comes with this job.” 

His driving force to becoming part of law enforcement was to enter a 

field that he felt like he could make a difference in. He stated, “As a 
former educator, I understand the importance of making a difference in 
young lives.”

Raul feels like the community does a great job in keeping our youth busy.
Many programs are offered for youth to be involved in, such as The Boys
and Girls Club, 4-H and FFA programs, sports, churches, and events 
held throughout the community. Raul stated, “The city has done a great 
job of providing opportunities for all ages to spend time outside at many 
of the parks and trails that are available.”

With times changing and with new technologies come new dangers. 
Raul says, “There is no way of ever fully eradicating specific issues that 
may arise in the community. I think the most important thing to do is to 
be aware of the danger and educate families on what kind of dangerous 
things come from being on social media.”

Some of the dangers you may need to be aware of on the forever 
changing social media platforms are cyberbullying (bullying using digital 
technology), invasion of privacy, identity theft, your child seeing offen-
sive images and messages, and the presence of strangers who may be 
there to ‘groom’ other members. 

Things to take into consideration are registering and choosing safe set-
tings, setting technical parental controls, screen names (profiles) and 
safety tools. Make sure that you never publish personal information, for 
example your location, email, phone numbers, or date of birth. Always 
make sure your child is very careful about images and messages they 
may post, even to trusted friends. Make sure to tell someone and keep 
a record of anything abusive or offensive and report any trouble on the  
site to the management (most sites have a simple reporting procedure, 
normally activated by clicking on a link on the page). 

Raul realizes the changing in generations. He stated, “Each generation 
has had different interests which have sparked new careers. I think the 
younger generation is already seeing a lot of change come their way 
with the creation and expansion of things like “web3” which is creating 
entirely new careers that didn’t exist just a few years ago. We all must 
continue to encourage and support our youth in their decisions and 
teach as needed.”  

Raul has set goals for himself that I believe he has the true potential to 
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®
“Serving East Texas with Pride!”

RESIDENTIAL, AUTOMOTIVE 
AND COMMERCIAL 

GLASS SERVICES

714 North Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office 936-564-6602
Fax 936-564-6677

www.renfroglass.net
1-855-533-3500

M
ilford’sM

Barbershop

M
ilford’sM

Barbershop
Est. 1951

New Hours
Tue.-Fri. 7am - 5pm

Sat. 6am - Noon

110 N. Church St.
Nacogdoches, TX

936-560-1889

accomplish as he maintains such a positive attitude and outlook on life. 
Hel would possibly like to join a specialized division such as becoming 
an investigator. And he will continue to work towards being promoted as 
much as possible. 

He has made lifelong friendships through this career as well as main-
taining close friendships with many people that have moved on to other 
things from the department. One person that stands out to Raul not only 
as a friend, but as a role model, is Kevin Raines, currently the Mayor of 
Rosenberg, Texas. Kevin was formerly with the Rosenberg Police De-
partment. Raul stated, “I remember him working hard everyday and still 
making time to be a loving father.”

Raul’s wife is someone he pointed out that encourages him to be the 
best that he can be. She is one of his biggest supporters. He is proud 
of his family unit. He has a handsome 5-year-old son, and he has what 
he already knows is a beautiful daughter on the way that will have him 
wrapped around her finger from the start. 

Raul is an outstanding man with dignity. He knows that everyone makes 
mistakes. He says, “Don’t let anyone discourage you from getting what 
you want. If you don’t get it on the first try, work harder, and become bet-
ter prepared for your next chance.” 

Raul has set goals for himself. He is fair, positive, and full of life. Hel has 
set an example for others to follow as he continues to serve Nacogodch-
es Police Department and the entire community.

203 S. Chestnut • Lufkin, TX 75901 • www.lufkinbbq.com
(936) 634-4744

SSTRINGER’STRINGER’S

“A Family Tradition Since 1950”

We offer 
Build Your 

Own plates

Payne & Payne Home N’ SuchlikePayne & Payne Home N’ Suchlike
105 San Augustine St. • Center, TX

936.598.3382
Tues-Sat 10am-5pm

• Bridal Shower Registry
• Baby Shower Registry

• Barefoot Dreams
• Michele Design Works

• Beatriz Ball
• Buddha Girl

• SMEG Appliances
• LOLLIA Bath and Home Fragrances

Check us out on   

Town & Country Real Estate
114 Nacogdoches Street
Center, Texas 75935
Office: 936-598-6111
Cell: 936-590-1990
6785miller@gmail.com
www.town-country-re.com
Facebook: / Rhonda Proffitt

“The HOME Team”  /  Proffitt$ in the HOUSE
Rhonda Proffitt - Realtor

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING

DOG BOARDINGDOG BOARDING
$10 PER DAY$10 PER DAY

Dogs Kept Inside My Home
or

can be kept in an
outside run when needed

Call
318.560.3282

REFERENCES ON REQUEST

 936-326-8457 
 936-326-8547

Tues-Thurs: 11:00-8:30p • Fri & Sat: 11:00-9:30p
Open 1st Sunday of each month; Closed Mondays

Private Club - Memberships Available to 
The Back Porch Bar & Grill

Home Cooking at its BEST!
All U Can Eat Catfish Fri & Sat
754 7th Street Cushing, TX 75760
Derek & Sharese Gibson
New Owners/Managers
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OUTSTANDING
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH

A Man With a Passion to Help
by Kim Mott

Robert Shankle is a hardworking, 
educated, God-fearing man who 
spends his time helping his com-
munity every way possible. Robert 
spends most of his time address-
ing concerns in and around the 
City of Lufkin.

Robert was born in Newton, Texas 
and was reared in Lufkin. He grad-
uated from Lufkin High School in 
1985. He attended one semester 
of college at Prairie View A&M 
University in Prairie View, Texas 
before enlisting in the military. He 
is now back to the place he calls 
home, Lufkin.  

Robert proudly served his country for 14 years. He enlisted in the mili-
tary in 1986. He was stationed in Germany, served in Desert Storm, and 
had the opportunity of touring all over the world. 

Robert is the Mayor Pro Tem for the City of Lufkin. A Mayor Pro Tem is 
sometimes referred to as a Deputy Mayor. The role assumes mayoral 
duties in the event of a mayor’s absence. The title of Mayor Pro Tem 
acts temporarily as Mayor and conditions for the placeholder for home-
rule cities found in home-rule charters and city policies.

His daily job as Mayor Pro Tem entails informing constituents of things 
that are happening within the City of Lufkin. He addresses issues and 
concerns the citizens of Lufkin may have. Robert has input on balancing 
budgets for the city, which he takes seriously. He also bridges the gap 
between citizens and the city. 

Some of the issues that Robert pointed out are jobs, housing, economic 
development and dilapidated houses, streets, and drainage. He feels 
those issues can be solved by bringing stakeholders and citizens togeth-
er to collaborate to find a solution. He stated, “Everyone must be willing 
to help and not sit and complain about an issue.”

For every changing generation Robert pointed out a few issues on 
the rise with the younger generation. He stated, “Lack of self-respect, 
respect for others, gun violence and family structure are a few issues I 
see. I try my best to be a mentor and leader that the youth can look up 
to. With God’s help I feel I can steer them in a positive direction in life. 

Danny and Shannon Mounger, along with their staff, appreciate and respect the service of
all our Outstanding Citizens. The Moungers serve East Texas families in Nacogdoches, Shelby
and Polk Counties with care and professionalism. It is their honor to present this monthly 
feature in Around the Town. Should you have a suggestion for an Outstanding Citizen to be 
featured, please send your name and contact information to AroundTheTown@mail.us.

A Salute to our East Texas

The community must show them, we all care about their lives, educa-
tions, and living situations. We must keep them busy and productive. It 
takes a village to raise a child.”

Robert likes to see activities being held in the community. Outings at local 
parks, activities that bridge the gap between the citizens with the Lufkin 
Police and Fire Department, along with job fairs, and distribution of com-
munity held events that help the less fortunate. He invites anyone and 
everyone to join in on anything that is positive in the community and city.

Robert is involved in numerous activities in Lufkin. Such as, Impact 
Lufkin, Lufkin United Against Violence, Juneteenth Lufkin, 4B Board, 
CAPA Clergy and Police Al-
liance, Leadership Lufkin, 
Lufkin Pro Day Group, DEC-
TOG, Lufkin Angelina County 
Economic Development Part-
nership, and Mentor of Local 
Drug Court. These are only 
to name a few, which gives 
an idea of how much he truly 
participates in the community. 

Robert has a passion to stay 
motived in his community, 
he said, “I was once in the 
shoes and same situations 
that some people are in now. I 
can relate to how it feels not to have the best or necessary things in life. 
I want to be that person someone can call on and I can assist them to 
solve whatever they are dealing with.

Robert gives credit to his parents Leroy Sr. and Verdia Bennett Shankle, 
as they paved a path in his life for him to follow. He stated, “They taught 
me how to serve and be of help to others. Most of all they taught me 
about serving and living by God’s word.”

Sadly, Robert’s father, passed away in November of 2021, but he is 
grateful to still be able to spend time with his mother. Robert is proud of
his children and grandchildren. He also has three brothers he holds close
to his heart. Family is of great importance to him. He attends The Church
by Christ Jesus at 1701 Sayers St. in Lufkin and invites all to attend. 

While Robert isn’t participating in community functions, he enjoys riding 
bikes, visiting parks, traveling and flying drones. 
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MICHELIN /COOPER/INDUSTRIAL
TRUCK/BRIDGESTONE

PASSENGER/OFF-ROAD
222 SOUTH STREET

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
PH: (936) 564-8752  FX: 564-6003

hermanpowertire.com

OLDEST MICHELIN®
DEALER IN TEXAS

G&GG&G
Lock and Safe Co.Lock and Safe Co.

(936)564-1893
24-Hour Emergency Service Available

916 Park Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

 Voted Best 
Locksmith and Best 

Security Systems 
Provider

 Serving
Nacogdoches

Since 1979

• Commercial & Residential 
 Security Systems
• Commercial, Residential  
 & Auto Lock and Key  
 Services

1015 North Street • Nacogdoches
 936-564-8381 • 866-468-6301

www.goundchevy.com

Serving the East Texas area since 1952

BAILEY McLAIN
AGENT

406 E. HOSPITAL STREET • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
P.O. BOX 631781 • NACOGDOCHES, TX 75963

Bus (936) 569-6200 • Res (936) 564-9591 • Fax (936) 569-2762

2423 North Street •  Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.6387

SINCE 1989

For All your Jewelry needs, 
including Thin Red Line 

Watches by CITIZEN

Robert truly lives by his motto in life, “Much is given, much is required.” 
He doesn’t look at himself as a politician, he looks at himself as a ser-
vant to the community. He feels God put him in his current position he 
holds for a reason, being a voice for the voiceless, to be a leader to 
guide people in the right directions, and to continue to make improve-
ments to a place he loves and enjoys, Lufkin, Texas. 

Sam Sharp

936.305.3346
Clay Jones

HAY – AG LIME
Now offering Full Service on all Makes

of Ag Equipment 

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials
Monday - Friday

Movie Night Under
the Stars

Follow us on Facebook
WTF Cafe & Store

New Ownership - Owner Operated

Sacul -HWY 204  •  936.326.4344
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In the 
Loop. . .
Expo 
Center in 
Lufkin
with Burt Hairgrove
Executive Director, 
George H. Henderson, Jr. Expo Center
Lufkin, Texas

Greetings from the Expo!
 It’s HOT but we are still busy out here at the Expo! The calendar opens up a 
bit and allows us to concentrate on repairs and maintenance projects. We appreci-
ate our friends at Air Cooled Engine of Lufkin and Jarvis Equipment for keeping 
our mowers and tractors in good shape.  
  Speaking of Expo news, we are happy to announce our new Expo Intern po-
sition is being filled by none other than Colbie Balsamo of Celina, Texas. Colbie 
is a Junior at SFA studying Broadcast Media. She will coordinate all social media 
platforms available to raise awareness about the George H. Henderson, Jr. Expo 
Center. After a few visits and a solid introduction from the SFA Faculty, we knew 
she’d be a great fit. So, keep an eye on your chosen social media feed for upcom-
ing content! We want the world to know what events we have coming up, where 
our visitors to Lufkin come from and what it takes to keep this 40 year old facility 
up and running. But don’t worry, I’m still and paper and ink guy and will stay 
right here with “Around the Town.”
   As for upcoming events, make sure to be at the Expo for the first annual 4th 
Fest ’22. July 4th at 10am-9pm. This is an all-day music fest leading up to the 
City of Lufkin’s 17th Annual Independence Day Celebration at the Ellen 
Trout Park from 3pm to 9:15 sponsored by Mike Love and Associates.
The Big Body Trail Ride will return on Saturday July 9 for the annual Trail Ride 
and Concert.
    That is pretty much our Summer break. In fact, between August 5 and De-
cember 10, we hardly have any open dates available. More to come…
  We look forward to seeing you at 1200 Ellen Trout Drive, Lufkin Texas!
As always,
See you at the Expo!
Burt Hairgrove, Executive Director 

Thrall’s Grocery & Deli
7144 East State Highway 21

Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936.564.2131

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
and all your old favorites.

(Burgers, Strip Baskets, Salads...and more!)

ARLIS W. HIBBARD, M.D.
ENT Clinic

409 Russell Blvd. - Suite E
Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Phone 936.560.2595

Fax 936.560.5621
Now seeing loss-of-smell 

Covid patients!

Jennifer Simpson  
Broker

936.462.3550
mjennifersimpson@gmail.com

Bryan Davis 
Agent

936.645.1226
lsrealty@swbell.net

Sarah Hudson 
Agent

936.554.7739
shudsonpropertysolutions@gmail.com

Ben Sullivan 
Agent

936.2342.0056
btsullivan@live.com

104 North Street • Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Office: 936.564.6418
Serving Nacogdoches

Since 1962

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CLEANUP WORK
• EMERGENCY WORK • FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN DIFFICULT & 
DANGEROUS REMOVALS

Serving Texas and Louisiana
114 Nacogdoches Street

Center, Texas 75935

(936) 598-6111
Jodi Fountain  - Owner / Broker

Agents
Alma Jaimes
936-488-9988

Bill Hughes
936-332-4524

Rhonda Proffitt
936-591-0700

Margaret McBride
936-591-4919

MLS-204853
Cozy 3/2 with office located 
on water front properry with 

private boat ramp. New aerobic 
system and 2016 roof! Locate in 

Joaquin, TX. 
$195,000

MLS-205014
Freshly updated 3/2 home 

on lot nestled in Shelbyville, 
TX within walking distance 

to the lake!
$135,000

MLS-204974
Secluded lot with boat 
launch to Toledo Bend! 

Perfect for a get-away spot 
in Shelbyville, TX!

$25,000

EXCELLENT RATES!!
Suburban Self Storage

9562 US Hwy 259
3 Miles North of Medical Center

Sizes: 5 x 10 thru 10 x 20

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
OFFICE: 936.564.3606
TEXT: 936.552.1983
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Neal Murphy grew up in the small town of San Augus-
tine, Texas. He and wife Clara have two grown children. 
Moving back after retiring, now with five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, he began, as a hobby, 
writing short stories of humorous things that he ob-
served over the years. He was an ambulance driver in 
college, worked for two funeral homes, then spent over 
forty years in the insurance business. He also writes sto-
ries of his forty-four years as a state certified police of-
ficer working for seven different departments. After liv-
ing in five different states, he is now retired back in San 
Augustine and has his stories printed in seven different 
newspapers, and published five books. He is a graduate 
of Stephen F. Austin University, and the Insurance Institute of America. He is a Dea-
con in a Baptist Church and former Sunday School Teacher for many years, as well as 
Choir Director at several churches. He is also the docent in the 1919 Jail Museum in 
San Augustine and works three days a week. He was the director of the restoration og 
the old county records dating back to the 1800s. 

 Life, like dealing with your mother-in-law, is all the more challenging if you 
can’t laugh at it once in a while. No other relationship has created more love or 
hate, depending upon your situation, than mothers-in-law. Men all learn, sometimes 
too late, that when they marry that beautiful young lady, they are also marrying her 
family. The mother-in-law seems to create angst more than any other in-law. Conse-
quently, there are more jokes told about her than any other family member.
 The following are a few of my collection of MIL (mother-in-law) jokes that I 
would like to share.  

 Isn’t it interesting that when you mix the letters in “mother-in-law” around they 
come out “woman Hitler”? Is that a coincidence?

 One man reported “I was out shopping the other day after a meeting when I saw 
six women beating on my MIL. As I stood there and watched, her neighbor said, 
‘Well, aren’t you going to help?’ I replied, ‘No, six of them are enough’.”

 The clock fell off the wall. Had it been a second sooner, it would have hit my 
MIL. Darn! That clock was always slow.

 Two men were in a bar. One says to his friend, “My MIL is an angel.” His friend 
replied, “You’re lucky. Mine is still alive.”

 A son-in-law was driving down the road when he was stopped by a policeman. 
The officer yelled, “Your MIL fell out of the car five miles back.” The young man 
replied, “Thank God for that. I thought I had gone deaf.”

 I wouldn’t say that my MIL is ugly, but every time she puts on lipstick it tries to 
crawl back into the tube.

 A man brings his dog into the vet and says, “Could you please cut my dog’s tail 
off?”  The vet examines the tail and says, “There’s nothing wrong. Why would you 
want to do that?” The man replies, “My MIL is coming to visit, and I don’t want 
anything in the house to make her think that she is welcome.”

 Sometimes the father-in-law knows best. At a senior citizen’s meeting, a couple 
was celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary. The husband stood and was telling 
the story of his dating habits in his youth. It seemed that every time he brought home 
a girl to meet his mother, his mother didn’t like her. So, finally, he started searching 
until he found a girl who not only looked like his mother and acted like his mother, 
she even sounded like his mother. So he brought her home one night to have dinner, 
and his father didn’t like her.

 George went on a vacation to the Middle East with most of his family, including 
his MIL. During their vacation, and while they were in Jerusalem, George’s MIL sud-
denly died. With the death certificate in hand, George went to an American Consulate 
Office to make arrangements to send the body back to the United States for proper 
burial. He was told, “My friend, the sending of a body back to the States for burial 
is very, very expensive. It could cost as much as $5,000 dollars. Therefore, in most 
cases, the family decides to bury the body here. This would cost only $150 dollars.”
 Upon consideration of this information, George then replies, “I don’t care how 
much it will cost to send the body back. That’s what I want to do.” The Consulate 
remarked, “You must have loved your MIL very much, considering the difference in 
price involved.” “No, it’s not that,” George replies. “You see, I know of a case many, 
many years ago of a person that was buried here in Jerusalem, and on the third day 
he was resurrected. I just don’t want to take that chance.”

 A beggar came to my MIL’s house and said, “Excuse me madam, have you got 
any old beer bottles you can let me have?” At this, she indignantly replied, “Do I look 
like I drink beer?” At this he replied, “Sorry, ma’am, I suppose not. But, perhaps you 
have some old vinegar bottles then?”

 I can always tell when my MIL is coming to stay. The mice throw themselves on 
the traps.

 I just returned from a pleasure trip. I took my MIL to the airport.

 My MIL said, “One day I will dance on your grave.” I said, “I hope so. I am go-
ing to be buried at sea.”

Mother-In-Law or 
Woman Hitler?
by Neal Murphy

5287 S. US Hwy 59 - Nacogdoches, TX - 
936.564.6889

Steak Night Thursday 

LIVE MUSIC Friday & 
Saturday Nights! 

1743 Southview Circle•Center, Texas•(Tel) 936-590-4708•(Fax) 936-590-4815

   Your Health...

IS OUR PRIORITY
• Health Care Services
• Walk-Ins Welcome
• Nursing Home Visits
• Laboratory Testing
• Physicals
• Telehealth Carriston Hendricks, FNP-C

 I haven’t spoken to my MIL for eighteen months.  I just don’t like to interrupt her 
while talking. 

 A police recruit was asked during an examination, “What would you do if you 
had to arrest your own mother-in-law? He answered, “I’d call for backup.”

 Last night the local peeping Tom knocked on my MIL’s door and asked her to 
shut her blinds.

 And finally:
 A couple drove several miles down a country road not saying a word. An earlier 
discussion had led to an argument, and neither wanted to concede their position. As 
they passed a barnyard of mules and pigs, the wife sarcastically asked, “relatives of 
yours?” “Yep,” the husband replies, “in-laws.”

CALL
DR. GREGORY TATE

TODAY!

Oral & Facial Surgery
Group of East Texas

Monday-Thursday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Friday
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

• Dental Implants-One Step Smile
• Lip Filler/Botox
• Wisdom Teeth
• Emergency Services
• Pathology

704 Largent Street • Lufkin • 936-632-4444 • eastexoralfacial.com
508 Russell Blvd • Nacogdoches • 936-569-1111

ADVERTISE WITH US 
Sharon Roberts 936.552.6758
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 This month we are at the railroad depot in Nacogodoches on Old Tyler 
Raod at West Main Street. This monument, that is found in the depot park-
ing lot, reads as follows:

MONUMENT 
CORNER

SHAY LOCOMOTIVE NO. 2005
  VERTICAL-PISTON DRIVE AND DIRECT-GEAR             
DESIGN WAS PATENTED, 1880, BY EPHRAIM SHAY. THIS 
36-TON ENGINE WAS BUILT BY LIMA LOCOMOTIVE AND 
MACHINE CO., 1907, FOR BEHRING CO. OF TEXAS, AND 
SOON PURCHASED BY W. T. CARTER & BRO. LUMBER 
CO. CARTER USED IT FIRST ON TRAM ROADS FROM 
FOREST TO MILLS AT MANNING AND CAMDEN, AND 
LATER ON THE COMPANY-OWNED MOSCOW, CAMDEN 
& SAN AUGUSTINE RAILROAD. IN EARLY 1920s, IT WAS 
PARKED ON A SIDING AT CAMDEN, WHERE IT REMAINED 
UNTIL 1970, WHEN IT WAS BROUGHT HERE. ATTACHED 
LOG CAR WAS USED DURING SAME PERIOD BY ANGE-
LINA COUNTY LUMBER CO.

(1973)

Getting Prepared 
for Hurricane 
Season in 2022
by Mary Francis Johannessen

 Claiming to be no weatherman or meteorologist, 
I certainly however do remember the hurricanes in the 
past 20 years that our areas here in East Texas have     
experienced. 
 Rita in 2005 hit us with torrential rain and high 
winds. In San Augustine we were without electricity or water for a week. The tempera-
ture was very hot and humid during those days, but we managed with open doors and 
window, while buying and using scarce water available. The roads were bumper to bum-
per with thousands of Gulf Coast evacuees seeking safety. Our store shelves were empty 

as evacuees shopped along their route. We suf-
fered most from the loss of electricity and water, 
but did have wind and rain damages throughout 
the community. 
 Ike in 2008 was another hurricane that we 
remember because it was so destructive along 
the Gulf coastline in Crystal Beach and Gil-

christ areas. Beach houses down there were completely destroyed and washed away. It 
was described as a war zone by many journalists. 
 Harvey in 2017 caused flooding damage in the surrounding Houston areas. Our 
friends there had their homes completely destroyed by the flood waters which lasted 
weeks. 
 This year in 2022 there are four weather companies all predicting above average 
activity for hurricanes to develop. Definition of a hurricane is written as, “The evapora-
tion of warm waters into an area of low pressure causes thunderstorms to build. As air 
mass becomes unstable, wind circulation interferes around the low pressure cores and 
winds greater than 74 mph then be-
comes a hurricane.” According to the 
strength of the winds, from 111 mph 
to 157 mph becomes the different la-
beled 2-3-4-5 hurricane categories. 
The time of the year predicted to have 
the most hurricanes is June 1-Novem-
ber 30. August and September are the 
peak months during this 6 month time 
frame. 
 Now is definitely the time to 
make preparations for your family’s 
safety and for your home and car pro-
tection from any high wind and flood-
ing rain. Many web sites can be re-
viewed, listing what each of us needs 
to do prior to and during the actual 
hurricane’s activity. Winds of 100-
150 mph can certainly cause dam-
age. I found www.ready.gov is a great 
website to plan for the contents for an 
ER kit, any preparations to do around 
the home, the needed supplies to have 
on hand for days without electricity 
or water, etc. Please do not procrasti-
nate – it could even save a life. Being 
ready and prepared for a hurricane in 
the next 5 months is our own personal 
responsibility. 

Mary Frances Johannessen - graduate of San Augustine
High School, Angelina College Nursing School, 
Stephen F.  Austin Nursing School  -  Retired Registered
Nurse with a 40 year career - Ambassador for San 
Augustine since retiring 8 years ago. Member SA 
Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce. Likes traveling 
and family time. 

CONTACT US @ 936.554.5822
FOR ADVERTISING
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Preventing 
Summertime 
Learning Loss
by Brandon Enos, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Cushing ISD

  The loss of learning each year dur-
ing summer break is known by edu-
cators as the “summer slide” (Hunt, 
2019). It can take up to six weeks to 
regain summer learning loss when 
students return to class in August. On 
average, students return from summer 
vacation three months behind where 
they were academically when they 
left in May. Over the course of el-
ementary learning, a student has lost 
the equivalent of two years of learn-
ing from summer learning gaps alone 
(Vince, 2022). Parents can help al-
leviate the summertime learning loss 
by keeping their children engaged in 
a few activities (Hunt, 2019). 
 If you are a working parent like me, summertime is busier than any other 
time during the year. I often schedule my family doctor and dentist appointments, 
take vacations with the family or balance working and spending time with fam-
ily visiting from out of town. The thought of adding another task to an already 
overscheduled summer seems daunting. However, ensuring your children main-
tain their academic levels in reading and math will pay off when your little ones 
return to school. I would like to share some simple, but effective ways to keep 
your kids where they need to be academically over the summer break.

Reading
  Encourage your children to read each day. Go to the library and pick out 
books that interest your children (Hunt, 2019). They can select fiction, non-

fiction, books, magazines, news-
papers, historical, mystery, or fan-
tasy. It does not matter what he 
or she reads, what matters is that 
the child is reading for 20 minutes 
or more at a time and at least five 
days each week. When my own 
children were emerging readers, 

they enjoyed it when I read to them aloud a few days each week. We would then 
discuss the book and try to guess what may happen next. If you will be busy trav-
eling, have your children pick out an audiobook they would like to listen to while 
in the car. Together you can discuss the plot and extend the story by asking your 
children what would happen next if they were the author.

Math
 Summertime math exercises should be more about building critical think-
ing and logic skills than about completing boring flashcards and worksheets 
(Kuhfeld, et al., 2019). Kids practice math facts and learn basic mathematical 
operations at school, but often do not have enough time for the application of 
these math skills. Three fun and challenging math games you can play with your 
children over the summer are a shape scavenger hunt, number target, and double-
halves.
 Whether we were on a road trip, at the zoo, or hanging out at our house, my 
children enjoyed math games during our summer breaks. Here is how to play the 
three math learning games: 
 1. The shape scavenger hunt: all participants look for the same shape, once 
the first person finds the predetermined number of that shape, he or she is the 
winner and gets to select the next shape and the number needed to win.
 2. Number target involves combining numbers or coins to reach the target 
number or amount. This is a fun way to practice addition, subtraction, multiplica-
tion, or division.
 3. To play double-halves, ask your children regularly how much of any 
item you would have if it were doubled or if it were halved. This game will in-
crease the child’s abstract thinking capabilities and like the number target game 
can be used for numbers, measuring, counting money, or determining an amount 
of time.

Other Fun Summertime Activities
 Besides practicing reading and math, children can also learn from service 
during the summer by helping a parent in the kitchen while they cook or by help-
ing in the garden while the parent landscapes (Vance, 2022). Children like to be 

involved and feel especially useful when they contribute to an activity a parent is 
working on already. I vividly remember my mother teaching me how to cook, my 
father overseeing my building of a new shed, and my grandfather allowing me to 
assist as he planted and maintained his garden. 
 
 Summertime learning loss is detrimental to students, teachers, and schools. 
The continued progression and development of children academically are better 
served without a drop in performance due to a break in learning. By reading daily 
and playing math thinking games with kids during summer break, the academic 
gap created from being out of school can be reduced or completely alleviated. 
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Patty Miller   1330 N. University Drive
936.569.7794 Nacogdoches, TX 75961
mustardseedbibles@gmail.com www.mustardseedbibles.com
Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm Saturday 10 am - 4 pm
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Executive Director

 Hello Again from 
San Augustine County!
  
  Well, it is always busy here in San Augustine this time of year.
  There are lots and lots of tourists coming and going. There is so much 
history here to see and learn about, and there are so many places to find it. 
San Augustine may be a small little town, but it has a big History! Some 
of the places you can visit here to learn more are the 1919 Jail Museum 
located on the Historic Downtown Square. We also have Mission Dolores 
here in San Augustine, a nice little museum to come and visit and see real 
artifacts, walk along the hiking trail, and even stay at the RV Park across 
the road or simply have a picnic. And surely do not forget about our beau-
tiful courthouse.
  Guess what else we have in San Augustine? Lots of shopping! That’s 
right, some of the nicest and coolest places to shop are right here in little 
ole’ San       Augustine! We have Texas Star Retail and Boutique where you 
will find everything from clothing to fishing license and dry cleaning. Just 
around the corner is Heartstrings, a lovely little floral shop with clothing 
and so much more and just down the sidewalk is the Painted Door Em-
porium, and you may find anything in there from antiques to local honey. 
That’s not all! We have Red Dirt Road Gifts and Designs and so many 
more little shops you are bound to find something you cannot live without! 
Don’t forget to stop and eat at one of our fine restaurants here in town. 
Tasha’s Country Kitchen where you can order from the menu or just grab 
something from the steam table (it’s always good), if you also like sweets, 
Sweets & Eats on the square is a nice little sandwich shop that has the best 
sweets around and don’t forget El Potosino Mexican food located over 
by the high school and there is also Taco San Augustine, to just to name a 
few.  There are so many places to visit you could spend all day here. Hope 
I haven’t made you too hungry…
  The next time you are in San Augustine, stop on by and see us here at 
the Chamber and say hello!  
  For more information about any of the places listed or any of our 
events, please feel free to call us at 936-275-3610.

FreeFree

Estima
tes

Estima
tes

BROOKSHIRE’SBROOKSHIRE’S
MULCHING &            

LAND CLEARING LLC

Jamie Brookshire
936-615-1818

Mulching
Land Clearing
Roadways
Fencing (Commercial/
Residential)
Tree Thinning
Under Brushing
Storm Cleanup
Fence Rows   don@donwelchconstruction.com

M: 936.552.9202
O: 936.553.2949

Custom Homes &
Light Commercial

We are a 
Proud Member of

  

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town
 The School of Theatre at Stephen F. Austin State University 
presents its SummerStage Festival through July 8 in Kennedy 
Auditorium on the SFA campus. This year’s festival features the 
children’s musical favorite “The Jungle Book Kids,” and “Women 
Who Weave,” a comedy for young audiences. Rehearsing a scene 
from “The Jungle Book Kids” are theatre students, from left, 
Theo Moers, Gonzales senior; Zoie Dorn, Keller freshman; and 
Kai Crumley, Kingwood sophomore. “The Jungle Book Kids” is 
based on the novel “The Jungle Book” by Rudyard Kipling and 
the beloved Disney film by the same name, and features favorite 
tunes, like “The Bare Necessities” and “I Wan’na Be Like You.” 
“The Jungle Book Kids” will continue its run at 10 a.m. July 1 
and 7; and at 6:30 p.m. July 1, 6 and 8. “Woman Who Weave” 
will continue its run at 10 a.m. July 6 and 8; and at 6:30 p.m. July 
7. General admission tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for seniors 
and $5 for students/youth. To purchase tickets, call the SFA Fine 
Arts Box Office at (936) 468-6407 or access finearts.sfasu.edu/
purchase. For more information about SummerStage, visit
theatre.sfasu.edu.
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 Hand Me the Map
by Taylor Millard

  I spent many years of my working career as an independent catastrophe 
insurance adjuster. I traveled around the United States following disasters like 
hurricanes and tornadoes, but the 
most common claims were gener-
ated by hailstorms. I knew I was 
going to work; I just didn’t know 
when, or where or for how long. 
None of these events were close to 
my home, so I had to be ready at a 
moment’s notice to head to disaster. 
  When I began my career, GPS 
had not been invented, at least 
not for the average person. When 
I would arrive to the new town, I 
would be assigned claims, then I 
would secure a local folding map,
attempt to route the claims by area,
then call from a local motel the fifty
to one hundred people I was assign-
ed to address their damages. 
  I would set up a manila folder
for each person with their insurance
information and address, and get directions over the phone, to confirm where 
they lived. It was amazing to me how few people knew how to give good direc-
tions to their home. The instructions changed from person to person, a school-
teacher perhaps would ask if I knew where the high school was, the answer 
was normally no, since I had been in town for a few hours. Others would start 
me at other odd places, and I would say again, no I don’t know where your 
friend Betty lives. The most popular starting point in small towns was the Dairy 
Queen, okay, we know what those people liked. 
  Each of my manila folders had a crude hand drawn map with a grid of some 
main roads. I got really good at locating people’s homes and farms, just in time 
to finish that location and be sent to the next storm, starting over again, but I 
became good at reading maps. Small towns were easy, but the roads my not be 
marked. Once I was instructed to turn off the highway, (no mention which one) 
about a mile out, (it was five miles) at the old bus in the pasture, go to the end 
of the road, turn around and they were the third good house on the right. 
  Now I had to determine what highway, which school bus, (there were two) 
and after that decide what a “good house” was. After completing this task, the 
third good house had a Giant Metal Chicken at the end of the driveway. I asked 
the lady why she didn’t mention the Giant Chicken in her directions, she re-
plied, “I always forget about that chicken.” Really??
  I am sure with the mapping applications we have now on our smart phones, 
the art of map reading is slowly being lost in today’s culture. My son is an ad-
juster and easily reaches his locations. My dear daughter is very directionally 
challenged, and this technology has changed her life. My wife is a good map 
reader, but I can assure you we have had a few arguments over directions, not 
her fault, usually mine, but stress can be quite high with folded maps, with    
tiny print.
  What a treat to just enter the address and hit a button, amazing, but I some-
times miss showing off to my Dad, I could refold the map perfectly. 

Henry Taylor Millard, known as Taylor, to 
almost everyone, grew up in Nacogdoches 
with a story telling father and a history 
reading mother. Taylor is a seventh genera-
tion Texan and lives on the same family land 
dating back to the eighteen-thirties. He and 
his wife attend Old North Baptist Church 
that his great-great-grandmother assisted in 
founding in 1838.

Good News Only Featured 
in Around The Town

Providing hot water 
to Nacogdoches & 
surrounding areas 
since 1955

PLUMBING • PIPE • VALVES • FITTINGS

120 BREMOND STREET
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 75964
www.MooreNacogdoches.com
936.564.8331
484.550.7683 Fax

 Concerning 90 
Years of Life
by Geri Long Grimes-Coats (November 2, 1932)
Written in June of 2022

  A young person recently asked me what it felt like to be nearing my 90th 
birthday. I smiled and said, “It is really wonderful! Imagine all the valuable 
information I have stored in my brain from living so long in this beautiful 
world that God gave us!” 
  I could tell the young person was not totally convinced and looking at the 
world in 2022 I can understand her doubt.
  I actually can remember so much from 1932 to ?????!  Just don’t ask me 
what happened yesterday!
  The journey toward the century mark is so much like a second child-
hood—back to infancy. For example: No teeth, not much hair, soft foods only, 
no bladder control, difficulty walking and I think I have Cradle Cap!
  So much for the small talk. I am grateful and very thankful for the years 
God has given me. Thankful for being able to do His Will in Church, Fam-
ily, School and Neighborhood. Thankful for my family who now sees to my 
comfort and well being. Thankful for my friends and neighbors who come 
to my assistance when something occurs that this old woman can’t handle.
THANKFUL FOR EVERY DAY OF MY LIFE!
  So, how does it feel to be 90 years of age? It feels TERRIFIC!
  Betty White said: “The older you get the better you get. Unless you are a 
banana.” Geri says: “Just call me Chiquita!”

Josh and Robert Martin
Robert Martin - Owner

TACL #B000498C

A-1 QUALITY
Air Conditioning & Heating

SINCE 1985

“SERVIciNG ALL MAKES & MODELS”
• New Construction
• Existing Homes

BEST OF NAC 2016

936-569-1828
6400 FRANKLIN DRIVE

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Financing Available

Your 1/4 page full-color ad Your 1/4 page full-color ad 
will reachwill reach

more than 10,000 readers more than 10,000 readers 
in 4 counties each month!in 4 counties each month!
Nacogdoches - AngelinaNacogdoches - Angelina
Shelby - San AugustineShelby - San Augustine

4.9” W x 6.25” H
$195 for one month

$175 per month 
12 month contract

FREE INCLUSION IN
OUR ONLINE VERSION

Phone 936.554.5822

AROUND the TOWN
AroundTheTown.us      ADVERTISE!     Info@AroundTheTown.us

SHOPPING - ENTERTAINMENT - DINING - SERVICES - SALES & MORE!FREE!
AroundTheTown.us      936.554.5822     aroundthetown@mail.com

FREE!

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY - ANGELINA COUNTY
 SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY - SHELBY COUNTY
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KYLE BRASHER
INSURANCE

HOME & RENTERS
AUTO & MOTORCYCLE

LIFE
936-305-5160

212 SOUTH ST • NACOGDOCHES, TX
KYLE@KYLEBRASHERINSURANCE.COM

Largest Inventory 
for Passenger 

and Light Truck Tires
315 N. University Drive (936) 564-8339
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 Fax (936) 564-0275

boatmantireand service.com

Dehart Veterinary Services
LOW COST SPAY/NEUTER

& WELLNESS CLINIC
Locations throughout East Texas

Call or Text: (903) 590-7722 or (903) 312-6422
Email: dehartveterinaryservices@yahoo.com

www.dehartvetservices.com
Must have appt. for Spay/Neuter services.

Flamingo Styles & Tans
3211 Appleby Sand Rd

Nacogdoches, Tx 75965
936-585-2300

 Ladies Night Out
by Kim Mott

  Ladies Night Out of Nacogdoches was started by 
two ladies Gayla Henley and Laquita Dees. The thought 
behind Ladies Night Out was to give ladies a chance to 
mingle with other ladies and just simply have fun and 
good conversation. 
  Ladies Night Out does not have an age limit. Also, 
it is kept to more affordable places, so that everyone has 
the chance to participate and enjoy their time within a 
budget. All ladies are welcome to come the first Tues-
day of every month and enjoy the company of others, 
eat good food and on occasions play games. 
  I personally feel this group has helped many wom-
an. Some ladies may be widowed or divorced. Others may be here attending 
college away from family. Some ladies have moved here from other states or 
towns. A lot of ladies use this as a mean to have a place to go to enjoy a positive 
environment and experience after a long days work. 
  Each month Gayla will post on her personal Facebook page as well as the 
Facebook group “Nacogdoches Talk.” She announces the location, time, and if 
you need to bring anything. 
  In January, K’s Daiquiris 2 Go hosted a sip and paint. Every lady enjoyed 
painting a sunflower on a canvas and dining on finger foods provided by Laquita 
and several others. 
  In February, Ladies Night Out was hosted at the 1st City Cafe, inside the 
Fredonia Hotel. All ladies brought a Valentines to pass out to the other ladies. 
Some ladies brought cards, some brought home made items, and others brought 
candy. 
  In March, The Stone House Kitchen invited Ladies Night Out to eat a           
delicious meal and offered the space for everyone to learn to play a game called 
Bunco.  
  In April, Sombrero’s Coastal Tex-Mex Cantina provided Ladies Night Out 
with a private area. A buffet of chicken and beef fajitas was provided and each 
lady brought a gift. Everyone enjoyed taking their turn at winning a few Bin-
go games. Then each would pick out a prize from the gifts that the ladies had 
brought. 
  In May, Napolis Italian Restaurant was our host. Everyone was given a raffle 
ticket. The owner of the winning ticket was Sonya Reid, she received a special 
Mother’s Day gift, made specially by Gayla Hensley. 
  Ladies Night Out was put on hold in the month of June, due to the Blueberry 
Festival and for the month of July, because the date would fall on July 5, and so 
many will be vacationing and traveling in observance of July 4th. 
  For the month of August, Ladies Night Out will hosted by the Stone House 
Kitchen, located at 313 E. Main St., on August 2 at 6:00 pm. All the ladies will 
be given a rock to paint to help with the Nac Tx Rock Hunt. 

“Amazing things happen when women help other women.” – Kasia Gospoś
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WINDHILL APARTMENTS
Live Life at the Top

Call us @ 936.560.1771
1324 Pruitt Hill Drive

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
www.windhillapartments.com

 NEDCO and Nac 
Chamber Host 
First Summer 
Business Seminar 
  Nacogdoches Economic Development Corporation and the Nacogdoches 
Chamber of Commerce present the Summer Business Seminars. This series 
is geared towards small businesses in Nacogdoches and providing them the 
resources necessary to improve their community outreach via social media. 
 
  Business Development Series:
   A Successful Online Presence for Your Local Business
 
  Are you strug-
gling to keep your 
business’s social 
media prominent 
in this competitive 
market? Learn how 
to make you online presence more impactful. There will be a panel discussion 
led by Scott Bowyer, CBTX President, and the NEDCO Entrepreneurship 
Committee on July 14th, 2022, from 11:30am-1:00pm at the Nacogdoches 
Chamber of Commerce. Special guests for the discussion include these local 
small business owners who have cultivated a successful online presence:
  • Josh Burch, President of East Texas Truck Center
  • Taylor Bradford, President and General Manager of 
Front Porch Distillery
  • Jennifer Gage, Marketing Coordinator for Axley 
and Rode CPA’s
 
  In-person seating is limited so register by email at 
chamber@nactx.com or call (936) 560-5533.
  This event is sponsored by the Nacogdoches     
Economic Development Corporation, Nacogdoches 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Piney Woods Apartment
Association.

Drew Stallings
Agency Owner
Drew Stallings Agency
1400 W Mayfield, STE 320
Arlington, TX 76015
Office 817-468-2805
Cell 936-558-3353
Fax 817-468-3955
dstallings@farmersagent.com
TX Producer LIC 2252441

VFW POST #3893

VFW DANCE
Every Saturday Night!

7 pm - 11 pm
$10.00 Admission

2406 Hunter Rd.
Nacogdoches, TX
936.569.9670

Open to the public - No membership required!
Now accepting Credit Cards and Debit Cards

for admission and at the bar.

Live Bands . . .
 1st Saturday - STEPPIN’ OUT
 2nd Saturday - SOUTHBOUND
 3rd Saturday - DEAD LEGENDS
 4th Saturday - TRICKSHOT
 5th Saturday - CADDO CREEK

Pictured left to right: Neal & Clara Murphy, Former student Bethany Dorsey, Char-
lisa Texagle, Grace McReynolds, Bonnie Consford, Lake McDaniel, Makenna Tanner, 
and Rylie Todd. Clara Murphy’s Piano Recital at First Baptist Church, San Augustine, 
Texas on June 16, 2022.

You will face many defeats in life, but never let yourself be defeated.
 – MAYA ANGELOU

NATURALLY LEAN • TEXAS RAISED
LOWER IN FAT THAN CHICKEN

1-800-830-2354
936-560-9482

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
bellebrook.com

BELLE
ROOK

FARMS

No Hormones or 
Antibiotics Ever

Local Honey Available
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 (1)   Cruising at 100 in a ‘69 442:
 In July of 1970, my mother and I made a quick trip to visit my sister and her 
husband Lynn Cavin in Atlanta, Georgia, where Lynn had started as a salesman 
for Corning Ware. The trip was not beginning very auspiciously since I had an ear 
infection, my glands were swollen, and my ear was almost closed up. For a while 
I let my mother drive, but it seemed like she was driving 50 mph on Interstate 20 
and we would never get there.
 So, I took another turn at the wheel—determined to make up for lost time.  
I was driving a cherry red ‘69 442 with a 350/300 horse motor, and I had it par-
tially throttled all the way. East of Anniston, Alabama, a state trooper stopped us, 
and I met him outside the car barefooted. Much to my chagrin, he informed me 
I was going 100 in a 70 mph speed limit zone, and I knew Mother would be less 
than happy to hear the results.
 When I got back in the car, she asked: “How fast were we going?” To which 
I replied: 100. Immediately, she exclaimed: “I was in a car going 100 miles an 
hour!” Our detour wasn’t over yet though: we had to drive back to Anniston to 
pay the ticket before we could go on.
 Mother—never at a loss for words that I can remember—piped up:  “If my 
Sunday School class could only see me now!”
 (2)The Best Watermelon-Stealing Story Ever!
 One day at church one of my fellow church members laid on me what I 
believe is the best watermelon-stealing story ever! He grew up somewhere near 
Corrigan, between it and Livingston, and, like all successful watermelon thieves, 
he had done adequate reconnaissance scoping out this particular patch for weeks 
on end. When he was convinced said specimens were ripe, he crawled on his 
belly through the patch so he could stay low in case the owner was guarding the 
patch that night. Having made it to the desired melon, he belly crawled out of the 
patch, rolling the watermelon in front of him, and all was going well, until the 
melon stopped. Soon he realized what the problem was: the melon had rolled up 
to the boots of the patch owner, who was sitting in the corner of the field with a 
shotgun. Fortunately for him, the guard duty put the owner to sleep, and before he 
could wake up, my friend fled, just thanking his lucky stars that he had escaped 
unscathed!
 (3)The Things We Had To Endure To Play A Little Baseball!
 I grew up most of my life on 621 Montrose, just about a block from Calvary 
Baptist Church, and, like most 10 or 12 year old boys, I loved to play baseball. I 
took it upon myself to get a game together and, most of the time, we either played 
on the vacant lot behind T. O. McKinney’s mechanic shop, on the practice field 
behind the 7th grade building, or in a pinch in Harold and Robert Nelson’s back 
yard.  (Occasionally, we played in our back yard).  
 Usually, we only played at the Nelsons’ if they were grounded for some rea-
son, and their yard was less than ideal. First of all, the yard was not very long, 
and second, across the street from their yard was R. M. Rosser’s garden. The 
gang I congregated with included some of the bigger boys like Lloyd Minshew, 
Mickey Chumley, and Mike Gibson—all of whom were capable of sailing the 
ball squarely in Mr. Rosser’s garden. Usually, I played outfield, and when they hit 
the ball there, I made every effort to throw them out at home plate. However, Mr. 
Rosser was the obstruction, and, if he was there, there was no longer any ball to 

Mildred Sparks 
Celebrating 101 
on June 22nd
by Hershel “Dickie” Dixon

 Born in Lufkin, Texas to Hershel and Kathleen 
Hinson Dixon, Dickie Dixon is a sixth-generation 
Texan with deep roots in other parts of East Texas, 
too. His paternal g-g-g-grandparents, Zachariah Fen-
ley and wife Rebecca, arrived in what is now Angelina 
County about 1837. Only a year later he was killed in 
the Cordova Rebellion, which caused Rebecca to gain 
an interest in the Old Stone Fort. All Dickie’s ances-
tors were living in Angelina County by the 1880s, and 
one of them, Stanislaw John Pauszek (later Poskey) 
was a Polish immigrant.
 Dickie holds several degrees and he served as 
a graduate assistant and grader at SFASU for Dr.       
Archie P. McDonald. Besides active roles in regional 
genealogy and archeology groups, Dickie speaks reg-
ularly at history events such as East Texas Historical Association conferences. Since 
2016 he has written a weekly column on history and genealogy for several newspapers 
called Kissin’ Kuzzins, a name which the column originator Carolyn Erickson autho-
rized him to use after her retirement. Dickie is committed to keeping memories of all 
types of history alive.

A Little Bit of History... 

ADVERTISE WITH US 
Tracy Broadway 936.591.1939

throw them out with: he kept my ball every time this happened. In other words, 
it cost me the $2 or $3 I would have to pay for another one. And, he steadfastly 
refused to ever return the ball to me. Then I would have to go to Mr. Haygood’s 
store and buy a ball.
 Now to top this story off, later when I was married and had two daughters, 
they became fast friends with Royal Moses Rosser, which was hard for me to be-
lieve. I was scratching my head and thinking: “Is this the same old man who kept 
all my baseballs?” It was hard for me as a kid for it sink in that he was only trying 
to protect his garden from me traipsing through there to catch Mickey Chumley 
out at the plate.  All I could think of was:  “He obstructed our game!”

Your 1/8 page full-color ad Your 1/8 page full-color ad 
will reach more than will reach more than 

10,000 readers each month!10,000 readers each month!
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$95 for one month
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GRIMES SERVICES
Stump Grinding, Mulching & Land Clearing 

Scott Grimes GrimesServicesTX
936-635-5679 GrimesServicesTX@gmail.com
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Kissin’ Kuzzins
by Hershel “Dickie” Dixon

 (1 ) Huntington native Mildred Sparks celebrated her 101 st  birthday at her 
home on Thursday, June 23, 2022. If you want to mail her a birthday card,  even 
though it’s after the fact, address it to Mildred Sparks at 413 Charlton Street 
Lufkin, Texas 75901, or call her at her home at (936) 634-5128. 
 (2) Kirbyville resident Katie Beaver, director of The Caroline Gilbert Hinchee 
House in Beaumont; is the honored guest speaker for the July 11, 2022 meeting of 
the Deep East Texas Archeological Society at about 7:15 p.m. at the Iris and Anne 
Howard Civic Center on 213 Court Street in Newton. At 6:30 Sandra Litton and 
her culinary artists like Billie Grunden and Titter Hogan will array the desserts 
and refreshments for members and guests to feast on. At 7 President Ruth Du-
san will conduct a short business meeting. One of Katie’s gifts for speaking will 
be “The Old House Doctor”; by Christopher Evers, which will also be the door 
prize for those attending, and a copy of this book will be donated to the Newton 
County Public Library by one of the members. Her other gift will be “The 1893 
Mulliner Woodworking Catalog.” For more information, contact Ruth Dusan at 
(409) 379-5694 or jrdusan@windstream.net or Dickie Dixon at (936) 671-1419 
or dixonhershel51@gmail.com. 
 (3) The Jasper County Historical Commission has released the speakers’ 
schedule for the free-to-the-public 2023 Jasper County Genealogy/History Con-
ference on July 15: 8 a.m. John Johnson, Chairman Jasper County Historical 
Commission Chairman and Jasper County Judge “Opening Remarks and Intro-
duction”; 9 a.m. James Grays, et al “The Annie Colbert Rosenwald Museum”; 
10 a.m. Sherrie Leach “What To Do With A Mystery DNA”; 11a.m. Jamie Carter 
Bollich “Solomon Wright: A Southeast Texan Rambles Into History”; Noon – 
Lunch at the to-be-reopened Belle Jim Hotel; 1 p.m. Stanley Fletcher “Moses 
Rose”; 2 p.m. Linda Reynolds “Genealogy and History Abound in the East Texas
Research Center”; 3 p.m Owen Vaughn “What you Need to Know to  Navigate 
familysearch.org.” The Conference will take place at the Courthouse Annex one 
block east of the courthouse in downtown Jasper, Texas 75951 from 8 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. For more information, contact Jasper County Historical Commission Chair-
man John Jasper at, (409) 384-6441or jaspercountyhc@yahoo.com or Dickie 
Dixon at (936) 671-1419.   
 (4) At the 3 p.m. executive board meeting of the Angelina County Genea-
logical Society on Monday, June 20, 2022, the board changed a number of items 
about the Authors’ Autograph Party. First the length of it was changed from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. to 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Secondly, there will not time allotted for the authors 
to discuss their book(s). Thirdly, because of the generosity of Beaumont native 
and Houston author Rosie Walker, author of the novel “The Write-In,” whenever 
someone purchases a book from an author, he or she will receive a free copy 
of “In His Own Words – Gordon Baxter: Flying Lessons and Pilot Talk Tribute 
collection from Jenny Baxter.” No matter 
how many books someone buys that day, 
he or she will receive only one free copy 
of Jenny Baxter’s book. This will be ap-
plicable as long as the supply of her book 
lasts. ACGS has contacted or will contact 
the following authors: Jan Dobbs Barton 
and Peggy Arriola Jasso, Mary Lynn Bax-
ter, Bobby Bean, Jamie Carter Bollich, 
Keith Clark Carter (via his daughter Jamie 
Carter Bollich), Penny Clark, John Culea, 
Joe Deason, Dick Donovan, Gina Dono-
van, Alene Dunn, Chris Edwards, Jeff 
Forret, Jonathan Gerland, O. T, Haygood, 
Jerry Hopkins, Curt Iles, Charlotte Cor-
bell Ingle, Louise Wilson Jetton and Katie 
Wilson Moak, Frank M. Johnson, Debbie 
Lyles, Janell McCall, Henry Taylor Mil-
lard, Neal Murphy, Susan Nethery, Rebecca
Stark Nugent, Richard Orton, Marilyn
Whitehead Peveto, Roy Philp, Jr., Gary
Pinkerton,  Scott Sosebee, Suzy Spencer,
Ellen Temple, and  Ted Walker,  If you are
an author who wants to come, or if you know an author you want us to contact, 
please contact Dickie Dixon at (936) 671-1419 or dixonhershel51@gmail.com.   
 (5) All of those of us in East Texas mourn the passing of agronomist Dr. 
Charlie Bollich of Beaumont at about 7 p.m. on Thursday night, June 16, 2022.  
The funeral was held on Saturday, June 25, 2022 at St. Anne Catholic Church in 
Beaumont, and the interment occurred in Mowata, Louisiana (between Eunice 
and Crowley). Charlie Bollich was the father-in-law of Jamie Carter Bollich, the 
oldest daughter of former Cleveland residents Keith Clark and Ghita Brockway 
Carter, and she now serves as the newsletter editor for the Angelina County Ge-
nealogical Society. If you would like to send a sympathy card, mail it to: The 
Charlie Bollich Family c/o Paul and Andrew Bollich 955 Brandywine Beaumont, 
Texas 77706. 
 (6) Historian Jim Todd will be the featured speaker on July 31, 2022 for 
the 50th anniversary of the dedication of the building at St Cyprians Episcopal 
Church in Lufkin, Texas. Jim, a member there and one who works with the church 
archives, will speak at 1 p.m. at the parish hall. For more information, call the 
main number of the church.

To submit an item to this column email it to dixonhershel51@gmail.com 
by phone to (936) 671-1419 or by mail to Kissin’ Kuzzins P. O. Box 151001 
Lufkin Texas 75915-1001. For a book review, mail a complimentary copy 
to the address just listed.
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Multiple copies of this book will 
give be given away at the Authors’ 
Autograph Party on July 23, 2022, 
thanks to the generosity of Beau-
mont author Rosie Walker.
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2013 C North St.
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 Our friend, Mr. Clarence Clements, is open for business this 
summer at his produce stand! He’s located at the intersection of 
FM 225 and FM 343 at Looneyville in Nacogdoches County. 
 Clarence has fresh melons, tomatoes, peaches and squash…He 
even sells fishing tackle and toys for children. Go see him today…
It’s a beautiful short drive and you’ll love Clarence!

    Snapshot  

from Around the Town

“Thank you David D. 
Stallings, for supporting 
and promoting our local 
businesses. We love the 
Around the Town paper!” 
Steve & Sarah Traylor - 
Texas First Health 
Insurance
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Heat Stress in Dogs
(What It Is and How 
to Treat It)
by Steven Martin, Owner of Martin Kennel

 Throughout the warmer months, we see a dramatic increase in the number 
of heat stress and other heat related illnesses across our hospitals. With our dogs 
being outside and active, a constant eye is needed, as the onset of heat stress is 
quick with little to no warning. Once the signs of heat stress are detected, there 
is precious little time before it develops into heat stroke and serious damage can 
occur. Be sure you know the signs and symptoms of heat stress, as it could save 
your pet’s life.
 
What is heat stress?
 Dogs don’t sweat like us humans, instead they release heat by panting and 
also by sweating through their paw pads and nose. If they are unable to cool 
themselves enough their internal body tem-
perature begins to rise. Hyperthermia is the 
term used to describe this elevation in body 
temperature. 
  There are three different types of hy-
perthermia - heat stress, heat exhaustion and 
heat stroke. While it’s common for people to 
use these terms interchangeably, the condi-
tions are different, varying in severity.
  Heat stress is the less severe heat related illness. At this stage, dogs will show 
an increase in thirst and panting. As the condition worsens, it will progress to heat 
exhaustion then, finally, to heat stroke. All heat related illness require immediate 
attention. Heat stroke, the most severe of heat related illnesses, is a very serious 
condition that can lead to death even with intensive care. 

Signs and symptoms of heat stress in dogs
  There are two commonly associated signs and symptoms of heat stress in 
dogs. These include:
 Increased thirst
 Increased panting
 
 If your dog is unable to regulate their body temperature, their heat stress may 
progress to heat exhaustion. Signs of heat exhaustion include:
 Heavy panting
 Weakness and episodes of collapsing

 If treatment isn’t given during heat exhaustion, it is extremely likely it will 
progress to heat stroke, the most severe case of heat illnesses. Signs and symp-
toms of heat stroke include:
 •  Change in gum color (bright red or pale) 
 •  Drooling

•  Dizziness or disorientation 
•  Dullness and collapse
•  Increased heart rate and respiratory rate 
•  Vomiting and/or diarrhea
•  Muscle tremors
•  Seizures

What to do if your dog has heat stress
 If you believe your dog may be experiencing heat stress follow these steps:
 •  Move your dog to a shaded spot, or even to an air conditioned room
 •  Offer fresh, cool water
 •  Stop all physical activities until their symptoms have resolved

Should your dog’s symptoms worsen, or you think your dog is suffering from heat 
stroke, you must take immediate action. Steps to take include:
 •  Begin cooling your dog by wetting down their body with a hose or bucket, 
but avoid the face
 •  A fan blowing over their damp skin will assist in cooling them down
 •  See a vet immediately
 •  It is not advised to place wet towels over the body as it will trap the heat 
that is trying to escape
 Tip: recruit others to help you – ask someone to call the vet while others help 
you cool your dog.

How to prevent heat stress in dogs
 There are ways you can prevent heat stress 
from happening, such as:
 •  Don’t leave your dog alone in the car 
on a warm day, even if the windows are open. 
The inside of cars act like an oven – tempera-

tures can rise to dangerously high levels in a matter of minutes.
 •  Avoid exercise on warm and humid days
 •  When outside, opt for shady areas
 •  Keep fresh cool water available at all times
 •  Certain types of dogs are more sensitive to heat – especially obese dogs 
and brachycephalic (short-nosed) breeds, like pugs and bulldogs. Use extreme 
caution when these dogs are exposed to heat even with a short walk to the shops 
or sitting at a cafe.
 
 If you believe your pet is suffering from heat stroke, contact  your vet               
immediately.

Around the Town
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 What’s Happening 
in Shelby County!
by Deborah Chaddwick, Director

  I think we can all agree that sum-
mer is officially in full swing!! And 
along with summer comes delicious 
fresh produce, ice cold drinks in the 
shade and fun water activities. Come 
visit Center, Texas and discover some 
summer fun. Johnson’s Produce and 
Brown’s Orchard are open everyday
except Sunday so you can buy fresh 
summer vegetables and peaches.  
Stroll around our lovely historic 
downtown square and stop for an ice cold tea or ice cream at Center Floral or 
a refreshing sno-cone at Granny B’s. Refresqueria Deloite, just off the down-
town square offers refreshing fresh fruit cups, mangonadas, fresas con crema, ice 
cream with fresh made zebra waffles and so much more!!
  Shop our many locally owned boutiques and gift shops. Each shop has its 
unique story, personality and inventory. You have to visit Crawford’s Country 
Store located at 1255 Tenaha Street. They have a fun selection of unique items, 
custom built furniture, clothes and much more. They also serve ice cream, home-
made cookies (baked fresh daily) and waffle sticks with too many topping options!!
  Bring the kids and go to the park. Port A Cool park has tennis courts, play-
ground, picnic areas and a fun water feature so the kids can have fun and stay 
cool. Our City of Center Park is home to baseball fields and a beautiful walking 
trail that takes you around a peaceful pond. The City Park also has a nice play-
ground and eating area.
  Wondering what to do for July 4th? Head to Tenaha!!!! Tenaha’s Annual 
Independence Day Celebration will be taking place on Monday, July 4th!!! 
This Community event will be held at the Tenaha Tiger Stadium. Gates open at 
6:00pm. Entertainment will begin at 7:00, Firework Show starts around 8:30.  
The Concession Stand will also be open. Enjoy the show! And enjoy your sum-
mer! Earlier in the day, the Tenaha Volunteer Fire Department will host an open 
house from 2:00-6:00. There will be hot dogs, snow cones and drinks. There will be 
a dunking booth and kids play area. It will be a fun family friendly 4th of July!!
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an 

upcoming event or fundraiser,
please send to AroundTheTown@mail.com.

We’ll help spread the word!
Please include a contact phone number.
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